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The General Assembly of Virginia 

The 1991 General Assembly requested the Virginia Code Commission to 
study and revise Title 24.1 and to report its findings to the Governor and the 1 993 

· Session of the General Assembly in the form of a recodified title. 1991 SJR 242.
The Resolution directing this recodification emphasized the need to eliminate
obsolete and duplicative provisions and to use plain and precise languaQe. The
goal of this recodification is a clearer, more easily understood set of election laws
and the elimination of ambiguities in the present law rather than substantive
changes in the law.

By way of contrast, the Title 24. 1 recodification of the election laws was 
undertaken by the Election Laws Study Commission and enacted in 1970. That 
earlier recodification emphasized a large number of substantive changes, 
including the establishment of the central registration roster by the State Board of 
Elections, the elimination of the remnants of the precinct registration system, 
required statewide use of voting machines, elimination of the run-off primary, 
restrictions on the use of absentee ballots as a means to reduce abuses of the 
absentee ballot process, and expanded campaign finance disclosure provisions. 
Those reforms have proven to be beneficial over the past two decades. 

· Many of the changes in proposed Title 24.2 are the progeny of the
substantive revisions enacted in 1970. Over a 23-year span, the automated voter 
registration system, the role of the general registrar, and the campaign disclosure 
laws have changed and matured. Most of the changes have been piecemeal. 
The present recodification provides the opportunity to review provisions in the 
context of the whole title -- a process not feasible during the regular legislative 
sessions. 

There is considerable restructuring in proposed Title 24.2 as the outlines of 
the organization of Titles 24.1 and 24.2 indicate. The reorganization is designed 
to provide a more logical framework for the title beginning with definitions and the 
administrative structure for our registration and election system. Definitions and 
terminology are brought up to date. Many changes reflect the effort to use 
simpler, more easily understood language. 



The outlines, the recodification of Title 24.1, and related revisions in Title 
15.1 are set out in Appendix I. Appendix II carries the comparative tables which 
cross-reference the sections of Title 24.1 with counterpart sections in Title 24.2 
and vice versa. 

The Code Commission proposes that the recodification take effect 
December 1, 1993, after the conclusion of the 1993 election cycle. The 
recodification will be submitted to the United States Department of Justice for 
review pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act as was done in 1970 and is 
done for all changes in the election laws. 

The Secretary and staff of the State Board of Elections, the staff of the 
Attorney General's Office, and representative general registrars provided much 
appreciated assistance to the Code Commission in this study. 

The Code Commission recommends that the General Assembly enact 
legislation at the 1993 Session to adopt proposed Title 24.2 and related revisions 
in Title 15.1. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joseph V. Gartlan, Jr., Chairman 
W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr., Vice Chairman
Russell M. Carneal
Bernard S. Cohen
Gail Starting Marshall
E.M. Miller, Jr.
Theodore V. Morrison, Jr.
William F. Parkerson, Jr.

"Jackson E. Reasor, Jr.
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Recodification of Title 24.1 : Elections 

CURRENT OUTLINE PROPOSED OUTLINE 

Title 24.1 Title 24.2 
Elections Elections 

Apportionment of Chapter 1. General Provisions and 
Representatives. Administration. 
§§ 24.1-1 through 24.1-17.3.

Article 1. Applicability; definitions. 
Senatorial Districts of Virginia. Article 2. State Board of Elections. 
24.1-17.4 through Article 3. Local Electoral Boards. 
24.1-17.47. Article 4. Registrars. 

Article 5. Officers of Election. 
House of Delegates Districts. Article 6. Miscellaneous Provisions. 
§§ 24.1-17.100 through
24.1-17.203. Chapter 2. Federal, Commonwealth, and 

Congressional Districts of 
Local Officers. 

Virginia. Article 1. General Provisions. 
§§ 24.1-17 .300 through Article 2. Federal Offices. 
24.1-17.314. Article 3. Statewide Offices: Governor, 

State Board of Elections. 
Lieutenant Governor, and 
Attorney General. 

§§ 24.1-18 through 24.1-28. Article 4. General Assembly. 
Article 5. Constitutional and Local Officers. 

In General. Article 6. Vacancies in Elected 
Central Registration Roster. Constitutional and Local Offices. 

Article 7. Removal of Public Officers from 
Electoral Boards. Office. 
§§ 24.1-29 through 24.1-35.1.

Election Districts. 
Chapter 3. Elections Districts, Precincts, 

§§ 24.1-36 through 24.1-40. and Polling Places. 

Cooperation With Census Article 1. Joint Reapportionment 

Bureau; Requirements for Committee. 

Election Districts. 
Article 2. Congressional, Senatorial, and 

[Expired or Repealed.] 
House of Delegates Districts. 

Article 3. Requirements for Election 

Requirements for Elections 
Districts, Precincts, and Polling 
Places. 

Districts and Precincts. Article 4. Effective Dates of Redistricting 
§§ 24.1-40. 7 through 24.1-40.11. Measures. 

Qualifications Qf Voters and Chapter 4: Voter Registration. 

Registration 
Article 1. Qualifications. §§ 24.1-41 through 24.1·72.
Article 2. Virginia Voter Registration 

Special Registration. System. 

§§ 24.1-72.1 through 24.1-72.15. Article 3. Locations and Times for 
Registration. 

Temporary Registration for Article 4. Registration of Voters. 



Presidential Election. 
Article 2. Early Registration for Congressional 

and Presidential Elections. 
[Repealed.] 

Article 3. Temporary Absentee Registration for 
Certain Overseas Citizens. 

Chapter 6. Commonwealth and Local 
Officers. 
§§ 24.1-73 through 24.1-94.

Article 1. In General. 
Article 1.1. Removal of Public Officers From 

Office. 
Article 2. Commonwealth Officers. 
Article 3. City, County and District Officers. 
Article 4. Local Officers. 

Chapter 7. The Election. 
§§ 24.1 �95 through 24.1-235.

Article 1. In General. 
Article 2. Presidential Elections. 
Article 2.1. State Selection Procedures for 

Nomination of Presidential 
Candidates. [Repealed. J 

Article 3. Special Elections. 
Article 4. Candidates for Office. 
Article 5. Primary Elections. 
Article 5.1. 1988 Presidential Preference 

Primary Election. [Repealed.] 
Article 6. Voting Machines. 
Article 7. Absentee Voting. 

Chapter 8. Contested Elections and 
Recounts. 
§§ 24.1-236 through 24.1-250.

Chapter 9. Fair Elections Practices Act. 
§§ 24.1-251 through 24.1-263.1.

Chapter 10. Election Offenses; Penalty. 
§§ 24.1-264 through 24.1-282.

Adicl1 §. 
Adt,11 t 

Arti,1§ z. 

Article 84 
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Qualification and Requirements of Al 
candidates. 
Independent Candidates. 
Nominations of Candidates by 
Political Parties. 
Conduct of Primaries. 
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Persons and Committees Other 
Than Campaign Committees. 
Disclosure Reports. 
Penalties. 

Election Offenses Generally; 
Penalties. 



ELECTIONS. 

CHAPTER 1. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS AND ADMINISTRATION. 

Chapter Dratting Note: Proposed Chapter 1 brin� together at the outset of the Title the 
definitions and the administrative framework for the election laws in a new introductory chapter. 
The first article sets out revised definitions with changes to reflect the evolution in voter 
registration and election laws since the 1970 recodification. 

The administration of voter registration and election laws is carried out by the State Board 
of Elections, the local electoral boards, the general registrars• offices, and the officers of 
election. The provisions on the structure and duties of these administrative personnel are 
scattered in. the present title and it is useful to bring these provisions together at the beginning 
of Title 24.2 as a means to set the framework for the title and to eliminate repetition. 

Proposed Articles 2 and 3 on the State Board of Elections and the local electcral boards are 
taken primarily from existing Chapters 2 and 3. Proposed Articles 4 and 5 on voter registrars 
and officers of election are drawn from existing Chapters 5 and 6. Several provisions applicable 
to all local election personnel are included in proposed Article 6. 

Article 1. 

Applicability; definitions. 

§ a+.-1-95 24.2-100 • � wllet eleetiees Applicability of title applieeele .-The provisions of this
title Shall apply to all elections held in this Commonwealth except as is otherwise provided by 
general Jaw. 

DraltiDg Note: No change. This proVision is moved from the beginning of the chapter on 
election procedures to the beginning of the title since it relates to the ;:tpplication of the entire 
title. 

§ au 1. �efiaHieas. l>efiait:iess as used- ift th-is tffle;- ttBless a EliffeFeBt meaning is FeEtHiFed
t,y tile eeate& 

.a, "Beeks" as tiSee ift Peg&F& t& � registtaaee &f qualified Y&ters aae tBe me:ieteeeeee &f 
iafeAB8�ea eeaeeRliag qualified � sllall inelu.de all regiskat:ies Feeerds; lists; e1= files 
wlletller m&imoined ill a eeH; e& eafds; mage.eee ta,e m: aRY � legally peABi�ee � 
IEeepiag eP meiataiBiag eeYiee ef system; 

� "C&adidate'' sllaH w aey pefS6R wne seeks ef eampaiges fM any effiee &f tne 
GewaweaHll eP el 811¥ el its gev-emme&tel UBits ift a primary, geeeral, ef Sl)eeial eleetiea � 
ae ,ee,le 8114 is fill&lifieEl t& lla¥e Ms Ba1Re plaeeEl ea tee aauet. "Caadidate" sllall ieelude a 
pe,sea · wlte sees � aemiaet:ies el a pelieeal f)affY er wit&, � ff6S9R el reeei"'Jiag tne 
aelBiaetiea el a peliaeal pBffY fef eleet:ies te any sue& effiee, is refeffed t& as a- "neminee." 
PeF lie pypPeses el CllapiefS 8 (§ 24.1 238.1 et � aBd- 9 (§ 24.1 251 et � el Ws � 
"eeadidate" sllell else iaelude a write ia eaae.idate; 

� !Re weF4 "CemmeaweaUll" s1lall- mean file Cemmeewealts e:J Virginia; 

� � "Eleet:iea distriet,, may ee a- eeaaty, ety; tewn; magistenel Elistriet el a eeunty, waRi 
et a eity; eF preeiaet eF eeml,iealiea e:J any &f tBese; as may ee ElesigaateEl ey � aatllerity 
eF � law; alNI Sllell eYtff distriets as pFeYieed ffff ift § HU 671.l· er § 24.l 36; 

� "Ceatffl abseatee wteF eleetiea district" means aay aistriet estaelisb:eEl 1n:1FSQa&t ie 
§ au aau weiee may ee a eeHnty, eity, tewe;- eleetien flistRet el a eeaety- � eemhinaeea
taereef, eleeliea dist:Aet el a eHY er eemeinaeea thereef, e1= aBY eemaiaatiee &f JJFeeiaets;

� eeetiees: 

� uceaef81 eleetiea" means aay elediea � iB tee Cammeewealth ea tile Taeseay alter 
tile fifSt Meaday ill Ner:emhef' ef ea the fifSl Tuesday in May ffff tBe }:)H�ese ef. ffl.liBg eUiees 
regularly selledaled ey law te ee fiHee at taese timest 

� "Primary" ef "primary eleetien" meaes aa- eleetiea hel& w- � JJUf'f)ese &f naminating 



eaaElidates as Bemffiee5 a f*,rlik-a! p&mes fe.F eleetiea te effices, aae fer � f)HFf)ese af e:ectiag 
pefSens as memeers ef the cemm1t:tees ef f)elitical parties; 

,fet "Speeial eleetiea0 meaas aay eleetiea � is liekl paFSuaat t& law te fill a vacaaey iB 
effiee 9f te SHBfftit ta the EtllalifieEI ¥etefs fef aeeptieB 9f rejectieB a q:aestioa 9f pref)esitioa, 
pr-evieeEI that a � eleetien seaH ee liekl oo a T:aesaay aBEI may alse ee eeM oo tee flay ef 
e geaeral eleetiea, eut saaH R&t &e Beki oo the same day as a primary eleetiea. AB eleetiea te 
fill a vaeaacy ia aay ee:aaty, aty 9f tawe affiee, iaelsEliag aay effiee nameEl iB Amele ¥lI, 
Seetiea 4;- ef tlle Caastitt1tiea 9f VirgiP!a, regularly elected iB a Ner:emeer geaeF&l electiea shalt 
ee aelEl ea a regHlar NelJemaer geaeral, electiea eay aBEI a& eleetien te fill a vacancy iB aay 
eity 9f tewn &ffiee regularly elected iB a May geaeral electiea SBaD- ee aeld oo a i=eg:alar May 
geneFel eleetieB ElaYt 

00- "Officers el eleetieB" � iaclade all tnese persens aptteinteel hy a& eleeteral aeaRl te
maiaEaia aaEI ef)ef8te a peDiBg f)laee at aay eleetiee aBEI all tease f)eFSees previeasly refen-ee. te 
as "j1:1dges aBEl eleFffS el eleetiea"; 

f+t "Party" 0f "t>elitieal � saaH- meaB aa ergaaimtiea er affiliatiea ef citizens el tile 
Cemmeawealtll � at either el tile tw& preceElieg statewide geaei:al eleetieBS, pelled- at least 
ten peree&t ef tile tetal � east leF aey effiee filled. iB that eleeaea � t&e \Z6iers ef tile 
Cemmeewealtb: at � Sl1eh- erganimtiee &F affiliatiea ef eimeas shall alse ha¥e a state eeatF&l 
eemmittee aoo a Eiuly elected ekairmaa W&iell- eave ceetiaaany eeea ill emsteaee a&e lieleieg 
eUiee f&F tee SHE me&tb.s f)reeeElieg tb:e HliBg ef a eemiaee. Netwi.tb:staatUBg tb:e previsieRS el 
� Pff&F Eleaeitiee iR: effeet l1&aeF this saMi1Jisies, aBf aetieB talre& ea er &efere Aagast ,l.; 
-l-991, � fer m: ea eellall ef aay ergaeimtiee eenstitliaag a pelitieal � BIMier tile !eregeieg 
defieitiea is liereey deemed te &e ¥alki; aREl aay Sl1e& er,gaaimtiee sltall he eleemee. te pessess 
aH i=igMs, f)RYileges aee- eeligatiees f)erminiag te f)elitical f)aAies, iR: tee same maeaer as H tee 
feregeiag defiBitiee W eeee i& effea eeatiaueasly Defere Sl1ek- EIEKe;, 

f8t "Pellieg plaee,?! meaas th.at f)laee prevideEl f&F eae eleeaen eistriet er f)Feeinet at W&ieft 
tb:e fjualified � � a ¥9tiBg resie.eeee ill Sl1eli eleetiea diStriet 01= f)reeieet may � 

� "Preeieet" meaas a distriet desigeated ey pfef)el= aufllerUy witftiB. wliieh- all qualified 
YeiefS ha¥iBg a wti,ag resieeaee tb:ereie may � at tee same pellieg piaee; 

. 

fl'» � wefEls �ifiee. � shall mean a perseR wae aas qualified t& wte f>l!FS\laet ta 
tb:e CeB:SBEUaea aftEI statutes ef tfte Cemmeawealtb:; 

fH-t "R:esiEleaee," fer aH f)\l�eses ef qaalifieatiee te -vete; requires hetb: Elemieile aBEI- a 
,iaee el aeeee: I& eetermiBiBg Elemieile, eeRSiEleF&tiee may ee gi¥eft te tile &pf)lieaBt's eqJi=esseEI 
iBieRt; eeeEluct, aaEl all at:teeEl.aet eireams�aees iee-ladiag, ma Bet limited te, fiaaaeial 
isdepeadeeee, t,usiness f)BFSuit5, empleymeet, iaeeme seurees, resideace l&r iaeeme � f)Ur,eses, 
marif&l status, resideeee ef f)areet5, Sf)8l1Se aREl ellildrea, if any; leasebelEl, sites ef f)ersenal aae 
feal pFepeFfY � ey tb:e applieaet, metal= veaie-le aBEI etaer personal preperty registi:atiae, 
aae saell- � .faeteFs as may reaseaaely &e EleemeEI aeeessary te determine the qHalifieatiea ef 
a& applieant te wte iB aR eleetiae Elistriet; 

-(Ht "Cireuit � Sft&ll mean tile eirel1it eel1ff el reeeFe wliereia deeds el eee:r.ieyaaee ef 
Fe&I :preperty are admitted te i=eeefd, ereeyt iB tb:e Qty ef Riellmeael, tBe Gireuit bOOrt ef tBe 
Qty el Rielimead, Divisiee I; 

fl-3t "QaalifieEI veteF i& a t0Wft!! sliall meaB · a perseR WB& lias aemicile aad a plaee el 
&We witlHB tlte eeuadaries ef tb:e ineeFpeFtlteEI tewn ift wltieft ee effefs t& ¥ate; is � 
registered ift the eeuRty el Ms residenee, aBEl wli& ltas tile etlier (fU&lifieatie&s required � t&e 
Censtiftltiea aad � el Virgiaia. 

§ 24.2�101. Definitions.- As used in this title, unless the context requires a different 
meaning: 

"candidate" means a person who seeks or campaigns for an office of the Commonwealth or 
one of its governmental units in a general, primary, or special election and who is qualified to 
have his name placed on the ballot for the office. "candidate" shall include a person who seeks 
the nomination of a political party or who, by reason of receiving the nomination of a political 
party for election to an office, is referred to as its nominee. For the purposes of Chapters 8 
(§ 24.2-800 et seq.) and 9 (§ 24.2-900 et seq.) of this title, "candidate" shall include any write-in
candidate.

"Central absentee voter precinct" means a precinct established by a county or city pursuant 
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to § 24.2·712 for the processing of absentee ballots tor the county or city or any combination of 
precincts within the county or city. 

"Constitutional office" or "constitutional officer'' means a county or city office or officer 
referred to in Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution of Virginia: clerk of the circuit court, 
attorney for the Commonwealth, sheriff, commissioner of the revenue, and treasurer. 

"Election" means a general, primary, or special election. 

"Election district" means the territozy designated by proper authority or by law which is 
represented by an official elected by the people, including the Commonwealth, a congressional 
district, a General Assembly district, or a district for the election of an official of a county, city, 
town, or other governmental unit 

"Electoral board" or "local electoral board" means a board appointed pursuant to § 24.2·106 
to administer elections for a county or city. The electoral board of the county in which a town 
or the greater part of a town is located shall administer the town's elections. 

"General election" means an election held in the Commonwealth on the Tuesday after the 
first Monday in November or on the first Tuesday in May for the purpose of filling offices 
regularly scheduled by law to be filled at those times. 

"Officer of election" means a person appointed by an electoral board pursuant to § 24.2·115 
to serve at a polling place for any election. 

"Party" or "political party" means an organaation of citizens of the Commonwealth which, at 
either of the two preceding statewide general elections, received at least ten percent of the total 
vote cast for any statewide office filled in that election. The organimtion shall have a state 
central committee and an office of elected state chairman which have been continually in 
existence for the six months preceding the filing of a nominee for any office. 

"Polling place" means the one place provided for each precinct at which the qualified voters 
who are residents of the precinct may vote. 

"Precinct" means the territory designated by the governing body of a county, city, or town 
to be served by one polling place. 

"Primary" or "primary election" means an election held for the purpose of selecting a

candidate to be the nominee of a political party for election to office. 

"Qualified voter" means a person who is entiUed to vote pursuant to the Constitution of 
Virginia and who is (i) eighteen years of age, (ii) a resident of the Commonwealth and of the 
precinct in which he offers to vote, and (iii) registered to vote. No person who has been 
convicted of a felony shall be a qualified voter unless his civil rights have been restored by the 
Governor or other appropriate authority. No person adjudicated to be mentally incompetent shall 
be a qualified voter unless his competency has been reestablished as provided by Jaw. 

"Qualified voter in a town'' means a person who is a resident within the corporate 
boundaries of the town in which he offers to vote, duly registered in the county of bis residence, 
and otherwise a qualified voter. 

"Referendum" means any election held pursuant to law to submit a question to the voters 
for approval or rejection. 

"Registration records" means all official records concerning the registration of qualified 
voters and shall include all records, lists, and files, whether maintained in books, on cards, on 
automated data bases, or by any other legally permitted record-keeping method. 

''Residence" or "resident,'' for all purposes of qualification to register and vote, means and 
requires both domicile and a place of abode. In determining domicile, consideration may be 
given to a person's expressed intent, conduct, and all attendant circumstances including, but not 
limited to, financial independence, business pursuits, employment, income sources, residence for 
income tax purposes, marital status, residence of parents, spouse and children, if any, leasehold, 
sites of personal and real property owned by the person, motor vehicle and other personal 
property registration, and other factors reasonably necessary to determine the qualification of a 
person to register or vote. 

"Special election" means any election which is held pursuant to law to fill a vacancy in 
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oUlce or to hold a referendum. 

"St.ate Board" or "Board" means the State Board ot Elections. 

"Virginia voter registration system" or "voter registration system" means the automated 
central record-keeping system tor all voters registered within the Commonwealth which is 
maintained as provided in Article 2 (§ 24.2-404 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of this title. 

Dratting Note: The definitions are reorganized and set out in alphabetical order. ReVisions in 
the definitions are as follows: 

"C8ndidate" - no change in substance. 

"Central absentee voter precinct" - uses more appropriate word "precinct" in place of 
"election district"; eliminates unneces§l"Y language; deletes option for towns to use these 
precincts since this option has not been used by towns and is more appropriate for use by 
larger localities. 

"Constitutional office" or "constitutional officer" - new definition; added to simplify 
references throughout title to this category of elected officials. 

"Election" - new; formerly a heading for the definitions for general, primary, and special 
elections. 

"Election district" - revised to distinguish between precincts and districts. represented by 
elected officials. The reference to precincts is eliminated. 

"Electoral board" or "local electoral board" - new; added because of the frequent use of 
these terms. County electoral board administers town elections under present § 24.1-93. 

"General election" - no change in substance. 

"Officer of election" - no change in substance. The reference to "judges and clerks of 
election" is obsolete and so deleted. 

"'Party" or "political party" - no change in substance. The final sentence of existing 
subdivision (7) is deleted. The sentence gave the 1991 revised definition retroactive effect and 
validated past actions of any party meeting the 1991 revised definition. Since the validation has 
taken place, the specific language relating to pre-1991 applications of the definition are no longer 
required. By the effective date of Title 24.2, three general elections will have occurred in 1991, 
1992, and 1993 since the 1991 revision in the definition. 

"'Polling place" - no change in substance. 

"Precinct" - no change in substance. 

"Primary" or "primary election" - tbe definition is narrowed and the reference to party 
committee elections is deleted. These party committee elections are rare and addressed 
separately in proposed § 24.2-518. 

"Qualified voter'' - restated, without substantive change, to incorporate the constitutional 
requirements now carried in §§ 24.1-41 and 24.1-42. 

"Qualified votef in a town" - no change in substance. 

"Referendum" - new; added to provide one term in place of several now used in the title 
for elections on various propositions, questions, and issues. 

"Registration records" - replaces "Books" as defined term for official records relating to 
voter registration. 

"Residence" or "resident" - no change except to include "resident" in the definition. 

"Special election" - simplified; substantive provisions are shifted from the definition to 
proposed § 24.2-682. 

"State Board" or "Board" - new; added because of the frequent use of these terms. 
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.. Virginia voter registration system" - new; provides term for state's central registration file. 

Definitions for "Commonwealth" and "circuit court" are deleted. The former is not nece$3ry 
since § 24.2-100 provides that the Title applies only to elections in Virginia and the term is in 
common usage. The later definition is not necessary since the term is well-understood and there 
are no longer separate Divisions in the City of Richmond Circuit Court requiring one to be 
named for election law purposes. 

Article 2. 

State Board of Elections. 

§ � 24.2-102 . Appointment; terms; see,eany; seal aBEl effiee. Secret.aiy .- +ltefe sltall
ee a peRBaeeat &eaF4; wMe& saaa ee liBew& as tae The State Board of Elections le is

continued and shall consist of three members ; appointed by the Governor from the qualified 
voters of the Commonwealth , subject to confirmation by the General membly. In the 
appointment of the Board, representation shall be given to each of the political parties having 
the highest and next highest number of votes in the Commonwealth for Governor at the last 
preceding gubernatorial election. A majority &f tlte Two Board el 8leeeeas members shall be 
lfem of the political party which cast the highest number of votes ill � Cemmeaw:ealtll for 
Governor at tee l8!ff preeedieg gueematerial that election. When the Governor was not elected 
as the candidate of a political party, representation shall be given to each of the political parties 
having the highest and next highest number of members of the General A$embly at the time of 
the appointment and a majerity &f tee two Board members shall be of the political party having 
the highest number of members in the General Assembly. � Each political party entitled to an 
appoinbnent may make and file recommendations with the Governor for the appointment. Suell
Its recommendations shall contain the names of at least three qualified voters of the 
Commonwealth. 

� regular terms el efffee el sue& Board members shall � fear ye&fS; eemmeeeieg 
Fee:Fll&Ff fifSf alt6 t&eH= appeisaneet serve tour-year terms beginning Febrotuy 1, 1995, and 
each fourth year thereafter . Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired terms. No member el 
die Beef& , except the see:emry Secretary , shall be eligible for more than two succ�ive 
four-year terms. A member appointed for an unexpired term may be appointed tor the two 
succeeding lour-year terms.

The Governor shall designate one member of the Board as the seeFetary Secretary , who 
shall receive sue& the salary as is fixed by law. De Beaffl. shall aeept a seal leF its use; &Re 
� fer its eW& ge11emme&t aBEl preeedure. De Be8Fe: sllall � p,e1nded WHll eeeessary 
effiee spaee aBd e1.1uipme&t. The seeretary Secretary may employ SHff the elerieal, et:bet: 
essistallts aBEl personnel as may � required to carry out the duties imposed by this title. The 
provisions of § 2.1-41.2 shall not apply to this eepter section . 

Drafting Note: Inappropriate language is deleted. The reference to a "permanent board" is 
deleted since the Board is statutory rather than constitutional. The provision on office space and 
equipment is deleted since the appropriation act is controlling. 

The provision for a Board seal and bylaws is shifted to proposed § 24.1-103 on Board powers 
and duties. 

The beginning date for future Board terms is stated explicitly. The prohibition on Board 
members, other than the Secretary, serving more than two succe$ive terms is clarified. The 
limit is applied only to full terms. A member appointed to a partial term may be appointed to 
two succeeding four-year terms. An alternative approach would be to state that the limit applies 
to partial and full terms. [The 1970 recodification deleted, without comment, language similar to 
the new language proposed in this draft.] 

The final sentence and croS&-reference to § 2.1-41.2 is retained and modified to apply to this 
usection." Section 2.1-41.2 was enacted in 1977 and provides that agency heads serve at the 
pleasure of the Governor. The exception in existing § 24.1-18 for the State Board of Elections 
also was enacted in 1977 and preserves the four.year term for the Secretary. 

§ � 24.2-103 . Powers and duties in general.-The State Board &f EleeeeBS shall se
supervise and coordinate the work of the county and city electoral boards and of the registrars 
as to obtain uniformity in their practices and proceedin� and legality and purity in all elections. 
It shall make saell- rules and regulations Ref ieeensisteat wit& law as wHl ee eeaElueive te tae 
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� .fuaetieaiag ef Sti€h and issue instructions and provide information to the ele·::toral boa:-ds 
and registrars to promote the proper administration of election Jaws . Electurai boards and 
registrars shall provide information requested by the Board. 

It The Board may institute proceeding5 for the removal of any member of an eiectoral 
board or other election official who fails to discharge the duties of his office in accordance with 
law. The Board may remove from office , on notice, any registrar � Reti€e; who fails to 
discharge the duties of his office according to law. 

The Board may else file eitBef. petition a circuit court or the Supreme Court, whichever is 
appropriate, for a writ of mandamus or prohibition whieh WA.ts will lie , or other available legal 
relief, for the purpose of mlfilliag the reqHiremeats ef § 34.1 ::ZS er t 24.1 lea ensuring that 
elections are conducted as provided by law . 

The Board shall adopt a seal for its use and bylaws for its own proceedings. 

Drafting Note: The second sentence of the first paragraph is reworded to reflect the Board's 
practice of providing instructions and information to electoral boards, registrars, and their staffs. 
[Rules and regulations for the conduct of elections and concerning the eligibility of voters are 
exempt from the Administrative Process Act under § 9-6.14:4.1.] The third sentence is a general 
statement on the duty of electoral boards and registrars to provide information when requested 
by the State Board. These provisions are now found scattered in existing provisions such as 
§§ 24.1-35 and 24.1-46.

The third paragraph is clarified and · revised as follows. First, the petition for the writ may
be filed in either the circuit or the Supreme Court. Second, language is added to clarify that the 
Board's authority to petition for special writs is in addition to other legal remedies available to 
the Board. Third, the reference to §§ 24.1-76 and 24.1-165 is replaced by the reference to 
"elections" generally. The existing cross-reference reaches many, but not all, special election 
· situations and allows the Board to obtain a writ to order an election required by law or to halt
an election not authorized by law. The broader reference to "elections" gives the Board
authority to petition for relief in both special and general election situations.

Finally, the provision for a seal and bylaws is transferred from existing § 24.1-18. 

§ 24.1-20. [REPEALED] Purgiag reg4:stratiea seeks. Tee � saaD re'iaire teat the
registraaea eeelis et= reeeres ef aay eeaety, eity er tewn saall be � aad saaH- eireet saell
� te be W iB any eeuaty, eity et= tew& iB: wmea- a puFge ef registratiea &as Bet eeen W 
wit:&iB the l)@Red reEfaired � law er wae=e a parge lies eeee iaeem,lete er insaffieieat. The 
purgiag el tile r-egistmtieRS saaH ae ia tile time aae: maaaer pre1:-ideEI ey § § 2 t. l 46 aBEi � 
"u·eagll � iael11si-;e. 

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1-20 is repealed because it is redundant. First, proposed 
§ 24.2-103 provides for oversight of registrars by the Board, including oversight of their
responsibilities to maintain accurate registration records. Second, the Board's role in the purge
process is covered in Chapter 4 and particularly in proposed Article 5 (§ 24.2-426 et seq.,.

§ � 24.2-104 . Requesting assistance for attorney for the Commonwealth; investigative
committees.- � Beare; iB: � iBStaaee iB: w&iee it When the State Board is of opinion that 
the public interest will be served tilereby , it may request the Attorney General, or other 
attorney designated by the Governor for the purpose, to assist the attorney for the 
Commonwealth of a_ny jurisdiction in which election laws have been violated , aae tBe- • The 
Attorney General, or the other attorney designated by the Governor, shall have full authority to 
do all tlHRgs whatever is necessary or appropriate to enforce the election laws or prosecute 
violations thereof. 

The attorney for the Commonwealth or a member of the electoral board of saee- any county 
or city may make a request, in writing, that the Attorney General appoint a committee to make 
an immediate investigation of the election practices in that city or county, accompanied by a 
statement under oath that substantial violations of this title have allegedly occurred which may 
alter or have altered the outcome of an election. YJ)ee- On receipt of Slleh- the request and 
statement, the Attorney General shall forthwith appoint a committee of two or more persons 
qualified to make SHell- the investigation. Members, officers , and employees of the State Board 
e# Eleetiens , local electoral boards , and registrars' offices shall not serve on the committee but 
may provide assistance to the committee. 
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The Attorney General shall direct sues- the committee to observe, investigate or supervise 
sue& the election if supervision appears necessary. Sue& The committee shall make a 
preliminary report to the Attorney General within five days of its appointment. If suee- its report 
shows that violations of this title have occurred, the Attorney General may, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, authorize the prosecution of those responsible for saell- the violations. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Section 2.1-124 specifically provides that the Attorney 
General may institute or conduct criminal prosecutions for election law violations as provided in 
this section and cross-references this section. 

§ � 24.2-105 . Beaffl te fJFef)eFe &REl dHffribate reeerds * registfaeee Prescribing
various forms .-The State Board el Eleetieas shall ,re,are prescribe appropriate forms er and 
records for the registration , traesfer, 8BEl ideeafieaaee of voters , conduct of elections, and 
implementation of this title, which shall be used throughout the Commonwealth. =Rte tenes f&f 
regist;Faaee aoo e:ansfer seaa reE1aire suffieieet iefermaeea te aaew fM maieteeaeee el tile 
required registmaee system and reeerds. 

!ille lerm ef tee applieatiee t& register saall reqaire the applieaat t& pMrJide QBdef eatll Ole 
fellewieg infeneaeen: lull &arBe; ieeludieg tile maidea name el a weman, if mamed; age, date 
aee pieee &f � marital � eeeupaeee; seeiel seearUy Bamber, ii &BY, er etner 
idemieeatiee R11mber; wlletller tile applieaet is presently a YRHeEI- States eimee; addFess alMI 
plaee el awe aoo Elate &I Fesidenee in tile preeieet; plaee &f aay prerAeus registretieas te ¥etet 
aBEl wlle1:lleF tile applieaat lies el/ff seen adjudieeted ta � mentally iaeem,eteat M eee:rJieied el 
a Elisqualifyiag efime; aeEl if: se, UBdff :wnat eiFeumstaeees tile applieaat's Figllt te Yete es eeea 
FesteFeEI. 

Dratting Note: This section is revised to cover forms and records for Title 24.2 as a whole 
and not registration records only. Over the past two decades, numerous amendments to Title 24.1 
have required the Board to prescribe various forms used in conducting elections and 
administering election laws. The provision is worded broadly to cover forms and records 
designed for electronic processing and hard copy. Provisions concerning registration applications 
are set out in proposed § 24.2-418. 

Article 3. 

Local Electoral Boards. 

§ � 24.2-106. Appointment; term aee eaUl- el membeFS and terms; vacancies; eleeeea
&f chairman and secretary; duty &I seeFetary prohibition as to officeholding .-There shall be in 
each county and city an electoral board , composed o1 three members , who shall be appointed 
by a majority of the circuit judges of the judicial circuit for suell- the county or city. If a 
majority of sue& the judges cannot agree, the senior judge shall make suell- the appointment Any 
vacancy occurring in the ee&FeS on a board shall be filled by the same authority for the 
unexpired term. The clerk of the circuit court shall send to the State Board el :Sle'="ees a copy 
of each order making an appointment to an electoral board. 

In the appointment of the electoral board, representation shall be given to each of the two 
political parties having the highest and next highest number of votes in the Commonwealth for 
Governor at the last preceding gubernatorial election. A majerity el tae Two electoral board 
members shall be fFem. of the political party which cast the highest number of votes in tile 
Cemmenweal� for Governor at tile last preeedieg gultematerial that election. When the 
Governor was not elected as the candidate of a political party, representation shall be given to 
each of the political parties having the highest and next highest number of members of the 
General Assembly at the time of the appointment and a majerity ei tile two board members 
shall be of the political party having the highest number of members in the General Assembly. 
The political party entitled to the appointment may make and file recommendations with the 
judges for the appointment. Suell Its recommendations shall contain the names of at least three 
qualified voters of the county or city. 

=lite membefS ei tile heeF& shall IJe appointed #er a teFfft &I Q:r-ee ye&P.r. Electoral board 
members shall serve three-year terms and be appointed to staggered terms, one term to expire 
at midnight on the last day of February each year. No three-year term shall be shortened to 
comply with the political party representation requirements of this section. 

The board shall elect one of its members as chairman and another as secretary. The 
chairman and the secretary shall represent different political parties, unless the representative of 
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the second-ranked political party HYffl8 � seeeae aigll.est aumeer el Yates declines In writing 
to accept eklleP el sae- &fflees the unfilled oUlce . :;ee memeeFS el � � � � a, 
alllBg aB4 s1heeriblag tae � as • feRl1: kl ARlele II; Seetiea ; el the GeaUuU.ea el 
'A,gtaie ee4eFe eateriag u,e � leflft el elAee: 

Wllene·,er &Rf The secretary of the electoral board is eleeted he shall et eaee immediately 
notify the State Board el Eleetiens el Ms eleeUea aee ialeFIB a el Ms pest effiee aEler-ess e&4 
telepb.ene number. !Ale seeretary 9Ball else iBlef:m ae BeaN- el Eleetieas ef. the B&meS; ,est 
elliee addresses ane telepb.ene aameefS el tlie � memeefS el tile eleetef&I ee&fd.: of any 
change in the membership or officers of the electoral board and shall keep the Board informed 
of the name, residence and mailing addresses, and home and business telephone numbers of 
each electoral board member.

Memhe:fS &I the eeafeS &Fe t& he appeinted e& a staggefed teAft easis; eae kY=IB- t& eKpife M 
miaBigb.t en Ute last eay ef Feemary eaell year.- I& eea&ties an& eHies wliere leflBS He set se 
stagger-ea, a,peiat:m.eats sliaH he made as fellews: Y all aree teans eHpife at midBigllt ea Die 
last day el Peeraary el tlie same yem:, kt illat yeM 9Dly ene memeer sb.all- ee a,peiatee. lei= a 
tllr-ee yeaF tefmt &&e memeeF l&f a feuF year � ane eae memt,er l&f a fi·1e year term; ii � 
teflHS spire at midaigM e& tile last � ef FehAiary el Ole same year, i& *llet Ye&f= &Bly eae 
memller sllaD ea apf'eiateEI f&F a Q.r-ee }ieaF teRB aa4 tbe etllef f&F either a leur year e, 
f.i¥e year teffll w-b.iehe1

•
1er will Bet eeieeide witb: tlie eBd- el the teffft ef tile memher ia effiee:- H 

aay memeer Iles eeen appeiRted lef a teAB ethff dlaa eee t& eHpife at midaigM en the last 
MY el PehNary, Bis s11eeesser sllaH ee appeinted fGI= a teAll t& eHpife al mid&igl3:t eB the last 
MY el FeeN&ry el tile year tliat preseA1es tae staggered terms el tee � 

§ 24..1 33.1. �lliaited eeedaet. No ·member of an electoral board shall be eligible to offer 
for or hold an office to be filled in whole or in part by qualified voters of his jurisdiction. If a 
member resigns to offer for or hold such office, the vacancy shall be filled as provided in 
§ 24.1 29 this section .

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1-33.l prohibits an electoral board member from running for or
holding an office voted on by voters in his county or city. This provision is. included in this 
section with the other qualification and vacancy provisions for electoral boards. The provision on 
the oath of office is shifted to proposed § 24.2-120 and consolidated with provisions on the oath 
for registrars and officers of election. The language in the final paragraph of existing § 24.1-29 
to establish and preserve the staggered-term structure has served its purpose and is deleted. In 
lieu of that paragraph, the second sentence in the third paragraph specifies that no term shall 
be cut short because of a shift in party control following a gubernatorial election. 

§ � 24.2-107 . Meetin�; quorum; notice; account of proceedinp; seal; records open to
inspection.-The electoral board of each city and county shall eew.c1eae ill 1egylar sessiee at saeli 
time meet during the first week in the IB9fMll. el February and i& during the month of March ef 
each year as at the time set by the board fB6¥ preser413e, and at any other time upea on the 
call of any board member el the eeeRI, aae at ey speeiel meeting the heei=d SB8H IHwe the 
same pewefS as at a regylaF meeti.eg. M Hf sessiee tw& . Two members shall constitute a 
quorum. Notice of all meeaags each meeting shall be given to all board members el tee B8&F6 
either by the secretary el the Be8fEJ. or the member calling the meeting at least one day prior 
to said- the meeting. Notice may be waived only by agreement of all el tile- board members el 
*8e IJeafll 

The secretary ef eaee eleeteftl:1 aeeM- shall keep ; i& a eeelf t& ee pr-e·Jided lef *llet 
puFjlese, an accurate account of all the board proceedings el Die B88fd. in a minute book , 
including all appointments and removals of general registrars and officers of election. The 
secretary shall keep in his custody the duly adopted seal of the board wlliell sllell- he usee lef 
sealing the IJallets as prerfided hy § 24.1 117 . 

A:11 seeks- Books , papers, and records of the board shall be open to the inspection el &¥ 
'IHaliliee by any registered voter whenever the general registrar's office is open tor business 
either at the office of the board ; 9f ii the Be&fd. dees Bet llaYe ae eHiee at the effiee el the 
see:Fetafy el the IMaFe or the office of the general registrar. Suell- eeeks; P8JefS &Be Feeerds 
shall- � av&ilasle fer iBS:peet:iea wlteft. saell effiee is epe& le!: eusiaess aBEl at suell- ether ames 
aae days as may ee fiRe t,y the seeretary el ae eeare: Exeept, 11:ewer.ier, tllat &HFiBg tile 
peFiee tlliffY ee,s pfier te an eleeti:ea saell Deeks; papet=S aae reeefds sltaH he w.1ailesle � te 
eRe duly desigeated repFeseataave el eae& aemieee m= eaadidate. 

Dratting Note: Minor changes are made to simplify language. In the second paragraph, the 
reference to appointment and removal of "registrars" is clarified by stating "general registrars." 
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The local electoral board appoints and removes only the general registrar - not the assistant 
registrars. The final paragraph contains special proVisions on inspecting electoral board records. 
The language on rnspection times and places is revised to allow inspections at either the official 
public office of the electoral board or general registrar whenever the general registrar's office is 
open for business. The final sentence is deleted. It now limits the right to inspect electoral board 
records during the 30 days before an election to only one representative per candidate. There is 
no discernible reason for this limit which was introduced during the 1970 recodification without 
comment. 

§ � 24.2-108 . Compensation and expenses of members.- � mem�er ei � eleeterel
ee&H SBall- reeeive as aBIHi6i eempeBS&ees f&f ms semees & SIHft ill aeeerdaaee WKII: tile 
eempenseaea i)laB- set leAB- ift the geeeFal &IJfiFepriatiens � 

!file eeaaties aae eities saall ftlmisll tae aeeessary pestage aae statieaery, iaeludiag a eeune 
eeelE lei= tll:e miaates el its ppeeeediags, leF tile use el *lie M&F-d: 

Eaell- member el tee eleeteral eeafEI. sllall reeei11e frem tile � e, Etty; respeeth·ely, tile 
same mileage as is B&W pate. te m.embeFS el the GeseR1l Assembly. 

Eaes- m.em.aer el the eleeteml ee&Fe; ieeladieg tile seeFetary, SB8H Feeei1Je tile eem,eesetiee 
set feRll. ill Ute geae:Fa:l ap:pretJriatieas aet and, llelel=e Ile is ee&t:Ied t& reeeiir:e asy EKBer ameuet 
m aeeeFdaaee wit& tile eJEpease plaft set feRli i& tile geae,al a,prepriaaees &et; sllaD- make eat 
a st:MemeRt lHMief eat& &# Bis elaim t9f mileage aee e1Epeases, aae tile statemeat:S, wl!eB- se 
made eut aae IHBEl eeffee� SHll- � ,aid � tile ge·,eFBisg MEI¥ el die � er eity tef 
wll:ie& tae lteeF4 was appeisteEI aae fer waiell tile seft.Ciee was i=eadei=ed eF erqJeese ieeaffed. 
&ell gevemiBg Wy sllall- ee reimtn1FSed aeau.&lly f&f sue& SIHRS 4FelB tlle state �FY te lite 
eJEteRt el � suell eempeesatiea, � � m9f:e tsaa $399 161= eests iae&Fffd ill tile eead1:1et el tee 
eleeteffll i,reeess, iaekldieg eJEl)eeses el tile seeretaFY el tile eleeteffll N8fd; &Be � mileage 
peie, te memeefS el tile eleeteffll beards, all te *lie atem es fB8f t,e app�priated � law-: The 
General Assembly shall establish a compensation and expense plan in the general appropriation 
act tor the secretaries and members of the electoral boards. The governing body for the county 
or city of each electoral board shall pay compensation, expenses, and mileage in accordance 
with the plan and be reimbursed annually as authorized by the act 

Each electoral board member shall submit a written claim for mileage and expenses 
authorized by the plan. The claim, when filed and found to be correct, shall be paid by the 
county or city. The county or city shall pay claims tor mileage at the rate payable to members 
of the General Assembly. 

The governing body of any county or city may determiee 8Bd pay to the secretary of the 
electoral board suel1- any additional allowance for expenses as it deems appropriate ; and may 
detefifti&e ase- pay to tBe a full-time secretary el tile eleetef&l B88fti. sue& any additional 
compensation as aey deem aeeessary, wMe& adclitieeal e-,eeses aae eempensatiee sliall aet ee
Feimln1FSed f£eRl tile state tFeBSHry it deems appropriate . 

Each county and city shall furnish necessaiy postage and office supplies tor the electoral 
board. 

Drafting Note: The compensation and expense plan for the electoral boards has been set out 
in the general appropriation act in detail since 1984. The provisions of the current act override 
existing § 24.1-31. For example, the current authorization for "electoral proc�" expenses is 
$1,000 annually rather than $300. The only provisions in existing § 24.1·31 not explicitly 
addressed in the current appropriation act are (i) the provision for mileage reimbursement at 
the rate payable to General A.�embly members and (ii) the requirement for a sworn mileage 
and expense statement. These provisions are retained in the proposed draft with the modification 
that claims for mileage and expenses may be submitted in writing. The present requirement for 
filing tllese claims "under oathft is deleted because it is at odds with the usual practice for filing 
expense claims. 

§ � 24.2·109 . Appointment el and removal of general registrar and officers of election
&Rd geeeral Fegistmrs ey &eafll. ; powers and duties in general .- A. Each electoral board shall 
appoint the effieefS ef eleetiee general registrar for its city or county and officers of election 
for each precinct who shall serve in all elections, including t&e tewns Hlerein town elections, as 
provided in this chapter . The secretary of the electoral board shall prompUy notify each 
appointee of his appointment. � any eff.ieer &f eleeties sllaD eetef: upea tlie periermaaee el 
tee 4U:ties imi,esee QpeR Mm BY law ee sllaY take aiNl s1:1eseriee . � eatll tJreseFieea in tae 
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Canslit11tiaa. Eaek- eleeteral eeaRi sllaD alse a1311eint a general registrar. t:ne eat:& &f effiee lef 
the effieers el eleetiee &He- registrars may ee adm.iaistered hy a ,efS9B- auYleri!ed t& admieisEer 
the eatk- ift §-49-a er by a aetary. m &Jlpeiaeng Hie ef-fieers &f eleeeen, represeataeea shaa ee
given t& eaell el the tw& pelitieal parees wIHe&; at tae geneml eleeeee ReJR preeed.iag their 
af):peiatmeat, east the highest an& aeKt highest BUm.her &f � saell- represeateeen at eae& 
preeieet haYiRg aa eYe& Blimaer el effieers &f eleetien t& l3e e(fUfH aee at eeee preeiaet ltaYiBg 
aa eee numeer &f effieers el eleetiea te ¥QrY ff6m equality ey Re IB6fe tBaR: eae. 

Memaers el eleetef81 eeares, effieers el eleetien, geaeFal registmrs, aee assistant registmrs 
shall he EleemeEI, fef all :pu�eses, � as eYlerwise 51Jeeifteally pmYided hf state law aBtl 
ieehu!ieg rules aee regulatieB5 el tee State Beam &f Eleetiens, te ee empleyees el tile respeee1:e 
eiaes er eeaeties ift Wftieh. taey sef¥e: A:ssist&Bt registr-ers wile agree te seP1e ·witb.eut f>8Y sllall 
Bet ae deemeEI te he either state er leeal empleyees lei= aay f)Uf'iJese. 

§ 2 4.1 3 4. BeaRl may Feme·,e geeeml registrar er effieers el eleetien; fiHiftg 1Jaeaeey m

&fftee el general registrar. The electoral board may remove from office , on notice, any 
general registrar or officer of election apea Retiee;- who fails to discharge the duties of his office 
according to law. 

=i:ae eleeteml eeaRls sb.aH haYe tBe pewef; ane- it sllall- he � eaty t& Eleelare vaeaet, ane
t& preeeee te fiH tBe effiee el &BY geeeral registFer m � resp.eeti1;e eities ane- eell&ties il he 
fails t& EfHalify aae deliver t& tile seeretary el tile eea,e. Ole ef.fieial eat& ef tBe appeietee m tBe 
tlSlitll f&rm: wWHB � tlays after he has eee& aetified &f ltis appeietmeet Wftieli. aetifteatiee 
SB&H he :premptly gi-YeB &y the seeretary . 

B. The electoral board shall perform the duties assigned by this title including, but not
limited to, the preparation of ballots, the administration of absentee ballot provisions, the 
conduct of the election, and the ascertaining of the results of the election. 

Drafting Note: Subsection A combines provisions in existing §§ 24.1-32, 24.1-34, and 24.1-43 
concerning the electoral board's powers and duties to appoint the general registrar and officers 
of election and to remove them from office. Specific terms of office, vacancy provisions, and 
qualifications for these offices are set out in subsequent provisions in this chapter pertinent to 
each office. See §§ 24.2-110 and 24.2-115. The provisions relating to the oath of office are set out 
in proposed § 24.2-120. The paragraph on the status of election personnel as local employees is 
shifted to proposed § 24.2-122 and revised. 

