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Report of die 
Colllllllttee oa Mllltla ad Police 

To 
Tbe Govenor ad die Geaeral Altllembly of Vlrpnla 

Rlctunoad, Vlrpda 
Jaaary, 1m 

To: Honorable Charles S. Robb, Governor of Vlrpda 
and 

The General Assembly of Vlrpda 

1. Introduction

Bouse Resolution No. 44 of the 1981 General Assembly requested the Committee on Mllltia and
Police of the Bouse of Deleptes to study the feasibility of transferring supervisory authority over 
the CBpltol Police Force from the Secretary of Public Safety to the General Assembly. A copy of 
tile Resolution Is attached as Appendix 1. 

Delegate A. Victor Thomas was elected cbalrman of the subcommittee appointed to study the 
Issue. Other members of the Committee on Mllltia and Police appointed to serve the Committee 
were Deleptes James F. Almand, Arthur R. Geisen, Wllllam P. Robinson, Jr. and C. Richard 
Cranwell, s offido. 

2. Background

The Executive Branch, tbroqll the Secretary of Public Safety, Is currently charged with
responsibility for the capitol Police Force. Costs and expenses associated with maintenance of the 
Force are paid out of the budget for the Secretary of Public Safety. Appromnately 88% of amounts 
allocated to the capitol Police are utlllzed for payment of saJarles and related spenses. 

There are fifty-six members of the Force, lncludlng the Cblef. Seven new positions bave been 
added since July of 1981 due to the lncreaslng responsibilities of the Force. The Force bas two 
automobiles avaUable for lts use. 

In Rlclunond, the Force bas the duty of protectlng approximately thirty-seven office buildings 
and twenty-flve state-owned parklq lots. Members of the Force are authorlzed to make arrests and 
swear out warrants for offenses committed ln the capitol Square. The powers and duties of 
members of the force are the same as thole of the local jurlsdlctlon ln which the property they are 
charged to protect Is located. Their jurlsdlctton Is concurrent with the local police wltbln one 
hundred yards of any property they are protectlq 

In addition, subject to the approval of the Governor, members of the force may be assigned to 
protect any state-owned or controlled property and may perform protective services ·for the 
Governor, members of the flrst famlly, the Ueuteaant Governor, the Attorney General and members 
of the General Assembly. 

3. Activities of the Subcommittee

The subcommittee met on November 5 and November 23, 1981 and again by telephone
conference on January 7, 1982. The subcommittee dlsculled the matter of a transfer of supervisory 
authority with T. Rocbnan Layman, Secretary of the Police Safety and Major A. P. Tucker, Cb.let of 
the capitol Police. 

The Secretary told the subcommittee that the force Is currently functlonlq well. Be stated his 
oplnlon that a transfer of supervisory authority was not necessary at this time. Major Tucker agreed 
that the force Is currently functlonlq well. However, Major Tucker dted the chronic man-power 
shortage and resultant · need for extensive overtime and the fact tbat the force bas only two 
automobiles ln support of his contention that the needs of the force were not belq met promptly. 
Major Tucker felt tbat closer contact could be maintained between the force and the General 
Alaembly and that the General Assembly would be more responstve to the needs of the force. 

Jack Heishman of Secretary Layman's office prepared three line charts outllnlng the alternatives 



considered by the Subcommittee. Tile ftrst alternative (Appendix D) would have retatned the status 
quo: the Secretary of Public Safety would have remained dtrectly respomd.ble for the C&pltol · Police. 
The second alternative (Appendix III) would have allowed for the creation of a Joint IJalson 
Subcommittee to be comprtsecl of members of the Committees on Rules for the Senate and the 
Rouse of Delegates, to oversee the supervisory procedure. Direct responalblllty for the force would 
have remained with the Secretary. Under the tblrd alternative. (Appendlz IV) supervisory authority 
for the Capitol Police would have been transferred to the General Asllembly. The Joint Rules 
Committee of the Rouse of Delegates would bave direct responslblllty for the Capitol Police Force. 

3. Recommendations

The Subcommittee recommends that direct supervisory authority over the Capitol Pollce Force
be transferred to the General Assembly. It Is believed by the subcommittee that such a transfer will 
ensure that the needs of the Capitol Police Force are promptly and adequately met to enable the 
force to continue to effectively serve the Commonwealth. 

In order to facllltate the transfer, so as not to disrupt the operations of the Force, the 
subcommittee recommends that the LealSl&tlve Support Commlsslon be aranted responslblllty for the 
Poree. The Commtsston sball report to tbe Committees on Rules of tbe Senate and tbe Rouse of 
Delegates. The Joint Rules Committee sbal1 oversee the supervision of tbe Capitol Police by tbe 
Commission. 

The amendments to the Code of Vtrglnla, necessary to implement the recommendations of the 
subcommittee are attached to this report as Appendix V. 

Respectfu1ly subrnlttecl, 

A. Victor Thomas

James P. Almand 

Arthur R. Geisen 

Wllllam P. Robinson, Jr. 

