
REVISION OF TITLE 53 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA 

REPORT OF THE 

VIRGINIA CODE COMMISSION 

To 

THE GOVERNOR 

And 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINIA 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 

Department of Purchases and BuppZy 

Richmond 

1969 





-MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

A. L. PHILPOTT, Chairman

. WILLIAM H. HODGES, Vice-Chairman 

FREDERICK T. GRAY 

JOHN WINGO KNOWLES 

G. M. LAPSLEY ..

ROBERT D. MCILWAINE, III 

W. CARRINGTON THOMPSON

STAFF 

G. M. LAPSLEY 

WII..DMAN s. KINCHELOE, ·JR. 

FRANK R. DUNHAM 

MARY SPAIN 

JOHN A, .BANKS, JB, 

SALLY WABTllEN 

DAVID T. WALKEB 

KATHEBINE GooLSBY 

I , 

l. 





To: 

··REVISION OF. TITLE 53 OF; JHE. CODE--OF-. VIRGINIA

REPORT OF THE VIRGINIA CODE COMMISSION TO. THE 
. GOVERNOR AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

OF VIRGINIA 

HONORABLE Mir.Ls E. GODWIN, Govf!rnor of Virginia

and 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINIA 

· Richmond, Virginia, October:!; _1969
· · The General Assembly at its Regular Session of 1968 directed the

Virginia Code Commission, by Chapter 679 of the Acts of that Session, to 
revise c�rtain titles of the Code of Virginia, including Title 53, relating
to "Prisons and Other Methods of Correction". . . 

Extracts from Chapter 679 follow: 
''§ 1; The Code of Virginia shall be gradually r.evised by re:.. 

vising one or more titles at a time .. In revising each title, all other 
sections of the Code relating to the same subject matter shall be re-

.. vised to the extent necessary. Experts shall be employed by the 
Virginia Code Commission to assist in the project. -The <:.ommission 
may also accept the services of qualified volunteers who are willing 
fo serve without pay. Tentative drafts of proposed revisions should 
be printed and circulated among interested persons and their com.; 
ments solicited. 
. · "§ 2. The Commissio� shall undertake the revisiqn of 'fitl:es 27, 
33, 34, 35, 36,. 40, 41,· 42, 43 and 53 of the Code of Virgini.a and submit 

· to the Govern·or and the General Assembly on or before October one,
nineteen hundred sixty-nine, a report of its recommendations, to­
gether with·. suggestive· legislation ·necessary· to. carry, S'Qch · recom­

. me)Jdations into _effect •. No substap.tive change _shall be incorporated 
 · in such revisions, however; the Commission may suggest substantive 
change in each title being revised and submit separately legislation 
purposed to carry out- each such recommendation," 

.. Hugh Reid 'I'hompsori, Jr;, Esquire� �/the Richmond City Ba�, was 
retained as the Commission's general c.ounsel for these undertakings. 

The Virginia Code Commission examined the provisions of this 
Title in detail and consulted. officials of the State agencies interested in 
and affected by this Title. The Commission met with Counsel on. several 
occasions, and discussed in detail changes recommended by members of 
the Commission, by Counsel and by such officials. · 

As a result of its efforts, the Commission has caused Counsel to pre­
pare a draft of revision of Title 53 in the usual form, i.e., a bill suitable 
for introduction at the 1970 Session of the General Assembly of Virginia. 

The draft purports to reflect the Commission's careful consideration 
of all recommendations and suggestions either brought to its attention 
or resulting from its own observations, inauiries. and deliberations. It 

.incorporates, among others, the following changes: .. 
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1. Amendment of the following sections to substitute the term
"Correctional State Farm" for the terms "State farm" and "State farms" 
to conform with the coordinated unit concept of administration: §§ 53�61, 
53-67, 53-76.1, 53-76.2, 53-76.3, 53-77, 53-78, 53-79, 53-89, 53-94, .53-95,
53-98, 53-227 and 53·-251.

2. Amendment of the following sections to substitute the term
"Bureau of Correctional Field Units" for the term "State convict road 

·force", which was made obsolete by Chapter 301 of the Acts of 1968:
§§ 53-92, 53-96, 53-100, 53-102.1, 53-103, 53-104, 53-107, 53-109, 53-109.1,
53-114, 53-115, 53-116, 53-117, 53-.118, ·53_119, 53-120; 53-122, ·53-122;1,
53-135.1, 53-195, 53-201, 53-206, 53-206.1, 53-206.8, 53-221, 53-224, 53-227,
53-251, 53-301 and .53-305.

3. Amendment of the following sections to substitute the term "Vir­
ginia Probation and Parole Board" for the terms "Virginia Parole 
Board" and "Parole Board", the latter terms ·having been made obsolete 
by Chapter 638 of the Acts of 1966: §§ 53-229, 53-231, 53-332, 53-233, 
53-236, 53-239, 53-240, 53-241, 53-242, 53-244, 53-247, 53-249, 53-250,
53-251.2,. 53-253, 53-254, 53-257, 53-258, 53-260, 53-261, 53-262, '53-264,
.53-265, 53-266, 53-268 and 53-279.

4. Amendment of the following ·sections to substitute ·the word
"judge" for_ the term "trial justice", w!1ich latter term was made obsolete 
by Chapter 555 of the Acts of 1956 (Title 16.1): §§ 53-108, 53-115, 53-140, 
.53-201, 53-206.2, 53-208 and 53-221. 

5. Amendment of the following sections to substitute "work force"
· for "chain gang": §§ 53-102.1, 53-163, 53-164 and 53-221.

6. Amendment, in addition to the foregoing, of lhe following sec­
tions for the reasons indicated: 

§ 5:J.:2, to delete obsolete language;
§ 53-3, to conform its provisions relating to the powers arid duties

of the Director and Board with the provisions o.f Chapter 1 
of Title 63.1 ; 

_§ 53.:.8, to conform its provisions with those of § 53-84;
-§ 53.:9, to include "correctional field units" in the definition of "penal

-institutions";
§ 53-16.1, to require approval of the Governor, rather than the At­

torney General, for State-provided special defense counsel 
in certain criminal proceedings (This section should be 
compared with§§ 33-11.1, 37.1-38 and 46.1-40. See§ 2.1-121 

. for State-provided special defense counsel in civil pro-
ceedings) ; 

§ 53-18, to include all penal institutions and correctional field units;
§ 53-20, to more clearly define the property held by the Board of

Welfare and Institutions for penitentiary use; 
§ 53-21, to substitute more appropriate wording and to increase the

per diem for keeping prisoners of the United States from 
· thirty cents to two dollars;

§ 53-23, to redefine certain rule-making powers of the Board to in­
. elude not only the penitentiary but "all other penal institu­

tions established with funds appropriated from the State 
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Treasury" to conform with the provisions of Title 53 and of 
Title 63.1; 

§ 53-34, to make its provisions applicable to all "penal institutions"
as defined in § 53-9; 

§ 53-39, to make its provisions applicable to all "penal institutions"
· and to conform its provisions with those of § 53-225;

§ 53-40, to make its provisions compatible with those of .§§ 19.1-19.1
to 19.1;.19.6 relating to Central Criminal Records Exchange; 

§ 53-50, to delete superfluous language;
§ 53-57, to substitute "penal institutions" for "penitentiary";
§ 53 ... 60, to more clearly define visitations of right into the peniten-

tiary; · · · 

§_53-61, to make its provisions applicable to convicts in all penal
· institutions and to include services; · · 

· § 53-62, to more clearly and concisely provide a basis for' changes
· - ·for articles and services provided other agencies by state·

correctional institutions;

§ 53-64, to more clearly define eligible purchasers from the peni­
tentiary printing shop; 

§ 53-67, to omit obsolete language;

§ 53-73, to provide that the Director cause catalogues to be pub­
lished "periodically" rather than ·"annually"; 

§ 53-75, to require that inventories include raw materials, machin­
ery and tools as well as goods; 

§ 53-76, to combine its provisions with those of §§ 53-80 and 53-81,
. coordinating state farms as. a single unit called State Cor­

rectional Farm, and to provide that misdemeanants have a
separate set of rules from f elans;

§.53-95, to conform the punishment provided for misdemeanant
escapees with general punishment § 18.1-9; 

§ 53-96, to substitute "training schools" for "industrial scho·ols";
§ 53-109, to delete the last paragraph thereof relating to certain al­

ternate uses of convicts in the "State convict road force"; 

§ 53-115, to delete references to sentences for unpaid costs and to
increase the maximum sentence for Bureau of Correctional 
Field Units escapees from six to twelve months; 

§ 53-117, to make the allowance and transportation provided by§ 53-
219 applicable to convicts discharged from all state penal 
institutions instead of from the penitentiary only; 

§ 53-135.1, lo generally conform its terminology with recent legisla­
tion; 

§ 53-136, to permit local governing bodies of counties, cities · and
towns to make repairs, improvements or additions to .their 
jails costing not more than two thousand dollars without 
the recommendation of the State Board of Welfare and 
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Institutions and without prior approval of the governing 
bodies of the counties, cities and towns which use such 
jails and are required to make ratable contributions .(this 
would represent an increase from five hundred dollars) ; 

§ 53-142.1, to modernize the cross references to Title 37;
§ 53-145, to provide for payments to the county or city rather than

the jailer and to delete as obsolete reference to creditors;. 
§ 53-146, to delete as obsolete the reference to creditors;
§ 53-161, to delete certain obsolete language and to increase the

fine from thirty dollars to fifty dollars; 
§ 53-163, to delete a reference to a repealed section;
§ 53-166, to make conflict of interest provisions applicable to depu­

ties as well as to sheriffs and sergeants; 
§ 53-179, to correct an obvious typographical omission;
§ 53-198, to change the authority of guards fro·m that of a constable

at common law to that of a conservator of the peace; . . 
§ 53-206.3, to increase the allowances of members of regional jail· 

· or jail farm boards from five to twenty dollars,. with. a
limit of two hundred and forty dollars, rather than sixty 
dollars; 

§ 53-206.6, to conform the authority granted by this section with
· that provided by § 53-198;

§ 53-213,. to substitute "Division of Corrections" for "State ·prison· · · · System" and to prevent anyone convicted of committing a 
felony while in prison from obtaining the credit provided 
by this section; . · · · ·. ·. 

§ 53-219, to conform con�icting provisions within the section;
§ 53-221, to delete references to punishment for non-payment of

costs; 
§ 53-223, to permit certain· funds belonging .to prisoners to be in­

, .. . . . . ,- .. vested in bond� of the Commonwealth as well as those of 
the United States;· ·· 

§ 53:.224, to. a_"elete certain time liinitations upon the work -of certain
· · · · · prisoners;

� !53:228, to delete obsolete language; : _
§ 53-234, to modernize its language and provide for use of the word

"Director", unmodified, throughout the chapter rat:4er than 
in the article'only;  

§ 53-251.2,- to delete the reference to "costs" as related to sentences;

.... '§ 53.:292,- to provide that only two, rather than a mininiui:n �fthree, 
convicts can be guilty of conspiracy under § 53-291; 

iE:· ·, §"53-294; to delete reference to a s·ection heretofore repealed; 
1:r�·-' i.1 ;, .. : .· . � . ; ": ;-,; .. � .-, . . ' . . . .. 