Subsection B is a general statement of the range of duties imposed by existing law on the 
electoral boards. 

§ 24.1-35. [REPEALED] lefermatiea t& ee suhmitted te state BeaM &f Eleetiens. II PeEfaesteEl
ey tile State BeMe ef Eleetiees, H shaa he tile duty &f tBe seeret:&ry el tile eleeteF&I eeare, ee 
tile fffSt day el .Jaeuary &Be July m eaell- ye&f er as efteB. as reqaired ey tile State BeaFe el 
Eleetiees, t& transmit te tile State BeaP4 el Elee-uees tile feHewing: tile Bllmber el aew 
registered ¥etefS fM tile periee; tile Btilftber &f ¥eters tFaesferred t& er fFem tile juFisElieeee 
euriBg tBe :period; tile BUmaer el Y&ters smekee er :purged IFem tile heel£s euriBg � peried; a 
lis* ei tBe RlHBher ef eleetiea districts i& tae eeQBty er ety aae tae BllJBeer &f ¥etefs lei= eaell
distriet; aR& saen � iefermaeee as reqaested ey � State BeaFe el Eleetiens. =file seeretary 
el ate eleeteral eeare may delegate -tMs duf¥ te tile geeeF&l Fegistf&F. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-35 is repealed because it is obsolete. This information is 
provided automatically by the computer network which now links the State Board and local 
offices. The catchall provision which requires local boards to comply with State Board requests 
for information is. covered in proposed § 24.2-103. 

Article 4. 

Registrars. 

§ � 24.2-11 o . Appointment, qualifications eatlt aae eempeesaeee , and term of general
registrar; effiee te ee IHmislled;. vacancies; prohibition as to 9"iee aeldieg officeholding .-Each 
electoral board m the Cemmeewealta at its regalar meetieg shall meet in the first week in 
March , l-983 1995 , and every four years thereafter, and shall appoint a general registrar, who 
shall be a qualified voter of the jurisdietiea county or city for which he is appointed ; lleweYer, 
i# ate terms el aH memaers &f. tBe eleeteral eeaffl � iB the same ealeeElar year tl!at tile 
teRB el tee geaeral Fegistrar expires, the a:ppeietmeet el a sueeesser geeeF&l registrar sllaH- ee
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maee ey tile Rewl¥ appeiated eleeteml heaffl as seeft as pmetieeele aREl tile geeeral registFar 
wlHlse term e:w,ires ill suell- yeM seall eeaaaae ill effiee IHNil a saeeesser is tlu}f a,peieted &Be 
'fH&lif.ied . General registrars shall serve four-year terms beginning April 1, 1995, and each 
fourth year thereafter, and continue in office until a successor is appointed and qualifies. 

The electoral board shall fill any vacancy in the office of general registrar for the unexpired 
term. The electoral board shall declare vacant and fill the office of the general registrar ii the 
appointee fails to qualify and deliver a copy of his oath to the secretary of the electoral board 
within thirty days after he has been notified of his appointment. 

� No general registrar shall Bet hold any other office, by election or appointment, etlfiftg 
Bis tam while serving as general registrar; however, with the consent of the electoral boardt 

� euties Bet iaeensisteet -with- law may ee aedeRalEea i.y tile geaeml regisaw, previded sttek
he may undertake other duties which do not conflict with his duties as general registrar. 
General registrars shall not serve as officers of election. The election or appointment of a 
general registrar to any other office shall vacate the office of the general registrar. =lite 
eleeteml eeaffl sB&II fill any 1;.aeaney �may� ie tile effiee el geaeral registr-aF. 

&elt general registrar, eefere eaterieg a,ea tile tluties el Ms effiee; SHH take aed 
suhserihe, eefeFe same effieef aatliemed ey law t& admieister eatlls; tile eelll- el e#liee 
pi=eseFihed i& tile Ceestitatiea el tllis Cemmesweelill. He sliall suhserihe sue ee$ ane file it i& 
tile eleff?s elf.iee el tee eirellit e&aH; aee seell, Fegiskar sltall file a eepy el S1:lell- eatll- wit& the 
seeretery el IHs eleetef&l 968fti-: 

_&ell leeal ge1.1emisg Wy sllaa fumisll the geeeral registlw wit& saitahle effiee spaee 
eWliee er leesetl BY tee ee\lBty er eity, adequately HFBislled, leeated witBie tee eeuaty, er WHBiB 
aay aty m wlliell- tee eeaaty eeurtllew;e is le�ed, er � aaEl WHll- pestage, staaeaery, 
eq11ipmeet; telef)lleee, ane elfiee supplies as � he eeeessary. !J:lle ger.iemiag Wy slHYl &Isa 
f)FeTJide premises liahility iesuF&aee eeverege ler Slleh effiee � De telepaeae BHmher sllall 
he listea m tile leeal telepaeae direetery sepamtely er UBdff tee leeal geTJermnesial lisHag 
&def tile desigBatiea !!¥etef: Registmtien." +lie puelie registr-atiea site SBell he elearty m&AleEI. 
I& the seleetiea el :regi:Straaee sites; eeasidef&tiea saell ee giYeft te faeilities aeeessihle te t:11:e 
llaadieappeEl aaEl elderly, as def.ieed iB t 24.1 97, S& � a reaseaahle aamher el SYell- faeiliees 
� ee pre'lided. Reaseaehle eJEpeases, ieelaEliag reimhaPSemeat fer mileage at tee fate payele 
te memhePS el t:11:e Geaef81 Ag,emhly, fer geaeFBI registfars, as a,preved DY the State BeeFe el 
Bleetieas, sltall ee paie i.y tae leeal ge1.temiag l)edy:-

Gesef&l registraPS saaH reeei"Je as aeaual eempeBSBtien fer taeif sefViees a Siii& ill 
aeeerElaaee wHII tile eempeesaaea plaB, set feffll. i& tile Appr-epriatieas Aet; Saeli SllRI is te ee
paid- DY the ge1.iemiag Wies el tae eeuaties aae eities fer waiea, Ole ger1emiag Wies SBall ee 
reimhaPSed aaaually ff9fR tee state tre&S11ry. 

De leeal gevemiag Wy fB6¥ sapplemest tile aaaual salaFy el the geaeml registrar ey a& 
ameaat Bet te eJEeeed � pe:Feeat el tile aeaual eempeBSatiea set fer tile geaeFBI registlw 
1n1fSllaat te tile 1\fp,epriatiens Aet. � SBall ee B& reimhaPSemeat eat el tile state t-Feasury 
fer SBeh su13plemeats. Salary seales ie tile affeeted eeaaties er eities sllall he adju.sted, iB 
aeeerdaaee wit& Ute 13epaletiea, ey Ole State Beafll. el Eleetiees ie &Bf aeaeetiea er 
eeBSelidatiea e:Fdef BY a Eellff wile& Sllek erde: eeeemes ef.feeti1.te. 

Neffflal flays el semee pe:F weelE fer eeeli- geaeFBI registrar sltall ee determiaed tty tee St&te 
BeaM el Eleetiens. 

No general registrar shall be eligible to offer for or hold an office to be filled by election in 
whole or in part by the qualified voters of his jurisdiction at any election held during the time 
he serves as general registrar or for the six months thereafter. 

§ 2 u aa.2. Nepetism. The electoral board shall not appoint to the office of general 
registrar any person who is the spouse of an electoral board member or any person, or the 
spouse - of any person, who is the parent, grandparent, sibling, child , or grandchild of an 
electoral board member. 

Drafting Note: This section has been reorganized to include all qualifications for the general 
registrar and the provisions on his term of office and vacancies. Proposed § 24.2-110 includes 
parts of existing §§ 24,1-32, 24.1-34, 24.1-43, and 24.1-44 and all of existing § 24.1-33.2. The 
provisions on compensation are set out in proposed § 24.2-111. The provisions on the oath of 
office are set out in proposed § 24.2-120. Provisions relating to the physical office, furnishings, 
and days of service of the general registrar have been moved to proposed § 24.2-411 with 
provisions on registration times and places. 
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§ 24.1 44. � ef effiee aad disqualif.ieati.en ef Fegistr-ar. The tefm. ef effiee el tile gcuual
registraF saall eegift e& Apfi-1- .J:, 1-983, ane eYefY � ye8fS tlieFeafter, aae shall eena&tie aBtil a 
saeeessar is dalf ap:peiateEI aae qaalif.ied. !'file �peiatment * eleetiea ef a geeei=al regisaw te 
any- eteer effiee saall s;aeate tile effiee ef general registftlr. 

Drafting Note: The contents of this section have been included in proposed § 24.2 .. 110. 

§ 24.2-111. Compensation and expenses of general registrars.-The General Assembly shall
establish a compensation plan in the general appropriation act for the general registrars. Tbe 
governing body tor the county or city of each general registrar shall pay compensation ia 
accordance with the plan and be reimbursed annually as authorized in the act. The governing 
body shall be authorized to supplement the salary of the general registrar to the extent provided 
in the act 

Each locality shall pay the reasonable expenses of the general registrar, induding 
reimbursement for mileage at the rate payable to members of the General Assembly. In case of 
a dispu"te, the State Board shall approve or disapprove the reimbursement 

Drafting Note: The compensation plan for the general registrars bas been set out in the 
general appropriation act in detail since 1984. The provisions of the current act override existing 
§ 24.1-43, the source for this proposed section. The provision for local reimbursement of the
general registrar's expenses is not addr�d in the act and is retained in this proposed section.
Existing § 24.1-43 refers to State Bo�d approval for reimbursement of these expenses. In fact,
reimbursement claims are not reviewed or approved by the State Board. The proposed language
pIN2oints that the State Board would act only in the event of a disputed claim.

§ 24:i-46- 24.2-112 . Assistants to general registrars ; employees .-The electoral board shall
determine the number and set the term for assistant registrars pFeYided tllat ae teflB el aa 
essisfflet Fegisa=ar ; however, their terms shall not extend beyond the term· set by law of the 
incumbent general registrar. The general registrar shall establish the duties of asmstant 
registrars, appoint assistant registrars, and have authority to remove any assistant registrar who 
fails to discharge the duties of his office. 

In eiaes and: eeueties any county or city whose population is over 15,500, there shall be at 
least l one 8$istant registrar who shall serve at least � one day each week in the office of the 
general registrar. 

Leealifies witli- pepalatieas ef less tliaD 1-fi;iOO- Any county or city whose population is 15,500 
or less shall have l at least one substitute registrar who is able to take over the duties of the 
general registrar in an emergency and who shall assist the general registrar upen Fequest when 
he requests . 

All 8$istant registrars seell he appeinteEI IJy tee genef&l registfaf aae shall have the same 
limitations and qualifications and fulfill the same requirements as the general registrar except 
that an �istant registrar may be an officer of election. �istant registrars who agree to serve 
without pay shall be sabjeet t& ae supef'Visiea ef ane tf&iniag supervised and trained by tbe 
general registrar. 

All other employees shall be employed by the general registrar. The general registrar may 
hire additional temporary employees te WeA£ in tile effiee ef tile genei=al i:egistr&F on a part-time 
basis as needed. 

The compensation of any assistant registrar, other than those who agree to serve without 
pay, or any other employee of the general registrar shall be fixed and paid by the local 
governing body and shall be the equivalent of or exceed the minimum hourly wage established 
by federal law in 29 U.S.C. § 206 (a) (1), as amended. 

§ 24.1 45.3. :Nepetism. The general registrar shall not appoint to the office of paid assistant 
registrar his spouse or any person, or the spouse of any person, who is his parent, grandparent, 
sibling, child , or grandchild. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Existing §§ 24.1-45 and 24.1-45.3 are combined in 
proposed § 24.2-112 since the nepotism provision in § 24.1-45.3 is a direct limitation on tbe 
general registrar's appointment power. 
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§ 24.1 45.1 24.2·113 . Special assistant registrars.-The general registrar of any city or county
may appoint as a special assistant registrar any person who, although not being a qualified voter 
of such city or county, has served continuously for more than ten years in the office of the 
registrar of such city or county as a deputy er an assistant registrar. The compensation of any 
such special assistant registrar shall be fixed and paid by the local governing body. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The reference to "deputy" registrars is deleted since 
the term is not used in the Title. Deputies are one category of assistant registrars. 

§ 24.1 4&. DHaes &f geaeral registrar. IR additiea te the etllef. Elaties f)revieee BY law, it
SB8H· lle the emy el the geeeml registrar � 

flt Maiataia the f)riReif)al � effiee pre,:ideEl BY the leeal gevemieg Wy aREl te estehl�ll 
aftd maietaiB suell- addie.eeal � plaees f&F tfte regist:FaaeR el VefefS as are designated ey the 
eleeteral eeaAI-: Qa. aftd aftel: � l, J.99.l; ne pri1.rate eusiaess eatefi)Fise saall ee eeaEl\leteEI ift 
the prieeif)al � effiee previded f&F � regisb=atiee. Ne registr-ar sllall aeavely seHeit aay 
af)plieatie& f&F Fegistmfiea er any af)plieatiea fer eallet 9f eUef: aaytaieg el ¥9ltie fef aay sae& 
BiJplieatiea, &Ht tltis pF-ehibie.ea shall Bet ee eenstrned te f)rekibit the pat1ieipaaea et registrars 
ift p,regrams te edueate tBe geaeral � 9f te eaeeurage registratiee ey the geaeral � 

� Remaia witllift the territerial limits &f tee eeaaty 9f eity f9f whiell ee was appeiatee te 
Fegister ¥eteFS; aeept that a r-egistrar may ge iftte a eeaaty er eity ift tile Cemmeawealtll 
eeatigueHs t& his eeaaty er � t& register � &f Ms � er eii¥ wile& eeaduetiag 
regisa=etiea jeietly WHh the registr-ar el the eeetigue\lS eeaaty er � 

flat Aeeept tae registr-atiea apf)lieatien ift peJSeB ff&IB a resident el any eeaaty 9f eity. ifl 
tile Cemmeawealtb:. Registrars saall eeaauet saell- registf8e.ea iB aeeereanee wit& written 
iastruetiess lf9ffl tae State Beeffl el Eleee.ees as te tae metb:ed afKl timiBg fer ferwarding S\!ell 
applieatiees aRfl. s1ta11, pFemf)tly lerwarEI WKei& tweaty feur h9QFS � ltaee er first elass mail tile 
eempleted a,plieatiea t& the registr-ar el the applieant's resideeee wile shall tlteft determine tile 
EfUalifieetiee el � applieaet weese ap,lieatiea was. aeeepted liereueder prier te er en tb:e fift8l 
da¥ el registratiee aae wli& sllall � tile a}Jplieaat at tee address sli&WB ea tee applieatiea el 
tile aeeeptasee er eenial el Ms fegistratiea. 

� PffrJide tae appFepriate feABS fef applieatien te register aB& t& eMaiB- the infermatiee 
eeeessary t& eemplete tee applieatiee pt1rs11.ent t& the pre'lisiens el tile Ceostitue.ea. l=he geaeral 
r-egistraF aae &B¥ assismat registr-ar sltall ee aataemed te admieister � eat& required f9f 
pap:peses el regismlt:ies. 

� Maiatain, e&ly ift tile :prineipal &ffiee el tee geeeFal registr-ar, true &86 aee11.r-ate, se,a,ate 
eeelEs eeetaieieg tile Ra1ReS el registered vaters i& alphahetieal eFEiet: f9f eaell eleetiea aismet 
Witb:ift Ms jurisdieaea &86 make th.em a1J8ilable f9f all eleee.ees ift sueh distriets. 

f4t Maiataia ift &is effiee suitahle eeeks eeetaieing lists ift alpllaeeaeal eFEiet: et peFSees 
registered aREl e&ffY etK saelt eOteF tltiB:es as preserieed ey the eleeteral eeeF&:

i5t GeFafy tae list el eleetien dismets, the n1:nBeer &f � aae infermatiea as re1:11:1iree � 
tile State Beare &f Eleetiees. 

oo, Preserve as P8ff &f the effieial reeerds the writtea applieatiens &f all persens WBe aFe 
r-egistereEI ae preseFVe fer a perieEl- el tw& YeMS the 'Wflttee applieatiens el aD perseRS WBe aFe 
eentee registraeee. 

f+t If a pefS9B is re#used Fegistraeea, � SHeB- peFSeR i& wrie.ag el S\lek- r-eiHsal alMl tae 
i=easea feFtliwitb:. 

,oo- Ypea l,ei&g iafermee aftd Eletermieiag that a ¥eteF is registered ifl a preeiaet, eleetiea 
di.5triet, eeaaty er eify, iB wMeft. he a& le&geF Fesiaes, if SHell- Yater ee witftill tlte same 
jarisdieeee, transfer SUE& wter alkl aeafy him ey mail &f S1:leh eb.aage. If saeh .1retef be wUlieat 
the jarisdieaee, tlte general registrar sliall � S1:leh veter e# the ¥eteF!s euty te tr-aasf:er te the 
eleeeea eistriet &f &is resieeaee, aee # suell- Yater fail te eemf:)ly wit& the law, remeve saell 
veteFs aame ey- � as prevideel ey § 24.1 SQ. 

� ID tee eYeBt teat eleetiea distriets are reaFFaaged m= a Bew Elistriet ereatea, eaase tae 
smes el Eb.eSe registeree. ¥eteFs residiag m tae rearraagee. 9f eew Elistfiets ta ee � oo the 
Beeks aae lists l&F tee � eleetiea eiStf:iet aftEl aeafy saeli ¥eters ey mail ef tBe ebaages. 
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� I& tee es.ieat teat thFeagli aaae:1atiea, merger &f similar means aft a1=ea- iB wMell 
Fegisleff!e ¥&tefs resitie aeeemes a � &f. aeether eleetiea Elistriet, E&UMy &F eity; fuFBisli te ille 
appref)riate geeeral registrar lists el registered ¥etefs se affeeted. Saell- registered � sllall ee
pJaee& ea ale registfatiee aeel£s el tBe sew eleeeee dismet, eeuety ef eity; se eetified hf 1B&H; 
aee striekee Hem the regisRtiee Beeks el tlie geeeral registmr se tmesfemng iBem: 

fH-1- lit tlie es.ieat el registmt-iea &f. a fil:lalified \Z6tef; wile was 13Fe'lieusly registered m 
aaetller sWe; R&tify the a1313repriate aats.erUy el tee last jMQee &f. 13re1;ieas regisa=aeea &f. Sllell 
aew regtstr-etiee. S1:lek- B&tiee snail ae ape& a ieffR. f)reserieeEl &F a,preved ey tlie � � el 
Eleeeees. 

� Sffike ffem the list &f. ¥eiefs the BameS &f. all f)efSeas wile are deeeesed aee tlie B&MeS 
el aH pefSens lmeWR- te IHm te ae disqualified t& ¥ete, as f)re'{}ided m tlie Ceastitutiea, aRless 
sues- Elisahility llas heee- reme1;ed as pre?Jided ay � l=Be varieus reeeres eeaeemiag suell
names saall ae retained l&f a peAea el PN& yea&. 

� Pufge tlie ff!gistraa9R aeeks f)QFSQ&Bt te § § 24.1 59 threu.gll � &Be m&iRteiB 
aee:arate eeekS el registered -veteFs: A -veteFs ft8IBe may ee remer;ed mMB ijie Fegistfetien 
reeerds JH:lfSUaet te t � at any ame fiRRg tile year at wmea- tile registl=ar diseei,ers tll&i 
SQell ,efS6ft is ne � enalleEI te ae r,egistered i& saea Elistriet; � witlHn smy eeys el ae
geeeral eleetiee iB Nevember &F WHftiB � days el gy etBef eleeaee iB seelt dismet 

fl-4t Wlleeer;er the :FegistfaaeB 900lis m any eleetiea dismet a1=e se mutilated, hletted, 
delaeed, &F etaeA.ise ift SHell- eenditiee as te reseeF it diffieaJt; t:Fe1:11tleseme &F esale t& use 
*Item leBger, tile eleeteral lteaRI- sllall- t&e& 6Rler, * may at any Bme 6Rler, aat the Beeks 
se&.H- he ee,pied, eause � ee}3ies te ae · IB86e el tee eltl regisa=atiee heeks; alMl · taey saeY take 
Ole p1aee el tile el& heeks: tile ge&eml i:egisa"&F S&all f)reserve the el& heeks: 

� Y,e& reEteest &f tile leeal ge•.1emieg � te HHeffB iB writiag eBly tllese 4uJy 
. desigeated ieeal gevemmeatal ageaeies SF departmeee tile sames aREl addresses el all new 

registered -veteP.;; aJl these reme'Jed � tile registmt:iee HSts and all tl1ese ellaBgeS el address 
eeeumng witftiB. the peAeEl requested M WHM& tBe pre?Jieus � wli.ieaever is tile Jessff 
peried, te ee llSed let=� eeaaty, a,: tewn Pll�eses � 

fl-Gt [Repealed.] 

� M ae i:equest el tee eeumy a,: eity ellainnaa e# aey 13eliaeal � eemiaatiag a 
eaadidate f4ff tile Ceeeml 1\ssemely &F leEaJ. effiee ey- a meteeEl eYleE . tllM eii:eet primary, 
reYiew Hf petitiea :FeEfliirea sy the pafif iB SUe& eemiaatiee preeess te determine wlleteer 
these sigBieg tB:e Jletitiee 8fe regset=ee veters: 

§ 24.2-114. Duties and powers of general registrar. -In addition to the other duties required
by this title, the general registrar, and the assistant registrars acting under his supervision, shall: 

1. Maintain the office of the general registrar and establish and maintain additional public
places tor voter registration in accordance with the provisions of Artide 4 (§ 24.2-411 et seq.) of 
Chapter 4 of this tiUe. Participate in programs to educate the general public concerning 
registration and to encourage registration by the general public. No registrar shall actively 
solicit, in a selective manner, any application for registration or tor a ballot or offer anything of 
value for any such application. 

2. Perform his duties within the county or city he was appointed to serve, except that a
registrar may go into a county or city in the Commonwealth contiguous to his county or dty to 
register voters of his county or city when conducting registration jointly with the registrar of the 
contiguous county or city. 

3. Provide the appropriate forms for applications to register and to obtain the information
necessary to complete the applications pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution of Virginia 
and general law. 

4. Accept a registration application submitted in person by a resident of any other county or
city in the Commonwealth. Registrars shall process registration applications from residents of 
other counties and cities in accordance with written instructions from the State Board and shall 
forward the completed application to the registrar of the applicant's residence within twenty-lour 
hours by hand or first,:Jass mail. The registrar of the applicant's residence shall accept as 
timely any application submitted prior to or on the final day of registration, determine the 
qualification of the applicant, and prompUy notify the applicant at the address shown on the 
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application of the acceptance or denial of bis registration. 

5. Preserve order at and in the vicinity of the place of registration. For this purpose, the
registrar shall be vested with the powers of a conservator of the peace while engaged in the 
duties imposed by law. He may exclude from the place of registration persons whose presence 
disturbs the registration process. He may appoint special officers, not exceeding three in number, 
tor a place of registration and may summon persons in the vicinity to assist whenever, in his 
judgment, it shall be necessaiy to preserve order. The general registrar and any assistant 
registrar shall be authorized to administer oaths for purposes of this tiUe. 

6. Maintain the official registration records for his county or city in the system approved by,
and in accordance with the instructions of, the State Board; preserve the written applications of 
all persons who are registered; and preserve for a period of four years the written applications 
of all person$ who are denied registration or whose registration is cancelled. 

7. JI a person is denied registration, prompUy notify such person in writing of the denial and
the reason for denial in accordance with § 24.2-422. 

8. Verify the accuracy of the separate precinct registered. voter lists provided for each
election by the State Board, make the lists available to the precincts, and return the lists to the 
State Board after each election for voting credit purposes. 

9. Alter the return of the precinct registered voter lists by the State Board, retain the lists in
bis principal office for lour years. 

1 o. Maintain accurate and current registration records and comply with the requirements of 
this tiUe for the transfer and cancellation of voter registrations. 

11. Whenever election districts, precincts, or polling places are altered, provide for entry into
the voter registration system of the proper district and precinct designations for each registered 
voter whose districts or precinct have changed and notify each affected voter of changes 
affecting his districts or polling place by mail. 

12. Whenever any part of his county or city becomes part of another jurisdiction by
annexation, merger, or other means, transfer to the appropriate general registrar the registration 
records of the affected registered voters. The general registrar for their new county or city shall 
notify them by mail of the transfer and their new election districts and polling places. 

13. When be registers any person who was previously registered in another state, notify the
appropriate authority in that state of the person's registration in Virginia. 

14. At the request of the county or city chairman of any political party nominating a
candidate for the General Assembly, constitutional office, or local office by a method other than 
a primary, review any petition required by the party in its nomination process to determine 
whether those signing the petition are registered voters. 

15. cany out such other duties as prescribed by the electoral board.

Dratting Note: The list of specific duties assigned to general registrars is reorganized. The 
term "registrar" is used in present law and in Title 24.2 to refer to the general and assistant 
registrars. The first clause of proposed § 24.2-114 recognizes that assistant registrars also perform 
certain of the listed duties but always subject to the general registrar's supervision. 

The duties listed in each subdivision have been revised as follows: 

1 - present (1). A cross-reference is added to the substantive provisions on registration 
offices and locations. The prohibition on soliciting applications is restated to clarify that the 
regisb1ir bas the duty to encourage registration by the public generally, but is prohibited from 
selective solicitation of applications. 

2 - present (la); stylistic changes only. 

3 - present (2); stylistic changes; shift power to administer oaths to 5. 

4 - present (1 b); stylistic changes only. 

5 - present § 24.1-68 with rewording to clarify that the provision relates to maintaining 
order in the registration proce$; power to administer oaths transferred from 3, including power 
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to administer oaths to officers of election. 

6 - present (6) and § 24.1-54; combines the more general proVisions of § 24.1-54 to maintain 
records on the system approved by the State Board with the more specific requirements for 
preserving records of registered voters permanently and records of rejected or cancelled 
registrations for four years rather than two. The four-year requirement eliminates an 
inconsistency in current law and reflects current practice. 

7 - present (7); no change in substance. 

8 - new; replaces out-of-date (3) and reflects present practices. 

9 - new; replaces part of present ( 4) which is obsolete and reflects present practices. See, 
also, subdivision 15 below. 

10 - present (8), (12), and (13); combines duties to maintain accurate records, transfer 
registrations, and cancel registrations in one provision. The detailed responsibilities are spelled 
out in proposed Chapter 4. 

11 - present (9); modified to include reference to polling places. See, also, § 24.2-306. 

12 - present (10); stylistic and clarifying changes. 

13 - present (11); stylistic changes only. 

14 - present (17); stylistic changes only. 

15 - part of present (4); no change in substance. See, also, subdivision 9 above. 

Present subdivision (5) is deleted as obsolete since the information referred to on district 
lists and numbers. of voters is provided automatically. The requirement to provide information 
requested by the State Board is covered in proposed § 24.2-103. 

The present subdivision (l4) requirement to copy registration books is deleted as obsolete. 
The procedures for reconstruction of destroyed records are covered in proposed § 24.2-446. 

Present subdivision (15) is deleted since it is in conflict with proposed § 24.2-405 and 
existing § 24.1-23 which provide for the State Board to furnish such information to officeholders 
and candidates. Generally, the registrars do not furnish registered voter lists. 

§ i U 68. Registlw � ee a eeeseFYeier el die peeee. Bveey registmi" saa11, presePJe eRlff
at 8REl ift tee 'lieiaity el t:ae plaee el Fegistfatiea; aae te eaaele Mm t& ti& se; be sllaH ee
eleilled witll- all ae ,ewefS el a eeaseP.iater el tee peaee; Wllile eageged iB tee duties impesed 
IJy laW: He mB¥ e1.ehule lf8fft ate plaee el 1=egisalmea ell pefSeBS weese preseaee be eeems
uaaeeessery, 8REl � eppei&t speeiel e#ieefS; � eJEeeediag &fee ill aamtter, ill eaell- eleetien 
Elisa=iet aH m&¥ S11mmea tee &ySt&BdefS m: etllff peFSeas ia tile 1Jieiaity te assist Wolleae¥eF, iB 
Ms j11dgllleat, it sliaH ee aeeessery te ,reserve 6fEler. 

Drafting Note: Present § 24.1-68 is incorporated in proposed § 24.2-114 as subdivision 5. 

Article 5. 

Officers of Election. 

§ 2-U 196 24.2-115 • Appointment, ieffBS; eie:; qualifications, and term of officers of
election.- It sl!eH ee tlie � el the- Each electoral board ef. WA- ei£y aae eeuaty, at taew its

regular meeting in the liHl SEWe& days el tee � first week of February eaea year, t& shall 
appoint ; iB ee&feAnify WHll- tee requiFemeats el §§ l 4.1 32 ane 2 U 196, officers of election 
w1tese . Their terms of office shall begin on tile fiM el March one following their appointment , 
and continue for one year or until their succ�ors are appointed. 

· Not l� than three competent citizens shall be appointed for each precinct and, insofar as
practicable, each officer shall be a qualified voter of the precinct he is appointed to serve, but 
in any case a qualified voter of the city or county. In appointing the officers of election, 
representation shall be given to each of the two political parties having the highest and next 
highest number of votes in the Commonwealth for Governor at the last preceding gubernatorial 
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election. The representation of the two parties shall be equal at each precinct having an equal 
number of officers and shall vazy by no more than one at each precinct having an odd number 
of officers. If possible, officers shall be appointed from lists of nominations filed by the political 
parties entitled to appointments. The party shall file its nominations with the secretary of the 
electoral board at least ten days before February one each year. 

Officers of election se appeiated shall serve for all elections held in their respective 
precincts during their terms of office ereept tBat . However , for a primary election involving 
only one political party, persons representing the political party holding Sl:lE& eleetiea the 
primary shall ee ate � serve as the officers of election in any county or city in which sai& 
the political party has submitted a list &f J.ists ef pefSees of nominations as provided ift 
§ 24.l 196 above .

The electoral board shall designate one officer as the chief officer of election and one
officer as the assistant for each precinct. The officer designated as the assistant for a precinct, 
whenever practicable, shall not represent the same political party as the chief officer for SlieJI. 
the precinct. 

It slt&H- ee tfte � ef Ole The electoral board t& shall instruct each chief officer and eae& 
assistant in his duties not less than three nor more than fourteen days before each election. 
Each electoral board may instruct each officer of election in his duties not less than three nor 
more than thirty days before each November general election. 

If any pefS9B se aptJeieted is ler aey FeaSeB- an officer of election is unable to serve at any 
election during his term of office, the electoral board may at any time appoint a substitute who 
shall hold office and serve for the unexpired term. 

A The secret.ary of the electoral board shall prepare a list eeetaieiag ate names of eleeaee 
the officers se apf)eieted sllaH ee made of election which shall be available for inspection and 
posted in the general registrar's office iB tile eeaety &F � IM wMel1- tney Me &JJpeiated prior 
to tae eate en wltie& aee: ie:Flft e# effiee Begies March one each year. 

!J:lte mere lailure t& se aJJpeiat sllaD- Bet reRdef ¥eiti any eleetiea. 

Drafting Note: This proposed section brings together provisions from existing §§ 24.1-32, 
24.1-105 and 24.1-106 on the appointment and qualifications of officers of election-particularly 
provisions on representation for the two major political parties. One ambiguity in present law 
concerns the question of which election determines political party representation on electoral 
boards and among officers of election. The reference to the preceding "general" election in 
existing § 24.1-32 contrasts with the reference to the preceding "gubernatorial" election in other 
sections including existing § 24.1-106. In proposed § 24.2-115, the second paragraph provides that 
the election for Governor controls party representation requirements and makes this section 
consistent with other similar provisions in proposed Chapter l. The requirement that the 
electoral boards and officers of election include representatives of the two major parties is set 
out in Article II, Section 8, of the Constitution which uses the phrase "general election." The 
statutory provisions define this term as the statewide election for Governor so that there will be 
one election result used in all localities. Otherwise, a "general election" could include elections 
for multiple offices and uncontested and non-partisan elections and leave it doubtful which two 
parties had received the most votes. 

The final sentence of existing § 24.1-105 is stricken as surplusage because it simply restates 
applicable general law which disfavors voiding an election. Moreover, unnecessary questions are 
raised when this type of special savings clause is included for one situation and not included for 
other comparable situations. 

§ 24.1 196. QaalifieatieRS ef effieeFS el e1eeeen. Wlleae?er i-t is llOSSible t& ee se-; the
f:)efSBBS appeiated effieeFS el eleetiea shall Ile ehesea lei: eaea pel,lfflg plaEe kem a list el 
Ba1BeS el f:)eFSeBS wit& are eemf:)eteet, ef. geed, Hl9f8I. ellameter, aoo EJ\l&lifiee te sefYe ill tee 
preeieet, if S\llJmifted ey tee twe �elitieal J)MHeS easting ate llignest aae Bat lligltest · aumeeF e# 
vetes at tee � geeematerial eleetiee. Sae& neminatiees s&aH: Ile maee te tile seeretary &f tile 
eleeteftll � at least te& eays PfffW t& ate mst � &f FebraaFy ef. eaeii year. 

Drafting Note: The contents of this section have been incorporated in proposed § 24.2-115. 

§ 24.1197 24.2-116 . Compensation of officers.-The governing body of each county, city, or
town shall pay its officers of any election seaH rceeive as eempensatiea fer teee= seJViees the 
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SYm &f at least thirty dollars for each day's service rendered on each election day. +lie In 
addition, the governing body ef aay eea:ety, aty er t&w& may iaerease the eempensatiea hereiB 
preserihed '* effieers ef eleetiea. 

� eftief effiea: ef eleetiea, er � uaaele, the assistant, saaH l)ielf � a&& e&ffY te tile 
peHiBg � tee pellheeks aae B8llets if se direeted ey the eleeter-al 900fll a&& an � ef 
eleetieR saaH EaffY tee retaFBS ef the eleetiea anEl eallats as 13revided iR § 2 4.1 143 ffelB tile 
peHiBg t)laee= =File eeief effieer, assistaat er elf.ieer ef eleetieB shall- reeeive lef eaeh sueh 
serviee tee SQfft ef ten Elellars, anEl mileage as l)Qffl te tile members ef the Geeeral Assemaly. 
shall pay each officer ten dollars and mileage at the rate payable to members of the General 
Assembly for each time he delivers pollbooks and ballots to the polling place and each time he

delivers returns and ballots to the appropriate official alter the polls close. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Provisions concerning the duties of the officers to 
transport election materials are covered by proposed § 24.2-610. 

§ 24.1 195.1 24.2-117 . Removal of officer of election on request of candidate.-A candidate
may require the removal of an officer of election for the election in which he is a candidate by 
a request in writing, filed at least seven days before the election with the electoral board 
appointing the officer, on the grounds that the officer is the spouse, parent, grandparent, sibling 
er , child , or grandchild of an opposing candidate. The electoral board may appoint a substitute 
who shall hold office and serve for that election. 

Drafting Note: The nepotism provisions applicable to appointments by electoral boards and 
general registrars differ from existing § 24.1-105.1 by including grandchildren and in·laws. 
Proposed § 24.2-117 includes grandchildren as well as grandparents, since the relationship is 
equal in degree, but the section is not expanded to reach in-laws. 

§ 24.1198 24.2-118 . Appointments when officers fail to Mteee serve .- Sheale a&y ef tee
efHeeFS appeiated fer � plaEe ef YetiRg fail er � te atleBEl er t& aet at tae plaee &f YetiRg 
fer eae eeu1 aftff tee time preseriheEI hf law fer epeaiag tee pel,ls at SHell- eleeaea, a sllell- Be 
tlte duty ef If an officer of election is absent or unable to serve and the polls have been open 
tor one hour, · the remaining officers of election , a aay, te shall appoint a substitute e#ieers 
officer of election for suell- eleetieB Elism.et, wh& the precinct. The substitute officer shall pcsess 
the same qualifications and HfMK1' , alter taking. the requisite oath snail- , have the same powers 
as officers appointed by an electoral board. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

Article 6. 

Miscellaneous Provisions. 

§ � 24.2·119 . Restrictions on persons holding other offices serving as member of
electoral board, registrar , or officer of election.-No person, nor the deputy of any person, who 
is employed by or holds any office or post of profit or emolument, or who holds any elective 
office of profit or trust, under the governments of the United States� the Commonwealth, or any 
county, city, or town, shall be appointed a member of the electoral board or general registrar. 
No person, nor the deputy or the employee of any SUell person, who holds any elective office of 
profit or trust under the government of the United States, the Commonwealth, or any county, 
city, or town of the Commonwealth, shall be appointed an �istant registrar or officer of 
election. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. This section restates the constitutional restrictions. 
The word "such" is deleted to conform the section to the language in Article II, Section 8, of 
the Constitution. 

§ 24.2·120. Oath of oflice.-The oath of office tor the members of the electoral board,
registrars, and officers of election shall be the oath stated in Article II, Section 7, of the 
Constitution. Each member of the electoral board, registrar, and officer of election shall take 
and sign the oath before performing the duties of his office. 

Each member of an electoral board and general registrar shall file the original signed oath 
in the clerk's office of the circuit court of his county or city. The general registrar shall file a 
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copy with the secretary of his electoral board. 

The oath of office for assistant and substitute registrars and for officers of election may be 
administered by a notary as well as by persons authorized to administer oaths under § 49--3. 

Drafting Note: This section consolidates provisions on the oath of office found in existing 
§§ 24.1-29, 24.1-32, and 24.1-43. No change in substance except to specify that the original oaths
of electoral board members are filed at the circuit court clerk's office.

§ 24.1 31.l 24.2-121 . · Defense of the electoral board, its members , and the general registrar;
appointment of counsel.- In tile eYeBt teat If any electoral board, any of its members, any 
general registrar, or any employee of or paid assistant to a registrar is made defendant in any 
civil action �rising out of the performance of his official duties, and does not have legal defense 
provided under !lie applicable insurance coverage el his eUiee , stteti- the officer &F , employee , 
or assistant may make af)plieaeee apply to the circuit court of the county or city in which he 
serves to assign counsel for his defense in sue& the action. � On a showing of good cause, the 
court may , apen geee eause SBeWft; make saeh- issue orders respecting the employment of an 
attorney or attorneys, including the attorney for the Commonwealth, as may be appropriate , and 
fix his compensation. Reimbursement of any expenses incurred in the defense of sue& eBafge 
the action may also be allowed by the court. Sae& legal Legal fees and expenses shall be paid 
from the treasury of the county or city , except in the case of appointment of the attorney for 
the Commonwealth. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. At present the local electoral board, electoral board 
members, and the general registrar participate in the state insurance plan for acts and omi$ions 
liability coverage and would have legal defense coverage under the state plan. See § 2.1-526.8. 

§ 24.2-122. Status of members of electoral boards, registrars, and officers of
election.-Members of electoral boards, registrars, and officers of election serve the 
Commonwealth and its localities in administering the election laws. They shall be deemed to be 
employees of the county or city in which they serve except as otherwise specifically provided by 
state Jaw. 

Assistant registrars who agree to serve without pay are not state or local employees for any 
purpose. 

Dratting Note: This provision from existing § 24.1-32 is moved to this article since it is 
applicable to electoral boards, registrars, and officers of election. These offices are hybrid, with 
state and local functions, and this revision explicitly recognizes that these offices serve both state 
and local functions. The second sentence restates the present law which requires that there must 
be express language in state law to treat these personnel as state employees. Otherwise they are 
deemed to be local employees. Current state law covers some of these personnel for certain 
purposes (insurance and defense against civil actions) and reimburses localities for compensation 
and expenses to the extent provided in the appropriation act These personnel are treated as 
local employees for payroll and benefits purposes. 

CHAPTER 2. 

FEDERAL, COMMONWEALTH, AND LOCAL OFFICERS. 

Chapter Drafting Note: Proposed Chapter 2 provides the election schedule, term, vacancy 
procedure, and method of removal for elected federal, state, and local officials, and for the 
removal of certain appointed officers. It is based primarily on existing Chapter 6 of Title 24.1, 
with the addition of other scattered provisions which logically fall within the proposed chapter. 

Proposed Article l provides generally for the beginning and expiration of terms. The next 
three proposed articles detail the elections, terms, and filling of vacancies in federal (Article 2), 
statewide (Article 3), and General Assembly (Article 4) offices respectively. Some clarifying 
changes are made but substantive provisions of existing law are retained. 

Proposed Articles 5 and 6 respectively address the election and terms of constitutional and 
local officers and the filling of vacancies in those offices. The term constitutional officer is used 
throughout to identify the five officials named in Article VII, Section 4 of the Constitution of 
Virginia (sheriff, attorney for the Commonwealth, treasurer, commissioner of the revenue, and 
clerk of the circuit court) and commonly referred to as constitutional officers. Elected school 
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board members are included in the articles to reflect the change in state law which now allows 
localities to opt for this selection method. Proposed Article 5 largely continues existing 
provisions. A conflict between existing § 24.2· 73 and § 24.21-90 is resolved by requiring that 
municipal mayors and council members take office on July I, notwithstanding any contrary 
charter provisions. 

Proposed Article 6 does contain some substantive changes necessitated by contradictions and 
ambiguities in existing provisions controlling the filling of vacancies in constitutional and local 
offices when there are no other statutory or special act provisions to govern the situation. The 
basic principle which is applied is that local governing bodies and circuit courts should fill 
vacancies only on an interim basis until the vacancy can be filled for the remainder of the term 
in a special election, unless a special election cannot be held under the statutory guidelines set 
for the calling of special elections. An exception is made for smaller towns. 

Proposed Article 7 specifies procedures by which elected and appointed officers may be 
removed from office, except in the case of those officers for whom the Constitution of Virginia 
provides a removal process. Based on existing Article 1.1 of Chapter 6 of Title 24.1, the proposed 
article makes stylistic and clarifying changes only. 

Article 1. 

General Provisions. 

§ � 24.2-200. When effieers terms to emef UfJOO � &\Hies begin.- iAdl- The terms of
all officers chosen at a November general election shall ; � b.eretelere et:aei:wise prer;iaed 
ey ellarter er statute, eater u,e& tee euaes el teeif: respeetive &ffiees begin on tee fifSt say &f 
January 1 seM thereafter, � � Re�itllstaadiRg succeeding their election unless otherwise 
provided in this chapter. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the terms of effiee &f 
mayefS ane- memeeFS &f ee1:1aeils &f eiBes afMI tewns all officers elected at a May general 
election shall begin on tee fil:st eay el July 1 succeeding their election. They shall continue to 
discharge the duties of their respective offices until their successors SBall &a¥e qualified qualify . 

Drafting Note: Clarifies and simplifies existing § 24.1-73 by referring to the two specific 
general election times. The proposed language reflects that any officer elected at the May 
general election, rather than mayors and councilmen only, would take office on July 1. An 
amendment to existing § 24.1-90 by the 1972 General A$embly allowed charter exceptions to the 
July 1 term commencement and thereby created a conflict between § 24.1-90 and § 24.1-73, 
which sought to override contrary charter provisions. This proposed chapter resolves the conflict 
by deleting the charter exception language from proposed § 24.2-222. The practice over the last 
twenty years has been to require July I in new charters, many cities and towns have amended 
their charters to include it, and few if any small town charters would still retain the September 
1 provision. Since elections must take place in May, there appears to be no sound reason to 
have the new council wait almost four months to take office. 

§ � 24.2-201 . When term of officer elected to fill vacancy commences and
expires. -The term of office of any person chosen at a special election to fill a vacancy in any 
public office shall commence as soon as he shall qualify and give bond, if bond Ile is required, 
and SYeh i)erS&& eBeseft at a Sf)eeial eleetiea saaH qaalify ane- give heBe; · H eeee he Feetaifed, 
aad- shall continue for the unexpired term of such office. sueB- Any person eDeseR at a 5f'eaal 
eleeaen so elected shall qualify and give bond, if bond be is required, no later than thirty days 
following the date on which the special election was held , aBd eeatieae ffiF tile aaeJEpiFea teRB
el suell effiee 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

Article 2. 

Federal Offices. 

§ U:l-8- 24.2-202 . Electors for President and Vice-President.- D:ere shall ee eBeseft � tBe
The qualified voters of the Commonwealth , at the eleetiaa ta be aeM- oo the Tueseay afteF tile 
fi.fst· Meaday ia :t>Tevemeer, � ana- at eleetiens te ee lleffi 9ft tee T11ese.ay aftei: tile fl£St 
Meatlay ift Nevem.eer iB eaeli � � thereafter, se many shall choose the Commonwealth's
electors for President and Vice-President of the United States as this Cemmeawealta SBaD ee 
enatleEI t& at the ame &f saeh eleetiea � tBe CeDStitatiea aBe laws ef the YBited- States at 
the general election in November 1996 and every fourth year thereafter . Each voter \Z0tiftg ift 
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sae& eleetieR shall vote for tee a number of electors which sltaH ee eEfU&l ts equals the whole 
number of senators and representatives to which the Commonwealth may at that time ee is 
entitled in the Congr� of the United States. 

Drafting Note: Simplifies and clarifies the language of existing § 24.1-8, but makes no 
substantive changes. 

§ 34:±-9 24.2-203 . Wile& aee wlleFe Convening of electors eeRr.·eee ; hew filling vacancies
sapplied; eleet:iea el eleetefS aee meeeeg WBe& Ce&gFess JJFeseriees a EliffeFeat eay ; how 
electors expected to vote .- .lJ.Bless a aif.feFeet say � 13Feserieea ey aBtllerUy el � � 
StMes; Hie The electors shall convene at the capitol building in the capital city of the 
Commonwealth at twelve o'clock noon on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in 
December , aftel: folloWing their election , at tile lielff: el t:wel¥e e!eleek Bee& el � day . II 
tae,e saeH ee aey vaeaeey m tlte effiee el eleetefS, eeeasieaee ey tleMlt; � te aet; eegleet 
t& Mtead, e,: etllef eause, the Those electors present shall immediately pFeeeeEI t& fill , by ballot 
, and by a plurality of votes, saell- vaeaeey any vacancy due to death, failure or inability to 
attend, refusal to act, or other cause . When tlte all electors sB&H afijte8f are present , or the 
vacancies Hell have been filled as aheve JJF91lid�d , they shall proceed to perform the duties 
required of such electors by the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

Electors selected by the state convention of any political party as defined in § 24.2-101 shall 
be expected to vote for the nominees of the national convention to which the state convention 
elects delegates. Electors named in any petition of qualified voters as provided in § 24.2·543 
shall be expected to vote lor the persons named for President and for Vice-President in the 
petition. 

§ 24.2-204. Election of electors and meeting when Congress prescribes a different day.- If
Congress shall deteFRM&e ea establishes a different time day for choosing electors, or appeiet 
appoints a different day for their meeting to give their votes, � the FeEtUiFemeats el the 
CeDSaat&ea el tile YBHee States; then the election shall be held and the meeting of the electors 
take place at suea ames, res,eetivety, as sllall ee preseriaeEI � aut&erity el tile :f:J&ite& States 
on those days . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance to existing § 24.1-9, which is divided into proposed 
§§ 24.2-203 and 24.2-204 because the second paragraph of § 24.1-9 applies to both preceding
sections. The new second paragraph of § 24.2-203 contains . the same provisions now found in
existing § 24.1-162. That section is stricken and its substance included in this article so as to
bring together the provisions related to electors.

§ M-:i-1-& 24.2-205 . Pay of electors.-Each elector shall � allewea receive the sum of fifty
dollars per day while actually engaged in the discharge of his official duties , and the same 
mileage as is allowed to members 70f the General .A$embly. 

Drafting Note: Stylistic changes only. 

§ � 24.2-206. Election and term of United States Senators.- Yftited � SeeatefS, iB
tile Ceagress el tile YRHed- &tales � tile Cemmeewealtli ef Virginia, sl1all- Ile eleeteEI B¥ tile The 
qualified voters teereef, of the Commonwealth shall elect its members of the United States 
Senate at the general election held in November next preceding the expiration of tlte each 
member's respective term of office el sue& YBited- States SeeateFS , for terms of six years to 
begin on January 3 following their election . Suell- SeaatefS shall ee elleseft ey- tee que:lifieEI 
Yetefs iB t&is Cemmeaweeltll. At suelt eleet:iea, tlte eaadidate reeeiviag tBe lligllest Rumt,er &f 
Yates saa1,1 ee deelared eleeteEI. 

Drafting Note: Clarifies the section by removing redundant language. No change in substance. 
Existing § 24.1-148 already provides generally that the candidate receiving the highest number of 
votes is elected. The date for Senate terms to commence is set by federal law (2 uses § 1) and 
is included in the proposed section primarily for informational purposes. 