C. Richard Cranwell, ex offldo



Appeaclls I 

BOUSE RESOLUUON NO. 44 

Offered Juuary It, 1181 

Rsquating the Committee on Militia and Police to study the feasibility of transferring supervisory 
authority over the Capitol Police force from the Secretary of Public Safety to the General 
Assllmbly. 

Patroa-Cruwell 

Referred to the Committee oa Rules 

WHEREAS. the duties of the capitol Police officers center malnly around the protection of 
members of the legislature and their famlly and the protection of capitol Square and bulldlngs 
adjacent thereto: and 

WHEREAS, the capitol Police force Is presently under the supervisory authority of the Secretary 
of Publlc satety and the Executive Branch; and 

WHEREAS, it may be desirable to study the feastbWty of transferlng the capitol Pollce force 
from this encutive supervisory authority to the leglslaUve branch; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED by the Bouse of Delegates, Tbat the Committee on Mllltla and Pollce Is requested to 
study the feaslblllty of transferlng supervisory authority over the C&pltol Police force from the 
Secretary of Public satety to the General Alllembly. Tbe Committee sball make a report of lts 
ffncUngs, togetber with any recommended legislation, If any, at the conclusion of its study. 

Tbe cost of this study sball not ezceed ftve thousand dollars. 
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Appendix V 

1 D 1/7/82 DEVINE C 1/13/82 key 

2 A BILL to amend and reenact§ 30-34.2 of the Code of 
3 Virginia, and to amend the Code of Virginia by adding a

4 section numbered 30-34.2:l, and to repeal §§ 

5 2.1-51.18:1 and 2.1-51.18:2 of the Code of Virginia, 

6 the amended, added and repealed sections pertaining 

7 generally to supervision of Capitol Police; powers and 
8 duties. 

9 

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia: 

11 1. That§ 30-34.2 of the Code of Virginia is amended and

12 reenacted, and that the Code of Virginia is amended �y 

13 adding a section numbered 30-34.2:1, as follows: 

14 § 30-34. 2. Powers and duties gcmerally. --The Commission

15 shall have the following powers and duties: 

16 1. To supervise the printing and distribution of bills,

17 resolutions, joint resolutions, House documents, Senate 

18 documents or other matters directed to be printed for use of 

19 the Senate or the House of Delegates and intended for 

20 temporary use, as well as the printing and distribution of 

21 House Journals, Senate Journals and the Acts of Assembly; 

22 2. To supervise the maintenance and operation of the

23 General Assembly Building; 

24 3. To supervise and assist the Capitol Hostesses;

25 -!. To employ su,:h personnel as may be necessary to 

26 carry out the purposes of this chapter; 

27 4a. __ To supervise _the Ca:pitol __ Police _Force;_ 

28 5. To make and enter into all contracts and agreements
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1 necessary or incidental to the performance of its duties and 

2 the execution of its powers under this chapter; 

3 6. To do all acts necessary or convenient to carry out

4 the purposes of this chapter; and 

5 7. To perform other duties as directed by the

6 Committees on Rules of the House of Delegates and the Senate 

7 of Virginia. 

8 § 30"'.'34.2:1. Powers, du1=_ies and functions_s,_!_gapitol

9 Police. --The Capitol Police may exercise wi t_!lin_!:he __ ��If!i ts 

10 of the Capitol Square and, when assigned t<? __ any other 

11 properJ:._y owned or control le� the Commonweal th or __ any 

12 .§.5[_ency, department, institution or commission thereof,_ all 

13 the __ powers, duties and functions which are exercised _b_y __ �_b.-� 

14 p_(?lice of the city, or th�_.J?.9lice or sheriff of t_h� county 

15 within which. sa�roperty is located. _The _jurisdtc_ti_s>_I.1 of 

16 the Cap401 Police shall further extend __ 300_feet ___ beyond the 

1 7 bounda1::Y__of any_p!_?p�rty_ they are regui red to _ _protect, such 

18 jurisdiction to be concurrent with tf1�t of ot�er 

19 law-enforcement officers of the locali�n which_�uc!! 

20 p_��_E�rty is located._. Mernbe_Es of the Capi to}: __ Po_l_ice_� ___ '1.b:�n 

21 assigned to accompan_y the Governor,_ members_ of. the 

22 Governor's fa:nilY., the . Lieutenant Governor, . the. Attorney 

23 General, or members __ of the General Assembly,. shall be vested 

2"± with al l ____ the _powers _and_authori t_y_ of __ a law-enforcement 

'.": :� o 1. Li.ct� 1· . .:, L a_n y __ city C>l" <:.��11.1"1: Y.. in __ \vhi ch. th_•c_!_Y_ a re r�gu ired_ t_o

�c be . 

27 2. That§§ 2.1-51.18:1 and 2.1-51.18:2 of the Code of 

28 Virginia are repealed. 

2 

10 