: ,; :� /j§,53-:301,. to require,Jhe approval of the Governor for the surrender 
i:.:-;r, ;;; __ :;__ of�:prisoner.;to the United States or to another state; and 
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§ 53-314, · to modernize.its language.
7. Three sections which, in context, appear to be new are not •.

§§ 53-76.1, 53-76.2 and 53-76.3 have new numbers, but are §§ 53-82, 53-86
and 53-128, respectively, relocated for better sequence and with the
term "State Correctional Farm" substituted therein. · · ·

8. · Repeal of the following sections is recommended and included
in counsel's draft for the reasons assigned: 

§ 53-5 is covered by § 63.1-12;
§§ 53-6 and 53-7 are covered by the Personnel Act, §§ 2.1-110 et

sequitur; 
§§ 53-22, 53-32, 53-65, 53:-66, 53-167 and 53-183.1 are obsolete;
§ 53-43 should be in regulations rather than general law;

§§ 53-80, 53-81, 53-93, 53-99�1, 53-124, 53-125 and 53-126 are covered ..
by § 53-76; 

§ 53..:82 is covered by § 53-76.1;
§§ 53-83, 53-84, 53-85, 53-90 and 53-91 are covered by § 53-8;
§ 53-86 is covered by § 53-76.2;
§ 53-217 is unnecessary;
§ 53-128 is covered by § 53-76.3;
§ 53-225 is unnecessary; and
§ 53-278 is covered by § 53-250.

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Tpe Commission considers the accompanying draft of revision. of•

Title 53 as a substantial improvement over the present Title 53 and rec:.. 
ommends its. introduction at the 1970 Session of the General Assembly.: 

The Cc>inmission wishes to express appreciation for the valuable as:., 
sistance rendered by Counsel in the preparation of this Revision, and for' 
the cooperation of the officials of the State ageIJ.cies affected by this Title. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. L. PHILPOTT, Chairman
WILLIAM H. HODGES, Vice-Chairman
G. M. LAPSLEY, Secretary .
FREDERICK T. GRAY 
JOHN WINGO KNOWLES 
ROBERT. D. McILWAINE, III 
W. CARRINGTON THOMPSON
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A BILL To generally revise and amend Tille 53 of the Code of Virginlar 

relating to Prisons and Other Methods of Correction, by amending 
. : '. ':�d reenacting §§ 53-2, 53-3, 53-8, 53-9, 53-16.1, 53-18, 53-20, 53-21, 

! - 53-23, 53-34, 53-39, 53-40, 53-50, 53-57, 53-60, 53-61, 53-62, 53-64, 53-61,
, ::' 5.3-:13; 53-15, 53-16, 53-77, 53-18, 53-19, 53-89, 53-92, 53-94, 53-95, 53-96,

53-98, 53-100, 53.-102.1, 53-103, 53-104, 53-101, 53-108, 53-109, 53-109.1,
... 53.-114,. 53-1}5, 53-116, 53-117, 53-118, 53-119, 53-120, 53-122, -53-122.1, 
,. _. ··H:..1'35.1, 53-136, 53-140, 53-142.1� 53-145, 53-146, 53-161, 53-163, 53-164, 

53-166, 53-179, 53-195, 53-J!J8, 53-201, 53-206, 53-206.1, 53-206.2, 53-206.3,
J3-206.6, 53-206.8, 53-208, 53-213, 53-219, 53-220.1, 53-223, 53-224, 53-221,
53-228, 53-229, 53-231, 53-232, 53-233, 53-234, 53-236, 53:-239, 53-240, 53-241,
:53:.21-2, 53-244, 53-247, 53-24P, 53-250, 53-251, 53-251.2, 53-253, 53-254,
J3-257, 53-258, 53-260, 53-261, 53-262, 53-263, 53-264, 53-265, 53-266, 53-268,
J3-�79; 53-292, 53-294, 53-301, 53-305 and 53-314 thereof, as severally
,am·ended, by adding therein §§ 53-16.1, 53-16.2 and 53-16.3 and by
repealing§§ 53-5, 53-6, 53-1, 53-22, 53-32, 53-43, 53-65, 53-66, 53-80, 53-81,
J3-82, 53-83, 53-84, 53-85, 53-86, 53-90, 53-91, 53-93, 53-99.1, 53-124; 53-125,

· : J)-126, 53-128, 53-161, 53-183.1, 53-217, 53-225 and 53-218, all of which
amended, new and repealed sections relate to prisons and other
methods of correction; to p1·ovide how this act shall be construed,
and (o _pr_escl'ibe when this act shall become effective.

Be it· enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That §§ 53-2, 53-3, 53-8, 53-9, 53-16.1, 53-18, 53-20, 53-21, 53-23, 53-34,.
53-39, 53-40, 53-50, 53 ... 57, 53-60, 53-61, 53-62, 53-64, 53-67, 53-73, 53-75,
53-76, 53-77, 53-78, 53-79, 53-89, 53-92, 53-94, 53-95, 53-96, 53-98, 53-100,
53-102.1, 53-103, 53-104, 53-107, 53-108, 53-109, 53-109.1, 53-114, 53-115,

" · ·53-116, 53-117, 53-118, 53-119, 53-120, 53-122, 53-122.1, 53-135.1, 53-136, 
53-140, 53-142.1, 53-145, 53-146, 53-161, 53-1�. 53-164, 53-166,.53-179, 53-
195, 53-198, 53-201, 53-206, 53-206.1, 53-206.2, 53-206.3, 53-206.6, 53-206.8,
53-208, 53-213, 53-219, 53-220.1, 53-223, 53-224, 53-227, 53-228, .53-229,
53-231, 53-232, 53-233, 53-234, 53-236, 53-239, 53-240, 53-241, 53-242, 53-244,
53-247, 53-249, 53-250, 53-251, 53-251.2, 53-253, 53-254, 53�257, 53-258, 53-
260, 53-261, 53-262, 53-263, 53-264, 53-265, 53-266, 53-268, 53-279, 53-292,
53-294, 53-301, 53-305 and 53-314, as severally amended, of the Code of
Virginia, are amended and reenacted and that the Code of Virginia is
further amended by adding, in Title 53 thereof, §§ 53�76.l, 53-76.2 and
53-76.3, as follows:

§ 53-2. Properties held by Board of Welfare and Institutions.-All
right, title and interest in and to any real estate or any tangible personal 
property, vested in the * Board of 1V elf are and Institutions shall remain 
so vested. 

§ 53-3: Powers and duties of Director and Boarcl.-The Director *
and the Board, respectively,-shall have the same powers and duties with 
respect to this title as are prescribed for them with respect to Title 63.1 
in Chapter 1 thereof. 

§ 53-8. Transfer of prisoners.-The Director * upon request of the
.sher(ff of ·the county or sergeant of the city, with the approval of the 
Governor, may permit any person accused or convicted of an offense 
against the laws of the Commonwealth or of any other state or country, 
or any witness held in any case to which the Commonwealth is a party, 
if confined in any penal institution within the Commonwealth,· fo be 
trans{ erred from any penal institution in which such person is confined 
to such other penal institution in the State as is designated by the 
Director. 
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§ 53-9. "Penal institution" defined.-The . term "penal institution"
as used in this title means and includes every prison, prison camp *, 
prison farm or correctional field unit heretofore or hereafter established 
with funds appropriated from the State treasury, and every jail, jail 
farm, lockup or other place of detention owned, maintained or operated 
by any political subdivision of the Commonwealth, but shall not be 
taken to _include any industrial school or other institution established 
solely for the detention of juvenile delinquents. 

§ 53-16.1. Defense of prisoners.-If any guard or other a1J.thorized
person acting as a custodian of any prisoner under the supervision of 
the Director of the Department· of Welfare and Institutions shall be 
arrested or indicted or otherwise prosecuted on any charge arising out of. 
any act committed in the discharge of his official duties, the Director 
may, with the approval of .the * Governor, employ special counsel to 
def end such guard or other person. The compensation for special coun­
sel employed pursuant to this section shall be paid out of funds appro­
priated to the Department of Welfare and Institutions. 

§ 53-18. Power of Board in investigating; duty of Director; how
witness paid.-When an investigation is ordered by the Board as to a 
matter concerning * any penal institution or correctional field unit 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Board, or the conduct of persons con­
nected therewith, the Director, by order of the Board, may issue a 
summons, directed to * the sheriff or sergeant of the * county or city 
in which such institution or correctional field unit is located commanding 
him to summon any person to * be present on a certain day at such place 
within such county or city as may be designated by the Board, to give 
evidence before the Board, and may administer an oath to such person. 
The Board shall have like powers, under§§ 8-302 and 8-303, as if it were 
a court whose clerk had issued the summons. And the Director shall 
make such entry as would, under § 14.1-190 if the attendance was before 
a court, be made by the clerk thereof. The sum to which the witness 
is entitled shall be paid out of the funds of the institution. 

§ 53-20. Property attached to the penitentiary; in whose custody and
control; authority to employ prisoners out of enclosure.-* All of those 
lands, chattels and rights in fact held by the Commonwealth for the use 
of the penitentiary on September 30, 1970, shall remain the property of 
·the Commonwealth for the use of the penitentiary. The Board shall
have custody of the property of the penitentiary, real and personal, and
it shall, in the name of the Commonwealth, have authority to institute
and prosecute any suit or proceeding for the recovery of any such prop­
erty, or its value, or for any injury thereto, which may be proper to
protect the rights of the State. It shall have authority to employ the
prisoners in improving and cultivating any part of the lands aforesaid,
or· in repairing the water pipes and fixtures, or the roads from the
penitentiary to proper points of intersection with the streets, or in taking
out or bringing into the enclosure any necessary thing to or from the
city.

§ 53-21. Penitentiary to be for confinement of State convicts; United
States prisoners may be also confined therein; upon what terms.-The 
penitentiary house shall continue, under the name of "The Penitentiary," 
to be * used for the confinement of convicts sentenced to confinement 
therein by the courts of this Commonwealth. Persons sentenced to im­
prisonment for a term of three years or more by a court of the United 
States, held in Virginia, may also be confined therein, with the* approval 
of the Board and Governor (which * approval shall be recorded in the 
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. entry made upon such convict's admission), and he safely kept anff 
employed, pursuant to the rules of the prison, so far as is not inconsistent 
with such sentence, until discharged by due course of the laws of the 
United States: Provided, that the United States shall pay half-yearly, at 
:the rate of * two dollars per day, for the imprisonment and support of 
every such convict, and shall also pay proper medical charges. 