§ Md-3 24.2-207 . H&w Filling vacancies in Senate aFe HHee .-When any vacancy shall
eeeur occurs in the representation of the Commonwealth of Virginia in the United States Senate, 
the Governor shall issue a writ of election to fill suea- the vacancy tor the remainder of the 
unexpired term . SUeft. The election shall be held at on the next succeeding November general 
election date or, if the vacancy occurs within 120 days prior to that date, on the second 
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succeeding November general election date . =Rle Seaater, se eleeteEl, saaa lleW- suell- elliee lef 
Nie 1:1ae-,ired teflft &# � Seaeter wsem SYell- pefS6ft is eleeted te saeeeed, Ht Yle The

Governor may make a temporary appointment to fill Slleft the vacancy until the qualified voters 
fill the same by election 1 as llereiallelere reql:lired . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Existing § 24.1-3 tracks statutory provisions which 
were first enacted in 1914 following ratification of the Seventeenth Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States which provided for direct election of senators. The Seventeenth 
Amendment requires an election to fill vacancies, and allows the legislature by statute to 
authorize the governor to make an interim appointment, but does not specify a particular 
election time. 

An ambiguity arises under the existing statute from specifying that the vacancy must be 
filled at the next succeeding November general electio:;i. A vacancy could occur, within a time 
frame shortly before a November election, such that there would not be sufficient time to 
nominate candidates and conduct elections. This ambiguity does not arise for other offices 
because vacancy provisions either permit a special election at times other than a general 
election date or carry the election over to the second succeeding general election if the vacancy 
occurs within a certain time of the next succeeding one. (See existing § 24.1-76, for example.) 

If a vacancy now occurred too near the November general election to hold the special 
election, the election to fill the vacancy would be held at the second ensuing general election 
under existing statutes and federal case law despite the absence of a specific provision in 
present § 24.1-3. Proposed § 24.2-207 includes a specific provision to this effect in order to 
remove any confusion. The · alternative of allowing the governor to call a special election for a 
date other than November would be a substantive change and is not proposed here. 

§ 24:H 24.2-208 . Hew aBe- wile& re,rese&tatilf.?es eleeteel Election and term of members of
. House of Representatives .- MemlleFS eE tile Beuse el Re�reseataa·:es eE tile Ce&gFess el tlle 
Yeitee States sll&H ee eheseB by tlte The qualified voters of tlte res,eeti11e each con�ional 
eistrieis, district shall elect one member of the United States House of Representatives at the 
general election in November , el tlle ye&f -1-9+9; 1994 and every second year thereafter, for the 
term of two years to begin on January 3 following his election . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Federal law (2 uses § 7) establishes the date for 
commencement of terms of House members. It is included in the proposed section primarily for 
informational purposes. 

§ � 24.2-209 • Ge·:eFBer t& issue Wfits te fill r.r-aeae.eies Filling vacancies in Bouse of
Representatives.-When any vacancy slt&ll 9eeaf occurs in the.· representation of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia in the Bouse of Representatives el '8e Ce88fess el � YBHed � , 
or when a representative-elect saaH die dies or RSiga resigns , the Governor shall i$ue a writ 
of election to fill S\:left- the vacancy. Upon receipt of written notification by a representative or 
representative-elect of his resignation as of a stated date, the Governor may immediately mue a 
writ to call suea a& the election. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

Article 3. 

Statewide Offices: Governor, Lieutenant Governor, 

and Attorney General. 

§ � 24.2·210 . Election and term of Governor, Lieutenant Governor , and Attorney
General.-The Cevemer, Lieatesant Ge1Jemer aREl, !zttemey Geaeml saaH be ellesee BY tile 
qualified voters of the Commonwealth shall elect the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
Attorney General at the general election te ee Bekl ea tile TaesElay alter tile fifSt Meedaf in 
November , el tee yeaF l9-t-3- 1997 and every fourth year thereafter , aREl, saaH lleJe. t&eiF effieeS 
for a term terms of four years, to commence on the Saturday after the second Wednesday in 
January following their election. 

§ 24.l 81. Hew eleetiea el Ce,;emer, Lieateaant Ge•;em.er a&& Jzttem.ey CeeeRll
determined. The retaFBS el tile eleetiea fer Ge1Jemer, Lieatenaat Gevemer, aee Attemey 
General sllaH t:te traBSmiUed pursaaet te § 34.1169 te tl1e State Beafll eE EleetieBS wMe& sllall 
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eaase the retams te he e1teaea aee tBe ¥etes te Ile eaaBtee fH:tFS1:1aet te §§ 2U 152 aRd 24.l 164. 

The person having the highest number of votes for each office shall be declared elected. If 
two or more shall have the highest and an equal number of votes for an officet one of them 
shall be chosen for the office by a majority of the total membership of the General Assembly. 
Ceatestee eleeaens leF Ge·,emer, Lieuteeaet Ger.reRler aBe AtteRley Geaeral sllall ee deeided � 
a lilie ¥ete fUifSHBRt te the prer.iisiees el C:ttapter 8 (§ 24.1 238.l et � ef tilts atle . 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-210 combines existing §§ 24.1-80 and 24.1..Sl without any 
change in substance. The first and last sentences of existing § 24.1-81 are unnecessary since the 
provisions for counting the votes and resolving contests are set out elsewhere in the title. 

§ � 24.2-211 . Discharge of duties when office of Governor is vacant or Governor is
disabled.-When the Governor-elect is disqualified, resigns, or dies following his election but 
prior to taking office, the Lieutenant Governor-elect shall succeed to the office of Governor for 
the full term. When the Governor-elect fails to �ume office for any other reason, the 
Lieutenant Governor-elect shall serve as acting Governor. 

Whenever the Governor transmits to. the President pro tempore of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Delegates his written declaration that he is unable to discharge the 
powers and duties of bis office and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the 
contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Lieutenant Governor as acting 
Governor. 

Whenever the Attorney General, the President pro tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker 
of the House of Delegates, or a majority of the total membership of the General A$embly, 
transmit to the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Delegates their written 
declaration that the Governor is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the 
Lieutenant Governor shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as acting 
Governor. 

Thereafter, when the Governor transmits to the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House of Delegates his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers 
and duties of his office unless the Attorney General, the President pro tempore of the Senate, 
and the Speaker of the House of Delegates, or a majority of the total membership of the 
General Assembly, transmit within four days to the Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House of Delegates their written declaration that the Governor is unable to discharge the powers 
and duties of his office. Thereupon the General Assembly shall decide the �ue, convening 
within forty-eight hours for that purpose, if not already in session. If within twenty-one days 
after receipt of the latter declaration or, if the General .A$embly is not in �ion, within 
twenty-one days after the General Assembly is required to convenet the General A$embly 
determines by three-fourths vote of the elected membership of each house of the General 
A$embly that the Governor is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the 
Lieutenant Governor shall become Governor; otherwise, the Governor shall resume the powers 
and duties of his office. 

In the case of the removal of the Governor from office or in the case of his disqualification, 
death or resignation, the Lieutenant Governor shall become Governor. 

If a vacancy exists in the office of Lieutenant Governor when the Lieutenant Governor is to 
succeed to the office of Governor or to serve as acting Governor, the Attorney General, if he is 
eligible to serve as Governor, shall succeed to the office of Governor for the unexpired term or 
serve as acting Governor. If the Attorney General is ineligible to serve as Governor, the Speaker 
of the House of Delegates, if he is eligible to serve as Governor, shall succeed to the office of 
Governor. If a vacancy exists in the office of the Speaker of the House of Delegates or if the 
Speaker of the House of Delegates is ineligible to serve as Governort the House of Delegates 
shall convene and fill the vacancy. 

Drafting Note: The language in existing § 24.1-82 parallels that of Article V, Section 16, of 
the Constitution of Virginia and therefore is unchanged. 

§ *-l-84 24.2-212 . Discharge of duties when office of Lieutenant Governor vacant-When a
vacancy occurs in the office of Lieutenant Governor ealy , the duties of that office shall be 
discharged by the President pro tempore of the Senate, but he shall not by reason thereof be 
deprived of his right to act and vote as a member of the Senate. 
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Drafting Note: No change in substance. There is no constitutional or statutory prov1s1on 
which specifically addresses filling a vacancy in the office. Chapter 30 of the 1973 Acts of 
Assembly removed the prior provision of § 24.1-84 for filling the vacancy by election if a 
general election was scheduled during the remainder of the unexpired term. 

Article V, Section 7, of the Constitution of Virginia gives the governor the power to fill 
vacancies when there is no other provision. If the governor fills a vacancy in an elective office, 
the appointment is temporary and the vacancy is filled for the remainder of the term at the 
next general election. The Supreme Court of Virginia held that the governor's power to make 
such an appointment is discretionary rather than mandatory. Thus, if the governor chooses not 
to make a temporary appointment, the office will remain vacant and the President pro tempore 
would continue to discharge the duties of the office as provided in § 24.2-212. 

§ :b4-:l-85- 24.2-213 . H&w- Filling vacancy in office of Attorney General fillee .- WaeH- If a
vacancy occurs in the office of Attorney General during the ses.sion of the General Assembly i& 
the effiee ef Attemey GeaeFal , it the General Assembly shall ee fillee ay eleetiea fill the 
vacancy by tBe jeiBt Yete e# file tw& ooases a majority vote of the total membership . If suell a 
vacancy eeetff! occurs during a reces.s of the General Assembly, the Governor shall fill, l}f6 
teml)ere, tae vaeaaey BY eemmissiee te � with the eKiJiFBtieB ef sueh appoint a successor to 
serve for the remainder of the unexpired term or at until the end of thirty days after the 
commencement of the next ses.sion of the General Assembly , whichever shall happen first At 
saea that next ses.sion, the General As.sembly shall fill saea- the vacancy by election by the jeiRt 
¥ate e# the twe hetiSeS a majority vote of the total membership for the unexpired portion of the 
term. 

Drafting Note: The 1902 Constitution and earlier statutory provisions, including predecessor 
versions of this section, used the term, "joint vote of the two houses" in referring to various 
collective actions of the General As.sembly. The 1971 Constitution substituted "majority vote of 
the total membership" as applied to votes to break ties and resolve election conflicts. Existing 
§ 24.1-81 was amended to pick up the new language, but § 24.1-85 was not changed. Proposed
§ 24.2-213 adopts the new language.

Article 4. 

General Assembly. 

§ *-H-3 24.2-214 . Whee- Election and term of Senators eleeted .- Memhers The members
of the Senate of Virginia te rel:)reseat eaelt seaatenal distriet et the Cemmee-wealth. shall be 
elected e& at the general election Taesday aftel: the fifSt Meaeay in November , � 1995 , and 
every four years thereafter , for a teflft terms of four years, to begin on the second Wednesday 
in January succeeding their election. 

Drafting Note: Changes are stylistic only. 

§ 24:l-H- 24.2-215 . WBeR- Election and term 'of members of the House of Delegates eleetee;
teffft et effiee .-The members of the House of Delegates shall be elected e& at the general 
election Taesday su.eeeeaiag the first Meaeay in November , ml;- 1995 and every two years 
thereafter for a temi- terms of two years , to begin on the second Wednesday in January 
succeeding their election. 

Drafting Note: Changes are stylistic only. 

§ � 24.2-216. Hew Filling vacancies in the General As.sembly .fiHee. .-When a vacancy
occurs in the membership of the General Assembly during the recess of the General Assembly 
or when a member-elect to the next General Assembly SAaH aie; resiga � ee dies, resigns, or 
becomes legally incapacitated to hold su.ea office prior to its meeting, the Governor shall issue a 
writ of eiection to fill su.eli the vacancy skall- ee issued BY the Gevemer, aae wltea suee . If the 
vacancy aa:pl:)ens occurs during the ses.sion of the General Assembly al � the f)eFS0B se 
dyiBg * resigaiag � waese effiee is et.keR\tise :vaeatea is a memeer , the writ SBaH- ae issued 
ay the Speaker of the House of Delegates , or BY the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, as 
the case may be , shall issue the writ unless the respective house by rule or resolution shall 
provide otherwise . Upon receipt of written notification by a member or member-elect of his 
resignation as of a stated date, the Governor, Speaker, or President Pro Tempore , as the case 
may be, may immediately issue the writ to call SU€b aa the election. 
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S\le& The writ shall be directed to the seeretary el the eleetaral aeaffl &I the � er the 
� l6f w&ieft the eleetiea is te ee hekl, er te tee secretaries of the electoral boards of the 
respective counties and cities composing the eleetiaa district ; &f dismets, l9f ae eleetiea ef 
seaate:FS m: delegates, wiles tile eleetiea is l&F sue& ElistFiets, But wneRe1;er aR¥ disH=iet is 
elumged alter the eleetieB el a delegate er seaater. ane the delegate er seaater SB&ll- Elie; i=eSigft; 
9f Bis &ffiee ee eilleFWise • .. 1&eateEI, iBe eleetiea t& HY tile vaeaaey sli-aH ee 11:effi ift t:Be distf:iet as 
ee85timted waen the delegate 9f- seaater was eleeteEl for which the election is to be held . 

Drafting Note: The procedure for issuing writs of election to fill vacancies is changed to 
reflect the principle of separation of powers and to conform to Section 7 of Article IV of the 
Constitution of Virginia, · which provides that "each house may direct writs of election for 
supplying vacancies" which occur when the General Assembly is in se�ion. The first change is 
to provide that the President Pro Tempore will issue such writs for the Senate if the existing 
practice is continued. A legislative rather than executive branch officer, as is the Lieutenant 
Governor, should hold this responsibility. Secondly, the new language at the end of the second 
sentence will enable either house to assert its constitutional authority to issue writs if it so 
chooses. Other changes are stylistic except for the deletion of language in the last clause. This 
final clause is deleted because it is in conflict with and has been superceded by the 1990 
enactment of existing § 24.1-17.2 (proposed § 24.2-311). The later enacted § 24.1-17.2 provides 
that a vacancy is to be filled from the new district when the vacancy occurs after redistricting. 
See drafting note to proposed § 24.2-311. 

Article 5. 

Constitutional and Local Officers. 

§ M:l-86 24.2-217 . � aRe � slleFiffs, Cemmeawealt&'s attemeys, ti=easareFS,
eemmmieaefS ef Fel'Jeeue; wlteft eleeted; teffft; qualifieaaens el Cemmenwealta's auemey 
Election and terms of constitutional officers .-The qualified voters of tile vaFieBS eeueties each 
county shall elect a sheriff, an attorney for the Commonwealth, a treasurer, and a commissioner 
of the revenue at the general election in November ; J.9+l, 1995 and every four years thereafter 
unless a county has adopted an optional form of government which provides that the office be 
abolished or a county's charter so provides . The qualified voters of tile varie\!S eities each city, 
unless its charter provides otherwise, shall elect a sheriff, an attorney for the Commonwealth, a 
treasurer, and a commi$ioner of the revenue , ane SHeli- � eleeti1.ie eity effieeFS waese 
eleeties is net e*lierwi:se JlFel'.lidee mr � law 9f eaartei=, at the general election in November ; 
� 1997 and every four years thereafter. � SQell effieef eleetee t)Fief taerete fer a tei=m 
el feuf yeers; wltieli tefm may ha¥e eJEf)iree, shall eeatieee ifi effiee URtil- the fifSt. day ef 
.Jaauar,\ -l9+4: SUell- e#ieeFS All shall hold office for a term of four years k&m the first say &f 
beginning January 1 next succeeding their election. 

!f& (f\lalify t& t.e eleetee 9f Bekl eff.iee;- ae attemey JEW � Cemmeaweal� SRall t.e a 
memlteF &f � haF el ill-is CemmeeweaHll. 

§ 24.1 87. EJeetiea aee tefm &I e1eAfS &f eeaHS &f reeeM lef eeeaties aae eities.

The qualified voters of the several counties shall elect a clerk of the circuit court &I FeeeRl 
of the county at the general election in November ; � 1999 and every eight years thereafter. 
The qualified voters of each city having a circuit court shall elect a clerk of the circuit court at 
the November 1995 general election and every eight years thereafter. Suell elei=ks They shall 
hold office for a term of eight years ff9fft tRe fifSt say el beginning the January 1 next 
succeeding their election. 

� qualified vetefs el tile several eities Ba¥iRg e eeuft 9f- eeHffS el reeeRl shaY eleet a 
elef:li 9f- elff1Es &I tile eeuPt eF eearts &f ree&fd el tile ei,ty at tlte geneFal eleetiea kt )tlevemeei=, 
-1-9+9 88:4 eYef¥ eigM years t:liei=eatter. � eleff ef. a eeart el Fee&F6- eleeied PR9f- tliefete l&f 
a tefm. &I eigM ye&fS; wMeli tefm may BaYe- e�ired, snail eeatinue iB effiee UfttH tee · fiFSt eay 
el .JeBU&fY, � 

If a county and city share any of the offices to which this section applies, the qualified 
voters of the city shall cast their votes for that office according to the schedule set forth above 
for counties. 

Drafting Note: Existing §§ 24.1-86 and 24.1-87 are combined in proposed § 24.2-217 so that all 
constitutional officers (those specified in Article VII, Section 4, of the Constitution) are covered 
under one heading. The substance of the two existing sections is not changed. 
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The proposed section explicitly recognizes that certain offices are abolished by some city 
charters and in some of the optional forms of county government, as constitutionally permitted, 
and that counties now may operate under charters which could abolish an office. It also codifies 
existing practice that cities which share an officer with a county vote on the county's schedule. 
Transition provisions which placed election of officers in all cities on the November general 
election schedule are no longer needed and are deleted. The deleted requirements relating to 
qualifications for attorney for the Commonwealth already are contained in § 15.1-40.l. 

§ � 24.2-218. Election and term of county supervisors.- � I& The qualified voters of
each county magisterial aistri.et 61= election district aet=e shall � e&esea ey tlle El\laliiiea lr&tefs 
thereef at � geaeF&J eleetiee ift Ne1;em�er, ift t&e yea1= � aoo es1efY � years tb:eFeafter 
elect one or more supervisors wl!:& sltall Mlfl. effiee, at the general election in November 1995 
and eve.ry four years thereafter for the � terms . of four years, except as provided in 
§ 24.2-219 or as may he provided by law for those counties having the optional feRBS form of
government under the provisions of Article 3 (§ 15.1-674 et seq. of Chapter 14 of Title 15.1 aaa
aeeJ* as 1lePeiaaft:er ,rev4EleEl

'™" � Nefw:UastaBdieg tee previsiees el sabseetiee � el this seetiea m: aay e£1le.f law te 
the eeBB=a�r, tae 

§ 24.2-219. Alternative for biennial county supervisor elections and staggered terms.-A. The
governing body of any county may by resel\ltiee ordinance provide that the county board of 
supervisors be elected biennially for staggered four-year terms. 

In lieu of a reselutiee an ordinance by the board of supervisors, upee- the registered voters 
of the county may file a petition filee with the circuit court of the county sigReQ ey tea ,ereeat 
el � q_aalif.ieEl .¥etefs e# the eeuety as el .Jall\lary + e# � yea1= the petitiee is filed. requesting 
that a referendum be held on the lellewing question � 

� tee memhers &f. of whether the county board of supervisors should be elected 
biennially for staggered four-year tenns -?!! • The petition shall be signed by registered voters 
equal in number to at least ten percent of the number registered in the county on the Januaiy 
1 preceding its filing. 

The court pursuant to §§ 24.2-682 through 24.2-684 shall lly order eetereEl el FeeeRi- as 
f'F91.R:ded ift § 3 4.1 165 reqaiFe the regalaf election officials on a day fixed in sae1l- the order to 
epee a ,eH, aee talie ilte seese el ilte El\lalified ¥etefs el � eeuety conduct a referendum on 
the question submitteEl as BeFeiB- previEled . The clerk of the eeuety court shall eause a publish 
notice of Slieli- the referendum t& he pahlisaed in same a newspaper having general circulation 
in the county once a week for four consecutive weeks and shall post a copy of sae1l- the notice 
at the door of the courthouse of the county. The � � he prieted te reae as fellews 
question on the ballot shall be : 

.. Shall the members of the county board of supervisors be elected biennially for staggered 
four-year terms? 

O Yes 

O No" 

The h&Het5 s1l&H he eeueted, retams made aoo eaa11assed as ift etbef eleeeeas aBEl tee 
feSUlf referendum shall be held and the results certified as provided in § 34.1 165 24.2-684 . Saeli 
refereadum shall ee llekl &Bly ill � � preeeding tae yew: i& wMe& a geaeml eleetiea l&r 
sUf)entiseFS is t& ee hekl, ane B& farther suell referendum may he Bel& ift t&e same eeuety '* 
& ,eried: el leur yea&. 

tfft B. If a majority of the voters voting in saea- the eleetiee referendun1 voted for biennial 
election of the members of the board of supervisors for staggered four-year tenns, or if the 
governing body shall have so provided by reseJaaen ordinance , then the memhers el the heafEl 
el su,eP."isers s1la1I ee eleeted as fellews: 

Bte terms of flleif: saeeessers · supervisors elected at the next general election for supervisors 
shall be as follows: 

1. If the number of supervisors elected in the county is an even number, half of the
successful candidates shall be elected for terms of four years and half of the successful 
candidates shall be elected for terms of two years; or if 
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2. If the number of supervisors in the county is an odd number, the smallest number of
candidates which creates a majority of the elected supervisors shall be elected for terms of four 
years and all other successful candidates shall be elected for terms of two years. Assignmeet ef 
tee isdiVidaal teABS el memeeFS shall ee deteHBinee ey let ey tile 

The electoral board of the county shall assign the individual terms of members by lot at tile 
its meeting ef tile MaF4 as required ey § 2 4.1 148 on the see&&& day following the election and 
immediately upon certification of the results ef the eleeeee . However, the assignment el sue& 
electoral board may assign individual terms of members may ee determined by election district 
t,y- in a drawing W BY iBe eleeleFal eeafe at a meeting held prior to the last day for a person 
to qualify as a candidate , if the governing body of the county so directs by a- ordinance or 
resolution adopted at least thirty days prior to the last day for saeli qualification and members 
are elected by district. In all elections thereafter all successful candidates shall be elected for 
terms of four years. 

In any county where the chairman of the board is elected from the county at large pursuant 
to §§ 15.1-589.3 or 15.1-729 , the provisions of this section shall not affect suee- that office. The 
chairman of the board shall be elected for a term of four years in � 1995 and every four 
years thereafter. 

tiiit C. In the event the representation kl on the board of supervisors among the magisterial 
distriets er election districts is reapportioned, or the number of districts is diminished or the 
boundaries of the districts are changed, elections shall be held in each new district at the 
general election next · preceding the expiration of the term of the office of the member of the 
board representing the predecessor district of each SHe!l- new district. In the event the number 
of districts is increased, the electoral board shall 3$ign a two-year or four-year term for each 
new district so as to maintain as equal as practicable a the number of members to be elected at 
each biennial election. 

� § 24.2-220. Reversion to quadrennial elections.- The governing body of any county, by 
reselaaen ordinance , may reseied a reselatiea repeal an ordinance previously adopted to 
proVide for the election of the board of supervisors biennially for staggered four-year terms and 
provide for the election of the board of supervisors quadrennially for four-year terms. The 
qualified voters of the county, by petition and referendum in accordance with the requirements 
and procedures set forth in paragrapli � el � saeseetiee § 24.2-219 ,may FeseinEI a raelutiee 
repeal an ordinance of the board or a referendum previously adopted which authorized the 
election of the board of supervisors biennially for four-year terms. The question in the 
referendum to rescind shall be: 

"Shall the members of the county board of supervisors be elected quadrennially for four-year 
terms? !! 

O Yes 

ONO" 

If a majority of the voters voting in S\lell eleetiea the referendum voted for quadrennial 
election of the members of the board of supervisors for four-year terms, or if the governing 
body shall have so provided by reselaaea ordinance , then the membefS el the &eaM el 
saf)enzisers saall � eleeted as felle'9.'S: 

fiw successors to those supervisors whose terms expire in tlie yea1= lQ83 1995 or any fourth 
year thereafter wlHEk- is a faur year iReFemeat tlleFeef, � sueeessefS shall be elected for a 
four-year term t and fer. immediate successors to those supervisors whose terms expire in -1-98& 
1993 or any fourth year thereafter wBieft is a feur yeaF iea:emeBt tllereef, t&eif: immediate 
sueeessers shall be elected for a two-year term and all subsequent succ�rs for a four-year 
term. 

§ 24.2-221. Time and frequency of referenda on election and term of supervisors.-A
referendum as provided in § 24.2-219 or § 24.2-220 shall be held only in the year preceding the 
year in which a general election for supervisors is to be held. Once a referendum on either 
question is held, no further referendum on either question may be held in the county for a 
period of four years. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-88 is divided into four sections for simplicity. "Election 
district" is a term defined in existing § 24.1-1 to include magisterial district, and proposed 
§ 24.2-101 uses the term "election district." Section 15.1-571.l authorizes counties either to elect ·
from their magisterial districts, which then must be changed with each county redistricting, or to
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establish separate election districts for supervisors and retain the historic magisterial districts. 
Numerous counties have chosen the latter option. The proposed sections drop the references to 
magisterial districts in favor of the inclusive "election district" to avoid confusion. 

The proposed sections require the board of supervisors to act by ordinance in establishing 
the election methods and terms, whereas existing § 24.1-88 provides for action by resolution. The 
matters addressed are of sufficient scope and permanent effect on the government to require 
more stringent ordinance procedures, as now are required to establish other major features of 
the board's election. (See §§ 15.1-37.4 and 15.1-571.l, for example.) 

Existing § 24.1-88 contains the language of proposed § 24.2-221 limiting the time and 
frequency of referenda to adopt biennial election of supervisors. Proposed § 24.2-221 extends 
these limits to referenda on reversion to quadrennial elections. 

§ � 24.2-222 . Election and terms of mayor and council for cities and towns.- -faj- The
qualified voters of each city and town el this Cemmeewealtk shall elect a mayor, if the same ee 
so provided f&F by charter, and a council , whie& shall ee tee ge\temiag Wy thereef, for thew 
the terms provided leF by charter. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or special 
; : (i) any election of mayor or councilmen of a city or town whose charter provides for such 
elections at two- or four-year intervals shall take place a& at the fis Taeseay ift May general 
election of an even-numbered year : I& aay , and (ii) any election of mayor or councilmen of a 
city or town whose charter provides for such elections el mayEK= er eeaaeilmee, at one- or 
three-year intervals ; sueh eleetiens shall take place e& at the fifst TeesElay general election in 
May of the years designated by charter. YRless eYleFWise previaea ay eaarteF, t&e The persons 
so elected shall enter upon the duties of their offices on tile fifSt aay &f July 1 succeeding their 
election, and remain in office until their successors have qualified. 

,(et IB aey eity er tew& ift wlHe& eleetiees are W fef: may.er er eeu.aeilmee at twe- er 
. teer year i&tef\ials: 

fl-1- Alty- � er eeaneilmaB eleeteEl in the year 1969 er � fer fear year term; er t&e 
� ±9+1- m: -1-m lef a fWe year teRB; Sft8II. Bel& effiee uBtH Bis sueeesser nas qualified. His 
sueeesser sllall IJe eleek!d ea tae mst Tuesday i& � -l-9+4; a&El QfHeSS eEllerwise l}rev4EleEI h;i 
ellefter sllell take effiee ee *lie mst def &f � feHew4eg Bis eleetiea. 

� AwJ- � er eeaaeilmaa eleeted m tae � -™ er � '9r a fear year teffl\ saall 
ftekl effiee anal, Ms sueeesser llas (tualifieEI. His saeeesseF SRall- ee eleetee e& tee HfSt Tuesday 
iB- May, 1-9+6;- aee QBless edieFWise J)Fevided 1:1¥ ellaFter S&al4 � elHee en tee HfSt eay &f � 
fellewiag Ms eleetiea. 

Drafting Note: Reference to the council as the governing body is deleted because it is 
unnecessiry and potentially confusing. Charters commonly provide that the elected mayor is a 
voting member of council and the mayor and council jointly constitute the governing body. 

When this Title was revised in 1970, municipal elections were set for May with terms to 
begin July I. The 1971 General Assembly added transition provisions to existing § 24.1-90 to 
effectuate the transition from June elections and September term commencement. These 
transition provisions no longer are nece$8ry and are deleted from proposed § 24.2-221. Also see 
the Drafting Note for proposed § 24.�·200 as to deleting charter exceptions to the requirement 
that terms begin on July 1. 

§ 24.1-90.2. [REPEALED] Exteesiee &f tei=H1S ift CHft&R. feFge iB- tee yeaf' 1992. IR 9FeeF ts
aeeemmedate tae refereeaum ea eeeselidatiea eaneetly seaeaulee te ee liele- iH tae spFiftg el 
� the Cireait CeUft &f Gliflen F&Fge may 9fdef: taat tae teRRS &f the mem�ers el eeueeil &f 
8le � el 9fftee. ferge waiell- nermally eee en Jee 39; l99t,- saall- ee eseeeea te DeeemaeF 
� m, er UBtil taew sueeessers m:e � (iualifieEl. In tee eYeBt the reiereaeum saaa faff, tBeir 
saeeessers SBall ee elee£ed at a geseml eleetiee ee the fifSt Tuesday #eHewieg the fifst Meeeay 
m �Jer;emeer � feF teFmS eegieeiag .Jaeuary !, !99a; aREI- eneiBg JHae � l-99&: Ypett � 
el saie- &fder,- tl!eFe saaD ae ne geeei:al eleetiea iB- tee eit¥ el Giften ferge ea tee HrSt Tuesday 
ift May -l-99t.-

, Drafting Note: The provisions ·of existing § 24.1·90.2 relating to the election of the Clifton 
Forge city council no longer are needed since the Clifton Forge.Alleghany County consolidation 

, was defeated in the referendum and the city council will be elected in November 1992 pursuant 
to the section. The provision that terms of the council elected in November 1992 will end June 
30, I 996, is continued in a separate enactment clause. 
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§ 24.2·223. Election and term of school board members.-In any county, city, or town
wherein members of the school board are elected, pursuant to Article 7 (§ 22.1·57.1 et seq.) of 
Chapter 5 of TiUe 22.1, elections shall be held to coincide with the election of members of the 
governing body at the regular general election in November in a county or the regular general 
election in May in a city or town. Elected school board members shall serve terms which are 
the same as those of the governing body, to commence on January 1 following their election in 
a county or July I following their election in a city or town. In no event shall any election of 
school board members take place prior to 1994. 

Drafting Note: The General Assembly at the 1992 Session enacted the referenced provisions 
of Title 22.1 authorizing elected school boards following a referendum (Chapter 594, 1992 Acts of 
�mbly). Title 22.1 provisions set out in detail the procedures for implementing school board 
elections and they are not repeated in this proposed section. 

§ � 24.2-224 . Local elections not otherwise provided for.- Ja ease ffte The election to 
any public office required to be filled by the qualified voters of any county, city, town, or 
election district shell for which an election time is not ee speeiaHy provided fM by law ; an 
eleetieR te sues- effiee shall be W held at the general election llel6 ReJEt helefe immediately 
preceding the time provided for the term of such office to commence. 

Dratting Note: Changes are stylistic only. The intent of this section presumably is to specify 
an election time when charter, general law, or other special act has provided that a local officer 
shall be chosen by the voters but has failed to specify the time of election. 

Article 6. 

Vacancies in Elected Constitutional and Local Offices. 

§ 24.2·225. Applicability. -This article applies to vacancies in any elected constitutional or
local office ii there is no other statutory or charter provision for filling a vacancy in the office. 
Further provisions · Within this article which specifically override other statutory or charter 
provisions shall prevail. ·� 

,Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-225 is based upon the first sentence of existing § 24.1-76. 
Generally, the article serves as a backup provision if a vacancy occurs and no other general or 
special law or charter provides for filling the vacancy. In addition, the article states certain 
limits generally on conducting special elections to fill vacancies. 

§ � 24.2-226 Appeiasnent � fill eertaia r;aeaaeies; Wfil &I eleetiea. A. W6eB a 
·.'8eaaey eeeufS in ey eleeted eeuaty, eity, tewB- m: distriet &ffiee afMl Be � prer.risiee is
made leF fiHiBg ae same; a majemy el tlle eif:ewt jutiges el tlle jadieial eifeUit fM � eeuety
&P - iB wMell il eeeUFS SHl-l malie a& ia�erim appeiatmeat � tlie effiee IIB9l- � vae&Bey eaa
ee filled ey a speeial eleef:i.ea as J)Fevided ill sabseeeea B el this seeaea. H a mejerity el saeh
jutiges eaaaet eg,ee; *he& tlle se&iM judge sltell- malie tile appei&tmeftt. Wlie& a �eaaey eeeufS,
if tlieFe ee a � i& � 8"iee; � tee eMe# et= seaief: � Ylereef sl!all perteRR all Die
euties el sHeli &ffiee uatii tlle flUelifieatiea el tile pefS8& appeieted te HH tlle riaeaeey. De
pePSeB- se a,peisted sllall llekl effiee uaal tile flU&lified YetefS sll&Q. fill die ¥aeaaey ey elee�ee
aee tile pef98B se eleetee saall lla¥e flUalified.

& Wlie& e vaeeaey eeeu,s iB ey eleeted eeeaty, eity; t&w& et= disfflet effiee aae ae 
preYisieR is maee leF fiHiBg !lie same HM= � 11ae-,ired J)effiee el tile term el effiee; tee 
Election to fill vacancy .-A. A vacancy in any: elected constitutional or local office, whether 
occurring when for any reason an officer-elect does not take office or occurring alter an officer 
begins his term, shall be filled by special election except as provided for certain towns by 
§ 24.2-228 or unless provided otherwise by statute or charter. The governing body of the county,
city ; or town in which the vacancy occurs shall, within fifteen days of the occurrence of saell
the vacancy , petition the circuit court to issue a writ of election to fill SHeB- the vacancy ifl tile
meaner as set forth in § 2U 183 Article 5 (§ 24.2-681 et seq.) of Chapter 6 . Either upon
receipt of suea- the petition or on its own motion, the court shall issue the writ el ordering the
election -: Any- eleet-iee eraereEI pufSUaat te t&is seeeee � ee hek:1- at for the next ensuing
general election to be held in tee eeuaty, eify &f tewft salijeet, e.ewever, t& the �Fe?isiees &I ,
� fit � la tbe event in November in the case of county officers and city constitutional
officers or in May in the case of other city and town officers. If the vacancy occurs within 120
days prior to tBe BeEt suell- ensaiag general that election, however, the writ ef eleetiea shall
issue fer a& order the election to fiH. the vaeaeey be held at the second ensuing such general
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election. The pe�n so elected shall hold th� -�1fice for the 11aspiFed remaining portion of the 
regular term e# ms regularly eleeted predee�, iB elfiee of the office tor which the vacancy is
being tilled . 

G B . N otwithstandlng any provision of law_ or charter to the contrary, no election to fill a 
vacancy iB a eeuaty, � tewa; &F distriet � shall be ordered or held if the general election 
at which it is to be called is scheduled within sixty days of the end of the term of the office to 
be filled. 

D C . Notwithstanding any provision of law or charter to the contrary, when an interim 
appointment to a vacancy in any governing body bas been made by the remaining members 
thereof, no election to fill the vacancy shall .-.be ordered or held if the general election at which 
it is to be called is scheduled in the year in- which the term expires. 

Drafting Note: The provisions of existing § 24.1·76 A. for interim appointments by circuit 
judges are moved to proposed § 24.2-227 so that it is clear that the basic principle of this article 
is to fill vacancies by election. Proposed § 24.2-226 explicitly applies to all vacancies, whether 
arising at the commencement of a term because the officer�lect for any reason does not take 
office or occurring during the time an officer is holding office. The Attorney General has 
opined, reading an earlier version of § 24.1-76, that the section applied only to local governing 
body vacancies during a term because it referred to "unexpired term" while § 24.1-79 referred 
to the "term for which such person did not qualify." aowever, proposed § 2-t.2-226 does not 
reflect a change in substance on this point because both present sections provide for a special 
election to fill the vacancy. Present § 24.2-79 is stricken in the proposed revision. 

General law provisions found in Title 15.1 relating to municipal governing body vacancies are 
at variance with both existing Title 24.1 and proposed Title 24.2 on some points. See the Drafting 
Note for § 24.2-228 for a discussion. 

§ 24.2·227. Interim appointment by court until vacancy filled by election for certain
oflices.-When a vacancy occurs in any constitutional or Joe.al elected office other than a local 
governing body, a majority of the judges of the judicial circuit for the county or city in which it 
occurs shall. make an interim appointment to the office until the vacancy can be filled by
special election. The senior judge shall make the appoilltment ii a majority of the judges cannot 
agree. The chief or senior deputy, ii there ls one in the office. shall perform all the duties of 
the office until the person appointed to till the vacancy has qualified. The person so appointed
shall bold office until the qualllied voters IHI the vacancy by election and the person so elected
has qualified. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-227 is based on existing subdivision A of § 24.1-76. The only 
significant change in language occurs in the first sentence, where all local governing bodies are 
excluded from the court's power to make interim appointments 1,to fill vacancies. This already is 
the case for vacancies in county governing bodies which occur during a member's term because 
existing § 24.1-76.1 authorizes the governing body to make the appointment y/bether it is the 
case for municipal governing bodies, in the absence of specific charter provisions, depends upon 
whether § 24.1-76 or Title 15.1 provisions apply. Title 15.l allows the council to fill its own 
vacancies for the remainder of the term. Section 24.1-76 says that the ·court makes an interim 
appointment. There is no clear re;!SOn to treat municipalities differently than counties if an 
interim appointment is to be made. 

The predecessor section to § 24.1-79 first was enacted at a time when the predecessor to 
§ 24.1-76 provided simply that the circuit court filled all vacancies for the unexpired term.
Section 24.1-79 clearly overrode § 24.1-76, providing lor a special election to fill the vacancy.
(The court, 11in lieu of appointing a succ90r for the term for which such person did not
qualify," is directed to order a special election.) This language is confusing because § 24.1-76
subsequently was amended to preclude the court from making any appointments for an entire
unexpired term. It is not clear whether the controlling part of the restrictive phrase is "in lieu
of appointing a succ�r," or "for the term for which such person did not qualify." If the
former, the court apparently would not make an interim appointment under existing law when a
member-elect of a governing body for various reasons does not take office.

Proposed § 24.2-226 also will allow the court to make interim appointments to fill vacancies 
occurring at any time on elected school boards until a special election can be held. The 
enabling legislation for elected school boards provides that vacancies are to be filled pursuant to 
§ 24.1-76 (see § 22.1-57.3 D). It does not refer to § 24.1-76.1 or any other provision that would
allow the school board or the local governing body to make the interim appointment.
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§ 24.l +6.l 24.2-228 . 'Jaeaeey iB Interim appointment to local governing body el eeueees ;
elected mayor.- A. When a vacancy occurs in Hie a local governing body el a eea8*y , aee Be 
� JlF-eYisiee is made fff lilliBg same, it seaa ee lilleEl hf the remaining members of sue& the

body within thirty days el SUEil- vaeaeey. -l=lle pefS8R appeiated te fill SQek vaeaaey of the office 
becoming vacant shall � appoint a qualified voter of the election district in which the vacancy 
occurred &Rd- sltall W &ffiee aam tile qualified vetefS shall fill Nie same hf eleeti:ea, as 
liefeinafler pre'(}jded, aae tlie pef5eB se eleeteEI shall aa¥e qualified to till the vacancy . If a 
majority of the remaining members cannot agree, or do not act, teen the judges of the circuit 
court of the county or city shall make the appointment m aeeerdaeee WHll tlie preYiSiens el ; 
� . The person so appointed in a county or city, or a town with a population of 3,500 or 
more, shall hold office until the qualified voters fill the vacancy by special election pursuant to 
§ 24.2-226 and the person so elected has qualified. The person so appointed in a town with a
population of Jess than 3,500 shall serve for the remainder of the term and no special election
shall be held.

In the event a majority of the seats on any governing body are vacant, the remaining 
members shall not make interim appoinqnents and the vacancies shall be filled as proVided in 
§ 24.2-227.

YpeR- tlie eeeun:enee el SUEil- vaeasey, tile judges el tile eifeUH eeuff el 51:leh eea8*y SHH
issue a wfit el eleetiea te fill S1:lelt: :r.rae&Bey in aeeerdeaee WHft §§ 24.1 76 alKi 24.11&3. 

B. When a vacancy occurs in the office of a mayor who is elected by the voters, the council
shall make an interim· appointment to fill the vacancy as provided in subsection A.

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-228 is based on existing § 24.1-76.l provisions for counties and 
makes no substantive change with regard to the governing body's authority to make an interim 
appointment when a vacancy occurs during a member's term in office. The proposed section 
would expand the governing body's interim appointment power to include vacancies arising when 
a member-elect did not qualify. The Attorney General· has taken the position that § 24.1-76.1 is 
applicable only when "no other provision is made for filling" a vacancy. Since present § 24.1-79 
does provide for filling a specific type of vacancy, § 24.1-76.l apparently would not apply. 

When § 24.1-79 was enacted there were no provisions restricting the time for holding special 
elections to fill local vacancies and the duration of a vacancy would have been short. The effect 
of later changes restricting such special elections to the days on which general elections are 
conducted potentially is to leave a governing body seat vacant for up to almost a full year. The 
recommendation is that this situation be corrected as in the proposed section, by allowing the 
governing body to fill the vacancy temporarily. 

Vacancies in municipal governing bodies generally are filled according to individual charter 
provisions, which vary significantly. Some adhere to the pattern found in Title 15.1, that council 
fills its own vacancies for unexpired terms. Others reflect the general principle found in 
proposed Article 6 and call for a special election to fill the unexpired term. Many make no 
specific provision for a vacancy arising when a council memberooelect does not take office. 

There are general law provisions in Title 15.1 which apply to city and town governing 
bodies. Section 15.1-933 provides simply that any vacancy is filled by the remaining members of 
the council for the unexpired term. This section applies to any town or city or less than 50,000 
which has adopted one of the three optional plans of municipal government - general 
councilmanic, modified co�ion, or manager - first provided by general law in 1916. Still 
older provisions in § 15.1-808 (cities) and § 15.1-830 (towns) embody the same rule with some 
exceptions for special situations. (If a majority of seats are vacant, the court fills vacancies for 
the unexpired term in towns but only until a special election can be held in cities. In towns, if a 
member is disqualified or expelled by the remaining members of council, a special election fills 
the vacancy.) Council can fill a vacancy in the office of mayor in a town but a special election 
is held in a city. 

Opinions by the Attorney General usually, but not always, have applied § 24.1-76 rather than 
Title 15.1 provisions to municipal governing body vacancies in the absence of charter provisions. 
No court apparently has addressed the issue directly. The recommendation in proposed 
§ 24.2-228 is . that municipal vacancies be treated the same as county vacancies, absent specific
charter provisions to the contrary, and that both types of local government be placed on the
same footing. The referenced sections of Title 15.1 should be amended to track proposed Title
24.2 provisions to eliminate confusion.

An exception to this general principle is proposed for towns of less than 3,500 population. 
Finding candidates to run for office is difficult in many of these small towns, the special 
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election is an additional expense, and governmental functions are limited. For these practical 
reasons it is recommended that the remaining members of council fill vacancies for the 
unexpired term. 

The final sentence of subsection A of proposed § 24.2-228 is based on provisions presently in 
Title 15.1 for cities and towns. Existing sections in Title 24.1 for counties do not distinguish the 
situation of a simple vacancy from that of vacancies in a majority of the seats on the governing 
body. 

§ � 24.2·229 . Appointees to qualify and give bond in thirty days.-All officers appointed
� § 24.1 +& to fill vacancies shall ; WHBift tMffy days after � appeiahlleat qualify and 
give bond, if bond he is required, within thirty days after their appointment eefere aay juege el 
tile ek=eeH e8tift makiag the appeiakB.eet &f eelere tee elel=k el tae eeUrt BaYiag allttierit:y t& 
make suea. appeiatmeat, in like manner as is provided ey in § § 15.1·38 and 15.1-39 for the 
qualification of such officers when elected by the people t ane if Ile qualify eefefe tile juege i& 
1.raeauea, tile juege sllall- eeffily tee feef; aee tlte eeftifieate aae eeae- SHII- ee RNmed aae

Feee'Fded as previded � law

Drafting Note: The deleted language repeats provisions in §§ 15.1-38 and 15.1·39 and 
therefore is unnecessary. 

§ 2U 79. Bleeaea, i& liea el appeiatmeat, t& fill vaeaaey i& geveFBieg hedy. Whee aay
f)eFS9B eleeted at a regular eleeaen as a member e# tee ge'.temieg Wf &f 88¥ eeuaty, eity, er 
tew& sliaU Elie ef fer aay reasea heeeme uaaMe er deeliae te seFYe pEi8f te EfYalilyieg as suea 
ef.fieer, aea � eeurt, as set leffB. i& § 24.l 'Ji, shall; ia lie\t el appei:Miag a sseeesser lei: the 
term f&f weiell- SYell- persea Elie Bet qualify, issHe a wfit &f eleetien as pre1.qded i& § 24.1 I&a le 
fiH sueh r.raeaaey. � pF-eeedure as t& suelt eleetiee SBaH- iB aa respeets ee&ferm le geaeP&l laW: 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-79 is stricken because its provisions are either obsolete,. create 
excessive delay in filling vacancies, or, where appropriate, have been incorporated into proposed 
§ 24.2-226. Section 12 of Article VI of the 1971 Constitution of Virginia removed the power of
judges to fill vacancies for a full term, thereby accomplishing the basic intent of present
§ 24.1-79.

Article 7. 

Removal of Public Officers from Office. 

§ au 79.1 24.2-230 . Applicability of article ; certain exceptions .-This article shall ee

applieehle apply to all state; eeuaty, � tewa- aae dismet elected or appointed Commonwealth7 

constitutional, and local officers ; eleeted er appei&ted , except suelt officers for whose removal 
IFeHl eHiee is speeifieally pF-evided fer in the Constitution of Virginia specifically provides a&d 
requires any suek- Feme1J&I s11a11, ee ealy i& aeeenlaaee WHll tee pAJvisieas &f ae Ceastituaea . 

§ 2U 79.2. AIRller eKeeptiea te am.ele. Netw-it:bstaadiag t au 'J9.l However, an appointed
officer ; seept Y &Uieer appeiated te f.ill a 1.iaeaaey iii an eleee¥e effiee 9F a,,eiatee t& aa 
effiee IM a teffft establisb.ed ey- law aae tlte ap,peiaaag persea eF auilierity is Bet giYe& tae 
11aqualilied ,ewer el Feme•J&l. shall be removed from Bis office only by the person or authority 
who appointed him unless suell- effiEef � he is sentenced for a crime as provided for in § 
2U 79.a 24.2-231 or is determined to be mentally incompetent as provided for in § 24.l +9.4 
24.2-232 • This exception shall not apply to an officer who is (i) appointed to fill a vacancy in 
aIJ elective office o_r (ii) appointed to an office for a term established by Jaw and the appointing 
person or authority is not given the unqualified power of removal. 

Dratting Note: Proposed § 24.2-230 combines existing § 24.1-79.1 and § 24.1-79.2, both of 
which relate to the applicability of the removal provisions. The changes are clarifying and 
stylistic, and make no substantial change in the applicability of the provisions. The last clause of 
the first paragraph of present § 24.1-79.1, while grammatically vague, apparently is a redundant 
statement that this article does not apply to officers whose removal is specifically provided in 
the Constitution. 

§ 2 u 79.3 24.2-231 . Forfeiture of office by person sentenced for comn11ss1on of certain
crimes.-Any person holding any public office of honor, profit, or trust in this Commonwealth 
who may � is convicted feF eemmissiea of a felony ey tb.e eeurts &f this Cemme&Weeltb. and 
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for whom all rights of appeal have terminated, shall by such final conviction forfeit his office or 
post and he thereafter ieeapaele ef aeueg may not act therein under his previous election or 
appointment t ane � a . A pardon which may be afterwards granted him , sue& parden 
shall not void the forfeiture. · .-"· 

Drafting Note:. The basis for this section is Article II, Section 5, of the Constitution of
Virginia, which provides that a person must be qualified to vote for an office in order to hold 
the office. Under Section 1 of the same article, a person loses the right to be a qualified voter 
upon conviction of a felony. However, the Constitution does not limit the felony conviction to one 
by the courts of the Commonwealth and that restrictive language is deleted in proposed 
§ 24.2-231.

