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INTRODUCTION 

The Virginia horse industry generates over $417 million each 
year to the economy of the Commonwealth, ranks sixth among 
Virginia's agriculture commodities with $102 million in yearly 
cash farm receipts, and markets horses abroad accounting for $10 
million to $30 million in export sales per year. A permanent 
quarantine facility does not now exist at Virginia's primary 
international airport but has been discussed by the state horse 
industry and the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services since the 1960's. 

Generally assumed economic benefits of such a facility for 
horses at Dulles Washington International Airport include: 
heightened international awareness of Virginia horses; slightly 
increased employment opportunities within the Commonwealth; 
increased aviation fuel sales; stimulation of traffic through the 
state's service facilities (hotels, restaurants, etc.); and a 
decreasing of the costs and risks of moving valuable horses out 
of state for international shipment. Full development of these 
potential benefits will realistically be stymied by certain 
inherent problems in airline animal freight scheduling and less 
than acceptable usage projections. 

DISCUSSION 

All import/export quarantine stations must be authorized by 
the U.S.D.A. Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). 
Import and export centers are treated as separate entities by 
APHIS even when occupying adjacent sites at one airport. Import 
facilities may be provided by entities other than U.S.D.A: , but 
must be administratively under direct operational supervision by 
APHIS. Of the three permanent import facilities in the United 
States, both Miami, Florida and Newburgh, New York, are owned and 
solely operated by the federal government. The facility at Los 
Angeles International Aiport represents direct operational 
supervision, but is owned by "Jet Pets, Inc.", a private concern. 
Standards for approval of such private facilities for horses were 