§ 53-23. Board to prescribe rules; how posted.-The Board, with the
approval of the Governor, may, from time to time, prescribe rules, not 
contrary to law, for the preservation of the property at, and the health 
of the convicts in, the penitentiary, and all other penal institutions
established with funds appropriated from the State treasury, and the 
government of the interior thereof. Printed copies of such of the rules 
as relate to the government and punishment of the convicts, and of any 
provisions of law which the Board;with the approval of the Governor, 
may direct, shall be posted in at least six conspicuous places of the in­
-terior of the penitentiary. 

§ 53-34. Correspondence privileges and use of newspapers and mag­
azines.-The prisoners confined at the State * penal institutions shall be 
.allowed such correspondence privileges as do not interfere with the work 
:and discipline of the * penal institution; provided, however, that each 
prisoner shall be permitted to write a letter at least once each month, 
and shall be permitted to have and read such newspapers and magazines 
as he may subscribe for or may be given to him or sent him and not 
deemed by the prison authorities to be subversive of discipline. 

§ 53-39. Officers and guards may carry weapons; leaves of absence.
-It shall be lawful for any officer or guard * in any State penal institu­
tion to carry sufficient weapons to prevent escapes, suppress rebellion, 
and for self-defense, and to use * su·ch weapons or other means as may
be reasonably necessary for such purposes. 

§ 53-40. Fingerprints, photographs and description.-Photographs,
fingerprints and a description of each convict, male and fem ale, received 
in the penitentiary, shall be taken and filed for identification purposes. 
Subject to the provisions of §§ 19.1-19.1 to 19.1-19.6 of the Code of Vir­
ginia the * State penitentiary shall cooperate with federal, State, county 
and city law enforcement agencies, insofar as it may deem proper in 
connection with the disclosure of information concerning such convicts, 
and the taking of fingerprints and photographs of persons charged with 
the commission of a felony. 

§ 53-50. Hours of labor.-The Board of Welfare and Institutions
shall prescribe, by rules and regulations, the hours within which the 
convicts shall be employed * 

§ 53-57. Director may employ in work on public buildings, etc.-The
Director shall, at the discretion and under the direction of the Governor, 
employ convicts at Richmond or elsewhere in the State, in improving, 
repairing, or working on the public buildings, grounds and property, 
or cultivating grounds for the use of the * penal institutions.

§ 53-60. Who may enter interior of penitentiary; visitors not to
converse with convicts.-The Governor, members of the General Assem­
bly, * and others having duties or business therein may go into the in­
terior of the penitentiary. Any person who shall obtain a permit to do so . 
from the Governor or Board may also visit the same. The Board shall 
prescribe the time and conditions on which all * persons other tl_ian t.he 
Governor and members of the General Assembly may enter the mter101.-
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of the penitentiary. There shall be no conversation between a visitor 
and a convict unless special license therefor be given by the Governor or 
Board. 

§ 53-61. Goods to be made for State institutions and agencies.­
Convicts or misdemeanants actually confined * in State correctional in­
stitutions shall be used, as far as possible, in the making of articles 
and provision of services required by the departments, institutions and 
agencies of the State which are supported in whole or in part by the 
State. 

The production and manufacture of bricks, cinder blocks, light­
weight aggregate blo.ck and concrete block by convict or misdemeanant 
labor at the State penitentiary or at * the State * Correctional Farm 
shall be limited to the needs of State-owned and State-supported insti­
tutions, and the same shall not be produced or manufactured for any 
other purpose; nor shall the present capacity for the manufacture and 
production of such products be increased. 

§ 53-62. Establishment of Charges.-The Director * shall establish
charges for such articles and services that will, in his judgment, defray 
the administration, operation and maintenance costs and make allow­
ances for depreciation, return on capital and contingencies. 

§ 53-64. Sale of products of printing shop.-The products of the
State-use printing shop at the penitentiary, shall be sold only to * the 
departments, institutions and agencies of the State* which are supported 
in whole or in part by the State, and shall not be sold to offices or agencies 
of the counties, cities and towns of the State of Virginia, or in the open 
markets. 

§ 53-6'(. Agencies may purchase.-* All departments, institutions
and agencies of this State which are supported in whole or in part by 
the State shall, and all counties and districts of such counties and cities 
and towns. in this State may, purchase from the Director all articles 
required by such departments, institutions and agencies of the State, or 
by such counties, districts, cities or towns, produced or manufactured 
by the Director by convicts or misdemeanants confined within the peni­
tentiary or elsewhere employed within this State, including products 
of the penitentiary and State * Correctional Farm and no such article 
shall be purchased by any such department, institution or agency of 
the State from any other source unless excepted under the provisions 
of § 53-69. 

§ 53-73. Catalogues.-The Director shall cause to be prepared *
periodically, at such * times as he may determine, a catalo@'ue containing 
a description of all articles and supplies manufactured and produced bv 
him pursuant to the provisions of § 53-61, copies of which catalogue sh;ill 
be sent by him to all departments, institutions and agencies of the State 
referred to in § 53-67. At least thirty days before the commencement 
of each fiscal year, the proper official of each such department, institution 
and agency of the State shall report to the Department of Purchases and 
Supply estimates for the ensuing year or quarter of the kinds and 
amounts of articles and supplies required by them for the ensuing year 
or quarter, referring in such estimates to the catalogue issued by the 
Director, insofar as the articles and supplies indicated are included 
within the catalogue. 

§ 53-75. Annual inventory.-The Director shall, at the end of each
fiscal year, * cazzse to be taken the inventories of the goods * , raw ma­
terials, equipment, machinery and tools on hand . 
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: '\. § 53-76 • . ***·The State Prison Farm,· or penitentiary farm, the State 
lnq.ustrial Farm for-Women,- Bland Correctional Farm and Southamp­
ton Correctional Farm at Capron shall be continued and togeth�r .shall 
constitute the State Correctional Farm. The Director shall have control 
of _the government, direction and management of the Farm and any 

· other farm or farms established under the authority of this chapter.
·. . All laws.for the government of the penitentiary shall be in force on
th,e State Correctional Farm, so far as applicable, and the same discipline
enfo..rced as in the penitentiary; provided, however, that the Board
shall ma)re rules and regulations for the discipline, employment, car� •

. treatment,· food, quarters and clothing of misdemeanants, which rules ·
and regulations may differ from those applicable to felons.

§ 53-76.1. The Director shall proceed, with all reasonable dispatch,
to establish' at suitable places such additional units of the State Correc­
tional Farin as are necessary and appropriate. The Director shall erect,

· or cause to be erected, all necessary structures, plain and inexpensive
in char(!.cter, and equip .the same. The Director may, if he finds it prac­
ticable and economical, use prison labor either from the jails, in .. the
manner hereafter set forth, or from the penitentiary or branch prisons
thereof; or e11ter into contract with responsible bidders, in the construc­
tion of such building.�.

. . § 53�76.2. Every county and city of the Commonwealth shall be
·entitled to the service of the State Correctional Farm, on the basis of its·
proportion .of population to the population of the whole State, or to the
extent of, the full capacity of the farm; provided, that where there are
vacancies in the allotment of any county or city, such vacancy may be
temporarily filled by the Director from another county or city in the
manner above provided .. The Director, with approval of the Governor,
shall determine what sections of the State shall be served by each unit
of the State CorrectionalFarm.

§ 53-76.8. All females convicted of felony and given a penitentiary
sentence may be committed by the court to the appropriate unit of the
State Correctional Farm, it being the purpose of this Chapter to remove
female prisoners from the penitentiary at Richmond, and from the jails
as far as·practicable, to a farm for women where they may be properly
segregated, given necessary medical attention, employment and dis-
cipline. · • .· : · . · 

. The. Director may, with the approval .of the· Governor, trans{ er to
.the farm f <rr women, any female prisoners now. held or hereaf fer com­
mitted to the penitentiary; and all adult female pr:isoners in county and
city jail$, rwhose sentences are final, may be transf.erred thereto in the
manner propided in.§ 53-135.1 for transfer of jazl prisoner$ to State,
city and county farms.

§ irn�77. Inventory,_:_The superintendent of the State* Correctional
Farm;· shall, at the end of each fiscal year, take an inventory and make
out a general account between the State and Farm for such ye:;tr, charging
the latter with the value of the stock, tools, implements, materials and
:supplie�, ·including provisions and clothing on hand at the commence:­
ment of the .. year, and the cost of the same bought during the year, the
salaries of officers and guards and all other expenses of the Farm; and
crediting it with work done by the convicts-on the buildings and perma­
ne11t.fixtures on the Farm; the value· of the stock, tools, implements, etc".,
on hand at the end of the year, the value of all products furnished· the
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p.enitentiary, all moneys received for t�e .sale of such'. produ�ts and all
�ther debits· and· credits necessary fo show a true accbmit. of the Farm
with the State. · · · · · · · ·· · · · . ·. · · 

· § 53-78, , ,Application of proceeds .and income from farm; itei:µ.ized
account and reports.�-All proceeds and.income from the State * Correc­
Wmal Farm, including the revenues derived from the operation of the 
.dairy-and other industries, or so much thereof as may be necessary, shall 
be applied by .the Director to the maintenance and operation of the Sb1te 
! .Correctional Farm, including the maintenance, care and guarding of
the prisoners, and the maintenance and operation of the hospital, .dairy
and other industries located and operated on the Farm, of which a cor­
rect and itemized account shall be kept and reports thereof inade, and
included in the regular reports of the Director. · 

§ 53-79.· Raising and training of. bloodhounds for police purposes.
-It shall be the duty of the- superintendent of the State * Correctional
Farm to keep on the Farm, upon the most advantageous terms possible,
one male and.two female bloodhounds -of suitable breed, which he shall
keep oil the Farm for breeding purposes. He shall have them and their
progeny properly cared for and trained to. track criminals. He shall,
upon the order of the circuit court or .board of supervisors of any county,
or upon the like order of the corporation. court, or the council of any
city; furnish to the sheriff of such. county, or to. the sergeant of such
city,.free of charge, such bloodhounds as may be necessary and can be
safely spared from the Farm. The expense of transporting .such blood­
hounds shall be borne by the county or city ordering them. Whenever
the supply of such bloodhounds shall exceed the :demand for the same
under the foregoing provisions of · the section, the superintendent · is
authorized to sell the surplus ones to other parties, and he shall accoun,t
for the revenue ·derived therefrom as part of the annual revenues-of the
State* Correctional Farm fund.

. . 

§ 53-89. · · Misdemeanant suspected by court of having· contagious or
infectious disease.-Whenever * any cozzrt or judge shall have··reason to 
believe that a person convicted by or before it or him of a misdemeanor, 
and then.under sentence to serve, or is serving a jail s_�ntence is afflicted 
with any contagious or infectious disease dangerous to the public health, 
the court shall proceed to have such person examined by the physician 
of the jail to which such person is or would be committed, or iil which 
he is then confined. If when so examined such person be afflicted with 
such disease, the court.* or judge may commit such person directly to 
* the State Correctional Farm.