§ 24.1 79.4 24.2-232 . Vacancy occurring when officer determined mentally incompetent.
WlleBeQeF The office of any effieer, wllet:Ber Ms effiee Ile exeeati.,..e, jedieial, adminisffati:r�. 
eleet:i.,..e er a13peiet:i·.1e, S&aH person who is determined to be mentally incompetent in a judicial 
proceeding as provided for in § 37.1-128.01 et seq., he determined te he mentally ineempetent 
tile effiEe W ey mm shall become vacant , and � the vacancy eeeumag ey feaS9ll t:Bereef 
sllaH Ile filled in the manner ·provided by law fer filliBg r.reeaeeies iB suee elliees . Pre'Jided, 
llewe·;er, netwitllste.&dieg Notwithstanding the provisions of § 37.1-128.01 et seq., however, any 
officer shall have a jury trial unle$ it is waived by him or for him by his counsel of record. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 79.6 24.2-233 . Removal of elected and certain appointed officers by courts.-Upon a
petition, file& � a circuit court ; Sl:lell eetift may remove from office any state; eeamy, eity, 
tewa- alkl distriet ef.f.ieefS wll& � elected officer or officer who llave has been appointed to fill 
an elective office, wltE!ft sues, effieef: resides residing within the jurisdiction of the court aeEl 
§§ 2 u 79.2, 2 4.1 79.3 aeEl 2 4.1 79. 4 are ftet app1ieaele te suell effieer :

1. For ieeempeteeey, neglect of duty er , misuse of office , or incompetence in the
performance of duties when SHeB- that ieeempeteaey, neglect of duty � , misuse of office , or 
incompetence in the performance of duties has a material adverse effect upon the conduct of
saelt- the office, or 

2. Upon conviction of a misdemeanor pursuant to Article 1 (§ 18.2·247 et seq.) or Article 1.1
(§ 18.2-265.1 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 and after all rights of appeal have terminated
involving the:

a. Manufacture, sale, gift, distribution , or possession with intent to manufacture, sell, give
or distribute a controlled substance or marijuana, or 

b. Sale, possession with intent to sell, or placing an advertisement for the purpose of selling
drug paraphernalia, or 

c. Possession of any controlled substance or marijuana, and such conviction under a, b, or c
has a material adverse effect upon the conduct of such office, or 

3. Upon conviction, and after all rights of appeal have terminated, of a misdemeanor
involving a "terrorist act" as that term is defined in § 52-8.5 when the conviction has a material 
adverse effect upon the conduct of such office. 

Sttelt The petition must be signed by a number of registered voters who reside within the 
jurisdiction of suell the officer wliieft. is equal to ten percent of the total number of votes cast at 
the last election for SU:E& the office which the officer holds wl!en Ile was last eleeted . 

Any person removed from office under the provisions of subdivision 2 or 3 may not be 
subsequently subject to the provisions of this section for the same criminal offense. 

Drafting Note: Clarifying changes only. The term "incompetency" in subdivision l is spelled 
out as incompetence in the performance of duties to distinguish it from "mental incompetence," 
which would be addressed through proposed § 24.2-232. 

§ 24.1 79.6 24.2-234 . Removal of officer appointed for a term certain.-Any officer appointed
to an office for a term established by law may be removed from suell office, under the 
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provisions of § lU 79.a 24.2-233 , upon a petition filed with the circuit court in whose 
jurisdiction the officer resides signed by the person or a majority of the members of the 
authority who appointed him , if S\:lell- the appointing person or authority is not given the 
unqualified power of removal. In the case of a member of a county or city electoral board, the 
circuit court also shall proceed for removal of a member pursuant to § 24.2-235 upon a petition 
signed by a majority of the members of the State Board of Elections. 

· Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-19 (proposed § 24.2-102) authorizes the State Board of Elections
to "institute proceedin�" for the removal of electoral board members but fails to specify the 
nature of the proceedin�. The last sentence of proposed § 24.2-234 makes clear that the Board 
can initiate such removal by petitioning the circuit court, which is the appointing authority for 
electoral boards. The State Board also is generally better positioned to monitor the performance 
of electoral board members and hence more likely to be aware of the need to remove a 
member. 

§ 2U 79.7 24.2-235 . Procedure.- Suell- petitiess, as pre1Jidee l9f ift §§ 34.1 79.6 aBd 24.1 79.&,
A petition for the removal of an officer shall state with reasonable accuracy and detail the 
grounds or reasons for removal 9' � e#fiea: ageiest waem tile petitiea is filed and shall be 
signed by the person or persons making it under penalties of perjury. As soon as the petition is 
filed with the court, the court shall ferlawitlt eaase issue a rule t& ee issued; requiring the 
officer eemplaiaed 9' to show cause , if lie eaa, why he should not be removed from office, the 
rule alleging in general terms the cause or causes for such removal. The rule shall be 
returnable in not l� than five nor more than ten days and shall be served upon the officer 
with a copy of the petition. Upon return of the rule duly executed, unless good cause saaU- he is

shown for a continuance or postponement to a later day in the term, the case shall be tried on 
the day named in the rule , � and take precedence over all other cases on the docket If 
upon suell- trial it sltaH- appear is determined that the officer is subject to removal under the 
provisions of § 24.1 79.8 24.2-233 , he shall be removed from office. -A&y, suea effieel: pmeeeaea 
ag&iest sllall- ha¥e tile agli,t te demand a ma! � jm=y. 

Drafting Note: The right to trial by jury already is found in existing § 24.1-79.9 (proposed 
§ 24.2-237). Other changes are stylistic.

§ 24.1 79.8 24.2-236 . Suspension from office pending hearing and appeal.-In the event of a
judicial proceeding under §§ 24.1 79.3, 24.l 79.4, 24.l 79.5 aRtl 24.1 79.6 24.2-231, 24.2-232, 24.2-233, 
or 24.2-234, the circuit court may ; ey 8Rlel: eateFed 9' reeerEI, suspend suelt enter an order 
suspending the officer pending the hearing , Wftiek. saspeesien may; ift tBe diseretiea el tBe 
eeuft; ee eeatisaed i& e#eef: . The court may, in its discretio� continue the suspension until the 
matter is finally disposed of in the Supreme Court or otherwise. During the suspension &f aBf 
SU:e& efHeef! the court may appoint some suitable person to act in llis the officer's place. Duriag 
suea- ,efiee, &f S115pessiea � The officer's compensation 9' sue � shall be withheld and 
kept in a separate account and paid suell- � to him if and when suen- the judicial 
proceedings result in his favor , etllef'Wise . Otherwise, it shall be paid back to the county, city, 
town or State Treasurer payiBg tlte same who paid it . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 79.9 24.2-237 • WhO to represent Commonwealth; trial by jury; appeal.- lft aBf mal
HBdff ais 8ffiele tBe The attorney for the Commonwealth shall represent the Commonwealth in 
any trial under this article . If the proceeding is against the attorney for the Commonwealth , 
tile& the court shall appoint same an attorney to represent the Commonwealth. Any suell- officer 
proceeded against_ shall have the right to demand a trial by jury. The Commonwealth and the 
defendant shall lteYl- each have the right to apply to the Supreme Court for a writ of error and 
supersedeas upon the record made in the trial court and the Supreme Court may hear and 
determine such cases. 

Drafting Note: Stylistic changes only. 

§ 24.1 79.19 24.2-238 . Costs may be allowed.- Wlteaever If a judicial proceeding as tJre,r.tded
tar i& under this article is dism�ed in favor of the respondent, the court may, in its discretion 
; may require � � eests er reaseaatJle attemey lees ler tee respeeeent er oota saea easts 
&Bd- lees he f)8kl- hy the state agency or political subdivision which the respondent serves to pay 
court costs or reasonable attorney fees, or both, for the respondent . 
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Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 2 U 162. Hew eleetefS eKi}eeted t& 1.tete. Tb.e eleete:FS seleetee ey � � eeaveftt.iees ey
asy pelitieal f'8ffl' as Elef.ieee m § 24.11 saaa ee e:Kpeeted te ¥ate iB � -8Ieetefal Cellege fef 
tee eemieees el asy aaaeeal eanveatiea t& wlHell tae sate � eee·;eneee eleets delegates. 

+Ile eleeters eamee ill aay peeaee el «JBalif.ieEI veteFs as pre':ie.ed ifl § 2 4.1 159 SBaD ee 
expeeted t& Y6*e iB � Eleetei:el Cellege lef PresiEleat aoo fer Viee Presiaeet fef suell pe:FSeas 
as may ee Bamee iB tBe saitl petitiee. 

Drafting Note: The provisions in this section are transferred to proposed § 24.2-203 with the 
provisions covering the composition and duties of the Electoral College. 

CHAPTER 3. 

ELECTION DISTRICTS, PRECINCTS, AND POLLING PLACES. 

Chapter Drafting Note: Proposed Chapter 3 combines in one chapter provisions now found in 
six chapters of the present title. This proposed chapter covers the Joint Reapportionment 
Committee, the current congressional and General .A$embly districts, the state law requirements 
for local election districts, precincts, and polling places, and the effective dates of redistricting 
measures. The geography of elections - the districts, precincts, and polling places - is the 
topic of proposed Chapter 3. 

In proposed Article l, the provisions on the Joint Reapportionment Committee are carried 
forward with the incorporation of a special act of the 1991 Acts of .A$ernbly (Special Session I). 
That act requires the Division of Legislative Services to maintain a description of congressional 
and General �mbly district boundaries by reference to permanent features such as roads and 
county . or city boundaries. The "metes and bounds" description is useful throughout the 1990s in 
contrast to the 1991 and 1992 redistricting acts which described the districts in terms of pre-1991 
local precincts. 

Proposed Article 2 sets out the congressional and General Assembly districts in three sections 
(congressional, senatorial, and House of Delegates districts). There is no change made in any 
district boundary in the recodification. The descriptions are simplified and set out in terms of 
whole localities and parts of localities. The references to the pre-1991 precincts are deleted 
because they are now obsolete and confusing. If a district consists of only a part of a locality or 
contains part of one or more localities, the part is described by reference to the statistical 
report on file with the Clerk of the Senate or House of Delegates in the same way that parts of 
precincts are described by reference to those identical statistical reports under current law. 

The requirements for local election districts, precinctst and polling places are set out in 
proposed Article 3. One significant change addresses an inconsistency in present law whi�h 
allows the polling place for a precinct to be located outside of the precinct if it is within 300 
yards of the precinct boundary in some cases or 1,000 yards in other cases. The Commission 
recommends a uniform 1,000-yard leeway in all cases. This leeway will give localities more 
flexibility to find accessible and convenient polling places. Requirements that polling places be 
accessible to disabled, handicapped, and elderly voters are found in federal and state law, 
including the new Americans with Disabilities Act. The requirement for accessibility is redefined 
to provide for State Board guidance to the localities on compliance with changing state and 
federal requirements. 

Article 1. 

Joint Reapportionment Committee. 

§ 2U 49.19 24.2-300 . Joint Reapportionment Committee eFeeted .- � is lieFehy ereated
tlie- The Joint Reapportionment Committee wkiEB- is continued and shall consist of five members 
of the Committee on Privileges and Elections of the House of Delegates and three members of 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections of the Senate , te ee appointed by the respective 
chairmen of the two committees. The Joint Committee shall elect its own chairman and 
vice-chairman. The Joint Committee shall supervise activities required for the tabulation of 
population for the census and for the timely reception of precinct population data for 
reapportionment, and perform such other duties and responsibilities and exercise such 
supervision as may promote the orderly redistricting of congressional, state legislative, and local 
election districts. 
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Drafting Note: No change in substance. The 1992 General Assembly continued the Committee 
and revised this provision to apply to future decennial redistrictings. 

§ 2U 49.11 24.2-301 . Staff to Joint Reapportionment Committee; census liaison.- A. The
Division of Legislative Services shall serve as staff to the Joint Reapportionment Committee. The 
Director of the Division, or his designated representative, shall serve as state liaison With the 
United States Bureau of the Census on matters relating to the tabulation of the population for 
reapportionment purposes pursuant to United States Public Law 94-171. The governing bodies, 
electoral boards, and registrars of every county and municipality shall cooperate With the 
Division of Legislative Services in the exchange of all statistical and other information pertinent 
to preparation for the census. 

§ 24.1 49.7:1. Di1lisieB ef Legislaeve Serviees ts maistaia eeAaift iafermaeea. B. The Division
ef Legislati1;e SeFJiees shall maintain the current election district and precinct boundaries of 
each county and city as a part of the General Assembly's computer-8$isted mapping and 
redistricting system. Whenever a county or city governing body adopts an ordinance 6f i:eseluaea 
which changes an election district or precinct boundary, the local governing body shall provide a 
copy of sue& its ordinance 01= reselat:iea , along with maps and other evidence documenting the 
boundary, to the Division ef Legislath:ce Serir.riees . 

C. The Division shall prepare and maintain a written description of the boundaries for the
congressional, senatorial, and House of Delegates districts set out in Article 2 of this chapter. 
The descriptions shall identify each district boundazy, in so far as practicable, by reference to 
political subdivision boundaries or to physical features such as named roads and streets. The 
Division shall furnish to each general· registrar the descriptions for the districts dividing his 
county or city. The provisions of Article 2, including the statistical reports referred to in Article 
2, shall be controlling in any legal determination of a district boundazy. 

Drafting Note: This proposed section combines two existing, related provisions, §§ 24.1-40.11 
and 24.1-40.7:1. It spells out the Division of Legislative Services' role as staff to the Committee 
and its responsibilities to serve as liaison to the Census Bureau and to maintain files of local 
election and precinct information for state redistricting purposes. Subsections A (§ 24.1-40.11) and 
B (§ 24.1-40.7:1) restate the existing law without any change in substance. The references to 
"resolution" are stricken since redistrictings and precinct revisions are required to be enacted by 
ordinance. See proposed §§ 24.2-307 and 24.2-308. 

Subsection C incorporates the substance of Ch. 10, 1991 Acts of Assembly (Special Session I), 
which then may be repealed. This subsection requires a separate "metes and bounds" description 
of the districts which will be useful throughout the 1990s regardless. of local precinct revisions. 
Subsection C includes congressional districts as well as the state legislative districts referred to 
by the 1991 Act. A provision is added to require the Division to furnish descriptions of districts 
to each general registrar for the districts dividing his county or city. Neither Title 24.1 nor 
proposed Title 24.2 contains a physical description of district boundaries, and this requirement 
provides a link from the state to the local level so that descriptions will be available at the 
local level. The provision codifies present practices and tells a person reading Chapter I of Title 
24.2 that his local registrar has this information. 

Article 2. 

Congressional, Senatorial, and House of Delegates Districts. 

§ iH.l 17.399 24.2-302 . Congressional districts.- A. There shall be eleven Virginia members
of the United States House of Representatives elected from eleven congressional districts and 
each district is entitled to representation by one representative. 

B. The eleven congressional districts are:

First. All of Accomack, caroline, Gloucester, King George, Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, 
Northampton, Northumberland, Stafford, Westmoreland, and York Counties; all of the Cities of 
Fredericksburg, Poquoson, and Williamsburg; part of Hanover, James City7 and Spotsylvania 
Counties; and part of the Cities of Hampton and Newport News. 

Second. Part of the Cities of Norfolk and Virginia Beach. 

Third. All of Charles City, Essex, King and Queen, King William, New Kent, Richmond, and 
Suny Counties; part of Henrico, James City, and Prince George Counties; and part of the Cities 
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of Hampton, Hopewell, Newport News, Norfolk, Petersburg, Portsmouth, Richmond, and Suffolk. 

Fourth. All of Amelia, Brunswick, Dinwiddie, Goochland, Greensville, Isle of Wight, Louisa, 
Nottoway, Powhatan, Southampton, and Sussex Counties; all of the Cities of Chesapeake, Colonial 
Heights, Emporia, and Franklin; part of Chesterfield and Prince George Counties; and part of the 
Cities of Hopewell, Petersburg, Portsmouth, Suffolk, and Virginia Beach. 

Filth. All of Appomattox, Buckingham, campbell, Charlotte, Cumberland, Fluvanna, Franklin, 
Halifax, Henry, Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Nelson, Patrick, Pittsylvania, and Prince Edward 
Counties; all of the Cities of Bedford, Charlottesville, Danville, Martinsville, and South Boston; 
and part

· 
of Albemarle and Bedford Counties. 

Sixth. All of Alleghany, Amherst, Augusta, Bath, Botetourt, Highland, and Rockbridge 
Counties; all of the Cities of Buena Vista, Clifton Forge, Covington, Harrisonburg, Lexington, 
Lynchburg, Roanoke, Salem, Staunton, and Waynesboro; and part of Bedford, Roanoke, and 
Rockingham Counties. 

Seventh. All of Culpeper, Greene, Madison, and Orange Counties; part of Albemarle, 
Chesterfield, Hanover, Henrico, · and Spotsylvania Counties; and part of the City of Richmond. 

Eighth. All of Arlington County; all of the Cities of Alexandria and Falls Church; and part of 
Fairfax County. 

Ninth. All of Bland, Buchanan, Carroll, Craig, Dickenson, Floyd, Giles, Grayson, Lee, 
Montgomery, Pulaski, Russell, Scott, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, Wise, and Wythe Counties; all 
of the Cities of Bristol, Galax, Norton, and Radford; and part of Roanoke County. 

Tenth. All of Clarke, Fauquier, Frederick, Loudoun, Page, Rappahannock, Shenandoah, and 
Warren Counties; all of the Cities of Manassas, Manassas Park, and Winchester; and part of 
Fairfax, Prince William, and Rockingham Counties. 

Eleventh. All of the City of Fairfax; and part of Fairfax and Prince William Counties. 

§ 2U 17.312. Beuadaries el ttelitieal suhdi1;isieas aBti JtFeeiaets. C. All references to
boundaries of pelitieal su.etli1;isiees &Rd preeisets counties and cities shall be interpreted to refer 
to those in existence on l\pril l, 199!, and as reported by the United States Bureau of the 
Census in the 1990 census reports provided pursuant to 12-1:::- United States Public Law 94-171, 
notwithstanding subsequent boundary changes by law, annexation, merger, consolidation, or the 
voiding of boundary changes therefore made final. 

§ 24.1 17.313. Paffs el pFeeisets. Parts el preeinets listed- i& this eaapter m:e deserieee ey
i=efei:eaee t& YBitee- &tafes beBSUS &leeks as eentaised ill tae Statistieal Rep8ff (C978866e) '*
Qepter Y fff 24.1 17.300 et � el t&is title file& witB- tile Glea el tile &eaate el ViFgisia te 
implement Qe pr-evisiees el � ellapteF. Hewe·.reF, D. Parts of counties and cities listed in 
subsection B are defined by reference to the United States 1990 Census precincts, parts of 
precinc'ts, and blocks listed for each congressional district in the Statistical Report (C0786555) on 
file with the Clerk of the Senate of Virginia pursuant to Chapter 874 of the 1992 Acts of 
Assembly. Notwithstanding the Statistical Report (C0786555), that part of Timberville Precinct of 
Rockingham County included in the Sixth District shall be only that part of the 1990 census 
precinct situated within the corporate limits of the Town of Broadway as of January 1, 1992. 
That part of Timberville Precinct not within such 1992 corporate limits shall be included in the 
Tenth District. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance or districts. This proposed section unites the eleven 
congressional districts in one section and replaces existing §§ 24.1-17.300 through 24.1-17.313. 
Proposed § 24.2-302 describes the districts more briefly in terms of the whole localities and the 
parts of localities comprising the districts. The eleven sections now carried in Title 24.1 describe 
parts of localities by reference to precincts as they appear on the 1990 census maps and are 
listed ·in the redistricting reports for the 1990 census issued under Public Law 94-171. The 
precinct names used in those sections are now out-0f-date and misleading because almost all 
localities revised their precincts in 1991 and 1992 as part of their local redistricting and precinct 
review process. 

Subsection D of proposed § 24.2-302 continues in effect the reference to the detailed 
computer report (C0786555) for the current congressional districts on file with the Clerk of the 
Senate pursuant to Chapter 874 of the 1992 Acts of Assembly. The computer report describes 
each part of a locality in each district by census precinct and block lists and accounts for all 
territory in each district. 
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§§ 24.1-17.301 through 24.1-17.311. [Congressional districts.] See proposed § 24.2-302 B.

Drafting Note: These sections carry the descriptions for the eleven congressional districts. 
Subsection B of proposed § 24.2-302 replaces these eleven sections. 

The text of these sections is not set out and stricken in this report due to the length of the 
text. The text is printed in the 1992 Cumulative Supplement to Volume 5 of the Code. 

§ 24.1-17.314. [REPEALED] Sevemhility. If any pre1Jisiea el this eli&13ter er tile applieatiea
t:llereef t& aey pefS9ft er eireumstaaee is llekl iar.lQlid, tile invalidity SB&II Bet � � � 
t3Fe1.tisieBS er al)plieetieDS el ihis eaapter WltieR- ea& ee gi¥e& elleet wit:lieat t:ae iBYelie prer.tisiens 
er a,plieae9B, aRd te this eaEl tae pr01.r4siens el tliis eaapter are se1.teFaele. 

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1-17.314 is repealed as unnec� because it duplicates the 
severability provision in § 1-17.1. In accordance with Code Commission policy this severability 
clause bas not been set out in the Code. The repeal of this provision does not effect any change 
because the comparable severability provision in § 1-17.l continues to apply to each provision 
and application of proposed § 24.2-302. 

§ 24.117.4 24.2-303 . Senatorial l>ismets districts .- A. There shall be forty members of the
Senate of Virginia elected from forty senatorial districts and each district is entitled to 
representation by one senator. 

B. The forty senatorial districts are:

First. All of the City of Poquoson; part of York County; and part of the Cities of Hampton 
and Newport News. 

Second. Part of the Cities of Hampton and Newport News. 

Third. All of Accomack, James City, and Northampton Counties; all of the City of 
Williamsburg; part of Gloucester and York Counties; and part of the City of Newport News. 

Fourth. All of caroline, Essex, Hanover, King and Queen, King William, Mathews, Middlesex, 
New Kent, and Richmond Counties; and part of Gloucester County. 

Fifth. Part of the Cities of Chesapeake and Norfolk. 

Sixth. Part of the Cities of Norfolk and Virginia Beach. 

Seventh. Part of the City of Virginia Beach. 

Eighth. Part of the City of Virginia Beach. 

Ninth. Part of Henrico County; and part of the City of Richmond. 

Tenth. All of Powhatan County; part of Chesterfield and Henrico Counties; and part of the 
City of Richmond. 

Eleventh. All of Amelia County; all of the City of Colonial Heights; and part of Chesterfield 
and Dinwiddie Counties. 

Twelfth. Part of Goochland and Henrico Counties. 

Thirteenth. All of Suny County; part of Isle of Wight and Prince George Counties; and part 
of the Cities of Chesapeake, Hopewell, Portsmouth, and Suflolk. 

Fourteenth. Part of the Cities of Chesapeake and Virginia Beach. 

Fifteenth. All of Appomattox, Charlotte, Lunenburg, Nottoway, Prince Edward, and Sussex 
Counties; part of Dinwiddie, Greensville, Isle of Wight, Mecklenburg, Prince George, and 
Southampton Counties; and part of the Cities of Emporia, Franklin, and Suffolk. 

Sixteenth. All of Charles City County; all of the City of Petersburg; part of Chesterfield, 
Dinwiddie, Henrico, and Prince George Counties; and part of the Cities of Hopewell and 
Richmond. 
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Seventeenth. All of Buckingham, Cumberland, Fluvanna, Louisa, and Spotsylvania Counties; all 
of the City of Fredericksburg; and part of Goochland and Orange Counties. 

Eighteenth. All of Brunswick and Halifax Counties; all of the City of South Boston; part of 
Greensville, Isle of. Wight, Mecklenburg, and Southampton Counties; and part of the Cities of 
Chesapeake, Emporia, Franklin, Portsmouth, and Suffolk. 

Nineteenth. All of Pittsylvania County; all of the City of DanVille; and part of Gampbell 
County. 

Twentieth. All of Floyd, Franklin, Henry, and Patrick Counties; all of the City of Martinsville; 
and part of Carroll County. 

Twenty-li�t. All of the City of Roanoke; and part of Roanoke County. 

Twenty-second. All of Alleghany, Bath, Botetourt, Craig, and Giles Counties; all of the Cities 
of Clifton Forge, CoVington, Radford, and Salem; and part of Pulaski and Roanoke Counties. 

Twenty-third. All of Amherst and Bedford Counties; all of the Cities of Bedford and 
Lynchburg; and part of Campbell County. 

Twenty-fourth. All of Augusta, Highland, and Rockbridge Counties; all of the Cities of Buena 
Vista, Lexington, Stau�ton, and Waynesboro; and part of Rockingham County. 

Twenty-filth. All of Albemarle, Greene, Madison, and Nelson Counties; all of the City of 
Charlottesville; and part of Orange and Rappahannock Counties. 

· Twenty.·sixth. All of Culpeper and Page Counties; all of the City of Harrisonburg; and part of
Fauquier, Rappahannock, Rockingham, and Stafford Counties. 

Twenty-seventh. All of Clarke, Frederick, Shenandoah, and Wan-en Counties; all of the City of 
Winchester; and part of Fauquier County. 

Twenty-eighth. All of King George, Lancaster, Northumberland, and Westmoreland Counties; 
and part of Prince William and Stalford Counties. 

Twenty-ninth. All of the Cities of Manassas and Manassas Park; and part of Prince William 
County. 

Thirtieth. All of the City of Alexandria; and part of Arlington and Fairfax Counties. 

Thirty-first. All of the City of Falls Church; and part of Arlington County. 

Thirty-second. Part of Arlington and Fairfax Counties. 

Thirty-third. All of Loudoun County; and part of Fairfax County. 

Thirty-fourth. Part of Fairfax County; and part of the City of Fairfax. 

Thirty-fifth. Part of Fairfax County. 

Thirty-sixth. Part of Fairfax County. 

Thirty-seventh. Part of Fairfax and Prince William Counties; and part of the City of Fairfax. 

Thirty-eighth. All of Bland, Buchanan, Russell, Tazewell, and Wythe Counties; and part of 
Washington County. 

Thirty-ninth. All of Grayson, Montgomery, and Smyth Counties; all of the City of Galax; and 
part of Carroll and Pulaski Counties. 

Fortieth. All of Dickenson, Lee, Scott, and Wise Counties; all of the Cities of Bristol and 
Norton; and part of Washington County. 

§ 24.1 17.46. Beuadaries el pelitieal sahdivisiens aBEl preeiaets. C. All references to
boundaries of peutieal subdiwisiens aae preeiaets counties and cities shall be interpreted to refer 
to those in existence on April I, 1991, and as reported by the United States Bureau of the 
Census in the 1990 census reports provided pursuant to P:I:.-; United States Public Law 94-171, 
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notwithstanding subsequent boundary changes by law, annexation, merger, consolidation, or the 
voiding of boundary changes theretofore made final. 

§ 24.l 17.4&. P&Pts el preeiaets. Parts el pFeeiaets listed iB *Iii& e�a;pier are deserieee �
Fefereaee le GBitee States Q!asas Meeks as eeataiaed iB tee Stati!ffiee.l Rep&Ft � SeBate Bill 
Namber � ea file wia � Qeff el � Seaaie el Virgiaia. D. Parts of counties and cities 
listed in subsection B are defined by reference to the United States 1990 Census precincts, part 
of precincts, and blocks listed for each senatorial district in the Statistical Report (50441721) on 
file with the Clerk of the Senate pursuant to Chapter 18 of the 1991 Acts of Assembly, Special 
Session I. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance or districts. This proposed section unites the forty 
senatorial districts in one section and replaces existing §§ 24.1-17.4 through 24.1-17.46. Proposed 
§ 24.2-303 describes the districts more briefly in terms of the whole localities and the parts of
localities comprising the districts. The forty sections now carried in Title 24.1 describe parts of
localities by reference to precincts as they appear on the 1990 census maps and are listed in the
redistricting reports for the 1990 census �ued under Public Law 94-171. The precinct names
used in those sections are now out-of.odate and misleading because almost all localities revised
their precincts in 1991 and 1992 as part of their local redistricting and precinct review proCe$.

Subsection D of proposed § 24.2-303 continues in effect the reference to the detailed 
computer report (S0441721) for the current senatorial districts filed with the Clerk of the Senate 
pursuant to Chapter 18 of the 1991 Acts of Assembly, Special Session I. The computer report 
describes each part of a locality in each district by census precinct and block lists and accounts 
for all territory in each district. 

§§ 24.1-17.5 through 24.1-17.44. [Senatorial districts.] See proposed § 24.1-303 B.

Drafting Note: These sections carry the descriptions for the forty senatorial districts. 
Subsection B of proposed § 24.2-303 replaces these 40 sections. 

The text of these sections is not set out and stricken in this report due to the length of the 
text. The text is printed in the 1992 Cumulative Supplement to Volume 5 of the Code. 

§ 24.1-17.47. [REPEALED] Ser;erability. If any pF9r.tisien el *Iii& ellapter eE � a,11lieatiea
�ereef t& aR¥ pefS9ll- M eireamstaaee is W iavalid, tile iw.r.alidity sllall aet affea ijle � 
pre·Jisieas � applieeaeas el t&is ellapter wlliell EM he giYeB effeef WHlleut Die iB¥8litl pi=ew;iees 
eF a:pplieetiea, aae le tats eae tite pre1Jisiees el t&is ebapter Me ser:erahle. 

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1-17.47 is repealed as unnecessary because it duplicates the 
severability provision in § 1-17.1. In accordance with Code Co�ion policy this severability 
clause has not been set out in the Code. The repeal of this provision does not effect any change 
because the comparable severability provision in § 1-17.1 continues to apply to each provision 
and application of proposed § 24.2-303. 

§ 24.117.199 24.2-304 . House of Delegates districts .- A. There shall be 100 members of the
House of Delegates elected from 100 House Distriets districts and each district is entitled to 
representation by one delegate. 

B. The 100 House of Delegates districts are:

First. All of Lee and Scott Counties; and part of Wise County. 

Second. All of Dickenson County; all of the City· of Norton; and part of Russell and Wise 
Counties. 

Third. All of Buchanan County; and part of Russell and Tazewell Counties. 

Fourth. All of Washington County; and all of the City of Bristol. 

Fifth. All of Smyth County; a!Jd part of Grayson and Tazewell Counties. 

Sixth. All of Bland and Wythe Counties; all of the City of Galax; and part of carroll and 
Grayson Counties. 

Seventh. All of Pulaski County; all of the City of Radford; and part of Giles County. 
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Eighth. All of the City of Salem; and part of Montgomery and Roanoke Counties. 

Ninth. All of Floyd County; and part of Bedford, Franklin, and Pittsylvania Counties. 

Tenth. All of J'iitrick County; and part of Carroll, Henry, and Pittsylvania Counties. 

Eleventh. All of the City of Martinsville; and part of Franklin, Hen1y, and Pittsylvania 
Counties. 

Twelfth. Part of Giles and Montgomery Counties. 

Thirteenth. Part of Prince William County. 

Fourteenth. All of Craig County; and part of Bedford, Botetout and Roanoke Counties. 

Fifteenth. All of Page County; and part of Frederic� Rockingham, Shenandoah, and Warren 
Counties. 

Sixteenth. Part of Roanoke ·County; and part of the City of Roanoke. 

Seventeenth. Part of Roanoke County; and part of the City of Roanoke. 

Eighteenth. All of Alleghany, Ba� and. Highland Counties; all of the Cities of Clifton Forge, 
Covington, and Lexington; and part of Augusta, Botetourt, and Rockbridge Counties. 

Nineteenth. All of the Cities of Bedford and Buena Vista; and part of Bedford, Botetourt, and 
Rockbridge Counties. 

Twentieth. All of the City of Danville; and part of Pittsylvania County. 

Twenty-first. Part of the City of Virginia Beach. 

Twenty-second. Part of Csmpbell and Pittsylvania Counties; and part of the City of 
Lynchburg. 

Twenty-third. Part of Amherst County; and part of the City of Lynchburg. 

Twenty-fourth. All of the City of Staunton; and part of Amherst, Augusta, and Rockbridge 
Counties. 

Twenty-filth. All of the City of Waynesboro; and part of Augusta and Rockingham Counties. 

Twenty-sixth. All of the City of Harrisonburg; and part of Rockingham and Shenandoah 
Counties. 

Twenty-seventh. Part of Chesterfield County. 

Twenty-eighth. All of stafford County. 

Twenty-ninth. All of the City of Winchester; and part of Frederick County. 

Thirtieth. All of Culpeper, Madison, and Orange Counties; and part of Greene County. 

Thirty-first. All of Rappahannock County; and part of Fauquier and Warren Counties. 

Thirty-second. Part of Fairfax and Loudoun Counties. 

Thirty-third. All of Darke County; and part of Fairfax, Fauquier, and Loudoun Counties. 

Thirly-fourth. Part of Fairfax County. 

Thirty-filth. Part of Fairfax County; and part of the City of Fairfax. 

Thirty-sixth. Part of Fairfax County. 

Thirty-seventh. Part of Fairfax County; and part of the City of Fairfax. 

Thirty-eighth. All of the City of Falls Church; and part of Fairfax County. 
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Thirty-ninth. Part of Fairfax County. 

Fortieth. Part of Fairfax County. 

Forty-first. Part of Fairfax County. 

Forty-second. Part of Fairfax County. 

Forty-third. Part of Fairfax County. 

Forty-fourth. Part of Fairfax County. 

Forty-fifth. Part of Fairfax County; and part of the City of Alexandria. 

Forty-sixth. Part of the City of Alexandria 

Forty-seventh. Part of Arlington and Fairfax Counties. 

Forty-eighth. Part of Arlington and Fairtax Counties. 

Forty-ninth. Part of Arlington County. 

Fiftieth. All of the Cities of Manassas and Manassas Park; and part of Prince William 
County. 

Fifty-first. Part of Prince William County. 

Fifty-second. Part of Prince William County. 

Fifty-third. Part of Fairfax County.

Fifty-fourth. All of the City of Fredericksburg; and part of Spotsylvania County. 

Fifty-fifth. All of Hanover County. 

Fifty-sixth. All of Fluvanna, Goochland, and Louisa Counties; and part of Spotsylvania County. 

Fifty-seventh. All of the City of Charlottesville; and part of Albemarle County 

Fifty-eighth. Part of Albemarle, Green, and Rockingham Counties. 

Fifty-ninth. All of Appomattox, Buckingham, Cumberland, and Nelson Counties; and part of 
Prince Edward County. 

Sixtieth. All of Charlotte and Halifax Counties; all of the City of South Boston; and part of 
campbell and Pittsylvania Counties. 

Sixty-first. All of Mecklenburg County; and parts of Amelia, Brunswick, Lunenburg, Nottoway, 
and Prince Edward Counties. 

Sixty-second. All of the City of Hopewell; and part of Amelia, Chesterfield, Dinwiddie, 
Nottoway, Powhatan, and Prince George Counties. 

Sixty-third. All_ of the City of Petersburg; and part of Chesterfield and Dinwiddie Counties. 

Sixty-fourth. Part of Charles City, Henrico, Isle of Wight, Prince George, Southampton, and 
Suny Counties; and part of the Cities of Franklin and Newport News. 

Sixty-filth. Part of Chesterfield and Powhatan Counties. 

Sixty-sixth. All of the City of Colonial Heights; and part of Chesterfield County. 

Sixty-seventh. Part of Fairfax· County. 

Sixty-eighth. Part of Henrico County; and part of the City of Richmond. 

Sixty-ninth. Part of the City of Richmond. 
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Seventieth. Part of Henrico County; and part of the Qty of Richmond. 

Seventy-first. Part of Henrico County; and part of the City of Richmond. 

Seventy-second .. Part of Chesterfield and Henrico Counties. 

Seventy-third. Part of Henrico County; and part of the City of Richmond. 

Seventy-fourth. Part of Charles City and Henrico Counties; and part of the City of Richmond. 

Seventy-filth. All of Greensville and Sussex Counties; all of the City of Emporia; part of 
Brunswick, Dinwiddie, Isle of Wight, Lunenburg, Southampton, and Surry Counties; and part of 
the City of Franklin. 

Seventy-sixth. Part of Isle of Wight County; and part of the Cities of Chesapeake and Suffolk. 

Seventy-seventh. Part of the Cities of Chesapeake and Suffolk. 

Seventy-eighth. Part of the City of Chesapeake. 

Seventy-ninth. Part of the Cities of Chesapeake, Portsmouth, and Suffolk. 

Eightieth. Part of the Cities of Chesapeake and Portsmouth. 

Eighty-first. Part of the City of Virginia Beach. 

Eighty-second. Part of the City of Virginia Beach. 

Eighty-third. Part of the City of Virginia Beach. 

Eighty-fourth. Part of the City of Virginia Beach. 

Eighty-fifth. Part of the City of Virginia Beach. 

Eighty-sixth. Part of the City of Norfolk. 

Eighty-seventh. Part of the Cities of Norfolk and Virginia Beach. 

Eighty-eighth. Part of the City of Norfolk. 

Eighty-ninth. Part of the Cities of Chesapeake and Norfolk. 

Ninetieth. Part of the Cities of Chesapeake, Norfolk, and Virginia Beach. 

Ninety-first. Part of the Cities of Hampton and Poquoson. 

Ninety-second. Part of the City of Hampton. 

Ninety-third. Part of the City of Newport News. 

Ninety-fourth. Part of the City of Newport News. 

Ninety-fifth. Part of the Cities of Hampton and Newport News. 

Ninety-sixth. All of King and Queen and King William Counties; and part of Gloucester and

York Counties. 

Ninety-seventh. All of James City and New Kent Counties; all of the City of Williamsburg; 
and part of Henrico County. 

Ninety-eighth. All of caroline and Middlesex Counties; part of Essex, Gloucester, and York 
Counties; and part of the City of Poquoson. 

Ninety-ninth. All of King George, Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond, and Westmoreland 
Counties; and part of Essex County. 

One hundredth. All of Accomack, Matthews, and Northampton Counties; and part of 
Gloucester County. 
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§ 24.1 17.291. Beuadaries &f t)elia.eel sHMi¥isieas &ftEl. t)Feeiaets. C. All references to
boundaries of 11eiiaeel s11adh·isiens &REI pFeeinets counties and cities shall be interpreted to refer 
to those in existence on April 1, 1991, and as reported by the United States Bureau of the 
Census in the 1990 census reports provided pursuant to Pd:.: United States Public Law 94-171, 
notwithstanding subsequent boundary changes by law, annexation, merger, consolidation, or the 
voiding of boundary changes theretofore made final. Refereaees te preeiaet:S iB: Pittsy1J.,8flia 
� SHU, he i&tei=,Feted &¥ refefeaee te tile map aBEl deeumenteaen enatlee "Pittsyl'vania 
Preeinet Ref)eff; A:pril � e& IHe WM& tile 9efk el tee Beuse el I>elegetes: 

§ au 17.392. P8fts el pFeeinets. Parts &f p,eeieets lisfee ill &is ellapter at=e aeserieee l:t¥
referee.ee te Yftitee States Bureaa el tile Geasus Meeks as eeBtaie.ed ift &e Stetistieal Re,eH 
(Nam.her H97777fi9� � Qapter .l,,;,3 el � Md- el tee Geee el Virgieia, ea file wifll. tile Geff 
el ae Beuse el Delegates te implemeat tile pre¥isiens et tBis eh.apter. Hewe·1e,, all .Pele,eaees 
D. Parts of counties and cites listed in subsection B are defined by reference to the United
States 1990 census precincts, parts of precincts, and blocks listed for each House of Delegates
district in the Statistical Report (H0777750) on file with the Clerk of the House of Delegates
pursuant to Chapter 813 of the 1992 Acts of Assembly. References to precincts in Pittsylvania
County shall be interpreted by reference to the map and documentation entitled 11Pittsylvania
Precinct Report, April 1991" on file with the Clerk of the House of Delegates. References to the
City of Fairfax and to precincts within the city shall be to the city and its precincts in effect on
January 1, 1992; and all references to the Blake, Mosby, and Villa Precincts of Fairfax County
shall be to such 1990 census precincts excluding any part of the City of Fairfax as it existed on
January l, 1992.

Drafting Note: No change in substance or districts. This proposed section unites the 100 
House of Delegates districts in one section and replaces existing §§ 24.1-17.100 through 
24.1-17 .202. Proposed § 24.2-304 describes the districts more briefly in terms of the whole 
localities and the parts of localities comprising the districts. The 100 sections now carried in 
Title 24.1 describe parts of localities by reference to precincts as they appear on the 1990 
census maps and are listed in the redistricting reports for the 1990 census issued under Public 
Law 94-171. The precinct names used in those sections are now out-of-date and misleading 
because almost all localities revised their precincts in 1991 and 1992 as part of their local 
redistricting and precinct review process. 

Subsection D of proposed § 24.2-304 continues in effect the reference to the detailed 
computer report (H0777750) for the current House of Delegates districts filed with the Clerk of 
the House of Delegates pursuant to Chapter 813 of the 1992 Acts of Assembly. The computer 
report describes each part of a locality in each district by census precinct and block lists and 
accounts for all territory in each district. 

§§ 24.1-17.101 through 24.1-17.200. [House of Delegates districts.] See proposed § 24.2-304 B.

Drafting Note: These sections carry the descriptions for the 100 House of Delegates districts. 
Subsection B of proposed § 24.2-304 replaces these I 00 sections. 

The text of these sections is not set out and stricken in this report due to the length of the 
text. The text is printed in the 1992 Cumulative Supplement to Volume 5 of the Code. 

§ 24.1-17.203. [REPEALED] Se¥emhility. If any pravisiea ef tltis eb.�ter er tb.e applieeaea
taeFeef ts aay ,efSe& er eireHmstaaee is hele iavalid, tb.e ie1;alidity sliaD eet affeet tee � 
pr-e'IJisiees er applieatiees el t&is eb.a,te, WBieb: ea& ee giveB, effeet with.eat tile iB¥8lie pravisiees 
e, applieatiea, aBti te tllis eee tb.e p�e1 

.. isieas el tMs eh.apter are se·1emhle. 

Drafting Note:· Existing § 24.1-17.203 is repealed as unnecessary because it duplicates the 
severability provision in § 1-17.1. In accordance with Code Commission policy this severability 
clause has not been set out in the Code. The repeal of this provision does not effect any change 
because the comparable severability provision in § 1-17.1 continues to apply to each provision 
and application of proposed § 24.2-304. 

§ 24.1-15. [REPEALED] Hew eities ef seeoee elass eeasidered m appertieemeet. � 
1n1�eses el Eke appaFtiee.meet ef memeeFS ef tb.e Senate el Virgieia aae- members &f tb.e Hoose
el Delegates, eities &# tee seeoe.El elasst B9t mee.aoaeEl ay name, wb.etb.er Bew existiag &F 
aereatter ereatee, are deemed te he paFts ef tile eeuB-ty er eea&ties, feSt)eeavely, wae,eia tb.e 
area eeeapiee � saell- eiiy was formeny leeated, afiEI. are se aeemee ffi ee ieehuled ift tb.e 
ee1:1memtieBS el eeaea.es b.eretefeFe. 
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Drafting Note: Present § 24.1-15 is repealed because it is obsolete. Recent redistricting acts 
have treated all cities as separate entities and, in effect, have overridden this provision which 
dates back to the 1919 Code. 

Article 3. 

Requirements for Election Districts, Precincts, 

and Polling flaces. 

§ 24.1 49.7 24.2-305 . Composition of election districts and precincts.-A. Each election district
t as defiaea ill § 24.11 � � and eaell precinct t as Elefiaefl ill § 24.1 1 f9h shall be composed 
of compact and contiguous territory and shall have clearly defined and clearly observable 
boundaries. 

B. A "clearly observable boundary" shall include (i) any named road or street, (ii) any road
or highway which is a part of the federal, state primary, or state secondary road system, (iii) 
any river, stream, or drainage feature forty feet or more in width, or (iv) any other natural or 
constructed or erected permanent physical. feature which is shown on the official county, city, or 
town map issued by the State Virginia Department of Transportation or on a United States 
Geological Survey topographical map. No property line or subdivision boundary shall be used as 
a precinct boundary uni� it appears as a block boundary on the United States Bureau of the 
Census maps for the 1990 Census. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Existing § 24.1-40.7 was amended in 1992 to insert 
subsection A and to require that all election districts and all precincts be drawn with "clearly 
defined and clearly observable boundaries." This requirement reflects state policy to draw 
election district and precinct boundaries along streets, highways, and other features shown on 
census and other official maps. 

The cross-references to the definition section are deleted as unnecessary, but the definitions 
of election district and precinct are retained in proposed § 24.2-101 and will continue to be 
applicable to these terms in proposed § 24.2-305. 

§ 2+.l.a& 24.2-306 . Changes not to be made enacted within sixty days of general election;
notice reqaired requirements .- A. No change as pre1AE1eEI fer ill § au 36 � § 2U 37 in any 
local election district, precinct, or polling place shall be maee, enacted within sixty days next 
preceding any general election nm: UBtil Betiee &aS i:.ees. . Notice shall be published prior to 
enactment in a newspaper having general circulation in suea- the election district or precinct 
once a week for two succ�ive weeks. The published notice shall state where descriptions and 
maps of proposed boundary and polling place changes may be inspected. 

B. Notice of sue& any adopted change in any election district or polling place shall be
mailed to all registered voters whose election district or preeieet polling place is changed t at 
least fifteen days prior to the next general, special , or primary election. 

c. Each county, city, and town shall comply with the applicable requirements of law,
including §§ 15.1-37.4, 15.1-37. 7, and 24.2-301, tor sending copies of enacted changes to the local 
electoral board, the State Board, and the Division of Legislative Services. 

Dratting Note: These notice requirements apply to election districts; precincts, and polling 
places and so are set out at the beginning of the article. Subsection A covers and clarifies the 
locality's responsibility to publish advance notice of changes in local election districts, precincts, 
and polling places. The provision also requires the notice to state where descriptions and maps 
of the proposed changes may be inspected. This sentence replaces less specific requirements in 
the law, deleted in 1992, for publishing district and precinct '"boundaries.,, 

Subsection B addr�es a different issue - notice, after changes are enacted, to the voters 
affected by the changes. Notice must be mailed to each voter of any changes in his election 
districts, including changes in his congre$ional or General Assembly districts, and in his polling 
place. This requirement applies to polling place changes - where the voter goes to vote. 
Changes in precinct boundaries do not require notice to a voter unless the location of his polling 
place is also changed. 

Subsection C completes coverage of local notice requirements by cro�-referencing the 
provisions which require localities to mail information to various local and state agencies about 
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enacted changes. 

§ 24.1 36. Ce1:1aeils el emes te estahlish f)Feeiaet:s. � ge·;emiag Wy, el a � skall
est&hlisa as many pFeeiaets as it may Eleem aeeessary afifi a p&lliBg f)laee tar eaek- preeiaet ill 
SUEil- pi:eeset ei: witmB- 39G YaFfiS el tile aeu.aElary thereef. Sae& p&lliBg plaees s&aH ee leeatee 
ift fHIBlie lntildieg; wlte&eQer pmetieable. Y mere taaB ene p&lliBg pklee is leeatee ift Die same 
euildisg; eaeh suea pelliBg plaee SBaY ee leeatee in a separ-ate Feem- er in a separ-ate aRd 
Elef.iaeEI spaee;-

Pf:eeieets shall Ile estaalislled se tltat � shall ee Bet less twm aOO w mere ataft fi.;900 
flaalified wtefS f)ef: preeiaet as el the time suea- preeiaets are estaelisaee aB& stlaH ee
ee�eseEl as Be&flf as praetieaele el eeBagueus aae eempaet areas 1la¥iBg eleefly El.e:Aeed aBEl 
elearly ebseF¥aele aeundaries. In: emes wnereia eeeeil memaefS are eleeted #Fem sepamte 
distriets e1= wMds; pFEeisets sltall ee WB&lly eemaiaed WHBiB sue1l separate Elistriets er waMS:-

!tlie eeuaeil saall preseriee aoo eaase te ee puelisned tile eeundaries ef: tne pi=eeiaets. It 
ffl8¥ EHtef: tee lleuadaries el suell preeiaets, reaffaage, iaerease, er dimiaisb tile aamher tliei=eaf, 
&Be ehange tile pelliBg plaees er estaelisl:t etllefS Ellerefer, net te eKeeed, aewe1.ier, ese pelliBg 
plaee lei= eaell preeiaet. IR eHies WHlt waffls er heFeugk,s Bet usee as eeaaeil eleetiea Elistriets, 
preeinets may ee establisb.ee te eeiaeide wffll., er ee eistinet ffem, suen waFEls er hereagas. 

IB Ole e\ieBt aat QB¥ preeiaet eeataia a BU:mher el qaaliAed � iB: eKeesS el � tee 
eity sllell- witlH& SHE meatas preeeeEI te akef er Fe&ffaBge fBe pFeeinet eeuadaries iB: 9flieF tBat 
sueli preeinet sllaH- B& leBgef eeatain iB eeeess el i;QQ9 q\l&li.fied ¥etefs:. ::ae mere failure te 
eemply witll- tBe requiremeet el � pa�n sllaa net i&TJalidate � eleetiea. 