· · · 

§ 53-92. -Selection of jail prisoners by * Bureau of Correctional
Field Units or other units.-2....Nothing in this article shall be construed 
as to interfere with the present selection of jail prisoners by the* Bureau
of Correctional F{eld Units, or other * units that may be provided by law • 

. § 53-94. Provi�ion for employment, care, etc.; diseased prisoners.-·. 
It shall be the general purpose of the State * Correctional Farm to pro­
vide proper· employment, medical and mental care and treatment, _dis"'.' 

cipline �Q.d control of prisoners committed, or transferred, thereto,. and 
all prisoners infected with dangerous communicable or contagious 
diseases shall not be discharged until the period of contagion has passed� 
regardless of the length of sentence, provided that no one shall be held 
for a period longer than a year on. the original commitment, except .by 
an order of .the State Department of Health, as provided· under .. the 
health laws. ' . !: .� 
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§ 53-95. Escapes.-Any * misdemeanant who * · escapes from the
State * Correctional Farm shall be guilty of * an additional misdemeanor 

- and * punished under § 18.1-9.

§ 53-96. · Transportation of prisoners.-All transportation costs shall
be out of the general criminal accounts fund of the treasury, as at present
provided by law; provided, however, that nothing in this article shall
prohibit the use of the present system of transporting employed by the
penitentiary or branch· prisons thereof, * Bureau of Correctional Field
Units, * training schools, Department of .Welfare and Institutions or
other State agencies engaged in the transportation of prisoners.

. § 53-98. Funds for farms.-In order to provide funds for the estab­
lishment and operation of the State * Correctional Farms, the Director
shall receive the per diem allowance for the several prisoners that are
transferred to such farm or farms which shall be based upon and fixed
by the average per capita cost of maintaining prisoners at such Farm*
for the preceding fiscal year, which, with the approval of the Governor,
may be anticipated in advance from the treasury to an amount not in
excess of the average per capita allowance for all jail prisoners during
the last preceding year based on the maximum capacity of the proposed
institution or institutions for the first year of its operation; provided
that the Director may use any of his unused available funds out of gen­
eral appropriation, or any funds, materials, equipment or lands that he
may secure, whether from private or public sources, without obligation
to the State.

· . § 53-100. What constitutes.-All male prisoners convicted of f elony,
and sentenced to confinement in the penitentiary, and all males now
convicted and confined in the public jails; or who may be hereafter
convicted and so confined, and sentenced to * labor on the public roads
for a misdemeanor, shall, when delivered to the penitentiary, under
.the. provisions of §§ 53-101 to 53-104, constitute the * Bureau of Correc­
tional Field Units.

§ 53-102.1. Persons liable to work on public works within counties,
cities and towns.-Persons over the age of eighteen years imprisoned for 
violation of city, town or county ordinances or sentenced to jail for not 
more than thirty days for offenses against the Commonwealth or if for 
more than thirty days, pending their delivery as members of the * Bureau
of f:orrectional Field Units, shall be liable primarily to work on* public 
works within such cities, towns or counties, as provided in § 53-163, at 
the request of the proper authorities thereof. 
. . . . 

. 

_ § 53�103. When male misdemeanants sentenced to* Bureau of Cor-
rectional Field Uniis.-Whenever a male person eighteen years of age or 
9lder is convicted of any misdei:µeanor or felony for which a jail sentence 
might be imposed, either for a fixed period of time, or a sentence to serve 
in .default of payment of fine or in default of surety; the judge trying 
the case may, in his discretion, in lieu of committing him to jail, sentence 
him to a like period on the public roads, and cause him to be delivered 
into the custody of the Director, to be kept by him as a member of the 
,* Bureau of Correctional Field Units, in accordance with law, and subject 
,to ,vork on the public roads.

�\·\'.§· 53-104. Phy�ical examination of perso·� transferred from jail to 
f(fad: force,-:-When the Director sp.all require any prisoner, before being 
'transferred from jail to the * Bureau of Correctional Field Units, to 
be examined by a physician, the fee for such. examination, whieh, shall 
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not exceed five dollars in any case, shall be paid by the. �tate in the
manner provided by law for the payment of fees to physicians for at­
tending prisoners in jail. When a chest X-ray is deemed necessary, an 
additional fee, which shall not exceed five dollars in any case, shall be 
paid by the State as provided hereinabove. 

§ 53-107. Credit for good behavior.-All persons sentenced by any
of the courts of this Commonwealth, or by a * judge thereof, to work <?n 
.the public roads, in lieu of a jail sentence, and �l pers�ms co�ned m 
jail who are worked on the* Bureau of Correctional Fzeld Unzts shall 
be allowed credit for good behavior on their sentences to the same extent 
and upon the same terms as are provided by §§ 53-209 to 53-216. 

§ 53-108. Notice of sentence; sending for prisoner.-When any pris-­
oner is sentenced by any court or * judge to work on the public -roads,:
it shall be the duty of the judge * immediately to notify the Director of 
such sentence in each case, and it shall be the duty of the Director to, 

· send for such prisoner within two weeks from the time such notice is.
received.

§ 53-109. Use of * Bureau of Correctional Field Units in cottsfruc-·
tion and maintenance of highways; acquisition, preparation and disposi­
tion of road material.-The * Bureau of Correctional Field Units as now 
or hereafter constituted shall, so far as practicable, be employed in the 
construction and maintenance of the State Highway System, and second­
ary system of State highways, and to this end may be used in rock quar­
ries, gravel pits and other plants in the preparation of materials for 
construction and maintenance of roads. 

The State Highway Commission may acquire out of the proceeds·of 
the money, now or hereafter available for construction and maintenance 
of the State Highway System, and secondary system, such quarries, 
gravel pits or plants as may in its opinion be necessary for such work; 
and the Highway Commission shall on the request of any county road 
authorities allow such county road authorities to take from such quarries 

-or gravel pits or shall sell to such county road authorities at cost of pro-
. duction such materials as may be required to be used for the construc­
tion and maintenance of county roads; but this arrangement must in no
way interfere with the furnishing of materials by the Highway Com­
mission for the maintenance or construction of the State Highway
System and secondary system.

The State Highway Commission shall make requisition, from time 
to time, upon the Director for such number of the * Bureau of Correc­
tional Field Units as it may deem necessary for the work on the State 
Highway System, or secondary system, or for the preparation of road 
material for road construction and maintenance. The number of convicts 
so requisitioned shall not be less than sixteen hundred for each day 
convicts are used by the Commission, exclusive of its prisoners emplovedl 
in the operation and maintenance of the * correctional field units.:. 
Thereupon the Director shall send to the place designated by the Com­
mission the number of such convict road force so required, and all of 
the provisions of this chapter and § * 53-221 shall apply. 

* * * 

§ 53-109.1. Payments by State Highway Commission to Director for
convict Iabor.-The State Highway Commission shall pay to the Director· 
monthly for the hours convicts are employed on the State highway· 
primary system and secondary system and work incidental thereto� 
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including relocation and ·moving: of * correctionat field units, for each· 
hour. such convict is so employed not more than the local. hourly rate 
for similar type of labor in the area in which such convicts are employed 
and. not less t�an seventy-five percent of such local hourly rate for 
s�ilar type of labor in the area where such convicts are employed as. 
evidenced by the payrolls .of the Department of Highways in such area. 
Such monthly payment by the Commission to the Director shall be made. 
not .later than the fifteen th day <>f the succeeding month after the work 
or labor has been performed for the Commissio�, provided, however, 
that the State Highway Commi�sion shall allocat� the sum of three 
hundre� thous�nd dolJars annually to the Director for the * Bureau of
Correctzonal Fzeld Unzts.to·be used as an advance against such monthly 
payments. . · ·· . . . · . . . . · .. · 
. . · -� § _53-114. Applicability of provisions, and rules and regulations, re­

lath_1.g.to penitentiary.-All pertinent provisions of other chapters of this 
title, and all rules and regulations made by the St�te Board, governing 
the prisoners in the penitentiary, shall be applicable to the * Bureau of'
Correctional Field Units and to the prisoners comprising the same, un­
Je,ss,.i11 the judgment of the State Highway Commissioner, it is necessary 
to. change, alter or amend such rules and regulations in order to make 
same applicable to the efficient and economical use of the * Bureau of
Correctional Field Units in the construction of roads under this chapter,. 
itj .which case the State Highway Commissioner may so change, alter 
ot .�mend such rules and regulations as to make same so applicable for 
t):i�ir ·u,se. 

§ 53-115. Punishment for escape of jail prisoners from·'* correc­
tional field unit.-,-Whenever,any jail priso11er .* escapes from* a.correc­
tional field unit and * is recaptured, he shall be taken by the officer 
having him in custody before a .* court not of record in the county or
city where such escape was made, * which cour.t shall, after a· trial and 
upon conviction of such ·escape, sentence him to the * Bureau of Cor­
rectional Field Units for a term not less than thirty. days nor more than 
* twelve months. *

§ 53-116. Funds received under this chapter.-The Director shall
hold ·au moneys received by him under this chapter as the·* Bureau of
Correctional Field Units fund, and the same shall be pa,id out · on his
order. ·· · · 

§ 53-117. Discharge of prisoners.-The Director shall ha:ve power
to discharge any of the prisoners wherever they may be in this State, 
when -his term shall have expired, and § 53-219 shall appJy to convicts 
iri the* Bureau of Corre·ctional Field Units on jail sentences as well as 
to the· felons committed to hard labor on the roads and to convicts in 

· '* all penal institutions. .
· · 

.· § 53-118. Director to make trusties of convicts in * Bureau of Cor­
rectional Field Units.-The Director, at the request of the State Highway
Commissioner, shall, as far as practicable, make trusties of the convicts
,of, the� Bureau of Correctional Field Units employed under this chapter.

§ 53-119. Director to furnish quarters and equipment.-The Direc­
tor shall provide suitable and movable quarters, such quarters to be
built, as far as can be, with convicts' labor, and shall supply all necessary
,cooking utensils, beds and bedding, and means for transporting convicts
and, camp fixtures for the camps or stations of the * Bureau of Correc­
tional Field· Units.
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;: .· §· 53-_120._ .. Transportation of force.-All convicts: forming the * Bu­
r:eau of Correctional Field Units shall be transported to and fro� the 
jails or th_e penitentiary in which . confined, in . the same manner, the 
costsJhereof to be paid in the same way as is now provided by la:w for 
transporting convicts to the penitentiary, except that prisoners .of. the 
* Bureau of Correctional Field Units may be transported anywhere in
tliis State upon the direction of the Director. · · 

. § 53-122. Director to ptovide food, clothing, etc.; guards.-The °Di"'. 
rector shall provide, in the-same manner he provides for convicts in the 
penitentiary, all clothing, food, quarters and guards for the * Bureau of 
Correctional Field -Units when at work on the roads of any county in 
this State. The Director, with the consent of the State Highway·.Commis­
sioner first obtained, may appoint· and author.ize e�ployees of:-the De­
partment of Highways to act as guards of convicts when such convicts 
are at work on the roads under the jurisdiction of the State.Highway 
Co_mmissiop.. Such employees shall be' deemed to be acting within the 
scope of their official duties for the State Highway Commission when 
acting as guards pursuant" to this section. 

· · § 53-122.1. Prisoners · performing work for counties, towns and
c�ties.-(1) The Director is authorized to enter into agreements with the
proper authorities of any county, town, or city in the State, to build and
maintain roads and streets; and fo do such other public works as may
he approved by the Director and the Governor; provided, nothing in
this section shall interfere with the * Bureau of Correctional Field Units
employed on the State Highway System,. · · 

. '

Convicts employed pursuant to the provisions of this section shall 
be subject to the same authority" arid control as that w4ich governs the 
use of convicts employed by the * Bureau of Correctional Field Units, 

· except as hereinafter otherwise provided.
(2) The county, tow:n- or city for which such work is performed

shall pay to the Director in monthly installments such sum as is ·neces­
sary to cover the costs of work done by such convicts at the rate .pro­
vided-by the provis_ions of§ 53-109.1.

(3) Applications for the use of prison labor under this section shall
be filed with the Director.

(4) The county, town or city that has the use of prison. labor
authorized by this section shall designate the projects to be worked,
provided that prisoners shall not be employed in densely populated·
areas wherein such employment might endanger the public health, safe­
ty · or welfare of the citizens residing therein, and shall furnish all
engineering service, all tools, implements, machinery and equipment,
used in such projects; shall secure rights-of-way; and shall furnish
such foremen as the Director deems necessary to direct the work, ·pro­
viding all county, town or. city foremen and employees associating with
the prisoners are acceptable. to the Director.

. (5) The Director and the county, town or city authorities may make
such agreements as are necessary to carry out the true intent _and pur-
pose of this section.

§ 53-135.1.· Director may transfer jail inmates.-The Director shall
have the power to transfer aP.,y-jail inmate whose sentence is final from
a jail to any State or city farm, State * Training school or * correctional
field unit; provided that any jail jnmate whose sentences are_ final and
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excluding fines and costs total more than twelve months, shall in all 
instances be so transferred; provided further that nothing in this section 
shall interfere with the control and maintenance of the * Bureau of 
Correctional Field Units, State * Correctional farm, State * Training 
schools, or State penitentiary, as provided by law. 

§ 53-136. Cost of maintenance of jails.-(1) Borne ratably by coun­
ties, cities and towns using.-ln any instance in which a penal institu­
tion of a county, city or town is designated by the Board as the place 
where prisoners committed by the courts or other authorities of any 
other county, city or town shall be confined, any capi�al outlays incurred 
for necessary repairs, improvements or additions to such penal insti­
tution, and all costs of maintenance of such jail chargeable to the 
localities, shall be borne ratably by the several counties, cities or towns 
using it. 

(2) How proportioned.-The share of each respective county, city
or town involved in such costs shall be such proportion of the total cost 
of such repairs, improvements, additions and other such costs as the total 
aggregate number of days spent in local penal institutions by prisoners 
committed by the courts or other authorities of such county, city or­
town, for the five year period next preceding the year in which such 
repairs, improvements or additions are begun, or other costs incurred, 
bears to the total aggregate number of days spent in local penal institu­
tions by the prisoners committed by the courts or other authorities of' 
both or all of the counties, cities and towns using the penal institution 
to which such repairs, improvements or additions are made, or in which 
such other costs are incurred. The amount to be paid by each county, 
city or town involved shall be determined by the Board on the basis 
herein set forth. 

(3) Statements to be furnished by Board,· approval of expenditures
over five hundred dollars.-The Board shall furnish a statement of the 
several shares of the cost so determined to the governing body of each 
county, city and town involved, and the respective shares shall be paid 
within thirty days from the date upon which such statement is furnished. 
If the costs of any such repairs, improvements or additions will not 
exceed * two thousand dollars they may be authorized by the governing 
body of the county, city or town to whose penal institution such repairs, 
improvements or additions are to be made; but if the costs will exceed 
* two thozzsand dollars, such repairs, improvements or additions shall
be recommended by the Board and agreed on.in advance by the govern­
ing bodies of both or all of the counties, cities and towns involved.

(4) Court to determine disagreements.-In case of disagreement the
matter of the. extent of the repairs, improvements or additions and the 
proportionate cost to · the respective localities involved shall be de­
termined by the· circuit or corporation court of the locality which owns. 
or maintains the penal institution proposed to be repaired, improved 
or added to, upon the petition of the Board. 

{5) "Local penal institutions," as used herein, means a jail, jail 
farm, or lockup, maintained and operated by a county, city or town, or­
by two or more such political subdivisim:1:s of this State. 

§ 53-140. When judge or trial• justice may design�te jail.-In the.
recess of the court of the county or city, and. b�fore a jail is adopted 
under the preceding section (§ 53-139), the judge 'of th� court or the *
judge of the court not of record with criminal jurisdiction may, by-
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warrant, direct any person committed or to he committed to the jail 
of such county or city, to he conveyed by the officer in whose custody 
he is, to some other jail, to be designated in the warrant. 

§ 53-142.1. Jurisdiction of judge or justice of adopting county or
city empowered to act under § * 37.1-67.-When the jail of any other 
county or city has been adopted or designated under the provisions of 
§§ 53-139, 53-140 and 53-142, any judge or justice empowered to act
under § * 37.1-67 of the adopting county or city shall have concurrent
jurisdiction with those of the county or city wherein the adopted or
designated jail is located, in proceedings under chapter* 2 (§ * .37.1-63 et
-seq.) of Title * 37.1 of the Code of Virginia, with respect to such persons
as have been committed there from the adopting county or city, and
such judge or justice may perform any such act or duty at such place
as if such person was confined within the jurisdiction of the adopting
county or city.

§ 53-145. Jails for United States prisoners.-The jailer of any coun­
ty or city shall receive into his jail any person committed thereto under 
the authority of the United States, and keep him safely according to 
the warrant or precept of commitment, until he shall he discharged 
under the laws of the United States. But no person arrested on civil 
process shall, under this section, be committed to any other jail than 
that of the county or city within which such person resides or is found. 

The * county or city shall, for the support of any such prisoner, be 
paid by the United States. * 

§ 53-146. Liability as to United States prisoners.-For a failure of
duty as to any such prisoner of the United States, the jailer shall be 
liable to the United States, * in like manner as, in the case of a prisoner 
committed under the authority of the State, he would be liable to the 
State. 

§ 53-161. Courts to fine jailers for failure of duty.-If it appear to
the court * of record having jurisdiction that the jailer has in any re­
spect failed to perform his duties, the court may, in a summary way, 
after summoning him to show cause against it, fine him not exceeding * 
fifty dollars. 

§ 53-163. * Work forces.-The council of each city or town of the
Gomm on wealth may establish t; work forces in such city or town under 
such regulations as the council of the city or town may prescribe, for 
the purpose of working on the streets, roads and public property therein, 
or. farms owned or leased by such city or town and of working in or on 
any other public property or works owned, leased or operated by such 
city or town, whether the same be located within such city or t_own or 
in the county where such city or town is situated. Every male person 
above the age of eighteen years, who is convicted for any violation of 
an ordinance of any such city or town, which by such ordinance is 
punishable by confinement in jail or fine, and who is imprisoned as a 
punishment or for failure to pay such fine, shall be liable to work in 
such * work force; but nothing in this sectio·n shall abridge the right 
of the proper authorities to send minors to the reformatories of the 
State.· 

In every city or town which does not maintain a * work force within 
the meaning of this: section, the provisions of §§ * 53-102.1 and 53-104
shall apply. · · ·· 
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. , . § S3-164... ;Appeal of perso� sentenced to * work .f<Jr:ce_.�Any, .P.�ri:;9.n 
�o se_ntenced--to' such* wo,rk. force or public wor�s sh!i:ll hav¢ th�_-right 
of appeal from such sentenc'e ,to the circuit or corpdt.aUoil co:u:rt; ,asJ4e 
case may be. · · ·· · · · · ·· · · · · · · ·· ·· ·' · · · ·· · · 

: ;.' ·. § 53-166� Shefiffs ait:il �etgea:iits :: ncit to be ittterested :·.iii ��o�erty 
where work perfor:rned._:_No sheriff. or..sergeant or ·deputy of eit_her. ·s�an
w,ork _any prisoner on proper!'.Y owned by him .or by his r�latiye, .-or: on, 
projects in which he is intere.sted, nor. shall any· such prisoner· pe. used 
for the personal gain or .conv_enieilce of. any sheriff or sergeant or his * 
<!-eputy, or of any private individual. Any person found guilty· of .a 
violation of this section.shall be guilty of a misdemeanor .. ·· ... , · · . 
.. .

. 
. § 53�179. Reimbursement ·of couriti�s and -cities.-The- Comm'on­

wealth shall reimburse the county- or city� as the case may be. af or such 
proportionate part of the reasonable -cost -of food (other than :the cost 
of preparing and serving the same, which shall be included as ·a, part�:of 
the expenses of the sheriff'. or sergeant pursuant to § 14.1-75 and.of the 
cloth!ng, medicines, lights, electric light bulbs, water, heat, �is��fec.ta1,1�.s, 
beddmg, mops, brooms, brushes, cloths and other cleanmg supphes, 
soap, towels, toilet tissue,- sanitary. s�pplies ·for· womeJ!,. ·dishes;· pots, 
pan�, cutlery and other. utensils used in preparing and serv_ing 'food, 
water buckets and garbage c1;1ns apd other similar supplies required for 
the prisoners confined in aµy _cqurity or city jail, but not includh:ig·beds, 
chairs, tables, benches, desks; furnaces,· toilet fixtures, heating' stbves, 
paint and painting equipment,. locking devices and building material, 
as the aggregate number of days· spent in such jail by prisoner� ·accused 
or convicted of violation of the laws of the Commonwealth, by persons 
held as witnesses in cases to which the Commonwealth is a party, by 
persons :confined in jail for contempt'of court, and by persons-�uspected 
of being mentally ill or adjudged insane under the laws of the Com­
mo.nwealth, bears to ·the total aggregate number of. days spent ,in su_ch 
jail by all prisoners confined therein; provided, however, that the coun_'"'. 
ties and cities working prisoners on projects shall pay the entire cost 
of feeding and caring for such''pi:isoners ·everi though· they are ser.ving 
sentences for violation of the laws .of the Commonwealth. 