§ 24.1 37. Bstaelisllmeat aBtl alteraaea el eeaety preeiaets. Tae ge1Jemieg eedy el a eeaety
SBell estaelisa as many preeinets as it � deem- aeeessary. aaa- a jMMling jH8ee lff eaelt 
preeiaet fit in sueh- preeiaet, 00 wit1lift 300 yaFEls ef tile heaadary Q.ereef, er � WHftiB � 
yaffls ef tile beaaElary tllereef ii the pelliBg plaee is leeated WHlim a *8Wfl aae tile pFeeinet 
eeniaiBS a pa-ff el die � Sue peffiBg plaees shall ee leeated ia fHIBlie 13:e.ildings wheaever 
f)Faetieeble. II mere tliaB eae pelliBg jH8ee is leeated iR tne same auildiag, eaell- saeJi. pelliBg 
plaee stlaH ee leeated iB a sepafaie ream er iB a sepamte aoo defined spaee;-

Pfeeiaets sb&ll- t,e establislteEl se tliat taere SBall ee Bet less t1la& -1-99 B9f mere tBaB- 5;999 
ciualifieEl wteFS P8f: pFeeiaet as ef tae ame Sllell preeiaets are establislied alkl sball ee

eempeseEl as Be&flf as praetieaele el eenagueus aae ee�aet areas 1la¥iBg eleaFly ElefiaeEl aae
eleefly ebsePJaele eeu.ndafies. I& eeuaties v.illereia memeers el tile eeare- ef su.pef'\"isefS are 
eleeted ff9IB separate Elistriets, preeieets saall ee wll&lly eestaiaed witlHB sue& separate Eliskiets. 

� gevemieg eaey shall pFeseriee aR& eause te ee puhlislted tile eeandaries el tae 
preeiaets. It may altel= tile eeundaries el sue& preeieets, reaFmage, iaerease, er Elimiaisk *Ile 
number tllereef, aBtl eeaage tae pelliBg plaees er esfelJlislt elBefS tllerefer, Bet t& seeed, 
aewever, eae jMMling plaee lei= eae& preeiaet. 

ltl tae eYeRf tllat any ,reeiaet eeataie a aamber ef qaalified ¥etefs m aeess ef � Q.e 
ger.teffliag � el t1le eeaety saall witMB SHE mestns preeeed t& a1teF er reammge tee preeiaet 
hell&daf'ies iB efder *8et saelt preeieet s1l&H ne loogei= eeatain iB aeess ei &;OOG qu.alifted ¥eteP.r. 
!file mere feiltife t& eemply WHlt tee refluiremeat el tliis paragraph SBall net iw.ialidate aay 
eleetiea. 

!l=he preeieets iB any eeaety saall net he Eli¥4ded m= ereated se teat resaltiag pA!eiaets lia:Ye 
less tllaa m Fegisteree � iB eFEleF t& aYeie tile re(fuiremeats et tae use ef Yetillg maelliaes 
set fflftll m f 2 u aea. 

§ 24.2-307. Requirements tor county and city precincts.-The governing body of each county
and city shall establish by ordinance as many precincts as it deems necessaJY. Each governing 
body is authorized to increase or decrease the number of precincts and alter precinct boundaries 
subject to the requirements of this chapter. 

At the time any precinct is established, it shall have no more than 5,000 registered voters. 
The general registrar shall notify. the governing body whenever the number of registered voters 
in· a precinct exceeds 5,000. Within six months of receiving the notice, the governing body shall 
proceed to revise the precinct boundaries to comply with this requirement. 

At the time any precinct is established, each precinct in a county shall have no fewer the 
100 registered voters and each precinct in a city shall have no fewer than 500 registered voters. 
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Each precinct shall be wholly contained within any election district used for the election of 
one or more members of the governing body or school board for the county or city. 

The governing body shall establish by ordinance one polling place tor each precinct. 

Dratting Note: Proposed § 24.2-307 combines the provisions in existing §§ 24.1-36 and 24.1-37 
which spell out separately the requirements for county and city precincts. The proposed section 
eliminates unneces.gry repetition, but retains all existing requirements. One distinction in present 
law between counties and cities is the different minimum size requirements which are retained 
in proposed § 24.2-307. A provision is added to require the general registrar to notify the 
governing body when a- precinct has grown too large. This codifies the existing practice. A 
requirement to act by ordinance is stated explicitly and parallels the existing requirements for 
towns. 

Other provisions in the existing sections are covered elsewhere in proposed Chapter 3: 
§ 24.2-305 states the requirements for contiguity, compactness, and clearly defined and
observable boundaries; § 24.2-310 contains the provisions for polling places; and § 24.2-306
contains the notice requirements for precinct changes. The provision in existing § 24.1-37 is
deleted which states that counties are not to establish small precincts to avoid voting machine 
requirements. This provision is repeated in existing § 24.1-203 and covered in proposed 
§ 24.2-624.

Finally, a reference is added to school board election districts in the next-to-last paragraph.
Precincts must be wholly contained in any local election district whether used for electing 
governing body or school board members. This requirement avoids split precincts and is 
workable since school board districts must be coterminous with the election districts for 
governing body members under § 22.1-57 .3. 

§ � 24.2-308 . Palling plaees.. 'Tiiefe S&aD ee fit eee pelliBg plaee l&.F eaell- tewn,
wMelt- SBaH ee fie& ey eAliBanee, uBle$ tile eeaneil tllefeef ey erdiBaBee, adapted S1i9jeet ie 
tile pr-e\'4siees ef § 24.1 39, sllall J)f81Jide lef; establisll aBfi. lay eff tile tew& iBte YeSBg preeiaes, 
WBiell- sllall ee ee!BJ)esed as � as pFaetieable el eeatiglleliS ane- eempaet &1=eaS HYiBg 
eleafly defined aBEi ele&Rf eeseF.iahle beuadaries, in wMes- eYeBt tlley- sB&ll als& IHE tile ,elling 
plaees in eaee- pfeeieet De pelliBg plaee l&.F aBy saell- preeiaet may he leeaieEI eutside tile 
tewB?s eeuedary ff leeated B& farther aaa a99 yaffls ff9IB tile lleuaaary ef tile pi=eei&et aBd
tewa-: � pelliBg plaee l&.F aey suell pFeeinet may he leeMed witlliB � yaffls ef tile eeaeda�· 
el tile preeinet ff leeateEI WHltin tile � II IB9l=e tllaB eee pelliBg J)laee is lee.Hee i& tile same 
building, eael! saea pelliBg plaee SBaR he leeated i& a sepai:ate i:oom � i& a separate aBd
Elefined spaee: Requirements for town precincts.-There shall be one precinct for each town 
unless the council by ordinance establishes more than one precinct. 

Each town precinct shall be wholly contained within any election district used tor the 
election of one or more council or school board members. 

The council shall establish by ordinance one polling place for each precinct. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-308 states the requirements for town precincts and is drawn 
from existing § 24.1-92. Town precinct requirements are stated in a separate section because 
town precincts are not subject to the size requirements for county and city precincts. 

The polling place requirements for towns are included in proposed § 24.2·310. The 
requirements tor contiguity, compactness, and clearly defined boundaries for town precincts are 
covered by existing § 24.1-40.7 and proposed § 24.2-305 and are deleted from this section. 

§ 24.1-38. [REPEALED] t..'bandeame&t WlleB less tlia& � ¥etefs ill distriet, _pi=eeieet *
pelliBg plaee. If ill aay distriet, pFeei&et; * pelliBg plaee there he Bet IB9l=e *88ft � 
qualified wtefs as slleWB ey- tRe eeelEs ef flte FegistraF, tfte ge,;emiag eed¥ el tile eeuaty et= EffY 
may abelistJ. tee disaiet, pi=eeiaet * pelliBg plaee aBd- sllall pmeeee pui=suaat ie § 24.1 36 *
§ 2 4.1 37' te altef a&tl rearrange JJFeeiaets ill � tltat tlie (lualifieEI YeteFs et tile ahelisllea
JJFeeinet he fH8ee& in a aew pFeeiaet.

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-38 is repealed. This section authorizes local governing bodies to 
eliminate precincts and polling places serving fewer than 30 registered voters and is 
unnecessary. Existing §§ 24.1�36, 24.1-37, and 24.1-92 and proposed §§ 24.2-307 and 24.2-308 
provide the same-indeed a broader-authorization to alter precincts and polling places. The 
section also refers to abolishing any "district" with 30 or fewer registered voters and dates back 
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to the time when courts redistricted. The governing body could petition the court to abolish a 
district with 30 or fewer voters. Now the governing body has the responsibility to redistrict and 
this provision has become obsolete. 

§ � 24.2·309 . Establishment of precinct with less than minimum number of voters;
conduct of elections where all voters do not have same choice of candidates.-A precinct may 
be established with fewer than the minimum number of registered voters required by this 
eliapter article if a larger precinct cannot be established in which all persons are voting at any 
general election for the same candidates for the governing body and school board of the county 
or city, House of Delegates anEl stare- , state Senate , and United States House of Representatives 
. The governing body may select a polling place within one mile of the boundaries of SQeJ3. that 
precinct if a suitable polling place is not available within saell- that precinct. 

The· State Board el Eleetiees shall make regulations setting procedures by which elections 
may be conducted in precincts in which all voters do not have the same choice of candidates at 
a general election. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance except to recognize that congressional district lines 
may create the need to operate a small or split precinct and to include a reference to school 
board elections. 

§ 2u 97. PelliRg plaees te ee previeetl aee epeaetl. Tb.e ge1;emiag Wy el eaen- eeunty atte
� sllell �F-81:itle luads te eeeble fb.e eleetef81 ee&ftl te Hl8lle pre1Jisiees at eaell. pelliBg pleee ift 
sueJl. eeumy anti ety fef aa adequate p1eee * e:ailaiag i& WBieh eleetiens � ee l!eW a&e
eesduetee. 9& aoo after .Jaauary � -1-986; eBtF;t te eaell pelliBg pieee !mall ee aeeessiele te 
aaatlieeppetl aae- elderiy YeteFs. "H&Bdieappetl" meass ll&¥iBg a tempeF&ry � peRBaaeat 
ps.,ysieal disability, aaEl "elderly" meaas sixty fi•M! yeafS el age � eltler. l..ceeessibility t& a pelliBg 
pieee SBaD Bet ee feqaifed � ilt fb.e ease el aa emergeney, as eetermiaetl BY tile SeeF-etaey el 
fb.e Stale Beare el Eleetieas, � � ii tile Beafa. ltas EleteFmiaed teat B& aeeessiale pelliBg pleee 
is available ilt tile preeieet aoo th.at tile eeuaty eF aty is ueaMe t& malie eae temperarily 
aeeessible. 

Pelis shall ee epened at eaeli pleee el ¥&ting pFeseribed BY law ill all eeamies, eities; � 
aae eleetieB diskiets, m WBiell effieers are te ee eleeted ey tee peeple. 

Wile& aB¥ eity lies w1lelly wit1li& tile beueds el� magisterial distriet el any eeu&ty, iB any 
eleetiea a peHiRg pleee feF Sltell magisterial distriet, � aay eleetiea tlistriet MieFeia, may ee 
leeated witBiB tee eeuadaries el SYeh eity. 

IB tl!e ease el aa emefgeaey WBiell makes Ole pelliBg pleee ueasable m: iaaeeessible, ae 
eleeteFal eeaF& SBeH pFev4de, s:ahjeet te fb.e appF-er .. lftl el fb.e State Beafti, an alteFBate pelliag 
p1eee aREl giYe SHeB- Betiee el fb.e ellaage as is p1eseieed m: ap1:1reveEI BY tlle State BeaFe: 

§ 24.2-310. Requirements for polling places.-A. The polling place for each precinct shall be
located within the county or city and either within the precinct or within 1,000 yards of the 
precinct boundary. The polling place for a county precinct may be located within a city if the 
city is wholly contained within the .county election district served by the precinct The polling 
place tor a town precinct may be located within 1,000 yards of the precinct and town boundary. 

B. The governing body of each county, city, and town shall provide funds to enable the
electoral board to provide adequate_ facilities at each polling place for the conduct of elections. 
Each polling place_ shall be located in a public building whenever practicable. If more than one 
polling place is located in the same building, each polling place shall be located in a separate 
room or separate and defined space. 

c. Polling places shall be accessible to qualified voters as required by the provisions of the
Virginians with Disabilities Act (§ 51.5·1 et seq.), the Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and 
Handicapped Act (42 U.S.C. § 1973ee et seq.), and the Americans with Disabilities Act relating to 
public services (42 U.S.C. § 12131 et seq.). The State Board shall provide instructions to the local 
electoral boards and general registrars to assist the localities in complying with the requirements 
of the Acts. 

D. It an emergency makes a polling place unusable or inaccessible, the electoral board shall
provide an alternative polling place and give notice of the change in polling place, subject to the 
prior approval of the State Board. 
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Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-310 draws together various requirements for polling places 
located in existing §§ 24.1-36, 24.1-37, 24.1-92, and 24.1-97. Four topics are addressed. Subsection 
A regulates where a polling place can be located in relation to its precinct. Legislation in 1992 
expanded the area outside a precinct for locating a polling place from 300 to 1,000 yards in 
certain cases. Proposed subsection A adopts a uniform 1,000 yard rule and allows a town 
precinct polling place to be located within 1,000 yards of the town and precinct boundary. The 
uniform 1,000 yard leeway gives localities more flexibility to find aCCe$ible and appropriate 
polling places. 

Subsection B covers the duty of localities to provide polling places and to locate polling 
places in public buildin� whenever practicable. Subsection B applies to town polling places as 
well as county and city polling places, and towns are covered by the provision for locating 
polling places in public buildings. Existing § 24.1-92 was silent on this point. (§§ 24.1-36 and 
24.1-37.) 

Subsection C addresses accessibility requirements. (§ 24.1-97, § 51.5-1 et seq., 42 U.S.C. 
§ 1973ee et seq., and 42 U.S.C. § 12131 et seq.) Existing § 24.1-97 addresses only the 1984
federal Voting Acc�ibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act. The more recent Virginia Act
and federal Americans with Disabilities Act also contain accessibility requirements. The State
Board has had the responsibility for interpreting the 1984 Act to localities, and proposed
subsection C updates its role to cover the more recent Acts. See, also, proposed § 24.2-413.

Finally, Subsection D provides for changing a polling place in an emergency. (§ 24.1-97.) 

The second paragraph of § 24.1-97 is deleted since the requirement to open the polls at each 
polling place is covered in existing § 24.1-98 and proposed § 24.2-603. Moreover, this paragraph 
was incomplete in that it did not cover special elections. 

Article 4. 

Effective Dates of Redistricting Measures. 

§ 24.1 17.2 24.2-311 • Effective date of decennial redistricting measures; elections following
decennial redistricting.-A. Legislation enacted to accomplish the decennial redistricting of 
congr�ional and General �mbly districts required by Article II, Section 6 of the Constitution 
of Virginia shall take effect immediately. Members of Congress and the General Assembly in 
office on the effective date of the decennial redistricting legislation shall complete their terms of 
office. The elections for their succ�ors shall be held at the November general election next 
preceding the expiration of the terms of office of the incumbent members and shall be 
conducted on the basis of the districts set out in the legislation to accomplish the decennial 
redistricting. 

B. Ordinances adopted by local governing bodies to accomplish the decennial redistricting of
districts for county, city, and town governing bodies required by Article VII, Section 5 of the 
constitution of Virginia shall take effect immediately. Members of county, city, and town 
governing bodies in office on the effective date of a decennial redistricting measure shall 
complete their terms of office. The elections for their successors shall be held at the general 
election next preceding the expiration of the terms of office of the incumbent members and 
shall be conducted on the basis of the districts set out in the measures to accomplish the 
decennial redistricting. 

C. If a vacancy in any such office occurs after the effective date of a decennial redistricting
measure and a special election is required by law to fill the vacancy, the vacancy shall be filled 
from the district in the decennial redistricting measure which most closely approximates the 
district in which the vacancy occurred. 

D. If a decennial redistricting measure adopted by a local governing body adds one or more
districts and also increases the size of the governing body, an election for the additional 
governing body member or members to represent the additional district or districts for. the full 
or partial term provided by law shall be held at the next November general election in any 
county or the next May general election in any city or town which occurs at least 120 days 
after the effective date of the redistricting measure. 

E. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of a decennial redistricting measure and
the provisions of the charter of any locality, the provisions of the redistricting measure shall be 
deemed to override the charter provisions to the extent required to give effect to the 
redistricting plan. 
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Drafting Note: No change. This prov1s1on and the next provision were enacted in 1990 in 
advance of the 1991 round of state and local redistricting. The 1990 revision provided, in part, 
that when a vacancy involves an official who was elected prior to a decennial redistricting and 
the vacancy occurs after redistricting, the vacancy will be filled from the new district which 
most closely approximates the old district from which the official was elected. 

The rationale for using new diStricts to fill vacancies is based on the practical workings of 
the election system. The decennial redistricting involves changes in congressional, state 
legislative, and local governing body districts in the year following the census, 1991, 2001, etc. 
Precinct lines are redrawn simultaneously to accommodate the new election district lines and to 
revise the precincts to meet the state law minimum and maximum size requirements. These 
changes are entered into the state system so that registered voters are properly assigned to their 
new precincts and districts and so that the registered voter lists used to run elections will be 
ready for the first election following redistricting. When this information on new precincts and 
districts is entered into the state system, the old information on the precincts and districts is 
automatically deleted. Voters are advised of their new districts and precincts. 

It should be noted that existing § 24.1-17 .2 and proposed § 24.2·3 ll present potential 
difficulties in possible future applications. For example, in 2001 new state Senate lines will be 
drawn and the first election from the new districts will be held in 2003. If a vacancy occurs in 
2001 after redistricting, it may be difficult to identify the new district which most closely 
approximates the old district in which the vacancy has occurred. For example, if the new 
district has two incumbents, is there a vacancy which must be filled? 

It should also be noted that one situation is not addre$ed by proposed §§ 24.2-311 and 
24.2-312. These sections do not address the rare situation of a non-decennial · redistricting for 
congre$ional or General Assembly districts and vacancies occurring after a non-decennial 
redistricting. Existing § 24.1-16 covered this situation for the General A$embly, but not for 
congressional vacancies. Proposed § 24.2-216, which replaces § 24.1-16, does not address this 
situation. 

§ 24.1 17.3 24.2-312 . Effective date of other redistricting measures; elections following
annexation.-A. As provided in § 15.1-37.5:1, any redistricting, other than decennial redistricting, 
of any county, city, or town shall be effective at midnight December 31 of the year in which 
the redistricting occurs. 

B. Members of county, city, and town governing bodies in office when any such redistricting
measure is adopted shall complete their terms of office. The elections for their successors shall 
be held at the general election next preceding the expiration of the terms of office of the 
incumbent members and shall be conducted on the basis of the districts set out in the measures 
to accomplish the redistricting. 

C. When a county has been redistricted as a result of annexation and the redistricting occurs
in the year of a regularly scheduled November general election for members of the county's 
board of supervisors, the November general election shall be conducted from the newly 
established districts so long as the redistricting measure has been adopted prior to March 15 of 
the year of the election. 

D. When a city or town has been redistricted as a result of annexation and the redistricting
occurs prior to a regularly scheduled May general election for members of the city's or town's 
governing body, the May general election shall be conducted from the newly established districts 
so Jong as the redistricting measure has been adopted prior to the November 15 immediately 
preceding the election. 

Drafting Note:· No change. 

CHAPTER 4. 

VOTER REGISTRATION. 

Chapter Drafting Note: Proposed Chapter 4 covers qualification and registration of voters and 
is mainly derived from existing Chapters 5 and 5.1 of Title 24.l. Basic information on the 
registration process has been consolidated and reorganized into seven articles. 

Proposed Article I introduces the Chapter by clarifying that a person must be properly 
registered in order to be a qualified voter. The remaining provisions of the article cover special 
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situations in which a person who has moved from his precinct or the Commonwealth or who has 
not reached 18 years old may register or vote. 

The role of the State Board and the general registrar in maintaining accurate and current 
registration records is specified in Article 2. Originally named the Central Registration Roster, 
the proposed article has been renamed the Virginia Registration System and includes current 
procedures for maintaining the automated registration records. 

Provisions establishing registration times and locations are included in Article 3. Because of 
numerous changes since 1970, the provisions describing registration locations are revised and 
more current terminology is introduced. The requirement for general registrars to enter into 
formal agreements before establishing ongoing registration locations at busine$e5 and other 
establishments reflects a substantive change. Under existing provisions, such agreements are 
required only . between the general registrar and a participating government agency. In response 
to the passage of the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act, acc�ibility to registration locations 
is redefined to implement state and federal requirements. 

Specific procedures for applying for registration, transferring registration, and correcting 
registration records are covered in Article 4. Special provisions addressing the registration of ill

and disabled persons and the registration of absentee voters are also covered. 

Proposed Article 5 consolidates the procedures for cancelling a voter's registration based 
upon the voter's request, the voters failure· to vote, official notification of the voter's death or 
disqualification and challenges to the voters' qualifications. 

Proposed Articles 6 and 7 implement two special temporary registration procedures 
mandated by federal law. Article 6 implements parts of the Voting Rights Act entitling persons 
to register absentee for the presidential election 30 days prior to the election. Article 7 expands 
existing provisions to cover persons entitled under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act to register absentee for federal elections who are not qualified under Virginia's 
Constitution for permanent registration by absentee application. 

One revision throughout the chapter concerns the requirement for registration information to 
be provided under oath. A new false statement penalty provided in proposed Chapter 1 O is made 
applicable to each section where an oath was required under existing law. Persons making a 
false statement are subject to felony penalties comparable to perjury penalties for false swearing. 
This change complements changes enacted in 1992 to facilitate motor voter registration 
procedures. 

Artide 1. 

Qualifications. 

§ 34.l-41- 24.2-400 . Persons entitled to register and vote.- � eime& ef lite YBitet:l 8tate!s
wit& is eigateee yea,s ef age; is a fesideRt &I lite Cemme&weelt:ll aBEl ef lite pi:eeieet m wMeft 
lte effefs te ¥ete; aas heeft Eklly registeFed, aBEl is etaerwise quelified, uBdef tile Ceestitlffiea aBEl 
laws el tl1is Cemmeswealtll saaU- ee entitled te 'l6te fM membefS ef tile Geaeral Assembly aBEI 
all effieers eleeti·Je by lite qualified vetefs:. Any person who is not registered to vote, but would 
otherwise be a qualified voter, is entitled to register to vote as provided in this chapter. Any 
person who is registered to vote and is a qualified voter shall be entitled to vote in the precinct 
where he resides.

Drafting Note: This proposed section introduces the chapter on voter registration and 
provides first that any person who is not registered, but who has the other qualifications to vote, 
is entitled to register. After registering, he then becomes a "qualified voter" and is entitled to 
vote. Existing § 24.1-41 refers only to elections for General �mbly members and officers. 
Proposed § 24.2-400 deletes this language to recognize that qualified voters may also vote in 
referendum elections. Under the Virginia Constitution, existing § 24.1-1, and proposed § 24.2-101, 
residence requires both domicile and a place of abode. 

Proposed § 24.2-101 defines the term "qualified voter" and incorporates the specific 
qualifications listed in Article II, Section 1 of Virginia's Constitution and contained in existing 
§ 24.1-41.

The rest of existing § 24.1-41 has been divided into proposed §§ 24.2-401 through 24.2-403.
These sections cover special situations in which persons who have moved or are not yet 18 
years old may register or vote. 
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§ 24.2-401. Persons moving from precinct.- A person who is qualified to vote except for
having moved his residence from one precinct to another within the Commonwealth may vote in 
the precinct from which he has moved in the following November general election and any 
intervening election ¥e£e iR tile preeieet IFeRl wlHeh Ile has me¥ed, 11re·lidee that the 
registi:atiea &f sueh ,ei:se& has Bet hee& tFaBSfeffed * sf:rielEea p1:1FS11ast t& § 2 U 46 * f)HFged 
fHiFSHaat t& § 24.1 69 9f t � unless his registration has been transferred or cancelled as

provided in this chapter . 

Drafting Note: This portion of existing § 24.1-41 is derived from Article II, Section 1 of the 
Constitution and carried forward without substantive change. The provision allows a voter who 
has moved within the Commonwealth and remains registered in his old precinct to continue 
voting in his former precinct through the next November general election. However, the section 
is not applicable if the person's registration has been transferred to his new precinct or if he is 
no longer registered. 

§ 24.2-402. Persons moving from Commonwealth fewer than thirty days before presidential
election.- A person who is qualified to vote except for having moved his residence from the 
Commonwealth after the thirtieth day ReEt preceding a presidential election may vote in the 
precinct from which he has moved only in SHell- that election and only for electors of President 
and Vice-President of the United States ift the preeiaet u=em wlliell: he eas m&Yetl . 

The officers of election shall deliver to any person who asks to vote under this section the 
paper ballot for electors of President and Vice-President of the United States and no other 
ballot. The ballot shall be voted, handled, and counted with other like ballots in accordance with 
the provisions of this tiUe. 

Dratting Note: The first paragraph of proposed § 24.2-402 is carried forward without 
substantive change. The provision allows registered voters who move from the Commonwealth 
shortly before a presidential election to vote in their old precinct for President and 
Vice-President In this situation a voter may not have time to register in his new jurisdiction 
because of its registration deadlines. This provision also complies with federal . law requirements. 
See 42 U.S.C. § 1973aa-l. The last paragraph gives instructions to the officers of election on bow 
to handle and count these ballots and is derived from existing § 24.1-41.1. 

§ 24.2-403. Persons under eighteen years of age.- Any person who is otherwise qualified and
will be �aalified wWt Fesf)eet t& age t& � eighteen years of age at the next general election 
shall be permitted to register in advance and also vote in any intervening primary or special 
election. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. This portion of existing § 24.1-41 is derived from 
Article II, Section 1 of the Constitution and allows persons who will be age 18 by the next 
general election to register for and vote in primary or special elections held prior to that 
general election. 

§ 2 4.1 41.l. ¥etiBg ey perseas reme¥iag IFem Cemme&Weal:tli less t:B&B tltiRy eays �
pi:esieeooal eleetiea. (a) Aft:JJ persea, wae remeves ms resideaee lf:em a.is Cemmeaweaffll Jess 
tllaft t1tiffY days pri9f te a presiEleat4al eleetiee, aee wit& was qualified t& vete iB saee- eleeeen 
ift this Cemmeewealtb. immediately pfiel: te suea remeval, sl1aH ee eligihle t& � '* eleeters 
e.f PJ:esideet aad Viee Presideet e.f tile YBHe& Smtes ill saell eleeeea. 

� � effieeFS e.f eleetiea � deli¥er te any peFSee wli& asks te vete aeeer tMs seetien 
tae f)aper eallet fQf eleetei:s e.f PFesideat ae Viee llTesiEleat e.f tee Gaitee States ane ae � 
SHeft. eallets shall he � aaaEllee., � eeueted wWt aote: lilEe eallets ift aeeerEl&Bee with: tile 
f)r-evisieftS e.f ta-is � 

Drafting Note: The provisions in subsection (a) duplicate part of existing § 24.1-41. The 
substance of both subsections (a) and (b) are included in proposed § 24.2-402 to avoid 
duplication. 

§ 24.1-41.2. [REPEALED] Residency e.f f)ei=sens in eeriaiR iEStitueeas. AB;Y pefS0B- in an
iastikitiea wlHeft. is eperatee e;i tile Departmeat e.f Menfal HeaWi, Meetal Reta,eatiea anEl 
S1:1l:Jstaaee Aoose Serviees s1laH � p1:1rpeses e.f vetiBg ee pressmeEI t& he a demieiliary ef. tile 
eeuaty, aty M tewe- e.f W&iell he was a resident at tae mne et Bis aElmissiea te sooa institutiee 
previaee § 24.1 42 is Bet apf)lieahle te saell f)ersea. 
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Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-41.2 is repealed as surplusage. The term 0residence,, is defined 
in existing § 24.1-1 and proposed § 24.2-101. Moreover, the provisions in existing § 24.1-41.2 do 
not address other individuals in similar situations such as persons confined in private mental 
institutions or jails. 

§ 2 U t2. PefSens disqaalified fi:&m 1 .. ietiag. Ne pefSe& wne hes heen eew:ietee. el a feleny
sliall � (tHalified fa Ye£e unless &is ei¥ff aglils aa¥e eeen r-este:Fed ey the Cer.remer er etheF 
apprepAate aataeri�. Ne pefS9& adjudieatee te ee meBte.Uy iaeempeteBt sllall ee qaalifiee te 
Yefe QB&l Ms eem:peteeey ltas eeen reestablisb.ed. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-42 has been incorporated into the definition of a qualified 
voter in proposed § 24.2-1 O 1. 

Article 2. 

Virginia Voter Registration System. 

§ 2+.H3 24.2-404 . Bsaleliskme&t; £kHies. Duties of State Board et E:leet:ieBS .-The State
Board el Eleeaeas shall provide for the establisa.meat, continuing operation and maintenance of 
a central record-keeping system , the Virginia Voter Registration System, e& eF eeleFe Oeteller +; 
,1,9;3; for all voters registered in the Commonwealth. 

In order to estaelisll, operate and maintain sues- the system, a shall ee tile euty. el the State 
Board el Bieeaees te shall : 

. fB- l. Maintain a complete eeaa:al Fegist:faaea f9Stff � separate, and accurate record of all 
qaalified registered voters in the Commonwealth &¥ eeuaty er � as i1le ease may ee; aae 9¥ 
,,eeiaet:s WHaiB sael1: eeHBt:, e1= eity 

2. Require the general registrars to enter the names of all registered voters into the system
and to change or correct registration records as necessary. 

3. Provide to each general registrar, voter registration cards for newly registered voters and
for notice to registered voters on the system of changes and con-ections in their registration 
records and polling places. 

� � 4. Require the general registrars to delete from the eeea=al Fegistfaaee f9Stff the 
record of registered voters the name of any voter � who (i) is deceased, 00- wit& (ii) is no 
longer qualified to vote in the eleetiee distriet county or city where he is registered due to 
removal of his residence, � woo (iii) has been convicted of a disqaalilyiag erime- felony , ef 
� wile (iv) has been adjudicated mentally incompetent, or wh& (v) is otherwise no longer 
qualified to vote as may be provided by law. 

� EBteF aames el qaalified \Z8teFS ea tile eeetral Fegist:faaea FeStff as taey at=e re,erted ey 
*Ile geaeral �gistrafS. 

f4t M 5. Retain on the system tor lour years a separate record for registered voters whose 
names have been deleted, with the reason for deletion. 

6. Provide to each general registrar, at least ten days prior to a general or primary election
and three days prior to a special election, pr-.wide te eaea.- geseml registfer a list of all 
registered voters in the county or city, together with an alphabetical list of all registered voters 
in each precinct of suell- the county, city , or town , wl!ieB- . These precinct lists shall be used 
as the official lists of qualified voters and shall constitute the precinct regiskatiea eeeks 
registered voter lists . 

tit Reiaia tef leYr Y-e&fS ffem date et reeei,t all ie�Fmatiea lamislled te t1le Beere relatieg 
te t1le iaelusiea &f eeletiea ef flames kem Q:e master � 

� 7. Acquire by purchase, m: lease, or contract * the ase &f saea- equipment as is 
re€jaireEl necessa.ry to execute the duties of the Board i,reperly . 

fit � 8. Use any source of information Wftieft. that may a$ist in carrying out the 
purposes of this section. All agencies of the Commonwealth shall cooperate with the State Board 
in procuring and exchanging identification information for the purpose of maintaining the voter 
registration system. 
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� fifFBisa, at a reaseaable f)fiee; preeiaet lists let= taeif: Elistriets te eew=ts ef the 
Cemmeawealtil aaEI: tee � States I&!! jury seleetiea pl:lrpeses, te eaaElidates '* eleetiea 9f 
peUtieal party aeminatie& te 1\:IAlier tlleif eeadidaey, pelitieal � eemmUtees er eflieials 
tller-eef ffff! pelitieal purpeses eaiy, iae:aml3ellt effieeneldeFS te repeft te tlleif: eeastimeats; 
aea13i:efit ergaeizatiens wMe& premete � f)artieipatiea aB4 registfat.iea w- tllat f)UJ'f)ese eBlyf 
He � ae etllef puF13ese aaEI: te B& eee � m adEIUie&, &By ge&ef&l reg:istfar waese :Feee:FeS el 
registered � Me aatemateEl iRa¥ H:IFRisll sue& lists te eeBfts sf. tile Cemmeewealtll aoo Ole 
� States l&f JafY seleetiee puFjeses. Preeiaet lists SBall- ae &¥ priateat 9f &¥ mageetie tape 
te ee used- en eempater e(ttlipmeat as � ee reEf1:1esteE1. 

-AwJ, pefS0fl reeeiviag suek- preeieet list:s sllall take aee saeseriae te tee feHew4ag eat&: 

!!! aeeeP.*aaEl tHt tee lists re(taestee Me file p:Fepefty ef. tile State � el .Eleetiees ef tile 
Cemmeawealtll ef ¥irgiaia � B&IBe ef e,prepriate eeamy er eit34 aRe l � affil:m tBat l 
am a pefS8l1- aatllerii!ee � § 2 4.1 23 ef tile QMle ef. Vifgitlia t& reeei¥e a � ef. tile f)Feeiaet 
iist:s aeserieed; aftEI l 1\:lrtb.er atfH:m tllfN tee lists wiD ee usee- 0Blf let= tile parpeses 1n=eserihed 
aBEl lei= a& etlleF ase;- aae tllat l wiH Bet permit tile use er eepyiag a, SBe& lists &¥ persees R&t 
autllerii!eEl &¥ tile Gede ef Virgiaia t& eMaiD them:,!! 

(Seal) SigB&tHPe &¥- PHFehaser � � 7 7 � 7 � 7 � � 7 � � 7 � 

� 9. Reprint and impose a reasonable charge for the sale of Fepriets any part of Title � 
24.2 of the Code of Virginia ef pemees tb.ei:eef , pi:eeieet lists; eepies ef lists ef Rames el 
pe,seas -veaag at geeef81 eleetiees lists of precincts and polling places , statements of election 
results by precinct, and any other items required of the State Board by law. Receipts from such 
sales shall be credited to the State Board ef Bleeaeas for reimbursement of printing expenses. 

� Famish le eaaEliaates, eleetee effieials M pelie.eal � eaairmea aaEl le B& eee else 
oo reqU:est; at reaseea�le east; lists el tllese wee � at � primary 9f general eleeaee aekl 
m tae tw& f)reeediag yea&. -Alty, pefS8l1- reeeir.·iag SQEll. Hs!S sll8D take aee susseFihe t& tile eatJl. 
set feFtll iB paf8gf8pll -f8t el'. tlHs seetiea. 

Drafting Note: All references to the central registration roster are changed to the Virginia 
voter registration system to reflect the automation of the registration records. References to the 
establishment of the system are obsolete and have been deleted. Proposed subdivisions I through 
4 clarify the· respective roles of the State Board and general registrars in maintaining the 
accuracy of the system and notifying voters of their status through the i$uance of voter 
registration cards. Existing subdiVision (5) is revised to clarify that the State Board retains for 
four years a record of voters deleted from the system. Records of voters who are registered are 
retained indefinitely and until there is a reason for deletion. 

The new sentence at the end of proposed subdivision 8 is derived from existing § 24.l ·27 and 
is also modified to apply to the ongoing maintenance of the system. Existing subdivisions (8) and 
(IO) relating to acce$ibility to precinct and voter lists are moved to proposed §§ 24.2'"405 and 
24.2'"406. The requirements to obtain these lists are moved to proposed § 24.2407. The references 
to the sale of "precinct lists" and voter lists in subdivision 9 are deleted because these items are 
covered separately in proposed §§ 24.2405 and 24.2406. A reference is added to cover the lists 
of precincts and polling places now sold by the Board. Other changes are stylistic and clarifying. 

§ 24.2-405. Persons who may obt.ain lists of registered voters.-The St.ate Board shall furnish,
at a reasonable price, lists of registered voters for their districts to (i) courts of the 
Commonwealth and the United States for jury selection purposes, (ii) candidates tor election or 
political party nomination to further their candidacy, (iii) political party committees or officials 
thereof for political purposes only, . (iv) incumbent officeholders to report to their constituents, 
and (v) nonprofit organuations which promote voter participation and registration for that 
purpose only. The lists shall be furnished to no one else and used for no other purpose, except 
that the State Board is authorized to furnish information from the voter registration system to 
general registrars for their official use. 

Drafting Note: This proposed section sets out, without substantive change, part of subdivision 
(8) from existing § 24.1-23 concerning the State Board's duty to furnish lists of registered voters.
Language in existing subdivision (8) is deleted which relates to separate local automated files
and to the formats in which lists may be provided. The first provision is unnecessary since
localities are now on-line with the system and are not permitted to maintain separate lists. The
latter is unnecessary since the authorization for the Board to provide these lists includes the
authorization to provide the lists in appropriate hardcopy or electronic formats. The last sentence
has been reworded to emphasize that the lists are only to be used for the purposes authorized
by law. In addition, the last clause states that proposed § 24.2405 is not in conflict with the
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State Board's duty to provide general registrars with lists of registered voters for their 
jurisdictions and its general authority to provide other lists and information useful to the general 
registrars. 

§ 24.2-406. Persons who may obtain lists of persons voting at primaries and elections.-The
State Board shall furnish to candidates, elected officials, or political party chairmen and to no 
one else, on request and at a reasonable price, lists for their districts of persons who voted at 
any primary or general election held in the two preceding years. Such lists shall be used only 
for campaign and political purposes and for reporting to constituents. 

Drafting Note: This proposed section contains provisions from subdivision (10) of existing 
§ 24.1-23. The addition of the phrase "for their districts" reflects current administrative practice
and parallels the preceding section on furnishing lists of registered voters. The last sentence
restricts the use of voter lists to campaign, political, and constituent purposes. These restrictions
also apply to registered voters lists under current law and proposed § 24.2-405 and are included
in proposed § 24.2-406 for consistency. Other changes are stylistic.

§ 24.2-407. Statement for persons receiving lists of persons registered or voting;
penalties.-Any person receiving lists pursuant to § 24.2-405 or§ 24.2-406 shall sign the following 
statement: 

. . 
"I understand that the lists requested are the property of the State Board of Elections of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, and I hereby state or agree, subject to felony penalties tor making 
false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that (i) I am a person authorized by § 24.2-405 or 
§ 24.2-406 of the Code of Virginia to receive a copy of the lists described; (ii) the lists will be
used only for the purposes prescribed and for no other use; and (iii) I will not permit the use
or copying of the lists by persons not authorized by the Code of Virginia to obtain them.

Signature of Purchaser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ' '

Dratting Note: This proposed section contains provisions from subdivision (8) of existing 
§ 24.1-23. The oath in existing § 24.1-23 is replaced by a self-executing statement which applies
to lists of persons registered or voting, covered by proposed §§ 24.2-405 and 24.2-406, and so is
stated in this separate section to cover both of those sections. A reference is added to the felony
penalties applicable to false statements under proposed § 24.2·1016.

§ 24.1-24. [REPEALED] Geaef&l ff!gistr-aFs te fumisli � el a.ttplieatiea te State Be&RI el
Eleetieas. Baeli meata- at tile ame re(IUested lly tlie state Beal=e- aBEI; wile& aa eleetien is te ee 
lleltl; WHliiB- fi¥e � aftef: tile preeieet lists * pellbeeks are elese& pfi9P te saell- eleetie&, eaea
geaeral ff!gismH° sli&II fumisli te tee state Beam el Eleetieas eae eepy el eaek- preperly 
ee1R1Jletee. applieaaea te i:egister te Yete, er; ii permitted ef requested � tile Beal:&; saea

iafeARatiea may ee sapt)lied e& SHe& data ,�eessiag tapes; eisks; ef � deeameas as are 
aeeeptaltle te tile BeaFe;- aae saell eYlef: ialeABatiea eeaeemiag eaell- registeff!d YeteP as � ee
reEfaested lly die � 

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1-24 has become obsolete and is repealed. The information from 
the application is now available directly to the State Board from the voter registration system. 

§ � 24.2-408 . Bureau State Registrar of Vital Statisties Records to furnish monthly
report to State Board el Eleeti.ees .-The Bareau State Registrar of Vital Statisties Records shall 
furnish the State Board el Eleetiees a monthly report of all persons of the age of eigliteea 
seventeen years or more who shall have died in the Commonwealth subsequent to its previous 
monthly report. De BeaN slia:II traasmit saell- statisties te die apppepriate geneF&l regiskafS. 
Suell- The reports shall contain the deceased's name el tile deeeased, ; addre$ ; ; county, city , 
or town 9f residence ; Ms ; social security � etllei= ie.enafieatiea number appreved lly tlle Beaf& 
, if any; and die date and place of his birth and of his death. Bl:e iftitial repert sliall- ee made 
upen, req1:1est el die Smte Beare- el EleetieBS, IMH iB B& eYeBt latef tlMHl Jaaaary !-; � The 
Board shall transmit the information from the reports to the appropriate general registrars. 

Dratting Note: A technical correction has been made in this section to reflect that the State 
Registrar of Vital Records is the authority who furnishes and certifies the information pertaining 
to residents of the Commonwealth who have died. The provision for an alternative identification 
number is deleted since alternative numbers are not used in the system. Information on persons 
17 years old is nec�ry because under Article II, Section 1 of the Constitution any person who 
will be 18 by the next general election may register and vote in primaries and special elections 
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held prior to that general election. 

§ � 24.2-409 . Division of Criminal Records to furnish monthly list of felony convictions
to State Board ef Eleetiees .-The Division of Central Criminal Records Exchange shall furnish 
monthly to the State Board el Eleeeeas a complete list of all persons convicted of a felony 
during the preceding month el dlese effeeses set teffll ie t&e CeesaatHea Uf)&B- eea"Jietiee el 
wMes- a pefS9ft is disqH&li#ied Ee Y&te . =fee l)eaM shall tfaasmit suell- stat:isties te Ole 
ap,i:e,riate geaeml :r=egistr-aFS. S4te& The list shall contain the convicted person's name ef'. Q:e 
pefS&9 een1Jieted, ms ; address ; &is ; county, city, or town of residence ; ms ; social security e, 
etftef ident:ifieatien number appfe¥ed � the l3eafd. , t&e if any; date and place of Ms birth ; 
and tAe date of ms conviction. De :HIHial t=epeR saaD he made� i:equest &f the state BeaFe 
el Eleetiees IM!t i& 11& e¥eBt latef tkaB, .J&Buary ,!; rn The Board shall transmit the 
information from the list to the appropriate general registrars. 

Drafting Note: The first sentence is corrected to track the present Constitution which 
specifies that conviction for a "felony" offense disqualifies a voter. The provision to allow for an 
alternative identification number is deleted since it is not currently used by the State Board in 
maintaining the registration system. However, its deletion does not prohibit the Division of 
Criminal Records Exchange from continuing to provide any other identification information it 
deems necessary for the exchange of information with the State Board. 

§ 2 U 26.1 24.2-410 . Clerks of circuit courts to furnish lists of incompetents.-The clerk of
each circuit court shall furnish monthly to the Se�etary ef tbe State Board el Eleeaees a 
complete list of all persons adjudicated · mentally incompetent M resteFed ta eefBl)eteaey during 
the preceding month or a statement that no adjudications have occurred that month . Sue& The 
list shall contain the B8fBe &f Hie pefS9ft adjudieatea m.eatally iaeefBl)eteBt M restered te 
eampeteaey, IHs each such person's name; address ; &is- ; county, city , or town of residence ; 
&is- ; social security number, if any ; Ule ; date and place of Ms birth ; and t&e date of ms 
adjudication. :flte miaal � sllaD he made ,upea re(faest el tee state Beafli el BleetieBS. The 
Board shall transmit suell- the information from the list to the appropriate general registrars. 

Drafting Note: First, reports are required monthly even if no one has been adjudicated 
incompetent to provide a complete set of records for the State Board. This requirement reflects 
actual practice today in most cases. 

Second, the requirement to report restorations of competency is deleted. Whenever a person 
is reported to be adjudicated mentally incompetent, his name is stricken from the registration 
records. When the person's competency is restored, he is not automatically restored to the 
registration records. He must reregister. Information pertaining to restoration is therefore 
unnecessary. The situation is similar to a person who has been convicted of a felony at a trial 
court, but the conviction was overturned on appeal. He must reregister, and the Board does not 
accumulate information on overturned convictions in anticipation of p0$ible future registrations. 

§ 24.1-27. [REPEALED] PeweFS el State Beaffl el EleetieBS te �lisll eeatral Fegistfaaea
� system; Elepanments &f tile Cemmeewealtli te eeepeFate. Is. 6Rlef: taat the i:eqairements 
ef the estahlisllmeet el a eeatfal :r=egistratiea i=9SteF ey t&e Slate· BeaAI- &f Eleeaeas ea& he 
aeeemplislled m a ;preper afMi erEleFly maaner iB adEIUiee te the euaes impesed � tile State 
BeeFti el Eleetiees IJy -f � tile � is autlleri!ee: 

fl1- !I'.& f)fesef-i�e aae reQuire Hie ase el a staBEIBfd lefm. M mrms fer a:pplieaaees te PegisieF 
te ¥ete tllre\!glieat the Cemmeawealtll. 

� � ,ermit · eeuaees aae eities t& traBSfer tlieH= res:peesve lists ef Etualif.ied ¥eteFs fffMft 
aBf pi:eseet system &f Fegiss=aeea l=ee0Fe keepieg te tile eeatFal i:egistfaeea � system pner 
te Oe�eher ,!; .J:.9+3; eat � � deteFmiaatiea IJy tile BeaM aat the eleetefal eeam- eaB 
f)f0J'eflly make SHeB- tf'ans#er. 

� =Fe issue; WHll tile &El¥iee el the l· .. ttemey Ceeei:al, #annal �Hags reeeneliag matte:FS et 
ap,areet ineensisteaey between farmer registFaaea aae eleetiee reEtairemeats aRfi tBe 
re{luiremeets gev•emiag the establiskmeet el t&e eee!ral Fegistfaaea FeSteF Hiffla: this artiele. 
Saeli.- i=u1iBg seaH he eiadiag tipea tile eleetei:al heafds ef t&e ·;arieas leealiees. 

fij- !l=e premalgate reg1:1latieas estaeliskiag t&e euaes &f tee eleete'F&l heafds eeeessary te fee 
esmhlisb.meat aBd eper&tiee el the eentral registfaeea � system, sueb.- regalaaees te he 
premalg&teti f)liFSl:laat ta the pre'Jisiens ef tile Admiaistrati1

•
1e Preeess Aet -ft 9 8.14:l et � 
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All depa:Ftmeets e# the Cemmeawealts. Sft&ll eeepem�e Wffll. tee � � e# Eleeuens m
,Feeuf4ng and- exebaegieg st:atistieal ideetif.ieaeea ielermaeea fel= tile 1n1FJ3ese e# est:aelisliieg tile 
ee&tf&I Fegistmties f6Sref system. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1 �27 is repealed. It ·became obsolete once the Virginia voter 
registration system was established and operating. The last sentence is retained in modified form 
in proposed § 24.2-404 subdivision (8) because the State Board continues to use identification 
information obtained from other state agencies to maintain the accuracy of the registration 
system. 

Article 3. 

Locations and Times for Registration. 

§ 24.2-411. Office of the general registrar.-Each local governing body shall furnish the
general registrar with a clearly marked and suitable office which shall be the principal office 
for voter registration. The office shall be owned or leased by the city or county, adequately 
furnished, and located within the city or Within the county or a city in which the county 
courthouse is located. The governing body shall provide property damage liability and bodily 
injury liabili'ty coverage for the office and shall furnish the general registrar with nec�ry 
postage, stationery, equipment, and office supplies. The telephone number shall be listed in the 
local telephone direc(ory separately or under the local governmental listing under the designation 
··voter Registration."

No private business enterprise shall be conducted in the general registrar's office. 

The general registrar's office in counties and cities with a population under 10,000 shall be 
open a minimum of three days each week and additional days as required by the general 
appropriation act The general registrar's office in all other counties and cities shall be open a 
minimum of five days each week. The specific days of normal service each week for general 
registrars shall be determined by the State Board. 

Additional hours, if any, that the general registrar's office is open for voter registration may 
be determined-"lilld set by the general registrar or the electoral board. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. These provisions are brought together from existing 
§§ 24.1-43, 24.1-46, and 24.1-49 to describe in one section the requirements and normal hours for
the general registrar's office. The term "premises liability insurance" is clarified by using
terminology commonly understood and used by the insurance industry and defined in Title 38.2.
Under present law and proposed § 24.2-411, localities provide insurance to cover liability claims
arising out of property damage and personal injury occurring in the office of the general
registrar. Public liability insurance against claims arising from the acts or omissions of the
general registrar while performing his duty is provided by the state under § 2.1-256.8. The
reference to the general registrar's office being open at least three days each week in counties
and cities with a population under 10,000 and five days each week in all other counties and
cities reflects the current law in the general appropriation act

§ 24.1 fS.2. Registt-aeee sites at ge:r:emmeet effiees. 24.2-412. Other locations and times for
voter registration.-A. Opportunities for voter registration may be provided at agency offices, 
business offices, other establishments and occasional sites open to the general public, and shall 
be provided as required by this section. Voter registration shall be conducted only in public 
places open to the general public and at preannounced hours. Assistant registrars should serve 
during such hours and at such places. The conduct of voter registration by the general registrar 
or an assistant registrar in public places at preannounced hours shall not be deemed solicitation 
of registration. 