§ 53-195. County. and city.'fairits; pe��ons who may be 
·
confih�d�­

The governing body of any"co·u:rily or city of this·state may, within.their 
respective jurisdictions or elsewhere, establish and maintain a 'farm 
where any person convicted :and sentenced to confinement in the jail 
of such·county or city, or sentenced to the* Bureau of Correctional Ji'iel<!­
Units,- or sentenced to be con:fine.d in jail or held in the * Bureau of
Correctional Field Units for failure ·to pay any fine or cost or execute 
any bond as provided by law, may be confined and required to do such 
work as may be assigned him during the. term of sentence aforesaid, 
under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by such govern­
ing body or the farm board appointed to manage such farm. 

§ 53,198. Authority of superintendent anci guards.-Tlie superin­
tendent shall have and exercise the same control and authority over the 
prisoners committed or transferred to such farm as the jailers of this 
State have by law over the prisoners committed or transferred .to their 
jails; 

During the term of their appointment the superintendent · and 
guards shall, within the lim�ts. of such farm and within one mile thereof, 
whether such farm is situated within or beyond the limits of such county 
or city establishing and maintaining the same; and in conve�ing pri�on-. 
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ers to ,and from such farm, have, and they· are hereby invested with .-all 
of the ·powers and: l;iuthority * of a conservator of the peace.

.· . § 53-20L W«:>.rk. by prisoners.-All
° 

prisoners conv1�ted· and .. s_e:ri­
tenced or transferred to such farm shall be required to work.on -such 
farm, unle�s.for good caµse shown the court or judge * so sentencing 
and committing such prisoners shall otherwise order. 

AU-· prisoners so convicted and sentenced or transferred to such 
farm may thereafter be sent to and be required to work on the * Bureau
of Correctional Field Units in the manner provided by law in case of 
prisoners confined in the jails of this State. 

§ 53-206. Regional farrns.-(a) Within the limits of funds avail­
able therefor, the Director is authorized and directed to acquire, con­
struct,· equip, maintain and operate such prison farms, in addition to 
those established; as shall be required for the detention and proper care 
of· all male persons convicted of offenses against the Commonwealth 
ari.d sentenced to -confinement for more than thirty days. All real estate 
so acquired shall be held in the name of the Commonwealth� 

(b) Such prison farms shall be so located, with reference to prison
farms and jail farms established and to the several counties and cities 
of the State, as to make either a prison farm or jail farm as accessible 
as possibl� . to_ each of the counties and cities. 
. · · . (c) All buildings, other than. temporary buildings and buildings. 

heretofore constructed, used as dormitories. at such prison farms shall 
be of fireproof or fire-resisting construction. 

{ d) Iil the construction of all buildings and other structures at such 
prison 1 farms� and in the development and equipment of such prison 
farms,'. the Director shall, insofar as possible, make use of prison labor· 
and cif products manufactured, processed or produced at institutions
under the supervision and control of the Director. ·· · 

(e) Any person confined at any such prison farm may be required
to work at such farm; and any such person so employed shall be en-· 
titled to the same credit on fines and costs, or costs, as is allowed prison­
ers held to labor in the * Bureau of Correctional Field Units, and_ the· 
-provisions of § 53-221 relating to such credits shall be applicable to such
.fines · and costs.

§ 53-206.\. County and city regional jail or jail farm; persons who­
may be confi.ned.-The governing bodies of any two or more counties 
or any two or more cities in this State or the governing bodies of any· 
one or more counties and one or more cities in this State may establish, 
maintain and operate a regional jail or jail farm where any person con-­
victed of a misdemeanor or a violation of a county or city ordinance· 
and sentenced to confinement in the jail or jail farm of such county or· 
city or sentenced to the * Buremz of Correctional Field Units or sen-:­
tenced to be confined in jail or jail farm or held in the* Bureau of Cor­
rectional Field Units for failure to pay any fine or cost or execute any 
bond as provided by law may he confined and required to do work as. 
may be. assigned him during the time of. sentence aforesaid, under such 
rules· and regulations as may he prescribed of the jail or jail farm 
board appointed to manage such farm. . · 

· 

§ 53-206.2. When juveniles may be committed.-Whenever a juve'."·
nile may be committed under chapter 8 (§ 16.1-139 et seq.) of Title 16.l 
and whenever the regional jail or jail farm to which the juvenile is. 
sought to·. be committed · as herein. provided, has provided separate· 
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quarters for the housing and detention of juveniles and when such jail 
or jail farm shall make provision for working and at all times keeping 
separate and distinct juveniles from adult .prisoners the several courts 

* of the State, in addition to the powers given them in chapter 8 of
Title 16.1, with the consent 'of the proper authority of the jail or jail
farm, may in their discretion commit the juvenile to any such jail or
jail farm for an indeterminate period, not to exceed one year, to be
there dealt with in such manner and required to do such work as will
promote the best interest of the juvenile and the Commonwealth.

§ 53-206.3. Members of jail or jail farm boa:rd.-Each such regional
jail or jail farm shall be controlled by a board to consist of at least one 
representative from each county and/or city participating therein,. who 
shall be appointed by such county and/or city. Such representatives 
shall be entitled to necessary expenses incurred in ,attending meetings 
of the board and in addition each shall receive an allowance of * twenty 
dollars per day for each day that he shall be in attendance on the board. 
Such allowance, however, not to exceed in any one year the sum of * 
two hundred forty dollars, to be paid by the county and/or city respec­
tively. The accounts for such expenses and allowances shall be made 
out and verified by affidavits of the representatives and attested by the 
secretary of the hoard. 

§ 53-206.6. Authority of superintendent and guards.-The superin­
tendent shall have and exercise the same control and authority over 
the prisoners committed or transferred to such jail or jail farm as the 
jailers of this State have by law over the prisoners committed or trans­
ferred· to their jails. During the term of their appointment the superin­
tendent and �uards shall within the limits of such jail or jail farm and 
within one mile thereof, whether such jail or jail farm is situated within 
or beyond the limits of such county and/or city establishing and main­
taining the same, and in conveying prisoners to and from such jail or 
jail farm have and they are hereby invested with all the powers and 
authority* of a conservator of the peace. 

§ 53-206.8. Work of prisoriers.-All prisoners convicted and sen­
tenced or transferred to such jail or jail farm shall be required to work 
on such jail or jail farm or on any other property as the board may 
direct unless for good cause· shown the court or judge * so sentencing 
and committing such prisoners shall otherwise order. All prisoners so 
convicted and sentenced or transferred to such jail or jail farm may 
thereafter be sent to and be required to work on the * Bureau of Cor­
rectional Field Units in the manner provided by law in case of prisoners 
confined in the jails of this State. 

§ 53-208. Deduction of time of confinement while awaiting trial.­
Any person who may be sentenced by any court to a term of confinement 
in the penitentiary, or by any court or* judge to a term of confinement 
in jail, for the commission of a crime, or in jail for default in the pay­
ment of a fine, shall have deducted from any such term all time actually 
spent by such person in any mental institution for examination purposes 
or treatment prior to trial or in jail or the penitentiary awaitin� trial, 
or pending an appeal, and it shall be the duty of the court or * judge, 
when entering the final order in any such case; to provide that such 
person so convicted be given credit for the time so spent.· In no case 
shall a prisoner be allowed credit for time not actually spent in confine­
ment, and in no case is a prisoner on bail to be regarded as in confine­
ment for the purposes of this statute. No such credit, however. shall be 
_given to any person who shall break jail or make an escape. All persons 
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heretofore sentenced to confinement in the penitentiary and now actual­
ly confined therein, in whose _case the final order entered by the court in 
which they were convicted fails to provide for credit for the time 
actually spent by such person in the penitentiary awaiting trial or pend­
ing an appeal, shall nevertheless receive credit for such time so spent 
in the penitentiary, and it shall he the duty of the superintendent of the 
penitentiary to make such allowance of credit to such persons in addi­
tion to the good conduct allowance required under §§ 53-209 to 53-216. 

§ 53-213. Good condu�t 'aliowance of persons convicted after Oc­
tober 1, 1942.-Every person who on or after October first, nineteen 
hundred forty-two has been or is convicted of a felony and every person 
-convicted of a misdemeanor and confined in any part of the * Division
of Corrections shall, for every twenty days he is or has been held in
-confinement after sentence, either in jail awaiting removal to the *
Division of Corrections or in any part of the * Division of Corrections
to which he has been or is sent to serve the sentence imposed upon him,
-without violating any jail or prison rule or regulation, he allowed a
credit of ten days upon his total term of confinement to which he has
been or- is sentenced in addition to the time he actually serves or has
served, except that no prisoner who i.r; convicted of a felony committed
while in jail awaiting removal. to the penal institutions, or while confined
.in any part of the State prison system, shall be eligible for any such
credit. So much of the credit allowed to misdemeanants by the section as
.applies to time served prior to June twenty-fpurth, nineteen hundred
and forty-four, shall be in lieu of, and not in addition to, any credit
they may have earned under the law as it existed prior to such date, and
,so much of an order of ari.y court contrary to the provisions of this sec­
tion shall he deemed null and void.

§ 53-219. Allowance on discharge; transportation.-The Director
'Shall give a felon or a misdemeanant, who bas served at least eight
months on his release, all funds accumulated to his credit pursuant to
§§ 53-220, 53-220.1 and 53-222 of the Code of Virginia, and not with­
drawn by him. In the event such funds do not total twenty-five dollars,
the Director in his discretion, may add sufficient money from the ap­
propriation for criminal charges to enable the felon or misdemeanant to
have a minimum of * twenty-five dollars available for withdrawal by
him at the time of his release. The Director also may provide such
person upon his request with transportation to the county or city where
he was committed, or to such other point in the State as may he ap­
proved by the Director. Such person may also be furnished, if he needs
it, suitable clothing.

§ 53-221. Rate for prisoners to work out fine; limitation of service;
good conduct allowance; discharge; relief from liability.-Every person 
held to labor in the * Bure-au of Correctional Field Units, or State * 
.Correctional Farm for the nonpayment of fine * shall be entitled to a 
credit on such fine * of seventy-five cents for each day he shall work, and 
-of twenty-five cents for each other day of confinement. A statement of
the amount of the fine * shall be made out by the judge * trying the case,
-or his clerk, and he shall deliver such statement to the person into
whose custody the prisoner is committed for delivery to the * Bureau
of Correctional Field Units or State* Correctional Farm. The prisoner
shall· work out the fine * and shall thereupon be discharged from
-custody, provided no person shall be held for the nonpayment of fine *
in the * Bureau of Correctional Field Units or State * Correctional Farm
for a longer period than six calendar months, although the credit due
shall not discharge the fine . * in full.
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·· Every pers·on confined, as provided in this section, shall be entit
l

ed
to ·a good conduct allowance under the provisions of §§ 53-209 to 53-216,. 

which shall also operate to ·reduce such six months' maximum confine-­
ment hereinabove provided for in cases when same is applicable.

Upon discharge from custody, as heretofore provided, the fine • 
of every prisoner shall be discharged in full, and the person in whose 
custody he shall be at the time of his release shall certify the fact that 
the prisoner has served his sentence for the nonpayment of fine * to the· 
clerk of the court, in the office of which .the judgment is docketed, who 
shall file the certificate with the papers of the case; and shall endorse· 
the fact of the discharge of the fine * by virtue of such certificate, upon: 
the margin of the judgment lien docket where the judgment for such 
fine * is docketed. 

Every person who heretofore shall have been confined according· 
to the provisions of law at the time in force, and been discharged ac­
cording to such law, shall be entitled to the same relief as is provided.
in this section for persons· discharged after the same takes effect.

§ 53-223. Investment of funds belonging to prisoners; use of income •.
-Any portions of the funds held by the Director, or held by any penal'
institution under his jurisdiction, belonging to prii;mners wherever con-·
fined, may, in the discretion of the Director, he invested in bonds of
the Commonwealth of Virginia or of the United States. Any income or·
increment of increase received from such bonds may be used by the
Director, in his discretion, for. the benefit of the prisoners under his care.
. § 53-224. Hours of Iabor.-The Director shall, through the superin--

tendents, wardens, managers or officials of the penitentiary, State * 
Correctional Farm, or camps, in the State, so far as it is pra:cticable,. 
cause all of the prisoners in such institutions or camps, who are phys-­
ically capable to be employed at useful labor * 

§ 53°227. Loss of accumulated time for attempting to escape.-In.
case a prisoner attempts to escape or leaves; without permission, the· 
State penitentiary, State * Correctional Farm or any * correctional field
unit shall, upon being recaptured or taken, lose all his accumulated time� 

§ 53-228. * The power to commute capital punishment and to grant
pardons or reprieves in misdemeanor and felony cases is * vested in 
the Governor who shall exercise such powers as he in his discretion 
deems advisable. 

§ 53-229. Investigation of cases for executive clemency�-The Vir­
ginia Probation and Parole Board shall, on the request of the Governor, 
investigate and report to the Governor on all cases in which executive 
clemency is sought. The Board may so investigate and report in any 
case in which it believes action on the part of the Governor is proper or 
for the best interest of the Commonwealth. 

§ 53-231. Appointrnent.-The Probation and Par.ole Board shall
consist of three members appointed by the Governor subject to con­
firmation by the General Assembly, if in session when such appointment 
is made, and if not in session, then at its next succeeding session. 

§ 53-232. Terms of Members.-* All appointments to the Proba­
tion and Parole Board shall be for terms of six years, except appoint­
ments to fill vacancies which shall be made for the unexpired terms. 

§ 53-233. Suspension or removal of members.-The members of
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the Probation and Parole Board shall be subject to suspension or re­
moval by the Governor in his discretion. 

§ 53-234. Director of Probation and Parole.-The Governor shall
designate one of the members so appointed as Director of Probation 
and Parole. The Director of Probation and Parole shall serve as chair­
man of the · Board. Whenever the word "Director" is used in this 
"' chapter it shall mean the Director of Probation and Parole except 
when the Director of the Department of Welfare and Institutions is 
expressly referred to, and whenever the word "Board" is used in this * 
chapter it shall mean the Virginia Probation and Parole Board. 

§ 53-236. Sal�ries of members of' Board.-The members of the * ·
Board shall receive such salary as may be provided from time to time 
in the general appropriation acts. 

§ 53-239. Hearings and subpoenas.-The * Board is l:luthorized to
hold and conduct hearings, to issue subpoenas requiring the attendance 
of witnesses and the production of records, memoranda, papers and 
other documents before the * Board or any representative of the Board, 
aild to administer oaths and to take testimony thereunder. In its dis­
cretion the * Board may authorize any member of the Board to hold 
and conduct hearings, issue subpoenas, and administer oaths and take 
testimony thereunder. If any person shall fail or refuse to obey any 
such subpoena issued by the * Board or any member thereof, or shall 
hinder the orderly conduct and decorum of any hearing held and con­
ducted by the * Board or any member thereof, he shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished accordingly. 

§ 53-240. Access to prisoners; reports of prison officials.-It shall
be the duty of all prison officials to grant to the members of the * Board, 
or its properly accredited representatives, access at all reasonable times 
to any prisoner whom the * Board has power to parole, to provide for 
the * Board, or such representatives, facilities for communicating with 
and observing such prisoner, and to furnish to the * Board such reports 
as the Board or the Director shall request concerning the conduct and 
character of any prisoner in their custody, and other facts deemed by 
the * Board pertinent in determining whether such prisoner shall be 
paroled. 

§ 53-241. Functions, powers and duties of the Director of Proba­
tion and Parole.-In addition to his other functions, powers and duties 
prescribed by law, the Director of Probation and Parole, sometimes 
in this article ref er�ed to as the Director, shall: 

(1) Preside at all :rµeetings of the * Board and cause to be kept by
the secretary the minutes of its proceedings and all other records re­
quired by law or by the Board to be kept incident to its functions, 
powers and duties; 

(2) Carry or cause to be carried into effect all orders of the Board
and all rules and regulations adopted by it pursuant to the provisions 
of this article; 

(3) With respect to parole and parolees, direct and supervise the
work of all probation and parole officers appointed pursuant to the 
provisions of this article; 

(4) Prepare and submit to the several circuit and corporation
courts .of the Commonwealth, authorized to appoint probation and pa­
role officers pursuant to the provisions of this article, lists of persons 

· :Suitable and qualified, in his opinion, for appointment as such officers;
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(5) · Make such use. of agents and employees of the Department of
Welfare and Institutions as may be made available by the Director of 
that Department in the administration of this article. The Director of 
Probation and Parole is also authorized, within the limit of funds. 
available for such purpose, to employ such additional agents and em-­
ployees as may be needed in the administration of this article. The 
employment and removal of all such agents and employees who are· 
compensated at a rate of eighteen hundred dollars or more per annum 
shall be subject to the approval of the * Board. 

§ 53�242. Division of State into parole districts.-The * Board shall
divide the State into as many separate parole districts as it deems 
necessary or d_esirable effectively to carry out the· purposes of this 
article, and may change, from time to time, the area embraced in any· 
parole district to conform to circumstances, conditions, needs, and -de­
mands as ther arise or develop. 

§ 53-244. How _such officers appointed.-When the area of any dis-­
trict lies solely in counties and cities comprising a single judicial circuit,. 
the officer or officers shall be appointed by the judge of the circuit. When 
the area of a parole district lies in counties located partly in two or· 
more judicial circuits, the probation and parole officers shall be ap­
pointed by the joint action of the judges of the several circuits. ff 
there are more than two such judges, a majority vote shall control the 
appointment. When the area of a parole district lies partly in counties. 
comprising part of a judicial circuit and partly in a city having a 
corporation or hustings court, the appointment shall be made by the· 
joint action of the circuit and corporation or hustings court judges with 
a majority vote controlling. When a parole district lies wholly within 
a city, the appointment shall be made by the judge or judges of the· 
corporation or hustings court or courts, a majority of the judges con­
trolling the appointment. Whenever the appointment is to be made by· 
two judges and they fail to agree upon an appointee or fail to notify 
the Director * that any list of eligible persons submitted by him is un-­
satisfactory, after the expiration of sixty days from the time the list 
was submitted .the Board shall appoint .the probation and parole officer­
for the district involved.· 

Such appointments shall be made from lists of eligible persons sub­
mitted by the· Dire"ctor * , but if any list submitted is unsatisfactory to, 
the judge or judg�s. or a majority of them having the appointing power, 
the Director * shall, at his or their request, submit additional lists con-­
taining the names of additional eligible persons until an appointment 
satisfactory to the judge or judges may be made. At least two of the 
names contained ir,. each list shall be names of persons resident in the·
district for which the appointment is to be made. · 

§ 53-247. Payment of expenses and compensation.-Each probation
and. parole officer shall also be paid all necessary traveling and other-
expenses incurred by him in the discharge of his dutie.s hereunder. The· 
salary and expenses herein provided for shall be paid by. the State and· 
no part shall be paid by or chargeable to any county or city, except as. 
hereinafter provided. 

Provided, however, the governing body of any county or city may 
add to. the fixed compensation of such probation and parole officers 
such amount as such governing body may appropriate with such total 
amount not to exceed :fifty percent of the amount paid by the State to, 
s�c:h:p_robat�on an� parole officers and provided further that n<> sueµ, . 
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additional. amount paid by such city, cities, county or counties shall be 
chargeable to the Department of Welfare and Institutions or the Pro.­
. bation and Parole Board, nor will it remove or supersede any authority, 
control or supervision of such Department or Board. 

§ 53-249. Use of officers as to persons convicted of violation of
ordinance.-Upon request of the governing body of a county, city · or 
town the probation and parole officer shall perform the same duties and 
have the same powers as to persons convicted for violations of ordinances 
of the county, city or town as he has as to persons violating laws of the 
State, but the· county, city or town so using the services of such proba­
tion and parole officer shall pay a pro rata part of his expenses to be 
arrived at by mutual agreement between the local governing body and
tlie Pro_bation and Parole Board. · · 

§ 53-250. Functions, powers and duties of probation and parole of­
ficers.-In addition to other functions, powers and duties prescribed by 
this article, each probation and parole officer shall: 
. . . (1) Investigate· and report on any case pending in any court or 
before any justice in his jurisdiction referred to him by the cour't or
justice; · · 

(2) Supervise ·and assist all persons within his territory placed on
probation, and furnish every such person with a written statement of 
the .conditions of his probation and instr.uct him therein; 

(3) Supervise and assist all persons _within his territory released on
parole; 

( 4) Arrest, and recommit to the place of confinement from· which .
he was released, or in which he would have been confined but for the 
suspension of his sentence or of its imposition� for violation of the 
terms of probation or parole, any P,robationer or parolee under his 
supervision,- or as directed by the Dir.ector * , or the court, pending a 
hearing by the * Board or the court, as the case may be; 

(5) Keep such records, make such report�. �nd perform such oth�r
duties . as are required of him by the Director and by the rules ari<;l 
regulations prescribed by the * Board, and such as are required:. pf 
him by the court or judge by whom he was appointed. · ·. 

Provided that nothing in this article shall be considered · as re­
quiring the fnvestigation or supervision of cases before juvenile and
domestic relations courts under provisions of §§ 63-257 to 63-307.. · · 

§ 53-251. Eligibility for parole.-(1) Except as herein otherwise
provided, every person convicted of a felony, and sentenced and -com­
mitted under the laws of this Commonwealth to the State penitentiary, 
the State * Correctional Farm, or any of the * Bureau of Correctional
Field Units camps, and any subsidiary institution, if a part of the m1;1jor 
penal system, shall be eligible for parole after serving one fourth of 
the term of imprisonment imposed, or. after serving twelve consecutive 
years of the term of imprisonment imposed if one fourth of the. term 
of imprisonment imposed is more than twelve years. In case of terms 
of imprisonment to be served consecutively, the total time imposed shall 
constitute the term of the imprisonment; in the case of terms of im­
prisonment to be served concurrently, the longest term imposed shall 
be the term of imprisonment. · 

. (2) Persons sentenced to die shall not be eligible .fo� par�i.�:.-
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(3) Persons sentenced to life imprisonment shall be· eligible for
�arole · after serving fifteen consecutive years. 