B� the general registrar saaQ. ee is authorized to set additienal sites within his jurisdiction 
ongoing locations and times for registration in local or state government agency offices witlliB 
Bis jariseieeen or in businesses or other establishments open to the general public, subject to the 
approval of, and pursuant to an agreement with� the head of the government agency -: Saeli a& , 
the owner or manager of the business or establishment, or the designee of either. The 
agreement may shall provide for the appointment of employees of the agency , business, or 
establishment to serve as assistant registrars ; m wlHell- ease the agi:eemeat and shall be in 
writing and approved by the local electoral board prior to implementation. 

Sue& assistant registrars SINlll- ee sahjeet te the previsieBS ef , 24.1 45; � taat ageaey 
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empleyees Employees of the agency, business, or establishment who are appointed to serve as 
assistant registrars may be nonresidents of the jurisdiction they are appointed to serve, provided 
that (i) they are qualified voters of the Commonwealth and (ii) they serve only at their 
geweRtment agMeY effiee place of employment within the jurisdiction they are appointed to 
serve. 

c. The general registrar or electoral board may set additional occasional sites and times for
registration within the jurisdiction. A multi·tamily residential building not usually open to the 
public may be used as an occasional registration site so long as the public has tree access to 
the site during the time for registering voters. 

D. The general registrar in each county or city shall designate registration locations, in
addition to the general registrar's principal office, tor registration at one or more times within 
the forty days immediately preceding the final day of registration prior to each November 
general election. He shall designate at least one location tor each 5,000 of population in his 
county or city, but shall not be required to designate more than twenty locations for the 
purposes of this subsection. These locations shall be geographically dispersed throughout the 
county or city. Times for registration at these locations shall be scheduled, to the ertent possible, 
after live o'clock p.m. or on weekends. Each general registrar shall file with the State Board by 
the immediately preceding July 1, the plans for these designated locations and the hours each 
location will be open. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-412 combines provisions from existing §§ 24.1-45.2 and 24.1-49 
on registration locations other than the general registrar's office. There have been numerous 
changes since 1970 to expand the number and types of registration sites. The terminology in 
proposed § 24.2-412 reflects current usage: agency offices, busine� offices and other 
establishments open to the general public, and additional sites. The first two categories are 
usually used on a regular and continuing basis, e.g., five days a week or one day a week. 
Occasional sites are usually established on a less regular schedule. "Establishments open to the 
general public" include places identifiable to the public which may not technically constitute a 
business. Some common examples include voluntary fire departments and community rooms of 
places of worship. No change in substance is made by using the more current terms. Three 
additions are made to current law. First, the general registrar is required to enter into 
agreements with businesses and other establishments before setting up ongoing registration 
locations-a reflection of current practice. Second, the employees of these businesses and 
establishments who are nonresidents of the jurisdiction may be appointed to serve as 3$istant 
registrars at their place of employment as are nonresident employees of agencies under present 
law. Third, the date the general registrar must submit its plans for designated registration 
locations for the forty days before the final day of registration is moved from August 15 to July 
1 to allow more time for the State Board to disseminate the information. A designated 
registration location is any public place set for registration other than the principal office of the 
general registrar. A non�ential Cr0$-reference to assistant registrars' qualifications has been 
deleted. 

§ 24.2-413. Accessible registration locations.-The office of the general registrar and each
agency, business, and establishment set tor registration pursuant to § 24.2-412 B shall be 
accessible as required by the provisions of the Virginians with Disabilities Act (§ 51.5-1 et seq.), 
the Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act (42 · U.S.C.- § 1973ee et seq.), and 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. relating to public services (42 U.S.C. § 12131 et seq.). The 
State Board shall provide instructions to the local electoral boards and general registrars to 
assist them in complying with the requirements of the Acts. 

In the selection of additional registration sites, consideration shall be given to accessibility so 
that a reasonable. number of accessible sites are provided and the requirements of the above 
cited Acts are met. 

Drafting Note: The first paragraph implements mandates contained in the 1990 Americans 
with Disabilities Act which requires public services to be accessible to "qualified individuals with 
disabilities,'' the Virginians with Disabilities Act (§ 51.5·1 et seq.) which requires that no person 
shall be denied the opportunity to register and vote in Virginia because of a disability ( § 51.5-43 
et seq.) and the 1984 Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and Handicapped Act. The State Board 
is required to provide instructio� to local electoral boards and general registrars to assist them 
in complying with the Acts. 

The second paragraph is derived, in part, from existing § 24.1-43 and requires a reasonable 
number of occasional registration sites to be accessible so that elderly and disabled persons have 
fair access to register without requiring every occasional site to be equally accessible. 
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§ 34:1-49, 24.2-414 . Final registration day t 8"teF l!eUfS aBfl plaees lef registraeea; neeee .
:tae prieeipal effiee el eaell general regi5tr-ar S&aH l:te epee a miaimum el ene day Pff weelf &f 
paFSu&et t& § l 4.1 43. =i:ae geaeral registrar saall pablisb aeaaally the leeeaea aB& time teat tee 
effiee will- aermally ee ape& eaen � Each general registrar iB the Cemmenwealtb. shall, 
thirty-one days before the day fixed by law for every regallH" primary election and every 
general election wbiell- that will be held in his jurisdiction, hold a final day of registration for 
suen- the election. On SQell the final day of registration, the principal office of the general 
registrar shall be open a minimum of eight hours and shall be closed location shall be closed no 
later than fi¥e e!eleeli- 5:00 p.m. The registrar shall make a list by name of Ylese- any persons ; 
ii � in line at the time of closing and shall permit Sae& those persons to complete an 
application to register or to make any nec�ry changes to their registration records as 
J=eflaired BY law 

� geaerel registrar sllall gi¥e ooaee el tBe time aetl plaee a. wbiell lle will sit f&F tBe 
HB8l day el registf&Bee at least tea days eeleFe eaeh � 

l.d:lditieeal lleU£S;- il � tllat the effiee is t& l:te epe& fer registf&tiea 9# EfH&lified Yetefs � 
IJe detenniaeEI ase- set ey tile general Fegistrar &F tBe eleeteral � 

De geeeral i:egistr-M iB eaa e9QBty ei= eity saaH set addiaeaal ,aMie ,iaees etilef tea& � 
JlA&ei,al elliee fer registFatiea at eee ei= mere times witltiB: tBe f&Fty days immediately 
preeediag die fiBal. Ela¥ 9# regiskaaea l)Fief t& eaell Nevem.ber geaefal eleetiea. !l=lle FeEtQiFed 
aumber 9# sep&f&te aed- addieeaal registf&tiea plaees fer eaeh e9QBty ei= sty SBall l:te B&t mere 
tlt&B � aae up · t& dtis aumber tltei=e shall he at least eae additieaal � set iB eaelt 
eeuMy ff eity fer eaell i;QQ9 9# pepelaaea. Suelt plaees saaH ee geegrapl1ieally di5pefSed 
tl11=e11glleut tee e9QBty er ety; aed- am.es fer Fegistfatiea at sueb: plaees sllall ee seliedaleti, te 
tile eHteBt pessil31e, afiff liYe a' eleek p:m:- ei= ea weekeads. Baell- geaeral registraF sltell file the 
JlktBS fer these addieeaal plaees and die lieufS eaeh saea addiae&al pleee will l:te e,ea wiflt tee 
� � el :Sleeaeas hy tae immediately pFeeeding August -Ii: 

� geaerel i:egistFar ff eleeteral heafll. may set 8"teF times aae plaees iii ,aMie plaees fer 
registraeea. 

� appearaaee hy tile general registrar ff assistaBt Fegisa=ar iR ,aMie ,iaees at 
preaaaeuaeed lleUfS shell Bet he deemed selieitaeaa el registratiea. 

Any, paMie ,iaee set fer registratiea, eteer tBaa die priaeipal effiee 9# die geae:ral regisa=ar, 
� eeastitete a& additienal registfatiea plaee: A malti family resideBti.al buildiag net usually 
e,ea t& tee ,aMie may he usee as aa aEIElieeaal regist:ratiea plaee se l9Bg as the ,aMie HS #Fee 
aeeess te die Fegistfatiea SHe 6Uff&g tile am.e fer registeriag � 

1\ssist&Bt r-egistrafS S&eYW sers,e 6Uff&g sueb: aElditieaal Q8QfS aae at sueb: etlleF plaees. 

� geaef&l r-egistrar saaH gwe aa&U8I aetiee fer die fellewiag year el aH sel1edaleEI times 
ae plaees fer � registraeea. !Ille a&BUal aetiee aBEl tae Betiee 4er tee .fiBal day el 
registreaea sliall ee paste& at the eeufllleuse aREI- publislted at least eaee ill a aewspaper &f 
geBerel eireulaaea ifl die eeusty er ety: 

Netiee ef additieBal times aee plaees net listeEl iR tee aaauaI sebedule SBall he giYeR at leesf 
tMee � eefefe tee Elaf ea wlliell- sueb: addiaeaal times aBEl plaees are t& ee ,refJieed. +lie 
Betiee el sue& additieaal times aBEl plaees seaD ee eitlier 1:n:1blisb.ed at least eaee iR a aews,aper 
el geaef8l ei,euletiea iR the e9QBty ei= eity er aaaeuaeed at least twiee ea a teler.risiell statiee 
semag tee e9QBty er � 

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1-49 has been divided into three parts: proposed §§ 24.2-411 and 
24.2-412 contain provisions covering the general registrar's office and other registration locations 
and times to register; proposed § 24.2-414 covers the final day for registration; and proposed 
§ 24.2-415 covers how notice is given of the places and times to register.

§ 24.2-415. Notice of times and locations for registration.-In the month of January each
year, each general registrar shall give notice for that year of all scheduled dates, hours, and 
locations for voter registration. In addition, he shall give a separate notice of the date, hours, 
and locations for registration on the final day of registration at least ten days before each final 
day. The annual notice and the notice for the final day shall each be posted at the courthouse 
and published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the county or city. 

Three days' advance notice shall be given for additional times and locations not listed in the 
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annual schedule. This notice shall be either published at least once in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the county or city or announced at least twice on a television station serving the 
county or city. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. This separate notice section includes provisions from 
existing § 24.1-49. Revisions clarify that (i) the annual notice and the notice of the final day of 
registration are separate notices, (ii) the final day notice must be posted and published at least 
IO days before the final day, and (iii) the annual notice scheduled times and locations for voter 
registration for the year must be provided in January. 

§ � 24.2-416. N& i=egistmeea hetweea HBal: � aae eleetiea; elesiBg regismmea eeeks
pfief ta speeiel eleeaen. Mer tile eempletien ef tile registratiea ee the fiBal day et regis&Miee 
Aee tllereler as pre1JideEI in § 3 u 49, aee iB tile e¥eBt Dl8* aa eleetiea is ta ee hekl- WHlti& tile 
eeamy ef eHYi B& addiaeaal peFSens shall ee registeFed \HHH aft6 tile day ee WBiell- tile 
sueeeeding primaey er general eleeaee is Bela: 

� tile pH�ese ef registeriag ¥9tefs, all registfatiea IJeel£s net previe�· � as 
ilereieaeeve pre1Jided shall ee elesee fef a periee ef SHE eays immediately preeediag tile Eley ef 
aBY speeial eleeaea eallee- � tile Ge1:emer, Speaker ef tile Beuse er �esiEle&t ef � Seaate, 
and- tM a ,erie& &# tllirteee days preeeding all eiBei= s,eeial, eleetieRS. Qosing registration 
records before elections.-ln any county, city, or town in which an election is being held, the 
registration records shall be closed for the purpose of registering voters on the -election day and 
during the period in advance of the election as provided in this section. The registration records 
shall be closed during the thirty days before a primary or general election. If the registration 
records have not been closed previously for a primary or general election, they- shall be closed 
during the six days before a special election called by the Governor, Speaker of the Bouse of 
Delegates, or President Pro Tempore of the Senate, or pursuant to rule or resolution of either 
house of the General Assembly and during the thirteen days before any other special election. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Three points are clarified: that records are closed 30 
days before primary and general elections and on election days; that the records are closed in 
towns for the same period; and that a special election may be called by either house. See 
§ 24.2-216.

Article 4. 

Registration of Voteis. 

§ � 24.2-417 • W!t& Persons to be registered leF aD eleetieBS .-Each registrar shall
register every eiteeft &# Qe YBite6- States, resident of his eleetiea distriet; county or city who 
sltaH- a,,Jy- has the qualifications required by the Constitution of Virginia and this title and who 
applies for registration in person, or by absentee application as set forth in § � 24.2-419 , 
ta ee FegisteFed at the time and in the manner required by law , aeEl woo sllall- haYe tile 
quali#ieatieas FeqlliFeEI � � Ceestitueea aae tlHs � 

Any person, once properly registered, shall remain registered unless his registration is 
cancelled pursuant to Article 5 (§ 24.2-426 et seq.) of this chapter. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The phrase "county or city" is substituted for 
"election district" since the registrar has jurisdiction to register voters of his county or city. The 
final sentence is transferred to this section from existing § 24.1-48 without substantive change. 
The provision belongs at the beginning of the article since registration is permanent and 
continues to be effective until cancelled as provided by law and provisions set out later in the 
chapter. 

§ 24.l 48. !'..f)t)lieatiea feF "Fegiskaae&. Baell appliea&t � register sh.all l)Fe¥iEle tile
illleFmatiee aeeessa,y te eeftlftlete flte applieatiee te register UBtlef eatb., aad; uBle$ pllysieally 
disahleEI, sb.aH sigft tile applieatiea. -l=b.e appliea:aee t& register sh.all 4Je eBly upea a fefm er 
:feRRS :preserieeEl � the Staie BeaRl &# Eleeaeas. � tile 1n1rpeses 91 § 24.1 379t tee apt)lieaat 
sb.all ee deem.ea t& haYe self aEl�iaistered tile req:1:1ireEI eatB- ey tile aet ef sigeiag tile applieaaea 
lei=fft oo Wftieli the eatll appeaFS. 

Alty- l)eFS9ll etherwise q:ualilieEl te � flt wile is &B aetwe seriviee as a memher et tile 
aFIBeEl feFeeS ef tile Ymtee States; b.is speuse er eepeadeBt, � wile is a memher &# tile 
mereb.aat mariae &# the Ymtee � ms spease ei= depeade&t, er -00- woo resides temperarily 
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eutside el tee UBited States ey Wffe el IHs empley-ment, his speuse eF depeedeet Fesidieg wit& 
mlR; eBd is R9AB&lly ahseBt ff9IB tJ1e eity 9f e&UBty ift wltiell- lie resides Ekte te sae& &eB¥e 
sef\Tiee &f empleymeet; sllall � allewed t& register � absentee applieMie&. =ae pre:r..isiees ef 
§ 24.1 69 eetwUllstaediag, suell applieatiee ff9Rl a member ef tile aRBed tefees e, meFellaRt
maFiee el tlle YBitee States; lHs s,euse e, depeedent, may aeeempae.y � applieatiee �
abseetee B8llet aBEl sllall � Uil8ft a feFm preseFibed ey tile state Beaf& el Eleeaens parsaaet te
§ au 22.

De ,r-e,JisieB5 ef § 24.169 aetwiOlstaadieg, aey f'ersee, wile was ea aea¥e seFYiee as a
member el tile armee lefees el ��States iHMl- disellarged mKR tile armed- lef.ees at any 
ame 4uFiBg tile � days iRllftediately preeediag tile Heal day el registfetiee l)F-EWided iB ; 
24.l 49, aad- the � e, depeadeat el SDell- persea, sllall � eatitled te register t& ¥ete iR 
pefS9B BJ te aee iaeludiag tile da¥ el tile eleeaee. � Smte Beare el Eleeaees sllall preseFiee 
pr-eeedllres lei= tile edditiee el peFSees registered llereaeder t& tile lists ef registered wteFS ey a 
SU:f'plemeatary list &F &tlte: preeedllre. 

Wile& pmi,en,r registered ilBtlef � seetiea, a pefS9B sliall eeatiaue as registered as 
pr-e'lided by laW; in=evided, llewe:r..ter, any registered Yetff sllall he eaatled te ll8Ye ms 
registfaeee eaBeelled aae Ms name rem.eves lrem tee registf!&tiee eeeks aBtl eeatf81 registratiee 
t=eStef ey sig&iag i& persen, at tile effiee el IHs registftlr a& aathefimtiee lef eaeeellatiea ea a 
� prerJided � tile State Beare el Eleetiees. 

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1-48 is reorganized as follows: provisions on application 
requirements are placed in proposed § 24.2-418; provisions on the oath are in proposed 
§ 24.2-1016; absentee registration provisions are stated in proposed § 24.2-419; the special
provisions for registration by military personnel are covered in proposed §§ 24.2-419 and
24.2-420; the first part of the final paragraph is stated at the beginning of the article in
§ 24.2-417; and the final proVision on cancelling registrations is shifted to proposed § 24.2-426 in
Article 5 with other cancellation provisions.

§ 24.2-418. Application tor registration.-Each applicant to register shall provide, subject to
felony penalties tor making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, the information necessaiy to 
complete the application to register. Unless physically disabled, he shall sign the application. The 
application to register shall be only on a form or forms prescribed by the State Board. 

The form of the application to register shall require the applicant to provide the following 
information: full name, including the maiden name and any other prior legal name; age; gender; 
date and place of birth; social security number, if any; whether the applicant is presently a 
United States citizen; address and place of abode and date of residence in the precinct; place of 
any previous registrations to vote; and whether the applicant has ever been adjudicated to be 
mentally incompetent or convicted of a felony, and if so, under what circumstances the 
applicant's right to vote has been restored. 

Drafting Note: The first paragraph is derived from existing § 24.1-48. The form of the 
application has been taken from existing § 24.1-22 and included in this section with a few 
exceptions. Information pertaining to a person's gender is required by proposed § 24.2-418 in 
order to complete an application for registration. Although not mandated by Virginia's 
Constitution, gender information is a useful identifier and is currently requested on the 
application. Information pertaining to a person's marital status and occupation is no longer 
required for registration by Virginia's Constitution and is not currently required on the 
application form. Accordingly, the requirement is deleted from this section. A reference . is added 
to the felony penalties applicable to false statements under proposed § 24.2-1 O 16. 

§ 24.2-419. Absentee application for registration.-The following persons are entitled to
register by absentee application if they are eligible to be registered and if, by reason of active 
service or employment, they are normally absent from the city or county in which they reside: 

1. Any member of the armed forces of the United States who is on active service.

2. Any member of the merchant marine of the United States.

3. Any person who resides temporarily outside of the United States by virtue of his
employment. 

4. Any spouse or dependent residing with a person listed in subdivisions I, 2, and 3 of this
section. 
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Notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-416, the registration application from a member of 
the armed forces or merchant marine of the United States, bis spouse or dependent, may 
accompany an application for absentee ballot . and shall be on a form prescribed by the State 
Board. 

Drafting Note: Virginia's Constitution requires in-person voter registration in Article II, 
Section 2, and allows absentee registration only in specific cases in Article II, Section 4. This 
provision implements Article II, Section 4. Existing § 24.1-48 is reworded to simplify the 
structure of the provisions and to conform to Arti.cle II, Section 4. Existing § 24.1-48 is not clear 
as to whether it applies to spouses and dependents who do not reside with members of the 
armed forces or merchant marine. Under Article n, and present absentee voter proVisions in 
§ 24.1-227, only a spouse or dependent residing with such a person is covered. Proposed
§ 24.2-419 clarifies this point in subdivision 4. Proposed Article 7 (§ 24.2-440 et seq.) of this
chapter covers persons who are not qualified to register for permanent registration under
Virginia's constitution, but who are entitled to vote in federal elections under the Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. § 1973ff et seq.).

The final paragraph is carried forward without substantive change from existing § 24.1-48 
and continues in effect the present state policy to waive the deadline for voter registration (the 
closing of the registration records 30 days before an election) for registration applications from 
armed forces and merchant marine personnel, their spouses and dependents. 

§ 24.2-420. Extended time for registration by certain former members of the armed forces
and their spouses and dependents.- Notwithstanding the provisions of § 24.2-416, any person who 
was on active service as a member of the armed forces of the United States and discharged 
from the armed forces at any time during the sixty days immediately preceding the election, 
and his spouse or dependent, shall be entitled to register, if otherwise qualified, in person up to 
and including the day of the election. The State Board shall prescribe procedures for the 
addition of persons registered under this section to the lists of registered voters. 

Drafting Note: This provision is taken from existing § 24.1-48 which cov.ers applications to 
register. It was enacted in 1989 and creates an exception to the provisions for closing the 
registration records prior to an election for military personnel discharged shortly before an 
election who register in person. Present law is not clear whether the exception applies for 
special elections. Proposed § 24.2-420 applies to all elections. Existing § 24.1-48 does not address 
persons in the military who are discharged between the closing of the registration records and 
the election. The current practice is to allow these individuals, their spouses, and dependents to 
register in person up to and including the day of the election. Proposed § 24.2-420 incorporates 
this practice. 

§ 2U 49.1 24.2-421 . Registration of certain ill or disabled persons.-Any person who is 
unable to apply to register in person at the office of the general registrar due to continuing 
illness or physical disability may request that the general registrar or an assistant registrar come 
to his place of abode for the purpose of taking his application for registration. His The request 
shall be i& Wflti&g aae accompanied by a written statement signed i& tile pFeseaee el iW& 
suaserihiag witnesses by the applicant who shall state, subject to felony penalties tor making 
false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016; that he is unable to leave his ·place of abode for the 
purpose of applying for registration. and that such illn� or disability has existed continuously 
for at least thirty days. Suell The statement shall be on a form prescribed by the State Board el 
Eleetieas aaa- sigaee � ms . Two persons shall sign the form as witnesses to the applicant's 
signature. The applicant's physician or Ms accredited religious practitioner shall certify the 
statement and sign the form. For the purposes of this section, "accredited religious practitioner'' 
means a person who has been trained in spiritual healing or the other healing arts and has been 
so accredited by a formal religious order. 

Ypett On receipt of saeli- w·-nttea reEf1:1est aae statement the completed form , the general or 
assistant registrar shall establish, by telephone or by letter, a time on an approved day at wMes
wben he shall 9fiBg tee farm � take an application for registration to the place of abode of 
saee- pefS0ft the applicant . Approved days and times for taking applications to residences shall 
be no fewer than four days per year and shall be determined and set by the general registrar, 
and notice UieFeef shall be published as is provided in § a+.H9 24.2-415 . 

� requirement &f § 2 4.1 49 that Fegi5tmtiea ae eeneuetee m p,uelie plaees saa11, set ee 
apf)lieahle fer 1n1Ff)eses &f · this seetiea, aae B& aetiea take& � aey registrar t& eemply WHll- tee 
flT-eYisieRS el t&is seetiea sllaH ee deemed selieitatien el registraties er a l(}ielaaea el § 2 4.1 46 
flt. 
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The general or 8$istant registrar may request that an officer of the law accompany him in 
the ·visitations required by this section, and it shall be the duty of the local law enforcement 
agency to provide an escort upon request. 

Alty- ,e,se& seeking t& apply fM registr-atiee pui:saaat is a.is seeaeB alHl sigBiBg a statement 
fef suell par,ese SR6II- ee sal:Jjeet te tile penalty previsiees el § au 2+9. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-49.1 requires a person requesting to register at home to sign a 
statement that, in effect, he complies with the requirements of the section and his statement is 
subject to felony penalties for false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016. The third paragraph is 
deleted as unnec�ry. The specific requirement in this section that the opportunity to register 
be made available to homebound persons necessarily overrides the otherwise . generally 
applicable provisions cited in the paragraph. A definition is added for the term "accredited 
religious practitioner." The definition was provided in an opinion of the Attorney General {1989 
Report of the Attorney General p. 228) and has been relied on since 1989. 

§ � 24.2-422 . Appeal of person denied registration.- -A&y- A person denied registration
shall have the right to appeal, without payment of writ tax or giving security for costs, to the 
circuit court of the county or city in which he offers to register by filing with the clerk of the 
court, within ten days 1:llereafter after the denial , a petition in writing to have his right to 
register determined. 

SUe!l- pefS9B- The ·petitioner may file his petition by completing and filing a form which shall 
be prescribed by the State Board el Bleef:iees and which shall be used by the general registrar 
to notify an applicant of the denial of his application to register and of the reasons for the 
denial as previded m § 24.1 46 .f1+ . The seme form shall (i) state that an applicant denied 
registration has the right to appeal to the circuit court of the county or city in which he offers 
to register, (ii) give the name and address of the clerk of the circuit court for such county or 
city (to be supplied by the general registrar), (iii) state that a filing fee of ten dollars must be 
paid when filing the petition, (iv) contain a statement by which the applicant ntay indicate bis 
desire to petition the court to have his right to register determined, and (v) provide space for 
the applicant to state the facts in support of his right to register. 

yt,es, On the filing of a petition to have the right to register determined, the clerk of the 
court shall immediately bring the matter to the attention of the chief judge of the court for the 
scheduling of a hearing on the petition. The matter shall be heard and determined upea suea on 
the face of the petition , aae a& the answer made in writing by the general registrar , and saell
any evidence as may he introduced i& saf)pert theFeef as part of the proceedings . Stlek- The 
proceeding5 shall take precedence over all other busine$ of the court and shall be heard as 
soon as po�ible. 

GpeR- On the filing of sue& the petition , the clerk of tbe court shall at eeee immediately 
give notice to the attorney for the Commonwealth for his county or city, wllese d-\Hy it who shall 
ee te appear and defend against the petition ift. on behalf of the Commonwealth. 

Judgment in favor of the petitioner shall entitle him to registration. From a judgment 
rendered against aim the petitioner, an appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court of Virginia. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ *-HI- 24.2-423 . Notice of change of name of registered voter.-Whenever the Bame el
aey a registered voter SBall lla¥e l:teeR ellaaged changes his name , either by marriage or order 
of court, or otherwise, sue& the voter shall notify in writing the general registrar i& woose of 
the jurisdiction suell \i9tef. where he is registered aiMl tile . The general registrar shall enter 
eaell ekaage el the new name upoo- on the registration � records and issue the voter a new 
voter registration card . 

Drafting Note: Clarifying language has been added to recognize tbat a change in a voter's 
registration record triggers notification to the voter through the i$uance of a new voter 
registration card. Other changes are stylistic. 

§ � 24.2-424 . Traesfer &f � te aBether eleetiea district i& Change of registered
voter's address within same county or city.-Whenever a registered voter changes his place of 
residence fFelft ooe eleeaea Elistriet te aae1:ller, i& within the same county or city, he shall 
promptly notify in writing the general registrar of ms remeval aoo- tile aElElress a# his oow 
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resideaee the address of his new residence . Soo& On receipt of the notification snail ee

s1:1ffieieat te eaaile Mm t& ee registeree iB tae eleetiea distriet te Wftieh: he eas reme1;ee, ea its 
appeariag te the satisfaetiea &# tee registFar � lie resides ift S1reft eistrid. At aay ame � 
tBaB WitMft tamy 4ays f)Ref te � eJeeeea, tRe regiSe:ar sliall emer tee name el eve,:y saell
� ift tae Fegist:atiea ooeks &I the eleeeea aistriet ts wMeft. tee � has remEPJee , the 
general registrar shali (i) enter the new address on the registration record; (ii) if satisfied that 
the registered voter has moved into another precinct Within the same county or city, transfer the 
registration of the voter to that precinct; and (iii) issue the voter a new voter registration card. 
This transfer may be entered in the registration records at any time the registration records are 
not closed pursuant to § 24.2-416. 

Drafting Note: The existing section has · been revised to clarify that a voter has the obligation 
whenever he moves within the same county or city to notify his general registrar. The term 
precinct is substituted for election district since registration records are maintained on precinct 
lists. Additional language is added to clarify that the transfer of registration triggers the i$uance 
of a new voter registration card as the means of notifying the voter of the transfer. The 
reference to the time in which registration records are closed is reworded to cover special and 
general election time periods under proposed § 24.2-416. 

§ � 24.2-425 . Transfer of registered voter to another county or city.-Wbenever a
registered voter changes his place of residence from one county or city to another in the 
Commonwealth, he may appear in person before a general registrar to request transfer of his 
registration , sigft aa autherimt:ien ea a f9ffB preserieed � Qe � BeeFe &# Eleetiees � 
eaaeellatiea &# Ms pfe"neus fegistraties, and provide, \HMlef: eM&; t& the :Fegistfar ift tile new 
jafisdietiea subject to felony penalties· for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, all 
pertinent information required by § � 24.2--418 for registration. 

A request for transfer may be made by mail in which case the application for transfer aae 
auMle:Fimaee shall be signed by the voter wile S&all subseribe tae same aBd- veuell- UBdff peaalty 
&# perjury � tee faets state& tliereie aFe a=ae aB& eeffeet; aBtl Ms and subject to felony 
penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016. His signature shall be witn�d by 
one person who shall subseribe sign the same application, provide his full name and address, 
and state he is age eighteen or older. 

If it appeaf t& � sat:isfaetiea e# SlleB- the general registrar of the voter's new residence is 
satisfied that the voter has met the requirements el tBe Ce:&Stitutie& el Virginia; Ile shall- ee

eatit:led te ee registefed ift sueh distriet; aRtl tae name el � saeh ,efS0& sl!all ee ente:Fed ea 
tBe fegistFatiee eeeks el tee eleetiea distriet ift wlHell suell- peP.,&& F-esides � time eQARg 
WBieli tBe registratien fiOOks ee ef)eB to be registered, the voter's registration shall be 
transferred and a new voter registration card issued to him. A transfer may be entered in the 
registration records at any time the registration records are not closed pursuant to § 24.2-416 . 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-53 has been revised to clarify that a voter may request a 
transfer to a new county or city in person or by mail. An authorimtion for cancellation is no 
longer needed since the registration system automatically cancels a registered voter's previous 
registration record when the transfer is effectuated. Language is added to recognize that a new 
voter registration card is i$ued when the transfer is completed. A reference is added to the 
felony penalties applicable to false statements under proposed § 24.'2-1016� 

§ � . Registrat:i.ea reeerds ift eeueties ·aa& eities. Tse reeei:El5 91 tAe registfati.ee el
� iD eaell � aBEI- eity SBall � ee meiataiaed i& � heek5 aRfl. system as is 
af)f)fer:ee � tile State � el EleeaeBS. 

Drafting Note: This provision is included in proposed § 24.2-114 in Chapter 1 with the duties 
of the general registrar. 

Article 5. 

cancellation of Registration. 

§ 24.2-426. Voluntary cancellation of registration.-Any registered voter may cancel his
registration and have his name removed from the active central registration records by signing 
in person at the office of the general registrar an authorization for cancellation on a form 
prescribed by the State Board. 



Drafting Note: No change in substance. This section is taken from existing § 24.1-48 and 
included in this article with other provisions on cancelling registrations. 

There are now four procedures to cancel the registration of a voter and remove his name 
from the active registered voter records: (i) voluntary cancellation by the voter; (ii) striking a 
name when the general registrar knows the voter is no longer qualified, e.g., the registrar is 
informed by the State Board of a felony conviction); (iii) purging the registration records for 
failure to vote, a process now implemented by the State Board; and (iv) purging the name of a 
voter by the general registrar on the basis of an alleged disqualification. These four cancellation 
methods are set out in this section and the next three sections. 

§ 24.2-427. Cancellation of registration for persons known to be deceased or disqualified to
vote.-The general registrar shall cancel the registration of (i) all persons known by him to be 
deceased or ·disqualified to vote by reason of a felony conviction or adjudication of mental 
incompetency and (ii) all persons for whom a notice has been received, signed by the voter or 
the registration official of another jurisdiction, that the voter has moved from the county or city. 
A voters registration may be cancelled at any time during the year in which the general 
registrar discovers that the person is no longer entitled to be registered. 

Drafting Note: Provisions in clause (i) are taken from existing § 24.1-46 subdivision (12) 
concerning the duty of the general registrar to strike the names of persons known to be 
deceased or disqualified to vote. Under the Constitution, a person is disqualified to vote if he 
has been convicted of a felony or adjudicated mentally incompetent. Provisions in clause (ii) 
authorize the general registrar to cancel the registration of any person on receipt of notification 
that the voter has moved from the general registrar's jurisdiction. The notification may come 
from the voter or any registration official in Virginia or another jurisdiction. Again, this is a 
situation where the general registrar knows the person is no longer a qualified voter in his 
jurisdiction. Existing § 24.1-46 subdivision (12) also requires the general registrar to retain the 
records of the cancelled registered voter for two years; however, under current practice these 
records are retained four years. This requirement is stated in proposed § 24.2-435. 

§ � 24.2-428 . Annual pm=ge review of registration £ells records ; notice to \1etefs wltese
emes Me ta he p1:1Fgea voter whose registration is to be cancelled .- A: The State Board et 
Eleetiens shall mail annually to each registered voter who has not voted at least once during 
four consecutive calendar years a notice, sent to his address on the registration eeeks records , 
that his name will: ee fflme¥ed ff8lft tile registf&tiea heeks registration will be cancelled if he 
does not affirm on an enclosed � registration extension application f&fRl that he continues 
to reside at the address shown on the enclosed form and desires to remain registered aR4 
eeaaa1:1es ta RSide at � addFess sllewB oo � eeelesed feRll 

& � #&rm sllaH � sigeed, in t&e f)Feseeee el eae sueselieiag witness, l)y tile registrant 
wee seaa suhseriee tile same ane wueb- HGef tile peaalty el perjury tllM tile iefeARatiee gi¥eB 
is tf1:le a&d eerreet. The registered voter shall complete and sign the application subject to 
felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2·1016. His signature shall be

witnessed by one person who shall also sign the form. The i:eRIFll returned form must be 
postmarked no later than January 15 in order for the registered voter to remain oo tlle 
Feg&Faeee aeeks registered . Any registrant se af.:H.Fmiag aee ffltllmieg the registered voter who 
returns the signed application form shall remain registered as long as he votes at least once in 
the four consecutive years tlleFeafter following the mailing of the notice and is not otherwise 
disqualified to vote . The eame registration of any voter who does not se return the request ta 
reJB&ie registered form shall be Feme1

•
1ee ff8fB- tae registf&tiea eoolis � tile geeeral fflg&Far 

cancelled . Failure to receive the notice shall not affect the validity of the puFge el tlle eeelis 
f&I: BEK WHRg ill 191:1-F eeaseeaeve yeaa � registratiee applieaeees ef well- purged \1etefs SBall 
ee reteiaee ta.ereafter � tile geeeml registfa,F fef a ,eFiee el feur yeMS cancellation 

G The notice of � intent to cancel shall be mailed aanaaUy by first class postage "Do 
Not Forward" by the State Board el :Sleet:ieBS aBEl mailed prior to December 31 in each 
calendar year. All returned forms for requests to remain registered shall be forwarded to the 
general registrars immediately upee, Feeeipt by the State Board el l!:leeaees . 

The general registrar shall post at the courthouse or have published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in his county or city a list of names of persons whose registration has been 
cancelled pursuant to this section. He shall deliver or mail, obtaining a certificate of mailing, a 
certified copy of the list to the chairman of each political party in his county or city. 

B: [Ref)ealee.] 
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Drafting Note: The annual purge or review is mandated by Article II, Section 4 of the 
Constitution, and implemented by existing § 24.1-59 and proposed § 24.2-428. Changes made in 
§ 24.2428 incorporate the false statement penalty as set out in proposed § 24.2-1016 and
references to registration records rather than "books." The annual purge results in the
cancellation of the voter's registration. His name and original application remain part of the
registration records, but he is longer registered. Provisions requiring the names of voters purged
to be posted or published and mailed to chairmen of political parties are taken from existing
§ 24.1-60 and included in this section. The proof of mailing requirement has been modified so
that the general registrar need only obtain a certificate of mailing. Return receipt procedures
used in the past were not practicable because of the untimely receipt of mail. The requirement
to retain records for four years is stated in proposed § 24.2435.

§ � 24.2-429 . Registrar t& gwe aeaee el BafBeS el peFSens te ee purged. \\Qlee SBeB
beeks afe � f)UFSBaRt te tile f)F0ViSieBS el § 24.l 48 it sllall he tile euty ef tBe registrar te 
,est at tae ee111:taease a list el tee Bames el all pePSeBS :wee iB tile judgm.eet el tile regisffar, 
m: wile may ee alleged BY any three qaalilieEI ¥etePS e# tile eleetien distriet, t& ee impre�erly 
0R the regisEFatien beaks el teat distriet, Maintenance of accurate registration records by general 
registrar; notice and hearing before cancellation.-Whenever a registered voter is alleged to be 
improperly registered, either by the general registrar or by any three qualilied voters of the 
county or city who make such an allegation to the general registrar, the registrar shall post at 
the courthouse or te publish sueh: lisl in a newspaper of general circulation . in ae juli5Elietie& 
his county or city the name of the registered voter on a list of persons whose registrations are 
to be cancelled by the general registrar. The list shall be certified by the registrar and 
delivered or sent by eeFtified mail , to the county or city chairman of each political party. If 
sent by mail, the general registrar shall obtain a certificate of mailing. In addition to the posted 
or published lis� � Im= � wters puFged pu'FSY:aat t& § 2U 59, the general registrar shall 
send a notice by mail to the last known address of each registered voter on the list, stating the 
reasons provided by law for the purge cancellation , the facts on which the � cancellation is 
based, and the time er times at wlHe& when the registrar, at bis office during regular office 
hours, will hear testimony produced for or against the right of persons named in the notice to 
be retained on the registration eeeks records . Sue& The hearings shall be held not less than ten 
days after the mailing of saea. the notice, and in no event shall be within sixty days of the 
general election in November or within thirty days of any other election in suell juFisdieaea the 
county or city . 

§ 24.1 el. Hearieg BY ane eeeisiea ef registFar as t& suell- eames. At the ame eF times 
� iB the R9Bee hearing, the registrar shall hear the testimony produced , and a Ile he 
satis#ieEl teat aftY f)eFSeft mentieaed shall determine if the registered voter named in the notice 
nas remevea frem tne eleeaea Elistriet, has died, er � any £easeB is Rel eeatled te ee 0R tile 
registratieB Beeks el the preeieet, Ile is qualified to vote in the county or city. If the person is 
no longer qualified to vote, the registrar shall sa=ilie Ms RSme IFem � regismmea Beeks cancel 
the voters registration . Nothing llereiR contained in this section shall prevent the registered 
voter from applying to the general registrar for a transfer to his proper pFeeiaet jurisdiction , 
provided the registration eeeks m: records are not closed as provided by law. The general 
registrar may continue the hearing for a period of not more than thirty days in order to 
complete his examination. If � the registered voter so challenged fails to appear and defend 
his right to be retained en tile Fegistratien eeelis el tee ;preeiaet registered , his eame snail ee
smekee taeFelFem registration shall be cancelled by the general registrar. 

Drafting Note: Existing §§ 24.1-60 and 24.1-61 on notice and hearing for persons whose 
registration is challenged are included in this section. The registration of a voter may be 
challenged by either {i) the registrar who suspects that a registered voter is improperly 
registered or (ii) any three qualified voters of the county or city. Current law provides 
procedures to give the challenged voter notice and . a hearing before the registrar. A list of 
persons to be purged is mailed to the chairman of each political party. Proof of mailing is 
accomplished by the general registrar who must obtain a certificate of mailing. If the challenged 
voter does not appear at the hearing or if the general registrar determines the voter is not 
qualified to vote, then the person's registration is cancelled. Nothing in this section prevents a 
person from transferring his registration to the proper jurisdiction provided the registration 
records are not closed. 

§ � 24.2-430 . Appeal from decision of registrar as to f)Urging .- fi:em.. tBe Eleeisiea el
the registrar whereey aay ,ersea is striekea * f)Hrged frem the registratiea Deeks;- saeh ,ersea 
shall fta¥e tae Fight al af)f)eal, as pre11ideEl m § 2U 67, anEl- k&m- tae eeeisiee el tae regisffar 
refasiag te sa=iffe m: l*lfge :f.Fem tBe registratiea beeks aay � alleged te ee impreperly en 
the registratieB � any f:IHalifiee veter el tBe � * eity sb:all llaYe the like Rgat el 
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appeal. Any person whose registration was cancelled in accordance with the decision of the 
general registrar pursuant to § 24.2-429, shall have the right of appeal, as provided in § 24.2-422, 
to the circuit court of the county or city in which he otters to register. Any qualified voter of 
the county or city shall have the same right of appeal from the decision of the general registrar 
refusing to cancel the registration of any person alleged to be improperly registered. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance except the term cancel is substituted for stricken and 
purged. 

§ � 24.2-431 . Petition to court objecting to registration.-In addition to tee me�ee el
purgiag tee re�tien eooks preserieee in §§ 24.1 69 t& � challenging a voter's registration 
before the general registrar , any three qualified voters iR any elediea distriet may file with the 
eeut=t el � waere eeeds are reeerded el tee eeumy m: eity wb.ereia tee eleetien Elistriet is 
leeated circuit court of the county or city in which they are registered , a petition seWBg feftll. 
stating die their objections ef tile petitie&efS to the registration of any person whose name is on 
suea the registration heeks records for their county or city . 

Drafting Note: Revisions clarify that this section is an additional procedure to the hearing 
before the registrar and may be initiated by any three qualified voters of the county or city 
where the challenged voter is registered. 

§ � 24.2-432 ·. Notice to person objected to and decision of court-Fifteen days' notice
shall be given by the petitioners to tile any person m: pefSeBS whose registration is objected to 
pursuant to § 24.2-431 , and the court shall summarily proceed to determine the right of saek
the person * pefS8es to registration. Sae41- The determination shall be without the necessity of 
tonnal pleadin� and in preference to all other matters on the docket. An order of the court 
concerning registration of the voter shall not be limited by the provisions of § M:1-eG 24.2-416 
requiring the registration Beeks records to be closed. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Language is added to clarify that the petitioners must 
give the fifteen days' notice. 

§ � 24.2-433 . Appeal from decision of court-From the judgment of the court , an
appeal shall lie, as a matter of right, to the Supreme Court of Virginia . aBEl sueb: The appeal 
shall be placed u,ea- on the privileged docket and be heard at the next ensuing session of the 
court. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ � 24.2-434 . Presumption if petition not brought within six months of
registration.-Unless the petition provided for in § � 24.2-431 is filed within six months 
after the registration of any person, it shall be conclusively presumed in all proceedin� where 
the right of such person to registration arises, by election officers and by judicial tribunals, or in 
election contests of any kind and character, that such person has complied with all the 
procedural requirements of the law in making an application for registration . 

Drafting Note: Specific language is added to the last sentence to clarify that once a person 
has been registered for six months there is a conclusive presumption that the administrative acts 
required in registering the person were conducted properly. Certain administrative acts are 
required to be performed when a person is registered, e.g., submission of a written application. 
The predec90r of § 24.1-66 provided a comprehensive list of these administrative and 
ministerial acts which could not be challenged after a person had been registered for six months 
or longer. At the time of the revision of Title 24, some of these acts had become outdated. The 
Com�ion deleted the list of acts and stated in its drafting note that unnecessary detail had 
been deleted. When the Commission deleted this language, it became unclear if other 
requir�ments of the law in addition to administrative acts were subject to the conclusive 
presumption.· It appears that the intention of the Commission was not to preclude challenges to a 
person's qualifications to vote, e.g., an allegation that the registered voter is a convicted felon. 
Proposed § 24.2-434 clarifies that the presumption only reaches challenges to the technical 
aspects of registering and not to challenges to the qualifications of the voter before or after 
registering. 

§ 24.2-435. cancellation records to be retained for four years.-The registration records of
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voters whose registration has been cancelled pursuant to this article shall be retained for four 
years from the date of cancellation by the general registrar. 

Drafting Note: This section combines and revises existing provisions on the required length 
of time to keep records concerning cancellations. The current practice is to retain these records 
four years in a separate cancelled records file. This revision eliminates a discrepancy in current 
law which specifies a two-year requirement for registrations cancelled on the basis of official 
reports and a four-year requirement for purged registrations. Compare § 24.1-46 (12) and 
§ 24.1-59.

Article 6. 

Temporary Registration for Presidential Elections. 

§ 24.1 72.l 24.2-436 . PefSees eligihle Eligibility for temporary registration.-Any person who
is qualified to vote in this Commonwealth in a JJFesieeMial eleetiee, shall be eligible for 
temporary registration under this eb.�tei:, article to vote only in sue& a presidential election and
only for electors of President and Vice-President of the United States.

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Existing Chapter 5.1 (§ 24.1-72.1 et seq.) contains two 
articles which are set out as Articles 6 and 7 in this chapter. These two articles implement two
special temporary registration procedures mandated by federal law and applicable to presidential 
elections in one case (proposed Article 6) and to all federal elections in the other case 
(proposed Article 7). 

Proposed Article 6 implements the requirements of 42 U.S.C. § 1973aa-l (enacted as part of 
the 1970 Voting Rights Act). The federal law provides that all qualified persons must be able to 
register absentee for the presidential election up to 30 days prior to the election. The federal 
law overrides the in-person registration requirement of Article II, Section 2 of the Virginia 
Constitution and mandates registration by mail as an option for the presidential election. Since 
absentee registration would not be allowed except for the federal law requirement, separate 
registration records are maintained, and the registration lapses after the presidential election. 

§ 24.1 72.2 24.2-437. Application for temporary registration.-Any person intending to register
and vote under the provisions of this article shall apply in person or by mail to the registrar of 
the county or city of his residence at least thirty days prior to the presidential election. SUea
The application shall be on a form prescribed by the State Board ef: Bleeeees , shall be signed 
by the applicant uaeet= eatB; aBe !mall eeaiaie who shall provide" subject to felony penalties for
making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, the fellewiag information � required tor
registration under § 24.2-418 and the applicant's immediate previous place of abode and address. 

fl-7 Full &aRle el applieaet, ieehuiieg maide& B&me ii Rl&Ff'ied weman; 

�� 

� Pfflee aftfi eate el � 

�Marital� 

,(et Oeeupaaee; 

� Seeiel See:Yrity eumher, ii aBYt 

� Wlletller the applieaet is f)reseBtly a YBite& States ei�B; 

� Preseet address aBe plaee ef awe; 

,f9t !:e&gtlt el resideaee m the Gemmen-wealth aBe m tile preeieet; 

fWt ImmeEliate prev-ieas plaee ef aWe aae address; 

fHt Plaee ane time el 8fiY prev:ietS registraaee t& � aae 

� Wae�lier tae aJ)plieaet has ev:er hee& cee:vieted et a fel9BY er aejutlieatea meatally 
iaeempeteet; aftti.; ii se; ttBtler what eireamstaeees the apf)lieaat's right te wte has � resteretl. 
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#3t; fl-4t [Repealed.] 

Drafting Note: The list of information to be provided by the applicant is stricken and 
replaced by a cross-reference to § 24.2-418 which spells out the contents of the application for 
registration. Information pertaining to an applicant's immediate previous place of abode and 
address subdivision (10) is retained because this information is used to advise other states where 
the person may still be registered to cancel his registration. Information regarding length of 
residence, marital status, and occupation is not required by the Constitution or under federal 
law; therefore, the requirement to provide this information has been deleted. A sentence is 
added to clarify that a material false statement by the applicant will subject him to prosecution 
under proposed § 24.2-1016. 

§ 2 u 72.3 24.2-438 . Beeks aft& lists Registration records to be maintained by general
registrars; when registration permitted; lapse of registration.- It saaD- ee tile dmy el tll:e geeeFal 
FegiSS=ar t& The general registrar shall maintain and make available iB tile maeeer preserieed 
hy Clla,ter i (§ 24.1 41 et seft:t el tms tHle for inspection by any registered voter the 
applications tor temporary set al aooks registration for eaell- eleeaen disfriet witM& his 
jurisdiction , and separate lists for each precinct of persons registering to vote in the 
presidential election. Registration under this article shall be permitted from six months in 
advance of the presidential election ; until the ene el � regular regismlaes day pre;efiheEI ill 
§ 24.1 49 registration records are closed pursuant to § 24.2-416 . After the presidential election,
registration under �is eliapter article shall lapse aBd- ee no longer be valid. He persen
registered unee= this amele sllaH- ee enatled te ¥ete ill any saesequeat eleeaea witlleat
registeriag again UBder tile f)Fe•.isieBS el tliis title;

Dratting Note: No change in substance. The terms "registration records" and "precinct" are 
used to be consistent with proposed definitions for Title 24.2. The manner in which temporary 
registration records are maintained by the general registrar is clarified. The reference to the 
chapter on registration is no longer appropriate since the chapter includes provisions on the 
Virginia voter registration system which is only used in maintaining permanent registration 
records. The deadline for registration is restated to refer to the closing of registration records 
rather than to the "final day" for clarity. The final sentence is deleted because it is repetitive of 
the preceding sentence. 