§ 53-251.2. Eligibility of persons sentenced to jails for more than
twelve months.-Persons convicted of felonies or misdemeanors who 
are sentenced to jaHs, not eligible under § 53-251.1, shall be eligible for 
parole in the same manner as provided in § 53-251; provided the total 
sentences to be served, exclusive of fines* are more than twelve months; 
and provided further that such jail inmates are incarcerated by trans­
fer or commitment to the same State penal institutions as set forth in 
§ 53-251. The Virginia Probation and Parole Board shall have the sanie
powers and duties to carry out the provisions of this section as· are 11et

·forth in § 53-238.

§ 53-253. Thorough investigation prior to release.-No person shall
be released on parole by the* Board until it has made, or caused to be 
made, a thorough investigation as to the history, the physical and mental 
condition, and the character of the prisoner and his conduct, employ­
ment and attitude while in prison, nor until the * Board has determined 
that his release on parole will be compatible with the interests of the. 
prisoner and of society. 

§ 53-254. Public or private hearings.-Hearings by the * Board
may ,be either public or private. · · 

§ 53-257. Parolees to complywith terms; furnishing copies.-Each
· parolee while on parole shall comply with such terms and conditions
as may be prescribed by the * Board. When any prisoner is released on

. parole, the Director shall furnish such parolee, and the probation and
parole officer having supervisi9n of such parolee, a copy of the terms
and conditions of the parole and any changes which may from time to
time be made therein.

§ 53-258. Arrest and return of parolee to institution.-The * Board
may at any time, in its discretion, upon information or a showing of
a violation or a probable violation by any parolee of any of the terms
or conditions upon which he was released on parole, issue, or cause to
be issued, a warrant for the arre�t and return of such parolee to the
institution from which he was paroled, or to any other penalinstitution
which may be designated by the Board. The Director may also at any
time, in his discretion, upon information or a showing of a yiolation or
probable violation by any parolee of any of the terms or conditions
upon which· such parolee was released on parole, issue, or cause to be
issued, a warrant for the arrest and Teturn of such parolee to the insti­
tution from which he was paroled, or to any other penal institution
whicli may be designated by the Director. Each such warrant shall
authorize all officers named therein to arrest and return such parolee
to actual custody in the penal institution from which he was paroled,
or to any other institution designated by the Board or the Director, as
the case may be.

§ 53-260. Parolee considered as escapist after issuance of warrant.
-Any parolee for whose arrest a warrant has been issue.a by the *
Board- or by the Director shall, after the issuance of such warrant, be
treated as an escaped prisoner, and the time from the issuing of such
warrant to the date of his arrest shall not be �ounted as any part of
the time to be served under his sentence.

§ . 53-261. Procedure on return of parolee to institution·.-When any
parolee is returned or delivered to any institution in accordance with 
the provisions of § 53-258, he shall be held in accordance with rules of 
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the * Board and subject to further action of the Board. The officer in 
charge of such institution shall see that the * Board is notified promptly 
of each such return or delivery. 

§. 53-262. Revocation of parole;· extension of terms and conditions
of .parole; further confinement.-Whenever any parolee is arrested and 
recommitted as hereinbefore provided, the *· Board sball consider the 
case and act with reference thereto as soon as it may be conveniently 
possible.· The Board, in its discretion, may revoke the parole and order 
the reincarceration of the prisoner for the unserved portion of the term 
of imprisonment originally imposed upon him, or it may reinstate the 
parole either upon such terms and ,conditions as were originally pre­
scribed or .as may be prescribed in addition thereto or in lieu thereof. 

§ 53-263. Discharge of parolee._::_ When any· paroled prisoner has
faithfully performed all of the conditions and obligations imposed upon 
him by the terms of his parole for such time as shall satisfy the * Board 
that -his final release is not incompatible with his welfare or that uf so­
ciety, the ,ic Board may enter a final order of discharge and issue to the 
paroled prisoner a certificate of discharge. 

·§ 53-'264. Release of prisoner subject lo parole.-The Director of
the Department of Welfare and Institutions shall release, or cause to 
be released, into the custody of the Probation and Parole Board or any 
of its· probation and parole officers or to the Director of Probation and·
Parole, any prisoner subject to parole under the laws of this State when­
ever directed so to do· by the Probation and Parole Board or by the 
Director or.Probation and Parole. 

§ 53.:265. Cases of executive clemency; investigations . and reports;
supervision of prisoners given conditional pardons.-(a) The provisions. 
of this article shall not be construed as limiting or abridging in any 
respect the powers of the Governor with respect to executive pardons, 
commutations of sentences, reprieves, or remissions of fines and penal­
ties. The Director and the * Board shall make such investigations and 
reports with respect to any pardon, commutation of sentence, reprieve,. 
or remission of fine or penalty, applied for, sought or contemplated, 
as the Governor may request. 

· (h) ·The Director, through the probation and parole officers, shall
·further· exercise such supervision over prisoners released on conditional
pardon as the Governor may require.

·§ 53-266. Appointment, removal and oath of office.-The judges of
all courts of record of this State having jurisdiction of criminal cases. 
and police justices may appoint one or more qualified persons, male or 
fem ale, as probation officers under the direction of the court making 
such appointment. The appointing judge or justice may remove for· 
cause any probation officer after due notice and opportunity to be 
heard. The appointment of a probation officer and designation, where· 
proper, of a chief probation officer shall be made upon the recommen­
dation of the Probation and Parole Board, shall be in writing and en­
tered on the records of the· court of the judge making such appointment, 
and copies of the order of appointment shall be delivered to the officer· 
so appointed, and filed in the office of the * Board. Each probation 
officer, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall take an oath: 
of office, to be administered by the judge making the appointment. 

§ 53-268. Appointment based upon merit.-The * Board shall estab-·
lish rules and regulations pursuant to which appointments under .this. 
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article shall be made to· the end that' such appointinents shall be based 
upon merit only. 

§ .53-279. Duties of Parole Board.-The P;obatiori and Parole Boatd 
shall cooperate in every way possible with the courts of this Common­
wealth in putting this article into operation and making it effective and 

·useful. It shall conduct examinations or inquiries as to the fitness of
· ·applicants for appointment as probation officer and shall make recom­
mendation thereon to the proper courts. It shall prepare standard forms 
for the use of probation ·officers� and shall in general supervise and 
·foster _probation work in this Sta:te.

. .
: . . .  

· § .  53-292 • .  Conspiracy as a felony.-Any * two or more:.convicts sp
con:ijn�d, c:>r in su.ch custody, .who conspire together to commit any 
.offense 1I1entioned.in the preceding·section (§ 53-291), sh.all be de emed 
:guilty �ach of felony •.. · . . .. : · · · · 

·, § 53�294. If convict com�it a�y other felony, how p�nished�-If a
·convict in the penitentiary-commit any felony (other than is. provided
for in the * two preceding sections (§§ 53-291 * and, 53-292)):; which. is 
punishable by confinement therein or with death, h� shall. su:f.f e� the 
:s_ai:p.e p\mishment. as if .he .bad been discharged before committing i_t .. 

• . J 
• 

: ,  .• . • '· ·· § 53-30i� · When prisoner surrendered . as witness.-Prisoners inay 
'.h�. surrendered as witnesses 'if a judge of any court of record of the
United States or of the District of Columbia� or· of any state, certifies 
under the seal of ·such court that: ,. . . 

. . .  . .  

. . . (1) The:i;-e is a. crimi.nal p:rpse.c1,1ti.on p_e;ndiI!,g in _such court or that
.a grand jury investigation has c_ommeri.ce<l_or.,is ·about to commence; 

. . . . 

(2) A person · confined in· the Virginia State penitentiary, at a * 
Bureau of Correctional Field Units camp, at the State farm, or at any 
-other prison under the jurisdiction of the Director is a material witness 
in such prosecution; or grand jury investigation, and that his presence 
will be required at a time stated;  . : .· 

(3) The officer presenting the certificate is authorized to receive
·.custody of such prisoner and will retain him in his custody until his
_.r,e�tirn to this State; · · · ' 

(4) The prisoner will be safely. returned to the custody of ·the
Director at the penitentiary in Richmond, at such * field upit calilp, or
:a� the: prison at which ·he is, a:s: the·pirec�or may direct. · · 

Upon presentation of such certificate to the Director, the Director 
may, in his discretion, with the approval of the Governor if he is of 
,opinion that the ends of justice will be promoted thereby, surrender any 
:such prisoner into the custody of any such officer named in such cer-
1ificate. 

§ 53-305. Appointment of committee for property.-When a person
is convicted of a felony and sentenced to confinement in the penitentiary 
-or·fo the* Bureau of Correctional Field Units for one year or more his
estate, both real and personal, if aily he has, shall, on motion of any 
�party interested, be committed by the circuit or corporation court of 
the county or city in which.his estate, or some part thereof is, to a person
·selected by the court, who after giving bond before the court, in such 
penalty as it may prescribe, shall have charge of the estate until the
-convict is discharged from confinement. 
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§ 53-314. Notice to immigration authorities.-If it shall appear that
such person is an alien it shall be the duty of the warden, superintend­
ent, sheriff or other officer in charge of such State or county institution 
immediately to notify the United States immigration officer in charge 
of the district in which such penitentiary, reformatory, jail or other 
institution is located, of the date of and the reasons for such alien's 
commitment, the length of time for which committed, the country of 
which he is a citizen, his age, and the date and vessel, vehicle or air­
craft on which and the * place at which he last entered the United 
States. 

2. That §§ 53-5, 53-6, 53-7, 53-22, 53-32, 53-43, 53-65, 53-66, 53-80,
53-81, 53-82, 53-83, 53-84, 53-85, 53-86, 53-90, 53-91, 53-93, 53-99.1, 53-124,
53-125, 53-126, 53-128, 53-167, 53-183.1, 53-217, 53-225, and 53-278 of the
Code of Virginia are repealed.

3. That for and as the title, or caption, of Article 3 of Chapter 1 of
Title· 53 of the Code of Virginia, the words "Industrial Goods and
Services" hereafter shall be used in the place and stead of the words
"Prison Goods", and Title 53 shall be construed as having been so
amended.

4. That hereafter Chapter 3 of Title 53 of the Code of Virginia shall
not be divided into articles, but every section thereof shall be construed
as a correlative of every other section, to which end all numbers and
titles, or captions, by which such former articles shall have been des­
ignated are repealed.

5. It is the intention of the General Assembly that this act shall be
liberally construed to effect the purposes set out herein, and if any
clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this act shall ever be declared
unconstitutional, it shall be deemed severable, and the remainder of
this act shall continue in full force and effect.

6. This act shall become effective October 1, 1970.
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