§ 24.1 72.4 24.2-439 . Separate ballots for persons registered under this article.-The officers
of election shall deliver to any person registered under this article who offers to vote in the 
presidential election a separate ballot for electors of President and Vice-President of the United 
States and no other ballot . SDelt eaHets The ballot shall be voted, handled , and counted with 
other like ballots in accordance with the provisions of this title. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

Article 7. 

Temporary Absentee Registration for Federal Elections. 

§ 24.1-72.10. [REPEALED] Pur,ese. It is die 1n1r,ese el tliis ertiele te implemeat die
Ueifermed aae 01:efSeas Citse&S Ahseetee ¥etiRg Aet; � Y:&t: § l 973ff et seft: 

Dratting Note: This provision has not been set out in the Code because of the Code 
Commi$ion policy not to publish "purpose" provisions. It is repealed because the substance is 
addressed in proposed § 24.2-440 which provides temporary registration procedures for persons 
entitled to register and vote in federal elections under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act. 

§ 24.1-72.11. [REPEALED] Defi&itieBS. :Fer tile par,eses * tlHs artiele, tile teRw.

-h "IZeeeral eleeees" meaes aR¥ general, speeial, eF primary eleetiea B:elEl selelf m: in 1*iff 
f&I: tile puFfJeSe el seleetiag, aemiaatiag, eF eleetiag aay eaadiaate f&I: tee etfiee &f Presideat, 
Viee President; J)reside&tie.l eleeter, memeer el tile Uftitee States &eBate eF memeer el the 
YRitee States Hoose * Ref)reseetati·.res; aae 

� "Uaited States?! iaeludes the ser.1eral states; tile Distnet &f Ceh:1maia, the Cemmeawealtli el 
Puert& Rie&; GHaer, tile � lslaaes, aee Amerieaa Same& eat aees Bet iaelude the baBal 
� iBe +AiSt Territery * the Paeifie lslaads, * aRY � tenitery * pessessiee * the 
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Drafting Note: This section is repealed. The definition of federal election appears in 
proposed § 24.2-440. The definition of United States in existing § 24.1-72.11 no longer parallels 
the definition used in the 1986 Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act and is 
deleted. That Act requires states to provide absentee registration procedures for defined 
categories of absent uniformed services members and overseas citizens. The mandate of the Act 
goes further than both the absentee permanent registration permitted under Article II, Section 4 
of the Virginia Constitution and provided by proposed § 24.2-419, and the absentee temporary 
registration provided by existing § 24.1-72.12. Proposed Article 7 provides for implementing the 
mandates of the federal Act not covered by current state law. 

§ 24.1 72.12 24.2-440 . PeFSeBS eligillle Eligibility for temporary registration by absentee
application.- AwJ eifi2eft &I the -YftHee. Sfflff!S shall- he eligiele t& register � aeseatee 
applieatiea aae ¥ete aeseatee � maH iB &&¥ feaeml eleeaea ill aay . eeuBty er effY i& tlHs 
CemmeHreaJUi paFS1:1aat t& this afftae J:)Fe1;ieeEl � 

-1-: He is a YBiteEl Smies emzea woo will ee at least eigllteea yeaFS ef age ey tae � ef tlte 
eleeaea; 

� He is residiBg eatsiae the YftiteEl. states 

& He states whetlier er net lie ft8S a wliEl passpert er eaM &f ide&Bty aBEl- registmtiea 
issued QftElff die a1:1t11erity &I the Seeretary &I State &f tile YBiteEl- states; 

+. He Elees Bet maiataie a demieile aee is Bet registered t& ¥ete i& aay etl1ff Mate, teffite,y 
er pessessiea el the YBitee states er in any et&eF eeuBty er ety i& Virgima tliaB the eeuBty er 
ety i& Wftiell. lie seeks ta register J:)HFSuast te this artiele; 

& His lest plaee 8' alteEle ane Elemieile immediateJf prief t& ms de�am1Fe ff6lft the � 
States was iB tais Cemmeewealf::h. Any person who is entiUed to register to vote in federal 
elections under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act ( 42 U.S.C. § 1973/f et 
seq.) and is not eligible for permanent voter registration pursuant to Article 4 of this chapter, 
shall be eligible for temporary registration under this article to vote in any federal election. 
Federal elections include any general, special, or primary election for President, Vice-President, 
presidential electors, or a member of the United States Senate or House of Representatives. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-440 expands the provisions of § 24.1-72.12 to cover persons 
entitled under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act to absentee registration 
for federal elections, who are not qualified under Virginia's Constitution for permanent 
registration by absentee application. The list of qualifications required of the applicant and the 
definition of United States are covered in the federal Act and are not repeated in proposed 
§ 24.2-440.

§ 24.1 72.13 24.2-441 . Application for temporary registration.-Any person intending to
register and vote under the provisions of this article shall apply by mail te the State Beafd. el 
Bleeaees er to the general registrar of the county or city in which he ·wishes to vote at least 
thirty days prior to the federal election. Seeft. The application shall be on a form prescribed or 
approved by the State Board et Eleeaees ; . The application shall be signed by the applicant 
uBEler eats, an& who shall eentaie provide, subject to felony penalties for making false 
statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, the fellew:ieg information � required for registration under § 
24.2-418, the applicant's resident address of previous domicile in Virginia and date of departure 
from this domicile, if applicable, and any information necessaiy to implement the Uniformed 
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. § 1973fl et seq.). 

h Fl:lll B8fBe &f applieaat, inelHdiag maidea name ff mamed wemaa; 

+.Marital� 

e-: Oee11paaea; 

& Seeial seearity eumeer, ff � 
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+: Wlletller tee applieaat is preseaMy a Gai£ee. StafeS eimee aae li&lds a Y&lie YRiW � 
passpert m= eaffl &# iElesfity aBEl registfaaea issue& aBder die a\ltllerity &# tke SeeFeta,y * &iate 
&f tile � States; 

8: Pf:eseat adEIFess aBtl plaee * awe; 

&; Resideat address &I pFeviaus Elemieile ift Virgiaia aae date * depeFt1:lre; 

.J.&:. Pleee ane ame &I aay pre1:ieHS regisa-at:iee ta ¥ete; afMI 

&. Wlletll.er tile applieaat has evei= eeea ees¥ieted &I a leleRy � adjaeieated mentally 
ieee�etent, aae; ff se; llBeef wllal eire11mstaaees the at)plieaat's HgM te s;ete llas eeea restered. 

Drafting Note: The list of information to be provided by the applicant is stricken and is 
replaced by a cr0$·reference to § 24.2-418. Information pertaining to an applicant's previous 
Virginia domicile in subdivision (9) is retained because under the federal Act a person who does 
not have a current domicile in the United States may be entitled to register in the state of his 
previous domicile. The information in subdivisions 4, 5, and 7 is no longer required by the 
Virginia constitution or federal law, and these items are deleted. A saving clause IS provided in 
case changes in the federal law require additional information from the applicant Applications 
for temporary registration are handled directly by the general registrars and so the reference to 
the State Board is deleted. Language is added to clarify that the State Board is given authority 
to approve the use of the Federal Post card Application prescribed pursuant to 42 U .S.C. 
§ 1973ff (b) as the application for temporary registration. The Federal Post card Application is
currently so approved and is also authorized by law for use as a permanent absentee
application. A sentence is added to clarify that a person who provides material false information
on the application is subject to prosecution pursuant to proposed § 24.2-1016.

§ 2U 72.14 24.2-442 . Beeks aBEl lists Registration records to be maintained by registrars;
when registration permitted; lapse of registration.- Y saaD � the eaty el tile The general 
registrar te shall maintain and make available ift Oie maBReF pFesenheEl � Qa,ter & (§ 34.1 41 
et � &I � mle a- for inspection by any registered voter the applications tor temporary set 
&I heelis registration for eae& eleefiea Elisaiet WffMa. his jurisdiction ; and separate lists for each 
precinct of persons registering to vote in the federal election. Registration under this article 
shall be permitted from six months in � dvance of the federal election ; until the ea& 9# � 
regaler regiswtien day preseneea ill § 2 4.1 49 registration records are closed pursuant to 
§ 24.2-416 . After the federal election, registration under this elJ:apteF article shall lfll)Se ane �
no longer be valid. � peFS&B registered UBeer tlJ:is artiele snail � eaatled te s;ete iB any
sultseEjae&t eleeties wit-lieut registerieg agaift llftde: tile pff)1/i5iens el !Bis title:

Dratting Note: The terms "registration records" and "precinct" are used to be consistent with 
proposed definitions for Title 24.2. The reference to the closing of the registration records is 
more apt and is substituted for the reference to the final registration day so as to cover special 
as well as general or primary elections. The reference to the registration chapter is deleted 
because it includes provisions on the Virginia voter registration system which is not utilized in 
maintaining temporary registration records. Otherwise, there is no change in substance. The final 
sentence is deleted because it is repetitive of the preceding sentence. 

§ 24.1 72.16 24.2-443 . Absentee ballots for persons registered under this article.- It sball- ee
tile � 9# the geneFal registr-ar , m In accordance with instructions provided by the State 
Board el �leeaees , t& the general registrar shall provide ballels to any person registering under 
this article the ballot to vote absentee by mail ta pe:FSens registering ta -vete pllfS\l&Bt t& tile 
pi:etJisiens el fllis amele pmViEleEI that sue& hallets shaH he eaJy for the federal eleetiens. SueB
election and no other ballot . The absentee ballots shall be voted by mail, handled , and counted 
with other absentee ballots voted by mail in accordance with the provisions of this title previded 
tlJ:et su.ea- IMlllets sl!alJ. he eeuBteEI, ii reeeivee ey mail-; ey tile aJlf)FeJJriate eleetiea effieiel fief 
� tbaa the time &# elesieg tee palls ea te say el tile eleet:iea . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Superfluous language is deleted and the language is 
simplified. 

Article 8. 

Registration Records Generally. 
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§ 3+.Wi 24.2-444 . Beeks Registration records open to public inspection.-Registration seeks
records shall be kept and preserved by the general registrar and shall be opened to t:b:e 
inspection el by any Etl:lalified registered voter at the office of the general registrar when the 
office is open for business. In aElditiea, 51:le& heek- The registration records shall be available for 
inspection upen by appointment, wlHek- a,peiatm.e&t made by the general registrar saau. make 
� all- tor any reasonable times time requested. I& aRY eYeM; suell- l:leelis SB&H ee availal3le at 
addieesal 66¥5 ase ames fiRe � � seeFetary &f tile eleeteFal eeare:

Drafting Note: The term "records" replaces the term ubooks." The offices of general 
registrars are now open on a five-day per week basis year-round except in counties and cities of 
les.s than 10,000 population where offices are open three days per week January through July 
and five days August through December. The appointment provisions and additional days and 
times set by the secretary of the electoral board are not as necessary as they were when the 
offices were open one day a week or le$ frequently. However, the appointment provisions are 
retained to give both the general registrar and registered voters flexibility to schedule 
inspections of the records at reasonable times. 

§ � 24.2-445 . PFesef\iatiea el el85tiag eeeks aaa reeerds; Registration records
controlling in event of conflict.- !Ble emaag veter registFatiea aae \l&BBg l3eeks ane reeerds 
slMHI ee presePJeEl Im: Bet less aa& fi¥e years aftef: tee est&hlisllmeat el tlie eeatr-al Fegistmtien 
f=8Stef e&e iB the event el a disf)ute eeneemiag the EtUestiea a# wlledler a pefS&ft is Fegistered te 
� Eletermiaaaea sllail he maEle ff6Hl a.e eE5tiag leeal- registfatiee aBfi \l&BBg reeerds. 

� tlie eMhlisemest a# tile eestfal regisa=atiea feSter, ift In the event of a conflict as to 
whether a person is registered to vote, the eleete:Fa:I beard's ei: registfar's registration and voting 
records, in the possession of the general registrar iaeludiag tee applieatiee te regsef, shall be 
controlling. 

Drafting Note: The first paragraph of existing § 24.1-28 is deleted. It has become obsolete 
since the Virginia voter registration system has been in place for more than five years. The 
second paragraph is retained and reworded to clarity that the registration records in the 
possession of the general registrar shall be controlling in determining the registration status of a 
person. These records include the original application for registration and other voting and 
registration records which the general registrar maintains separately from the central registration 
records maintained in the Virginia voter registration system. 

§ M:1-58- 24.2-446 . Reconstruction of destroyed registration lleelis records .-Whenever the
registration eeelEs records of a county or city have been destroyed by fire or otherwise, tee 
eleete'FBI eem:e sllall instruet the State Board shall provide substitute active registration records 
obtained from the Virginia voter registration system � geaeral Fegis&=ar te preeeed fert1lwidl te 
reeeestraet sue& registfftaee eeeks 

� For active registration records not retrievable from the system, the general registrar 
shall give notice that he is reconstructing such l3eeks records by posting the notice at ten places 
in the jurisdiction or 1n1�lieaaea publishing it once in a newspaper having general circulation in 
the jurisdiction. 

In Stlefi- the reconstruction , the registrar shall place QpeB- on the registration lleeks ei: 
records the names of all voters known by him who have been previously registered, or who can 
show by evidence satisfactory to the registrar that their names were on the old beek&; records 
and who still reside in SUEil eleeeea distriet the county or city . 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1·58 is revised to clarify that the provision relating to the 
destruction and reconstruction of registration books pertains to the registration records 
maintained in the registrar's office. The general registrars receive substitute registration records 
for their jurisdictions from. the State Board through data obtained from the Virginia voter 
registration system. If the registrar's records were destroyed before information was entered into 
the system, the registrar is required to reconstruct these records as provided in existing 
§ 24.1·58. Certain procedures are required to be followed in reconstructing the records including
adequate notice in the registrar's_ jurisdiction.

§ � 24.2447 . Persons registered prior to this title.-Any person validly registered to
vote as of December 1, � 1993 , shall continue to be registered subject to the provisions of 
this title. 
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Dratting Note: New date has been inserted reflecting the effective date of the title revision. 

CHAPTER 5. 

CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE. 

Chapter Drafting Note: Proposed Chapter 5 is based largely on existing Articles 4 and 5 of 
Chapter 7 of Title 24.1. Proposed Article 1 states the qualifications and requirements which 
apply to all candidates for election. Existing sections are reorganized for clarity but substantive 
requirements are unchanged. 

The next three proposed articles address how candidates are to be selected and qualify, 
beginning with the procedures for independent candidates in proposed Article 2. Proposed Article 
3 states the general powers of political parties and the right of each to determine the method of 
nominating its candidates, and provides without substantive change the procedures for nominating 
and certifying candidates by means other than a primary. 

Proposed Article 4, the lengthiest of the articles, is devoted to the conduct of primaries. 
While there are not a large number of substantive changes, parts of the existing law are 
outdated and have been revised in the proposed article. The thrust of the changes is to clarify 
what is deemed a primary for the purposes of state law and when candidates may be nominated 
under the official �te primary system. In brief, primaries may be held only on the specified 
day in June or March, and parties can nominate by primary for special elections only if the 
primary can be scheduled on a regular primary date. Procedures by which parties nominate by 
informal elections, whether known as "firehouse primaries" or by some other name, are not 
deemed official state-sponsored primaries. 

The right of a political party to nominate another candidate if its original nominee dies or 
withdraws, and of other parties to nominate and independents to file in that event, is retained in 
proposed Article 5. Finally, proposed Article 6 addresses nominations for presidential elections. 
The only substantive change is to allow qualified third parties to name a new candidate upon 
the death or withdrawal of either of its candidates, just as the two major parties are allowed to 
do under existing law. 

Article 1. 

Qualifications and Requirements of All Candidates. 

§ 2 U 167 24.2-500 . Qualification of candidates t ffliBg stafeme&ts el fiaeeeiel ietefest aae el
qualifieeeees; ,efS&ll e&titled t& ha¥e name pfiated ea Ballet: -In order to qualify as a 
candidate for any office of the Commonwealth, or of its governmental units, a person must be 
qualified to vote for and hold that office. In order to bold any office of the Commonwealth or 
its governmental units, elective by the people, the candidate must have been a resident of the 
Commonwealth tor one year next preceding bis election and be qualified to vote tor that office . 

Ii Yell � a Pequifemeat el eaeElidaey tllat a writ:tea staieme&t el finaaeial imerests slleH he 
fflee � a eandid.Me fM Gevemef, Ueateaaat Gw:emer 6f Attem�· Geeefel with- tile Seepetary 
el tee CemmesweaUa; h¥ a eaedidate fef Senate * Heuse el Belegates witll- lite eleff el tile 
appFepFiate lleUse; � a eandidate leF a eeDSlimtieaal effiee with- the geeef&l Fegisa=af fef tile 
eeety M eify; aRe ey a eaedidate f&F memeer el t&e gevemiag � el aey ee11aty, ei*y; ef 

·tewn wia a ,a,alat:iee iB eKeeSS el 3;500 peFSees wHli: tile geaefal registmF lef � eeaat:y,
eif¥; er tewa;. ae statemest el fisaaeial interests SHH � taat speeified i& § 2.1 639.41 i9f=
eaadidates lef Ole Geae:ral 1t\ssemely aea- iB § 2.1 839.16 fef all etae¥ eantlidates. !llle feregeiag
Feeflliremest SBall Bel � t& a eaedidate fer reeleet-ien t& tee same effiee Jrevided that ee
Iles met tee feetaireme&t el aaau.ally filiBg a statemeat pllFS\l&&t te H 2.1 839.13, 2.1 839.H M ,
2.1 839.19. � Seeretary el tee Cemmeewealtli, eaelt eleFk; iaeladiag tee eleff el the leeal
gevemiag Wy witft. respeet t& statements filed- WHll Mm f)UFS\laat te § 2.1 639.14 A; aad eaea
geaeffil fegist,rar S&all tmesmit te tlte Stale l3eaM ef Eleet:iess, immediately aftef tee filiBg
deedlise estahlisaeEI aereisafl:er, a Yst el the eandidates, eetB- lef eleetfen aae i:eeleet:iee, wee
llaYe filed. statements ef fisa&eial iaterests; afKl the Seeretacy ef. tlie State BeaAi- S&aD ikWise tb:e
eppF-epriete leeaJ. eleeteF-Bl eeares &f the �

§ 24.2-501. Statement of qualification as requirement of candidacy.- It shall be a
requirement of candidacy for any office of the Commonwealth, or of its governmental units, that 
a person must file a written statement under oath, on a form prescribed by the State Board ef 
Eleeaeas , that he is qualified to vote for and bold the office for which he is a candidate. 
Every candidate for election to statewide office, the United States House of Representatives, or 

73 



the General Assembly shall file the statement with the State Board el �leeaens . Every 
candidate for any other office shall file the statement with the general registrar of the county or 
city where he resides. Each general registrar shall transmit to the State Board, immediately 
after the filing deadline estaelisb.ed tleFeiaaf.ter , a list of the candidates ; eeftl fer eleeaee &Be 
Feeleeees, who have filed suetl statements of qualification. 

� saelt- written statemeats stlall he fflee ey primary eaadidates Def l6fef: ttla& tile f.ili.Bg 
deadline 181= tile primary; ey all ettleF easdidetes fel: eity- asd- t&wft eeaaeils Bet lateF t:BBB +:Q9 
� ea ttle mst Tuesday ill Ma£elr, ey eaaEliElaies m speeial eleeaeas ey Ole mne el qualifyiag 
as a e&Bdid&t;e; aed � all � eaadidates Bet latef ttlaft +:00 p:m: ea tile- seeeed- Tuesday ilt 
Juae: 

Alty- statemeat fflquiFeEI t& he filed. puFSUaftt te Ws seetieR sltell he deemed te ee ameJy 
filed ii it is mailed pestage prepaid t& tb.e a,pFepFiate effiee ey FegistereEI er eemf.ieEl H1&H &IHI 
ii the effieial :Feeeipt tlleref.er he exllibited ea demaad aBEl it skews mailiag wfflHB � 
pFeserieed time limier. 

Tile State Beaf:4 el �leeaeBS may grant an eKteesien el any deadliae set feffk. aeFeiB leF 
filiBg eitllef: et= eetll- Wfi.i:lea statemeats aee stlaY aetify all eaadidetes ef tile eKteasiee wile lia¥e 
Bet filee thew statemems. AJitJ- eJEteBSiea sb.all ee g:Rl&teEI fer a flee ,eFieEl- el time el tea days 
ll=em tile date el tile mailieg &I tb.e Betiee el tile eKteesiea. 

9&ly a pef58ft fulfUliag all tee FeEl'HiFemeats ef a eaadidate stlall Ba¥e Bis BafBe i,riated ea 
*Ile MUet pt=e1.lideEI leF ilt tae eleee.ee. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. Existing § 24.1-167 is divided into five proposed 
sections and the language shown as stricken is incorporated into proposed §§ 24.2-502, 24.2-503, 
and 24.2-504 which follow. 

§ 24.2-502. Statement of economic interests as requirement of candidacy.-It shall be a
requirement of candidacy that a written statement of economic interests shall be filed by (i) a 
candidate for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General. with the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth, (ii) a candidate for Senate or House of Delegates with the clerk of the 
appropriate house, (iii) a candidate for a constitutional office with the general registrar for the 
county or city, and (iv) a candidate for member of the governing body or elected school board 
of any county, city, or town with a population in excess of 3,500 persons with the general 
registrar for the county or city. The statement of economic interests shall be that specified in § 
2.1-639.41 tor candidates tor the General Assembly and in § 2.1-639.15 for all other candidates. 
The foregoing requirement shall not apply to a candidate for reelection to the same office who 
has met the requirement of annually filing a statement pursuant to §§ 2.1-639.13, 2.1-639.14, or 
2.1-639.40. 

The Secretary of the Commonwealth, the clerks of the Senate and House of Delegates, the 
general registrar, and the clerk of the local governing body shall transmit to the State Board, 
immediately alter the filing deadline, a list of the candidates who have filed initial or annual 
statements of economic interests. The Secretary of the State Board shall notify the appropriate 
local electoral boards of the filings. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2·502 is taken from existing § 24.1-167 without substantial 
change, except that elected school boards are included. The term '"economic interests" rather 
than the existing "financial interests," is used to reflect the nomenclature now used in the 
cross-referenced sections of Title 2.1. 

§ 24.2-503. Deadlines for filing required statements; extensions.-The written statements of
qualification and economic interests shall be filed by (i) primary candidates not later than the 
filing deadline for the primary, (ii) all other candidates for city and town offices by 7:00 p.m. 
on the first Tuesday in March, (iii) candidates in special elections by the time of qualifying as a 
candidate, and (iv) all other candidates by 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday in June. 

A statement shall be deemed to be timely filed it it is mailed postage prepaid to the 
appropriate office by registered o_r certified mail and if the official receipt therefor, which shall 
be exhibited on demand, shows mailing within the prescribed time limits. 

The State Board may grant an extension of any deadline for filing either or both written 
statements and shall notify all candidates who have not filed their statements of the extension. 
Any extension shall be granted for a fixed period of time of ten days from the date of the 
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mailing of the notice of the extension. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-503 is taken from existing § 24.1-167 without substantial 
change. 

§ 24.2-504. Persons entitled to have name printed on ballot- Only a person fulfilling all the
requirements of a candidate shall have his name printed on the ballot for the election. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-504 is taken from existing § 24.1-167 with stylistic changes 
only. 

Article 2. 

Independent Candidates. 

§ 24.118& 24.2-505 . Netiee Declaration of candidacy required of eeeparty independent
candidates f sebedale feF gwiBg Betiee aB& fei= pai=ty eemiaaeees � DlaB- DY primary .-A. 
Any person, other than a candidate for a party nomination or a party nominee, who intends to 
be a candidate for any office ; to be elected by the qualified voters of the Commonwealth at 
large or of a congr�ional district ; shall eetily file a declaration of candidacy with the State 
Board &f Eleeaees, if;l wrieng, DY filing a deelaF&B:e& el eaedidaey , on a form prescribed by the 
&mte Board &f Eleeeees , attested ey fW& wialesses wae are qualified vetet=s el *lie eleee.ea 
distfiet � aeliRewledged ltefer.e seme effiee �emed t& take aelmewledgmeets t& deeds; &f 
11:is ieteBBe&, designating the office for which he is a candidate. The written aeeee declaration 
shall be attested by two witnesses who are qualified voters of the Commonwealth or of the 
congressional district, or acknowledged before some officer authorized to take acknowledgements 
to deeds. The declaration shall be signed by the candidate, but if he be is incapable of writing 
his proper signature then some mark adopted by him as his signature shall be acknowledged 
before some officer authorized to take acknowledgments to deeds aB& iB tile same manaer . 

9& Feeeipt el tile neeees FequiFed lleFehy tile The State Board el Eleetiees shall notify the 
respective secretaries of the · appropriate electoral boards el tile eleetiea distriet el tile eaatlitlaey 
el eeell- &f suell- pe,sens, wllieft eeeees sllall ee lefWtlflled ey tile state lleafe el Eleeeees 
immediately aRff tile eJEpif&&ee el tile peFietl fifing wMell eaadidates may giYe aeaee el tlleif 
eaadidaey as pi:eserilied lieff!ity of the qualified candidates who have so filed . 

B. Any person , other than a candidate for a party nomination or party nominee, who
intends to be a candidate for election to the General �mbly , shall giYe aetiee t& file a

declaration of candidacy with the clerk of the circuit court of the county or city where he 
resides ; wlHell- neaee . The declaration shall be in an respects the same as that required aeeve
hy ats seetie& to be given to the State Board el Eleetiees by statewide and congressional district 
candidates . 8ue& The clerk shall, within three days after tile ,eeeipt eE receiving the aetiee &IMl 
peetiees declaration , deliver it in person or transmit it by certified mail saell- aeeees , a&d
along with the petitions required by § 24.l 168 24.2-506 or copies thereof, to the seeFelary· M 
seer-eieAes &f *lie eleetef81 heaf:ds general registrars of the counties or cities wltese eleetefS ¥ete 
fef suea effiee; aa4 lie in the legislative district for delivery to the secretaries of the electoral 
boards. He shall transmit the names of the candidates who have filed with him to the State 
Board el Eleetiees immediately after the filing deadline. 

C. Any person , other than a candidate for a party nomination or party nominee, who
intends to be a candidate at any election for any other office ; shall giYe aetiee te file a 
declaration of candidacy with the general registrar of the county or city where he resides ; 
wliiell aetiee . The dedaration shall be in all respects the same as that required ae&11e ey tllis 
seeee& to be given to the State Board el Eleetiees by statewide and congressional district 
candidates . The general registrar shall, within three days after tile feeeipt ef receiving the 
B8tiee aae peetiees declaration , deliver it in person or transmit it by certified mail sue& 
eeaees , &B& along with the petitions required by § l 4.1 168 24.2-506 or copies thereof, to the 
seeff!� � secretaries of the electoral boards of the counties or cities whose electors vote for 
suell- the· office , a&& Ile . He shall transmit the names of the candidates who have filed with 
him to the State Board immediately after the filing deadline. 

D. If requested in writing by a candidate filing pursuant to subsections B or C , the
secretary of the electoral board shall notify him of any irregularity in the eetiee declaration or 
petitions which can be corrected prior to the filing deadline. 

& � aay effiee;- ReHee ef eaaaieaey ey eeeparty eaadidates saaa lte ffleEl aoo eemisetiens 
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BY pelitieal parties, ether thaft ey f)rim.ary, sBaH ee made aoo eempletea ift tae maRBeF 
pFeseril:ted BY l&W aeeeF-dieg t& tee ieUewieg sehedale: 

t-: � a geeeral eleetiea ill NeTJem.eer, at er eefere the time fiRe feF iBe elesiBg ef iBe 
,ells ea tee seeeeEl Taesday ill JaBe ReJEt preeediag tile eleetiea feF saek- effiees, 1.3re1;ided tftaf 
ee pelitieal paAy saaH- se eemieate ey means � t&aR- a primary met=e tka& thirty twe � 
Jffi6F ta SHell- Tuesday 

� fiH: a geeeral eleetie& ill May, at er eef&l:e iBe time fared. fer � elesiftg ef iBe pells &B 
the first T1:1esaay iB Mareh BeH 13reeediag tile eleetiea fer sBell effiees, pre¥ided teat ue 
pelit:ieal party s&all- se nemiaate ey means � taaa a primary meFe taaD tBiity twe days � 
t& SHeh, Taesda,y. 

& fiH: a speeial eleetiea: 

&: M least se11eaty fear days eefere a � eleetiea hele at tile same time as a Nevemeer 
geaei:al eleet:iea, &F WBere tae wFit ef eleetiee iss1ieEl f)UfSUaat t& § 2 4.1 76 aiFeets taat a � 
eleetiea ee aele at tile seeeaa easuiag geeeml eleetiea, at er eefere tile time mree fer tile 
elesiftg ef tile ,ells ea tile seeeeEl Taesday iB JUBe fleff preeediag SBe& eleetiea; 9f 

lr. M er hefere tee ame #ied- fer !lie elesiBg ef tile � ea tee fifSt Tuesday ifl: Mafeh f&r 
a � eleetiea li:ele- at tae same ame as a May geaei:a1 eleeties er pursuant te § 15.11954; et= 

� If it ee a speeial eleetiea eallee ey tile Ce·:emer, Sf)eaker ef the HetiSe ef Delegates, 
President ef the Senate, M 1n1fSUaat ta ; au 79, 9f pu:FSBaet t& law at a time � tMB- a 
geeef81 eleetiea, at least tlm=ty days eefere tile eleetiee er wialm fiYe days · ef aey writ ef 
eleeeen er eFder eeDiBg a speeial eleetiee t& ee Bele less t&aR tki#y fi:r:.•e eays aftel: tae issaaaee 
et tae wm &F eA1er. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The requirement in subsection A for "immediate" 
notification by the State Board is reworded and simplified. The notification is made after 
petitions and other filin� are verified. See, also, proposed § 24.2-511. Under proposed subsection 
B, the clerk is directed to transmit the declaration and petitions to. the general registrars who 
verify the petitions. Under current administrative procedures, the petitions are given to the 
general registrars by the electoral boards for verification and then returned to the boards. The 
provisions of stricken subsection B are included in proposed § 24.2-507. 

§ 2 u 168 24.2-506 . Wilen petitie& Petition of qualified voters required; number of signatures
required ; certain towns excepted .-The name of any candidate for any office , other than a 
party nominee aemiaatetl � suell metlled as Ms pelitieal f)8ffY us eliesen fer aemiaatiBg 
eaediEletes , shall not be printed upon any official ballots provided for the election , unless he 
shall file along with his aeaee- declaration of candidacy a petition therefor, on a form prescribed 
by the State Board ef Bleetiees , signed by the number of qualified voters specified below after 
January I of the year in which the election is held and listing the residence address of each 
such q1:1alified voter ; eaell- . Each signature te wlliell Iles on the petition shall have been 
witnessed by a person who is himself a qualified voter for the office for which he is circulating 
the petition and, in the case of a statewide office, is a resident of the same congressional 
district as the voter whose signature is witnessed, and whose affidavit to that effect appears on 
each page of the petition. 

Each voter signing the petition shall provide on the petition his social security number, if 
any; provided noncompliance with this requirement shall not be cause to invalidate the voter's 
signature on the petition. 

The minimum · number of signatures of qualified voters required for candidate petitions shall 
be as follows: 

I. For a candidate for the United States Senate, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney
General, a number equal to one--half of one percent of the number of voters registered in the 
Commonwealth as of January 1 of the year in which the petition must be filed and including at 
least 200 qualified voters from each congressional district in the Commonwealth; 

2. For a candidate for the · United States House of Representatives, a number equal to
one--half of one percent of the number of voters registered in the congressional district as of 
January 1 of the year in which the petition must be filed; 

3. For a candidate for the Senate of Virginia, 250 signatures;
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4. For a candidate for the House of Delegates , or for a constitutional office, &f l(ff
membefSlli:p e& Ole gevemiag �el� e01:1ety, eHYJ &f ieWft; 125 signatures; 

5. For a candidate for membership on the governing body or elected school board of any
county , or city, e, tewR- 125 signatures; or if from an election district not at large containing 
1,000 or fewer registered voters, 50 signatures; 

6. For a candidate Ai&BiBg f.l:em a ware &i= efllff Elismet net at l&fge for membership on the
governing body or elected school board of any town which has more than 1,500 registered 
voters, 3& 125 signatures ; or if from a ward or other district not at large, 25 signatures ; aB& 

+: 7. For membership on the governing body or elected school board of any town which has 
1,500 or fewer registered voters, no petition shall be required; and 

8. For any other candidate, 50 signatures.

-A eaaeidate let= &ffiee ill a t9Wft whiel1- nas l,&00 * � ,egisteFee � sllaD Bet ee 
Feq1:1iFee te file a ,etitiea � tllis seetiea. 

Drafting Note: The petition requirement provisions have been rearranged for greater clarity 
but no substantive change in the requirements is involved. 

§ 24.2-507. Deadlines for filing declarations and petitions of candidacy.-For any office,
declarations of candidacy and the petitions therefor shall be filed according to the following 
schedule: 

1. For a general election in November, by 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday in June;

2. For a general election in May, by 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday in March;

3. For a special election held at the same time as a November general election, either (i) at
least 74 days before the election or (ii) if the special election is being held at the second 
November election after the vacancy occurred, by 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday in June 
before that November election; 

4. For a special election held at the same time as a May general election, by 7:00 p.m. on
the first Tuesday in March; or 

5. For a special election held at a time other than a general election, (i) at least thirty days
before the election or (ii) within five days of any writ of election or order calling a special 
election to be held less than thirty-five days after the issuance of the writ or order. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-507 is taken from existing § 24.1-166 without substantive 
change. The times of the deadlines are stated as "7:00 p.m." etc. in the same style as proposed 
§ 24.2-503 and existing § 24.1-167.

Article 3. 

Nominations of Gandidates by Political Parties. 

§ 2 t.I 173 24.2-508 . Powers of political parties in general � eemieatiee by metllee etlle: ti!&&
EH£eet primary .-Each political party shall have the power to (i) make its own rules and 
regulations, (ii) call conventions to proclaim a platform , &f ratify a nomination, or for any 
other purpose, ane peaerm aD funetieBS iallereat ilt stteft eFge.eimtieas. 

&ell- P8ffY sllall lla¥e tee � t& (iii) provide for the nomination of its candidates, aBEl 
including the nomination a&& eleetien of its candidates for office in case of any vacancy, aB& 
(iv) provide for the nomination and election of its state, county eF , city eemmittee , ereept �
tllat tile , ·and district committees, and (v) perform all other functions inherent in political party
organizations.

§ 24.2-509. Party to determine method of nominating its candidates for office; exceptions.-A.
The duly constituted authorities of the state political party shall have the right to determine the 
method by which a party nomination for a member of the United States Senate or for any 
statewide office shall be made. The duly constituted authorities of the political party for the 
district, county, city, or town in which any other office is to be filled shall have the right to 
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determine the method by which a party nomination for that office shall be made. 

B. Notwithstanding subsection A, the following provisions shall apply to the determination of
the method of making party nominations. A party shall eooese te nominate its candidate for 
election for a General Assembly district where there is only one incumbent of suea that party 
for sueh- the district by the method designated by Stlek- that incumbent, or absent any designation 
by him by the method of nomination determined by the party t 00 that oo . A party shall 
elteese te nominate its candidates for election for a General Assembly district where there is 
more than one incumbent of saell- that party for Stieft- the district ey, aey met&eEI � taaB by 
a primary wit:e.eut tee eeeseet ef unless all suell- the incumbents ; J:)Feviaed dial if tliefe are Be 
ieeumeeets as eaeEliElates uaeer elaase -fit er � &ereef the& ate paffY sllall Eletermiee ae 
consent to a different method of nomination t aBEl � that oo . A party Wftiell. , whose 
candidate at the immediately preceding election for a particular office other than the General 
Assembly (i) was nominated its eaedieate f&f suell- e#iee by a primary , or suea eaedieate filed 
for a primary but was not opposed ; and suea eemieee (ii) was elected at the general election, 
shall elleese te nominate a candidate for the next election for SHell- that office ey aay meta.eEI 
� tBaR- by a primary , w-itlle1:1t the eeeseet � unless all incumbents of tile same that party 
for saell- that office consent to a different method . 

When, under any of the foregoing provisions, no incumbents offer as candidates for 
reelection to the same office, the method of nomination shall be determined by the political 
party. 

For the purposes of this seetiee subsection , any officeholder who offers for reelection to the 
same office shall be deemed an incumbent notwithstanding that the district which he represents 
differs in part from that for which he offers for election. 

A � seleetisg a nemieee feF aey effiee ey, aey metlled � taae Bf difeet �riffl8fj', 
saaH e&ly de se WHMR tlliFty PNe Eleys, ase oo mere; immediately f)Feeed.isg tile regalar J:)rilft&,Y 
aate estaelislleEI feF f)Ufl)eses el eemieatisg eaadidates feF tile effiee ift questiee. � limitetiea 
saaD, llewer:er, � ae effeet ea eemiaatiees eithef: fef Sf)eeial eleeeees &F f)UFS1:1aet te 
§ 24.1197.

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-172 is divided into proposed § 24.2-508 and 24.2-509 without
substantive change. Subsection A of proposed § 24.2-509 is taken from existing § 24.1-171 and 
inserted here with stylistic changes only. The last paragraph of existing § 24.1-172 is deleted 
because the provision will now be found in proposed § 24.2-510 (deadlines for nominations). 

§ 24.2-510. Deadlines for parties to nominate by methods other than primaiy.-For any
office, nominations by political parties by methods other than a primary shall be made and 
completed in the manner prescribed by law according to the following schedule: 

1. For a general election in November, by 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday in June;

2. For a general election in May, by 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday in March;

3. For a special election held at the same time as a November general election, either (i) at
least 74 days before the election or (ii) if the special election is held at the second November 
election after the vacancy occurred; by 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday in June before that 
November election; 

4. For a special election held at the same time as a May general election, by 7:00 p.m. on
the first Tuesday in March; or 

5. For a special election held at a time other than a general election, (i) at least thirty days
before the election or (ii) within five days of any writ of election or order calling a special 
election to be held less than thirty-five days after the issuance of the writ or order. 

In the case of all general elections a party shall nominate its candidate for any office by a 
non-primary method only within the thirty-two days immediately preceding the pri'mary date 
established for nominating candidates for the office in question. This limitation shall have no 
effect, however, on nominations for special elections or pursuant to § 24.2-539. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-510 is based on subsection B of existing § 24.1-166. See 
Drafting Note for proposed § 24.2-507. The final paragraph of the proposed section is taken from 
existing § 24.1-172 without substantive change. 
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§ 24.1 lfi9 24.2-511 . Party chairman to certify candidates ts ee eeftilied to State Eleetiee
Board and secretary of electoral board; failure to certify.- A. The state, district, or other 
appropriate party chairman shall certify the name of any candidate who has been nominated by 
his party by a method other than a primary for any office to be elected by the qualified voters 
of (i) the Commonwealth at large, &f a# (ii) a congressional district or el a General Assembly 
district, wit& Iles eee& eemieatee ey Ms pafty BY eeaveaeee &f etlleF mets.ea � aaa a 
primary, snail ee eeftilied BY tile eb.airmaa el tile '8ffY or (iii) political subdivisions joinUy 
electing a shared constitutional officer, to the State Board et Eleetiees not later than five days 
after the seeeed Tu�dey in June; aee ne fuftller fletiee el eaedideey &f petitiea sell he 
Feq11iFed last day for nominations to be made . Immediately fellewiag tile fiffll. day afteF the 
seeeee Taesday i& .June, tile The State Board shall notify the secretaries of every electoral 
board of the names of the candidates to appear on the ballot for such offices. 

B. The party chairman of the district or political subdivision in which any other office is to 
be filled shtul certify the name of any candidate for any ethff that office who has been 
nominated by his party by primary, eeat".Jestiee eF � a method sltaD ee eemlied BY the 
ehaiPIB8B et tae J)&ffY other than a primary to the State Board ef Eleeaees and to the secretary 
or secretaries of the electoral boards of Sue& the cities and counties in which the name of Sllell
the candidate SB&ll- will appear on the ballot not later than five days after the seee&e Tuesday 
in June &f in tee ease 91 a geaeml eleetiee iB May, set latef than fi¥e days afteF the fifSt 
Tuesday iB MaFell, aae. ee H1JtB:eF Retiee ef eaadidaey eF petitiea shall ee Fe(l1:1i:Fed; pFevided 
teet slieulfl. last day for nominations to be made. Should the party chairman fail to make such 
certification, the State Board et Eleetiees shall declare that the candidate is the nominee of the 
particular party and direct that his name be treated as if certified by the party chairman. 

c. In the case of a nomination for any office to be filled by a special election, the party
chairman shall certify the name of any candidate (i) by the deadline to nominate the candidate 
o:r (ii) not later than five days after the deadline if it is a special election held at the second 
November election after the vacancy occurred. 

D. No further notice of candidacy or petition shall be required of a candidate once the
party chairman has certified his name to the State Board. 

Dratting Note: The new provision in subsection A that the appropriate party officials notify 
the State Board of the names of candidates for shared constitutional offices facilitates the 
Board's existing practice of notifying local electoral boards that such names are to appear on 
the ballot. The requirement in subsection A for "immediate" notification by the State Board is 
revised. See Drafting Note for § 24.2-505. 

Subsection B removes the redundant requirement that the party chairman certify the names 
of candidates nominated by primaries for local offices. The local electoral board already has 
certified the results (see proposed § 24.2-532) and forwarded an abstract of the vote to the State 
Board (see existing § 24.1-150 and proposed § 24.2-675). 

Existing § 24.1-169 does not explicitly state the deadline for party chairmen to certify names 
of nominees for special elections. The administrative practice has been to require certification 
by the nomination deadline and proposed subsection C codifies this practice with the exception 
for special elections scheduled for the second November election following the occurrence of the 
vacancy. 

Article 4. 

Conduct of Primaries. 

§ 21.1179 24.2-512 . Primaries to be conducted in accordance with article.-A primary when
held shall be conducted in all respects under the provisions of this article. All references in this 
chapter to primaries shall be deemed to mean those elections held for the purpose of 
nomi_nating candidates as �uthorized by this article. 

Drafting Note: The second sentence is added to establish clearly that the use of the term 
"primary" applies only to those nominating elections held on regularly scheduled days 
established by law in March and June. Along with sections which follow, the proposed language 
intends to make clear that a primary cannot be called for special elections held at times other 
than May and November and that any informal "election" method that a party committee might 
adopt under its rules to nominate a candidate is not deemed a primary for purposes of state 
law. 

79 



§ 34.1 178 24.2-513 . Provisions as to general elections applicable.-All the provisions and
requirements of the laws of this Commonwealth in relation to the holding of elections shall 
apply to all primaries insofar as they are consistent with this article. 

Drafting Note: No change. 

§ 24.l 171 24.2-514 . To what nominations this article applies.-This article shall apply to the
nomination of candidates for saea- offices as SBall he aemi&atea by a direct primary held on the 
regular dates established in § 24.2-515 for the conduct of primaries, and to no other nominations. 
:i:ae f!i.ght te f)FeJJiee that a ll8ffY eemiaatiea shall- ae made BY a eireet primary er BY S9IRe 
ether mets.ea shaD ee aetermiaea as fella\\·s: tar a member ef tile Senate ift tile CeagFess · a, tile 
YBHee States; * tar aey Cemmeewealth effiee; ey tile Eiuly eensamted auts.erities el any 
f)elitieal party fer the CemmeaweaUb. at � tar any distriet effiee er memeer el tile Haase el 
Ref)reseatatir.res &f. the YBHee SaNeS; memeer el the General 1'\ssemb�, &F feF asy eity, tewlr, *
� effiee; hf the Eiuly eensiitated aats.erities ef any peliaeal � el the distriet, eeunty, 
� tewn, 01= atBer f)elitieal suaeiYisiee el tBe Cemmeawealts. ift whieB- saee- effiee is te ee 
fi.He&. 

BHs- A primazy is not authorized under this article SBall Bet awly to tile aemiaatiens ef 
nominate presidential electors, nor to tBe aemiaatiens ef nominate candidates to fill vacancies 
unless the candidates for nomination to fill vacancies are to be voted for on the regular date set 
by this ehaf)ter article for regalar primaries. 

Drafting Note: See drafting note for proposed § 24.2-512 for an explanation of the language 
added in proposed § 24.2-514. The stricken provisions have been incorporated into proposed 
§ 24.2-509.

§ 24.l 174 24.2-515 . Time primaries to be held.- � Primaries for the nomination of
candidates for offices to be voted on at the general election date in November shall be held on 
the second Tuesday in June next preceding such election. Primaries for .the nomination of 
candidates for offices to be voted on at the general election date in May shall be held on the 
first Tuesday in March next preceding such election. 

� Bte f)rimary eleeaee ift June aBfl Elle primary eleetien iB Mareft. sltall he f)&ie fer ey 
the treas11rer ef the eeaBty &f eity ift whieli suelt eleetieas are fteki.:

Drafting Note: The stricken language is moved to proposed § 24.2-518. 

§ 24.1-166.1. [REPEALED] �Jemiaatiea ey f)rimary in eertaiR Sl)eeial eleetiees. !... ™

prer;isieas ef fftis seetiea SBaH awly te aey 5f'eeial eleetiea fer aa attemey fer tBe 
Cemmeawealta iR eities aa¥iBg f)epulatiea betweee 194,999 afKI. 119,999 ereeFed te he aelEI 
tleJJemeer � m. 

& Bte primary ElaEe tar the seleetieB &f eaediElates fm: saell- Sl)eeial eleetiees SBall- ee 
Taeseay, Sef)temeer +; � 

&. � Eleelaraaea ef eaediElaey. required ey § 24.l 184 shall he fiJea Bet eaf'iier tBaa ftOOft 
ef the taiFty sixth Eley (Meaday, August � � aee Bet laier thaft a;OO p:m: &f. ts.e ts.ifty seeeefl 
eay (Friday, Augast i; � l)fi&f te the primary. 

9: Bte ehairmaa � c.liairmee reCiaireEl te fumisll tile Mmes &f eanElidates alMlef: § 24.1187 
SR8:H- ea se Bet � tha& the tv.1eaty eigllta flay (Tuesday, � � l98-2-t f}fier te the primary. 

& Bie statemeats reEfaired te he fileti wit& tae State Beare- &f Eleetiees � primary 
eaadiEiates UBeef § 24.l 187 sllaH ee fil.etl. Bet lafeF ts.aa the t-lliffy seeead eay (Friday, August 6; 
� j)Fier te the primary. 

F: It shall, IJe the � &f ts.e eleeteral ooards &f saea- eHies ef ts.is Cemmeawealtll � te 
IHWe the ealJefs i:,riatea fer the primary eleetiea as require a � § 2 u 199 at least � eays 
fee Wedaesday, � l8t !992-t prief: te the f)rimary er as seea tae1eafter as f)essiele alMl oo 
te eause te ae eeli·;ered te the registFar alMl seeretary e.f the eleeteral � iB aeeerdaaee witk
§ 24.1119 saffieieat ealJets fer aeseatee ¥etiRg f)H�eses at least � � prier te tBe
f)rimary 01= as seoo taereafter as f)essiale

G: Af)i:Jlieatieas f.9F aaseatee eallets sllaH ae f)reeesseEI as prer.rided ift Artiele + ef Clia-f)ter +
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H. Wit& respeet te iaeepeadeat eaadiflates aee � aamiaees seleeted ey any meaRS et&ff
aea a primaf'Y '* SBell eleetiens, tee pr-evisiens el � 34-:l seaa ee applie&l3le, eee,t tB6* 
� p:m:; Septemeer +; � sllall ee deemed tile deadline '* pur,eses et: all filing aBtl timiRg 
i:equiremeats, aae a paRy seleeeeg a aemiaee ey any met-lied et&ff tlt8ft ey eiFeet J:)rimary 
s1te11, ee se eelf wfflHft t-lliriy twe d8fSt aBtl ne mere; immediately preeediag Septemeer +; l-883: 

I:- fiH: pur,ases et: § 24.l l+&, tile State BeeFe- el Eleetiees sltall make i&EJlliFY el eaell � 
ellaiFmaB at leasi smy days� F-riday, .JHly 9; � prief te september :/-;�as te weetll.er 
a tlifeet primary ltas eeen adapted, &Rtl tile ellaiABea must file netifieatiea with tee Beefll. 118* 
less titan fifty eeys fey Meadej, � -1-9; � tHi&f te Septemeer +; 1,983; 

.J.: � easts el aB¥ primm:y eleeaea liekl pui=suaat te this seetien sllall ee pai& '* ey tile 
tffles11refS el tile eities ift WllieR- suelt eleetiees are liele 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-166.1 is repealed, its authorization of a special primary in 1982 
for a single office in one city long ago having fulfilled its purpose. 

§ 24.1 176 24.2-516 • Party to furnish names of chairmen and notify State Board of adoption
of direct primary ; � wlleB � reEJuires aemiaaeea te ee made et-llef'Wise .- lft tile IINHHll el 
.JaeuaFY eaeJl. yeM; eeee- Each political party within the Commonwealth shall furnish to the State 
Board el Bleeeees the names and addresses of its state, county , and city party chairmen in 
January of each year , and during the remainder of the year ; it shall notify the Board of any 
changes in such names and addresses. 

At least 120 days prior to the regular date for a primary the Board shall make iaqaiFY 
inquire of each state chairman and each county and city chairman as te whether a direct 
primary has been adopted. The Board shall alse advise each suell- chairman that notification to 
the Board of the adoption of a direct primary is required and must be filed with the Board not 
more than 11 O days and not less than 90 days before the date set for the primaries. 

Each chairman shall file timely written notice with the Board whether or not a primary has 
been adopted and identify each office for which a primary has been adopted. The requirement 
to notify the Board of the adoption of a direct primary shall be satisfied when the Board 
receives by the deadline (i) written notice from the appropriate party chairman or (ii) a copy 
of the written notice from an incumbent officeholder to his party chairman of the incumbent's 
selection, pursuant to § 24.l 172 24.2-509, of the primary as the method of nomination. 

Drafting Note: Language is added to require party chairmen to advise the State Board 
whether or not a primary has been adopted and the specific office for which adopted. The 
Board now requests this information in order to ensure that all primaries are properly 
scheduled. 

§ 24.1177 24.2-517 . State Board to order election.-The State Board el Eleetiees shall �
Feeeipt el tile Betiee order the holding of a primary election in any county, city , or other 
district of the Commonwealth in which it is se notified pursuant to § 24.2-516 that a primary is 
intended to be held. Sue& The notice ordering the primary shall be sent to the secretary of the 
electoral board. Each sueli- secretary shall forthwith post a copy of sue& the notice at the 
courthouse of suea- the county or city, or publish sue& the notice in a newspaper of general 
circulation in suel!- the county or city. 

Drafting Note: Stylistic changes only. 

§ 24.2-518. County and city treasurers to pay primary expenses; certain uses of machinery by
party.-The treasurer of the county or city in which the elections are held shall pay the· costs of 
primary elections. 

A political party may hold an election to select the members of its party committee at the 
same time and in the same places as a primary election without fee or charge for making use 
of the electoral machinery, provided that a primary to nominate the party's candidate for an 
office is in fact conducted on that primary date. Such elections for party committee members 
may be conducted by paper ballots or by voting machines in the discretion of the local electoral 
board. 
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The proper political party committee shall pay the costs ot using the election machinery at

aay other time tor the purpose of conducting other nominating procedures adopted pursuant to 
the rules of that party, ii such use is authorized by the otllclals having custody of the 
macJJinery. 

Dralt:lng Note: The first paragraph is taken from existing § 24.1·174. References in that 
section to primary elections conducted "in March" and "in June" are not carried forward in 
order to avoid any implication that primaries might be conducted at other times. 

The second paragraph is taken from existing § 24.1·180 without change, except for the 
addition of a clause to make clear that the party committee can exercise this option only if a 
primary has been scheduled. The party cannot require election officials to open the polls at 
public expense simply to elect party committees. The third paragraph recognizes that parties on 
occasion choose to nominate primaries") at times other than regular primary dates. This 
proposed chapter differentiates these informal procedures from the official primary proc�. 

§ lU 189. WBeft �may-use eleetef&l maeb.ieery witlleut ellarge. � a pelmeal �
ltelE1s e eleetiea t& seleel tile memeers el suea- P8ffY eemmittee ane SUeft eleetien is W at 
tile same time aaa ill tile same plaees as a primary eleetiea, ae fee 9f ellafge SA8II- ee maee &F 
FeQlliFed el suelt pelitieel � fef mak-iag use el *lie eleeteml maeliiae,y. � eleetieas fef 
party eemmit:tee memheFS � ee eesdaeted ey � eaUets et= ey YeaBg maeb.iBes m Ole 
dise:Fetiea &I the leeal eleeteral B9H&: 

Dratting Note: The substance of e;x:isting § 24.1-180 is included in the second paragraph of 
proposed § 24.2·518. 

§ 24.MSl. [REPEALED] � wlHH prim8ries e&Qmy aae � tff!8S1!Fers reEtQiFed le P8f
-,eases. :Nedliag in illis aftiele sllaD ee eeestRied te reqaire tile e&amy aaEl ety e=eesure,s te 
,a, 9Peases el m&Fe tHB, eBe primary llele hy any- eee f)6AY fef e&e eleetie&, Mt it � el 
tile sulleFdiB&te � eemmittees eall & primary at a date � tliaft. tile date fef the geaef&I 
primary, tile& lie e-,eases el lie primary eaYee hy saell s1:1heFdiaate � eemmittee sllaH- M 
paie, hy tile � eemmittee se ealliBg ff: 

Dratting Note: The provisions of eXisting § 24.1·181 are not included in the proposed new 
ti.Oe because they are outdated, confusing, and appear to contradict existing law. The section 
applied when Virginia had provisions for a second or "run off'' primary if no candidate received 
a majority in the first primary. The existing section incorrectly implies that primaries may be 
called by the parties at times and by procedures other than those found in the general law. 
Proposed § 24.2·518 contains the requirement that the party committee must pay for the use of 
election machinery used in nominating procedures conducted by the party at times other than 
the regular primary dates. 

§ au 183 24.2·519. Qualification of primary candidates.- ae B6Hle el a eedidate sllall Bet
lte pfialed u,ea aa, eUieiel � used- In order to qualify as a candidate at any primary &less 
sva , a person is must be legally qualified to hold the office for which he is a candidate ; 
UBless lie is eligilde and be qualified to vote in the primary in which he seeks to be a 
candidate. I& eFdel= te llelfl ey effiee el tile Cemmaeweeltli 9f its ge,·eAHBe&tal Hits; eleetir .. re 
� tile peeple, Ole eeadidtie must llaYe hee& & fesideat ef tile CemmenweaUll t9f eae ye. MM 
preeediBg IHs eleetiee t& � QeJ¥ a ,ersea mlfilliag all tile req&iFemems &I a eaaeidate slteH 
lt&Ye- Bis B&fRe pfillted en tile eallel pFevided. � ill tae eleetien. 

Dralting Note:. No change in substance. The first stricken sentence is stated in proposed 
§ 24.2-500. The last stricken sentence is included in proposed § 24.2·525.

§ U.l 18t 24.2·520. Declaration of candidacy required.- A:� Ba1Be el a A candidate for
aominatioa by primary for any office shall B8* be pristed en aay effieiel hellet used at a 
primary Hies&; � eariief ib.a& nee& el tile sevemy se1JeMl1 flay aB& Bel � tile& i:e9 p;a. el 
Hie siJEtietll def eelefe tee f)rimary, ite sliell required to flHll£e aBEl file a written declaration of 
candidacy on a form prescribed. by the State Board el EleetieBS; &11& es eemplied � tile 
Alles aB4 regulaaees el tile pFeper eemmittee ef Ms � . The declaration Fequifed � &is 
seet:ie& shall include the name of the political party of which the candidate is a member, a 
designation of the office for which he is a candidate, and a statement that, if defeated in the 
primary, bis name is not to be printed on the ballots for that office in the succeeding general 
election. The declaration shall be acknowledged before some officer who bas the authority to 
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take tBe acknowledgments to deeds, or attested by two witnesses who are qualified voters of the 
election district. 

B:- -AwJ- eaediElate ler aemieaaea l6f YBitee &iates Seaater, Ge1JeFRer, Lieatesaat Cevemer � 
t..ttemey GeaeF&l sell lile tlte eeelaraeea re(l11iret1 ill: sueseetiea A el � seeeee aae tne 
fiHRgs r-e'fuired m § �u 188.1 � � State Beafa el Bleeeees Bet eaffiel: '8aR .Be&B: el � 
seve&ty seveat:11 fiY and Bet latel= tJta& i:00 ,-:m. el tee siMi.et:11 eay � tlte primary. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Proposed § 24.2-522 includes the provisions stricken 
from existing § 24.1-184. 

§ 24.1185 24.2-521 . Petition required to accompany declaration; number of signatures
required.- :i:lie B&Rte &f a A candidate for nomination by primaIY tor any office shall net be 
pfieted -upea ·aay ef.fieia1 � used- at any primary 1IBless lie SB8ll required to file with his 
declaration of candidacy a petition for his name to be printed on the official primary ballot 
t:llerefer , on a form prescribed by the State Board el Bleeeens , signed by the number of 
qualified voters specified below after January 1 of the year in which the election is held or 
before or after said date in the case of a March primary, and listing the residence addr� of 
each such qualified voter , eaelt- . Each signature t& wllie& lies on the petition shall have been 
witn�d by a person who is himself a qualified voter eligible to vote for the office for which 
he is circulating the petition and, in the case of a statewide office, is a resident of the same 
congr�ional district as the voter whose signature is witn�d, and whose affidavit to that effect 
appears on each page of the petition. 

Each voter signing the petition shall provide on the petition his social security number, if 
any; provided noncompliance with this requirement shall not be cause to invalidate the voter's 
signature on the petition. 

The minimum number of signatures of qualified voters required for primary candidate 
petitions shall be as follows: 

I. For a candidate for the United States Senate, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney
General, a number equal to · one-half of one percent of the number of voters registered in the 
Commonwealth as of January 1 of the year in which the petition must be filed and including at 
least 200 qualified voters from each congressional district in the Commonwealth; 

2. For a candidate for the United States House of Representatives, a number equal to
one-half of one percent of the number of voters registered in the congressional district as of 
January 1 of the year in which the petition must be filed; 

3. For a candidate for the Senate of Virginia, 250 signatures;

4. For a candidate for the House of Delegates , or for a constitutional office, SF fM
memhefSJiip ea the ge1.;cemieg Wy &f aay eeuety, eity, M *8WB; 125 signatures; 

5. For a candidate for membership on the governing body of any county , or city, 9f tewft.
125 signatures; or if from an election district not at large containing 1,000 or fewer registered 
voters, 50 signatures; aBfl 

6. For a candidate for membership on the governing body of any town which has more than
1,500 registered voters, 125 signatures; or if from a ward or other district not at large, 25 
signatures; 

7. For membership on the governing body of any town which has 1,500 or fewer registered
voters, no petition shall be required; and 

8 . For any other candidate, 50 signatures. 

A eanElieate f8f! effiee iB a t&wB wMek- has � M fewer registered Y9tefS sllell Bet ee

required te me a petitiea UBElef tllis seetien. 

Drafting Note: The petition requirement provisions have been rearranged for greater clarity. 
The only substantive change is the addition in subdivision 6 of the requirement for only 
twenty-five signatures in town ward elections. The 1987 General A$embly added this language to 
the petition requirements for general elections but failed to do so for the primary. 
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§ 24.l 188 24.2-522 . 1-iliBg deelaF&tien el eaaaide.ey wkk- elle.irm&R. When and to whom

filings to be made.-A. Declarations of candidacy, petitions, and receipts indicatlng the payment 
of filing tees shall be filed not earlier than noon ot the seventy-seventh day and not later than 
5:00 p.m. of the sixtieth day before the primary. 

B. Except as provided in § 24.1188.1 subsection C, candidates for nomination shall file their
deelanmea declarations, petitions, and receipts with the chairman or chairmen of the several 
committees of the respective parties. 

§ 24.1186.1. riliBgs � eaaEliElates lef statewide efliee. A. C. Any candidate for nomination
for United States Senator, Governor, Lieutenant Governor , or Attorney General shall file with 
the State Board el Eleetiees ae fellewiag: l: His (i) his declaration of candidacy as pFer.riseEI ia 
§ 24.1184; a8El 3: � , (ii) the petitions for his candidacy req1:1iFed 8¥ § 2U 18& , sealed in an
envelope to which is attached t & A a written statement under oath by the candidate giving his
name and the number of signatures on the petitions contained in SYell, the envelopes t , and 4: A
(iii) a receipt indicating the payment of his filing fee as pi:er.iided i& f 24.1199 .

& The State Board el :Slediees shall transmit the material desig&ateEI i& �&ra8fflt)lls � 3; 3;
aati 4 el sueseeties A el d!is seetien so filed to the state chairman of the party of the candidate 
on the fifty-ninth day before the primary. t: The sealed envelope containing the petitions for a 
candidate may be opened only by the state chairman of the party of the candidate. 

Dratting Note: Proposed § 24.2-522 combines existing §§ 24.1-186 and 24.l-i86.l. Subsection A 
is taken from existing § 24.1-184. 

§ 24.1198 24.2-523 . Candidates to pay fee a,ea, before filing.-Every candidate for
nomination for any office at any primary shall, before he files his declaration of candidacy, pay 
a fee equal to two � ee&Nm percent of one year's minimum salary attached to the office for 
which he is candidate in effect in the year in which he files. 

In case of a eaadiElate feF an office for which compensation is paid in whole or in part by 
fees, the amount to be paid by suell a candidate as his contribution for tbe payment of the 
expenses of the primary shall be fixed by the proper committee of the respective parties. 

If there is no salary or fee attached to the office the fee for primary expenses shall be five 
dollars. This provision includes candidates for party committees in § 24.1189 24.2-518.

Dratting Note: Stylistic changes only. 

§ 24.1199 24.2-524. To whom fees paid; refund of fees.-™ lees saall ee pe.i4 as feYews:

� A. Candidates for United. States Senators, for representatives in Congress, and for the 
offices of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General shall pay saell- the primaly fee 
to the Treasurer of the Commonwealth. The primary fees paid, te sue& Treas&FeF shall be 
credited by Mm the Treasurer to a fund to be known as the "state primary fee fund." 

IB *lie eYeat a f)Fespeeti11e eaaElieate � tile fee te sueli TFeae1:1rer, ·aaa eees net heeeme e 
eaaElidate, saell The Treasurer shall refund the fee by warrant upon the state primary fee fund t 
aBtl in the event the prospective candidate WR& Iles pe.ie tile lee does not become a candidate, 
becomes a candidate and is not opposed, or i& tile eYeBt a eane.idete must refile for any reason 
, tile Treasurer saall '8¥ Ne& tile lee � waffBBt a,ea, tile � primary fee W 

� B. All other candidates shall pay the fee to the- treasurer , or director of finance if there 
is no treasurer, of the city or county in which they reside. A Feeeipt '* tile payment 8' suell 
lee must e.eeemf)aBY &B& he attaelied t& tBe deelare.tiea el eanEliee.ey; etlieFWise Die same sb&ll 
Bet he reeei1;eE1 � filetb- IB tile e¥eBt a ;prespeetir.te eaediElate pays t:lie lee t& a eHMY er eity 
treesai=er er EliFeeter ef fisaeee aee El&eS Bet heeeme a eaaElidate, tile The treasurer or director 
of finance shall pay back the fee in the event the prospective candidate does not become a 
candidate , or iB *lie eYeBt becomes a candidate and must refile for any reason ; tile tl'e&!MIFer 
M EliFeeter el finaaee saaH- pay 98elE tile fee . In the event the candidate wll& paid- tile fee is 
unopposed, the State Board el EleetieB5 or the local electoral board, as appropriate, shall notify, 
no le� than forty-five days before the primary, the treasurer or director of finance to whom the 
fee was paid that the candidate is unopposed and shall provide the name and mailing addre$ 
for returning the fee to the candidate. The treasurer or director of finance promptly shall return 
the fee to the candidate. All other primary fees paid a county or city treasurer or director of 
finance shall be paid or placed to the credit of the fund of the county or city out of which the 
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expenses of the primary were paid by the county or city. 

C. A receipt for the payment of the fee must be attached to the declaration of candidacy;
otherwise the declaration shall not be received or filed. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The requirement to attach the receipt for the filing 
fee is stated in a separate subsection to make it plain that the requirement applies to all offices. 

§ 24.2-525. Persons entitled to have name printed on ballot.-Only a person meeting all the 
qualifications and fulfilling all the requirements of a candidate, and who has complied with all 
the rules and regulations of his party, shall have his name printed on the ballot provided for the 
primary election. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-525 incorporates provisions found in existing §§ 24.1-183 and 
24.1-184. 

§ 2 u 175 24.2-526 . Primary not to be held when •� than two candidates
declare.-Whenever within the time prescribed by this article there is only one declaration of 
candidacy in a political party for the nomination for any office, the person filing sue&- the 
declaration shall be declared the nominee of saell- the party for the office for which he has 
announced his candidacy and his name shall not be printed on the ballot for the primary. Ne 
primary sllaH he llekl fef ae eemieauee el eaedidetes fef effiee wnes- ae alKllerities el a 
peliaeal P8ffY, aeaeg WitBiB tee EliseFet:iee � iB Olem IJy tlHs eaa,ter, sllall Fequire tile 
aemiaat:iee te � � etllerwise. Whenever within the time prescribed by this article there is 
no declaration of candidacy in a political party for the nomination for any office, the 
appropriate committee of suEh the party may provide for an alternative method of nominating a 
candidate as sep11latea tifi8ef' f 24.1 172 

Dratting Note: The second sentence is stricken because existing § 24.1-171 and proposed 
§ 24.2-509 already give the party the authority to determine the method of nominating its
candidates.

§ 24.1187 24.2-527 . Chairman to furnish State Board and local electoral boards and- State
Eleetiee ReaN with names of candidates.-It shall be the duty of Sllell- the chairman or 
chairmen of the several committees of the respective parties to furnish the name of any 
candidate tor nomination for any office to be elected by the qualified voters of the 
Commonwealth at large or of a congr�ional district or of a General Assembly district to the 
State Board ef Eleetiees , and to furnish the name of any candidate for any other office to the 
State Board and to the electoral boards charged with the duty of preparing and printing the 
primary ballots. Suell- The chairman shall also certify the order and date and time of filing for 
purposes of printing the ballots as prescribed in § 24.1188; eeept 24.2-528, provided that the 
State Board el :Sleetieas shall determine the . order and date and time of filing for candidates for 
United· States Senator, Governor, Lieutenant Governor , and Attorney General for such purposes 
el JJri&tteg tee eaHets as 1,u=eserillea iB § 24.1188 . Each Slff!ft- chairman shall comply with the 
pre•.tisiee provisions of this section not l� than fifty-five days before the primary. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1173 24.2-528 . GaBElidtHe net No primary candidate to be nominated by convention.
No party which has adopted the pl&& method of making aemiaatieBS a nomination for an office 
by primary pursuant to § 24.2-509 , shall haYe '8e pewer t& nominate by a convention any 
candidate to be voted for at � pame:alar that primary. 

Drafting Note: No substantive changes, other than to make the language more specific to the 
choice· by the party for each year and office. Existing § 24.1-173 uses language implying a 
general party plan for all nominations, which no longer applies. 

§ 24.1 188 24.2-529 . Primary ballots.-The primary ballots for the several parties taking part
in a primary shall be composed, arranged, printed, delivered , and provided in the same manner 
as the general election ballots except that aemss. at the top of each official primary ballot shall 
be printed in plain black type the date ef die primaey, the name of the political party , and 
immediately 11ademeatli the fellewieg words "Primary Election llallet ." The names of the 
candidates for various offices shall appear on the ballot in an order determined by the prier-ities 
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priority of the time of filing for the office. In the event two or more candidates file 
simultaneously, the order of filing shall then be determined by lot by the electoral board or the 
State Board el :Slee�eas as in the case ol a tie vote tor the otllce . No write-in shall be 
permitted on ballots in primary elections. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 2U 182 24.2-530 . Who may vote ln primary .-All persons qualified to vote, pursuant to §
a+:1-4+ § 24.2-400 through 24.2-403 , te w'9 at � eleetiea lef wMea- ae pfimary is IH!IEI; may 
vote at the primary � eee,t Yi8f a& . No person shall vote for the candidates of more than one 
party. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.l 189 24.2-531 . Pollbooks and ballot boxes.-There shall be pollbooks in the form set
forth in § 24.1 l3e 24.2-611 and a separate ballot box provided for each party taldng part in any 
primary. The ballot box for each party shall have plainly marked upon its top the words , 
"Primary Ballot Box" , and immediately QB6eF tile weRls the name of the party wBiell uses � 
seme . The officers of election shall enter on the cover of the pollbook, if not entered 
previously, the name of the party wh�e voters are recorded therein. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1191 24.2·532 . Abstracts of votes ; law-enforcement officer to obtain returns not
forwarded .-As soon as the electoral board shall determine the persons who have received the 
highest number of votes for nomination to any such office, the secretary of the board shall 
immediately make out abstracts and certificates of the votes cast as provided in § 2U liO, a&& 
24.2-675 and forward certified copies thereof to the State Board. The secretary in addition shall 
place certified copies thereof SHll he � in an envelope h¥ tile seer-etary and fef'W&fded 
forward them in person or by certified mail as fellews: 181= Yaited- States Seaater and state 
effieeFS te Die � Beartl- &f Eleetiees; (i) for members of the House of Representatives of the 
United States, to the chairman of the congre$ional district committee aaa te � Sale Beard- ef 
Eleet:iens; , (ii) for members of the General Assembly, to the chairman of the Senate or House 
of Delegates district committee 8BEl � State Beafd. &f �eetieas; , and (iii) for county and city 
and district officers, to the chairman of the county or city. � ellairm&B m= elleirmen 
llefeiaeelere :Feleffed t& aFe "Chairman" means the chairman w ellairmes of the political party 
6f p&ffies under whose auspices the primary is held. 

§ 24.1193. I.aw ealereem.ent effieef t& eMeift PeB:tFBS net feFW&Aled. If lf&m any � 9f 

� the abstract of votes shall not have been received by the State Board &f Eleeaens from any 
county or city within six days after any state primary election, it the Board shall dispatch a 
law-enforcement officer to obtain them as provided in § a U Ui3 24.2-678 . 

Dratting Note: Proposed § 24.2-532 combines existing §§ 24.1-19� and. 24.1-193 without change 
in substance. 

§ 24.1199 24.2·533 . Pellheek retained ey � Party chairman entitled to copy pollbook at
own expense .- AAef � wte aas eeea weftaiaed, the The chairman of the party shall be 
entitled, at his own expense, to copy the pollbook retained by the clerk of court after it has 
been returned by the secretary of the electoral board in accordance with § 24.1143 24.2-671 . 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. The cross reference to § 24.2-671 corrects an 
erroneous cross-reference in existing § 24.1-190. 

§ 2 U 192 24.2-534 . Returns tabulated by State Board &f Eleet:ieBS ; when nominee
declared.-As soon as possible after receipt of the certified abstract and not later than fourteen 
days after the day of the election , the State Board el Eleetieas shall open and tabulate the 
returns. Upon t:lte completion of Slleli the tabulation the Board shall declare the nominee in the
manner and form as it does in general elections. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. 
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§ 24.l 179 24.2-535 . Vote required to nominate.�Any candidate for party nomination to any
office who receives a plurality of the votes cast by his party shall be the nominee of his party 
for suelt that office and his name shall be printed on the official ballots used in the election for 
which the primary was held. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1194 24.2-536 . Procedure te HII ·J&eaaeies eaw;ee ey eeatll; resigaetiee e, FemeY&l
when a vacancy in office occurs less than sixty days before primary date .-Whenever, by 
reason of the death, resignation , or removal of the incumbent, a vacancy in any office sllaD 
eeeu: occurs less than sixty but more than thirty days before the regular date fie& � 
§ 24.1174 for the holding of a primary, l:M met=e � WAy MYS hefel:e suell- date;- the properly
constituted party authorities may permit the filing of declarations and petitions of candidacy for
nomination for that office in the primary t& suell elliee . Notice of suell- the vacancy and the
right to file declarations and petitions of candidacy for nomination to fill ae same it shall be
advertised by the party committee or committees in at least one newspaper of general
circulation within the Commonwealth , if it be an office filled by election by the people at large,
and ift ease el aY � effiees, in the manner prescribed by the properly constituted party
authorities in the case of all other offices . No suell: declaration and petitions of candidacy shall

· be filed with the committee or committees until such advertisement is llae made , nor within
MeeB- twenty days prior to the date for holding the primary. Declarations and petitions of
candidacy filed pursuant to this section shall comply in eve.zy respect, except for the time of
filing, with the requirements established generally tor such declarations and petitions in this
artide.

If more than one person qualifies, the party chairman shall promptly certify their names to 
the State Board and the appropriate electoral boards as having qualified under the provisions of 
the section. The electoral boards having charge of the printing of the otlicial ballots for the 
prim81j' shall either; 

1. cause to be printed on the ballot the name of each person so certified, or

2. If the official ballots have already been printed, cause separate ballots to be printed tor
the office for which the persons have qualified pursuant to this section. 

In the event that only one person qualifies as a candidate under the provisions of this 
section, the person so qualifying shall be declared the nominee of his party for that office and 
his name shall not be printed on the primary ballot. 

In the event that no person qualities as a candidate under the provisions of this section, or 
that the vacancy occurs less than thirty days before the primary, the appropriate committee of 
the political party shall determine the time and method of nominating its candidate for the 
office. 

Drafting Note: The first part of proposed § 24.2-536 continues existing § 24.1-194 without 
changes in substance, except that the deadline for filing under these circumstances is increased 
from fifteen to twenty days before the primary. The twenty-day deadline more recently has been 
used in existing provisions addressing other emergency situations (see the following two proposed 
sections) and is a more realistic timetable to allow for preparation of ballots. 

The new language is patterned after the provisions in existing § 24.1-195 which outlines 
procedures to be followed when the party's "nominee by default" dies or withdraws. Existing 
§ 24.1-194 provides no direction as to preparation for the primary election under the situation
addressed by this section.

§ 24.1195 24.2-537 . When- Procedure when nominee by default dies or withdraws or
nomination is set aside prior to primary.- A H any person who shall would have been 
nominated as the candidate of a political party for any office in any general election by reason 
of the fact that he is was the only person who eas filed the required ReBee declaration of and 
petition for candidacy dies or withdraws as sue& the party candidate, or his nomination is set 
aside for failufe ie meef the FeEtBiFemeets et § 2 U 186 any reason , at a eme wMell is thirty 
days or more before the day on which suell- the primary would have been held if two or more 
candidates had qualified, the appropriate committee of the political party shall determine the 
time and method of nominating its candidate for the office. 

B. If the party committee determines that the party's nominee shall be elected at the
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scheduled primary, any person desiring to become a candidate for nomination by sue& the party 
at !Nelt- that primary who is otherwise qualified may file a a8*iee declaration of and petition for 
his candidacy with the proper chairman 9f eliaiABea of his party committee M eemmittees . No 
person whose nomination has been set aside for fraud knowingly participated in by the 
candidate, or other person who knowingly participated in such fraud, shall be deemed qualified. 
Suell- eetiee The declaration and petition shall comply in every respect ; � es t& � time el 
filiBg same; with the requirements wMe& applied t& tile q'l:lalifieeea as a pr4mary e&Baidate &I 
tile aemiaee wll& HS 4iee eP 'i'riflitlF&WB, 9f wllese aemiaet:iea lias heeft • aside: S1:le& Betiee 
established generally for such declarations and petitions in this article, except that the 
declaration and petition shall be filed at least twenty days before the day on which the primary 
is to be held. 

If more than one person qualifies, the party chairman eP ellairmen shall promptly certify 
their names to the State Board and the appropriate electoral � 9f boards as having qualified 
under the provisions of this section. The electoral eeaftl 9f boards having charge of the printing 
of the official ballots for sues- the primary election shall either : � eause 

1. Cause to be printed thereon the name of every person so certified t& H es quali�ag as
pr,e·;ided i& f&is seeaen ,or 00 ii 

2. II the official ballots eeatainiag tile names el eaatlidates fM tile � aemiaatiea f9f
aaetlieF effiee 9f eYlef effiees have already been printed, taey. may cause separate ballots to be 
printed for the office for which two or more persons have qualified pursuant to the provisions 
of this section aae PFiBt tb.erees tile B8IReS el well- pefSeB5 eemfietl te H es se ttuali�ag . 

In the event that only one person qualifies as a candidate at aay He& pr4muy in 
accordance with the provisions of this section, SQM the person so qualifying shall be deemed te 
ee Qe 1n1mery declared the nominee of his party for Site& that office and his name shall not be 
printed on as, � tiSe4 in sue& the primary ballot . 

In the event that no person qualifies as a candidate pursuant to the leregeiag provisions of 

this section, or that the death or withdrawal or setting aside of candidacy of any such party 
nominee should occur at a time which is less than thirty days prior to any such primary, the 
� aemisee sllaH net � seJeaed at sell- pAfll&1Y. :aie state ee&tfal eemmiltee, 8f etb.ef 
appr-epAete state; tlistAet; � 8f ee1:lBty eemmittee el Sllell- p&Ay; sbell by reseJatiea pFeelaim 
die time; piaee; aaEi maBBeF appropriate committee of the political party shall determine the 
time and method of nominating its candidate for sues- the office ; el wMell- at least Q:ifty � 
,aMie aeaee sltaH- � eameEI ill tile PfeSS; aae suell- easdidate SHH, � aemiaated iB eealef!Bity 
WHl1- � reseh1aes aae pr-eelamae.en el ate f)8FfY eem.mittee. 

C. No party ; lleweQef, shall nominate any person whose nomination has been set aside for
fraud knowingly participated in by the candidate, or any other person who knowingly 
participated in such fraud. 

Drafting Note: The only substantive change is in subsection A, where the party is authorized 
to decide whether to continue with a primary if the only declared candidate ceases to be a 
candidate. The party should have the latitude to consider the short time frame and other factors 
which might affect the conduct of a primary campaign and the availability of new candidates, 
and to determine whether the primary or another method would best serve the party's interests. 

§ 2 U 196 24.2-538 . Procedure when opposed candidate for nomination dies prior to
primary.-If any person who is a candidate for nomination by a political party at a primary 
election, and who, along with one . or more other candidates, has qualified to have his name 
printed on the offf cial ballot for the primary, dies thirty days or more before the day on which 
the primary is to be held, any person otherwise qualified who desires to be a candidate at Ne& 
that primary may file a � declaration of and petition for his candidacy with the proper 
chairman M ell&irmen of his party committee eP eemmittees . Suell aeeee The declaration and 
petition shall comply in every respect ; � es t& tee eme el filing same; with the 
requirements wMe& a,plied t& tile qaalif.ieatiea as a primary eaaeitlete &I tile eaaElidate wae lta5 
eiee:- 81:lell aeaee established generally tor such declarations and petitions by this article, except 
that the declaration and petition shall be filed at least twenty days before the day on which the 
primary is to be held. 

The party chairman or chairmen shall promptly certify the names of every such person to 
the State Board and appropriate electoral De8M- eP boards as having qualified under the 
provisions of this section. Every electoral board having charge of the printing of official ballots 
for Slleli the primary election shall either : � eause 
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1. Cause to be printed thereon the name of every person so tt,uali#yiag as pFevided ift tltis
sediee certified , or fet; if 

2. If the official ballots have already been printed aBd- � a,,eat= dlereen the names el
e&Bdidates leF saell paAy!s eeminaeee feF eedleF &ffiee er etaet: ef.fiees, aad;- &Is&; tee names 
el SYell- paAy!s eaadidates fer sue& effiee fer wMelJ.. new eaadidates llaYe qualified puPSuaat te 
tBts seeeea, sue& eleeteml IMMtFe may i& its Elisefetiee eause te ee strieken ff6Rl suelt MHets 
already pFieted iBe title el ae effiee in1;eJ:t:ed aB& tee B&meS el all eae.didates feF eemiaeeen 
leF saell- effiee appeariag dlereea, ane cause separate ballots to be printed for SUE& the office 
8Btl plaee � pFiBt thereon containing the names of those candidates other than the decedent 
who have theretofore qualified (exeluding tile deeetleBt), and else the names of those certified 
to it as having qualified pursuant to the provisions of this section. The board may, in its 
discretion, cause to be striclcen from the ballots already printed the title of the office involved 
and the names of all candidates for nomination for the office appearing thereon. 

Whenever any additional candidate shall qualify pursuant to this section, no ballots 
theretofore cast by absentee vote for a candidate for such office shall be counted, but any 
person who has so voted shall be entitled to receive a new ballot and to vote for his choice 
among all the candidates for such office. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

Article 5. 

Death, Withdrawal, or Disqualification of Party Nominee. 

· § 2U 197 24.2-539 . Party may nominate when nominee dies, refuses eaadidaey withdraws ,
or nomination is set aside l9f mme ; duty of party chairman.-Should the nominee of any party 
die, 9f reluse Ms eaedidaey Withdraw , or if have his nomination is set aside for IFaae er any 
etlief reason l:lefWeea 8Bf pfimery 8BEl Ole sueeeediag eleee.es , ey the party may nominate to 
fill sues- the vacancy in accordance with its own rules ; eHePt. Olat ae . A candidate who has 
been disqualified for failing to meet the filing requirements of Article I of this chapter shall not 
be renominated. No party shall semieate renominate any person whose nomination has been set 
aside for fraud knowingly participated in by the candidate. The party chairman or chairmen 
shall promptly certify the name of any such nominee to the appropriate electoral he&ffl er 
boards and the nominee shall promptly comply with the filing requirements of Article 1 of this 
chapter. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-539 combines existing § 24.1-197 and parts of existing 
§ 24.1-110 in order to bring together provisions relating to replacing a party nominee who dies,
withdraws, or is disqualified. The substance of existing law and practice is unchanged.

§ 24.l 119. P-Iaeiag additie&&I aame en eallet � � aemi&ee eies &¥ widldmws altef
e�iFatiea el time feF EfU&lilyi&g. "Wlleae1JeF aey eaadidate el a pelitieal paff¥ wile lies eeea 
aemi&ated ill aey pnmary eleeeea 9f eear:.reatiea, 9f � aey etlief lewtul meaes, eies 9f 
wifltEIF&WS as a eeadidate at a time wae& it is tee late � tile general stamtes lef e 
eaadidate feF Ote effiee i&?elved te qualif.y te llaYe Ms same priiKed ea iBe effieial ballet l9f 
Ute geee:FBI eleeeea, it sttaa ee peffftissilJle lef llis pelitieal P8ff¥ te aemieate aee- file tee 
required netiee el a diffeA!at eaadidate puPSHaBt te § 2U 197. A eae.didate WA& Iles eeea 
disEflialified l9f laHi&g te meet ae fi.liag Fe(fUireme&tis el § 24.1187 saall ee deemed te llaYe 
wUlulFSWB 88& s1ieJ1 Bet Be B91RiBated. 

§ 24.2-540. Other parties may also nominate; independent candidates.- Any other political
party sllell- may also lte peRBitted te nominate and file the required notice of a new candidate 
pursuant to § au 19+ 24.2-539 if the candidate who died , 9f withdrew , or had his nomination 
set asid� was unopposed by that party. A nonparty candidate shall also be permitted to file a 
notice · of candidacy whether or not the candidate who died , 9f withdrew , or had his 
nomination set aside was opposed by a nonparty or party candidate. 

Any such party or nonparty candidate shall file any statement or petition required of him by 
§§ 24.l Hi& Mifeagll 24.l Ui8 Article 1 or Article 2 of this chapter . 

§ 24.2-541. Printing of names on ballot.- In the case (i) of a candidate who has died if the
notice is filed with the proper official at least twenty-five days before the day on which the 
election is to be held, or (ii) of a candidate who has withdrawn or had his nomination set aside 
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if the notice is filed With the proper official at least forty-five days before the day on which the 
election is to be held, the electoral board or boards having charge of the printing of the ballots 
for such election shall either: 

a+ 1. cause to be printed thereon the name of eaea- evezy person se qualifying as provided 
in this seeaes ; article; or 

� 2. If ballots for the election have already been printed , aae- eeataia ae names el 
easdidates lef ether &ffiees te Ile \l9ted- ea at see& eleeaea, ey suell eleeteF&l M&fe- � ill HS 
di5e:Fetiea eause te Ile strieken teeFekem. the tiae el the effiee iavelved, aa& tee R6fBeS el all 
eee.didates lef saell elfiee appearing tllei=eee, aae cause separate ballots to be printed for saell
the office on which shall be printed the names el all saell- eaaaidates name of evezy person 
qualifying � the pFer.tisiees &# as provided in this seetiea article and of any other party or 
nonparty candidate for the same office who had already qualified to have his name printed on 
the ballot In addition, the electoral board may cause to be stricken from the earlier printed 
ballots the title of the office involved and the names of all candidates for that office appearing 
thereon 

If the candidate so dying � , withdrawing ; or having his nomination set aside is a 
candidate for an office to which more than one person is to be elected and none of saee- the 
candidates , was opposed prior to such death � , withdrawal , or setting aside was eppesed , 
then the ballots shall be so printed as to permit the electors to vote separately for the 
remaining unopposed candidate or candidates, and for such persons who filed notice of 
candidacy iHMlel= tee ,fe¥isie:BS ef. as provided in this seeaee article . 

Whenever any additional candidate sllall qualify 1n1FSUaet te qualifies as provided in this 
seeiiea article , no haDets t1ieFetelere votes previously cast by absentee Y&te ballot for a 
candidate for such office shall be counted, but any person who has so voted shall be entitled to 
receive a new ballot and to vote for his choice among all saell- the candidates for such office. 

Drafting Note: The first paragraph of existing § 24.1-11 O is stricken because its substantive 
provisions have been incorporated in proposed § 24.2-539. The remainder of the existing section 
is divided into two proposed new sections. The language relating to the setting aside of a 
nomination, taken from existing § 24.1-197, is added to reflect the third way in which a party 
·may lose its- initial nominee. Language is added in clause 2 of proposed § 24.2-541 to state
explicitly that the name of any party or nonparty candidate who has previously qualified Will be
printed on any new ballot· printed pursuant to this section. The other changes are stylistic and
conform language to terminology used in other Title 24.2 provisions.

Article 6. 

Nominations for Presidential Elections. 

§ 24.1 168 24.2-542 • State Board &I Eleetiees to be furnished names of electors selected by
political parties.-In elections for President and Vice-President of the United States , ae B&MeS 
e, eleetefS seleeted � tile aiffereat pelitieal p&Ries at � res,eefkie eew1emiees llel4 lei: aat 
,a:Fpese, tegettter wia tile B&1Re &I the pelitieal ,a:Fty aae ae R&1ReS el ihe eeedidates fef 
Presideat &R& V-iee Pfesideat lef wltem they &Fe eQeetetl te Yete· ill tlte Eleete:F&I Cellege, the 
state chairman or the secretary of· each political party shall M fu.mislled furnish to the State 
Board el Eleetieas at let.a by noon of the seventy-fourth day before � the presidential election 
fM tee eleetefS el Pf"esideat aae Viee Presitleat ey tee ebaiFm&B M seeret&ry &I said- paPty, the 
names of the electors selected by the party at its convention held for that purpose, together with 
the names of the political party and of the candidates for President and Vice-President for 
whom the electo� are expected to vote in the Electoral College . In the event of the death or 
withdrawal of a candidate of a political party for President or Vice-President, that party may 
substitute the name of a different candidate before the State Board el Bleeaeas certifies to the 
county and city electoral boards the form of the official ballots. The State Board el Eleetieas 
shall also be furnished, if :FeEfllest Ylerefer is maee it requests , With satisfactory evidence that 
any person undertaking to se act as an elector on behalf of any political party is, in fact, duly 
and properly authorized so to do. 

Drafting Note: No change in _substance. 

� 24.1 159 24.2-543 . How other groups may submit names of electors.- A&y- A group of 
quallfied voters, eEfll&I, m namheF t& at least ,I.fa el � el tlie n11mseF el Yetefs FegisteFed i& 
tee Cem.meswealtll as el .Jaaaary + el that yeM anEl ieeladiag at least � EfBalif.ied wte:Fs lrelB 
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eaea eeegFessieeal Elistriet ill tee Cemmeeweal�, not constituting a political party as defined in 
§ � 24.2-101 , may have the names of electors selected by them, including i one elector
residing in each congressional district and i two from the Commonwealth at large, printed upon
the official ballot to be used in the election of electors for President and Vice-President by filing
a petition se Feqaese.eg pursuant to this section. The petition shall be filed with the State Board
el Bleee.ens eet latef &aft by noon of the seventy-fourth day before seie the presidential
election. The petition shall be signed by qualified voters equal in number to at least one-half of
one percent of the number of voters registered in the Commonwealth as of January 1 of the
year of the presidential election and include signatures of at least 200 qualified voters from each
congressional district. Saia- The petition ; WBie& shall be signed by sakl vetefs petitioners on and
after January 1 of the year iB wlHeh tBe of the presidential election is l!ekl only and contain
Yleif the residence addFesses, tfte sigeatlues te Wftieft. address of each petitioner. The signature
of each petitioner shall be witnessed by a qualified voter of the same congressional district
whose affidavit to that effect is attached to saiEl the petition ; . The petition shall set ftlft& state
the names of- the electors selected by saell- YeteFs the petitioners , the party name under which
they desire the named electors se seleetee to be listed on the ballot, and the names of the
candidates for President and Vice-President for whom SHel!- the electors are expected to vote in
the Electoral College. Suhstitu.tiee ef a dif.fereet eaeeidate lef Viee Presideet may he maee ey
tile eaaaidate lfH! Presideet eele£.e tile State BeaRl el Eleetiens eemfies te tee EOOBty aa4 eity
eleetef&:I heafEls tile feml. el effieial l3&Het; In order to utilize a selected party name on the
ballot, suell- gFeHP the petitioners shall have had a state central committee composed of
registered voters from each congressional district of the Commonwealth, a party plan and
bylaws, and a duly designated chairman and secretary in existence and holding office for at
least six months prior to filing the petition. · The State Board el EleetieBS may require proof that
sue& greap meets the petitioners meet these requirements before permitting use of a party name
on the ballot. Sliell- The party name shall not be identical with or substantially similar to the
name of any political party qualifying under § 34-:H- 24.2-101 and then in existence. In the event
of. the death or withdrawal of a candidate for President or Vice-President so qualified to appear
on· the ballot by party name, that party may substitute the name of a different candidate before
the state Board certifies to the county and city electoral boards the form of the official ballots.

In the event that a group of qualified voters meets the requirements set forth &ereiB in this 
section except that they cannot utilize a party name, the electors selected and the candidates for 
President and Vice-President shall be identified and designated as "Independent : " on the ballot. 
Substitution of a different candidate for Vice-President may be made by the candidate for 
President before the State Board certifies to the county and city electoral boards the form of 
the olficial ballot. 

Dratting Note: A third party will be allowed to name a new candidate upon the death or 
withdrawal of either of its candidates just as the two major parties are allowed to do under 
present law. Since the third party will have a party organizational structure in place, and 
presumably will be a unit of a national party, there is no reason to differentiate between it and 
the major parties in this circumstance. 

§ 2.4.1-200. [REPEALED] Gepies el � aistrilnitea te eleeaee effieials. Gepies el tMs
amele slteJI. ee distributed by tee State Beeftl. el Eleee.ens te tlie v-arieus memsers el tlte 
eleetef&:I MQFds aBEl effieers el eleetie& tliFeuglieut tee Cemmeawealt:ll. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-200 is repealed as surplusage since the Board now distributes 
copies of the entire title to all electoral boards for all polling places pursuant to § 24.1-100.l and 
proposed § 24.2-610. 

CHAPTER 6. 

THE ELECTION. 

Chapter Drafting Note: Proposed Chapter 6 sets out the core prov1S1ons on the conduct of 
elections found in existing Chapter 7. The revisions in this chapter are driven by changes in 
practice over the past 23 years and reflect current developments in voting equipment and in 
administrative practice. The structure of the chapter is based on the chronology of the election 
in contrast to existing Chapter 7 which covers a broader range of topics including nominations 
and primary elections. 

Proposed Articles 1 and 2 cover preparations for the election - general provisions, polling 
places, and ballots. To the extent possible, provisions have been simplified and brought up to 
date with current practice. Proposed Article 3 concerns voting equipment, and the terminology 
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has been revised to recognize that newer types of electronic, as well as mechanica!, voting 
equipment are now in use. 

Proposed Article 4 covers the time that the polls are open on election day and the 
determination of the results of the election. Again, the objective of the revisions is to clarify 
present provisions and incorporate current administrative practice where it is appropriate to do 
so. Discrepancies in the law between the procedures applicable to voting equipment and paper 
ballots are eliminated when appropriate. 

The provisions on special elections are consolidated in proposed Article 5. The provisions on 
times for special elections are spelled out in a new section without changing present law. 
Various timing constraints have been added to general law in several Title 24.1 provisions, and it 
is helpful to set them out in one section. 

Article 1. 

General Provisions; Polling Places. 

§ � 24.2-600 . Cost of elections.-The cost of conducting elections under this ellap�eF
title shall be paid by the counties and cities, respectively. The cost of town elections shall be 
paid by the towns. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Under the definitions, "elections" includes general, 
special, and primary elections. The Ia.st sentence is transferred from existing § 24. 1-93 to include 
a reference to the obligation of towns to pay the costs of town elections. The costs to the towns 
do not include compensation to the general registrar and electoral board and mileage to the 
electoral board, items for which the Commonwealth reimburses the counties and cities. Town 
costs include items such as ballot costs, compensation to officers of election, and costs to 
prepare election equipment. Counties and cities pay the costs of primary elections pursuant to 
this section and proposed § 24.2-518 in the chapter on primary elections. 

§ M:l--93 24.2-601 . Town election process t aeaee ae& east ef. eleeaee .-The electoral board
and general registrar of the county within which a town, or the greater part thereof, is situated 
llas shall control el the election proc� and tile � te carry out the applicable provisions of 
this title concerning towns. FiYe eays?- aeeee el tile ame a&tl plaee � plaees el sueB' eleetie& 
sllall ee gilreB BY tile seeretary el tile eleeteral ooaffl. te the qaalif.ied ¥eiefs el the tewa. Suell 
aeaee sllall ee writ:tee m: J)rieted &REI- ,estee- at taree m: meFe fMiMie plaees wfflHft tile tewn, m: 
pa'hlislled enee iR: a aewsf)af)er ef. geaef61 eireulatiee i& tee � � eest el aa SY.ell eleetiees 
SB&H ae eeme BY tile gevemiag Wy el the tewB; 

Drafting Note: The provision for five days' notice for town elections is deleted. There are no 
notice provisions for regular county or city elections to office, and towns now conduct elections 
on the May schedule subject to requirements applicable to municipalities generally. All special 
elections to office have a notice requirement. Referenda in towns, counties, and cities are 
usually subject to special notice requirements in the authorizing statute. The last sentence on 
costs of elections is transferred to § 24.2'"600. 

§ a U 91. Netiee el eaedidaey; hallets; eeedaet el eleetien, ete:f abstFaet el vetes. Wllere the
e.leetiee is lleM m aa ieee113efated teW& fer teWB effieeFS H shall he tile duty ef. all peFSeBS WM 
iBteBe te ee eandidates fer &fHee iR: tile tewn te giYe aetiee ef. � eaedidaey te tile geneF&:I 
registrar el ate eeunty iD wllieli *he tew& is leeated,. aee tile general registraf' shall B0tif¥ tile 
seeretary el tae eleeteral � as pre1Jided B¥ § 24.1188, aBEl tile eleetef&I Beaffl. sllall print 
aBtl delilt.leF tile � aBEl llel& tile eleeaee iD tile maaeer f)mrJided fer geee:Fal eleetiees. AH 
tile pm11isiens &I Cllapter + (§ 24.1 96 et � al tllis tHle, Bet ieeeesisteet with tile pre!J4siees el 
*8-iS eila:pter, ill regaFEl te tBe time aBd- eeedaet al tile eleetiee, eeaetiag el hallets, aae eeR:ifying 
:FeSUlts saall aPl)ly,: Gae � ef. tile aestfaet el \Zetes sllall: ee ferwai:eed te tile teW& eeaeeil &Re 
reeerded ill its Feeefd. � 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-91 is stricken because its contents are covered in other 
sections. The provisions on notice of candidacy are covered in proposed Chapter 5. The 
provisions on the responsibilities of the general registrar and electoral board are covered more 
broadly in proposed § 24.2-601. Chapter 6 is applicable to town elections, ballots, and the conduct 
of the election. Proposed § 24.2'"675 specifically provides for sending the abstract of the votes to 
the town council. 
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§ au 113.1 24.2-602 . BJEeepMees � applieaeility et ff a-:1-436 H1:reag1t H-468 ae& et §§ 11 36
tllFeegll 1-1-71- Exemption for ballots and election materials from certain purchasing and 
procurement requirements .-The provisions of Article 3 , Purchases and Supply, (§ 2.1-435 et 
seq.) of Chapter 32 of Title 2.1 and of Articles 1 (§ U-35 et seq.), 2 (§ 11-41 et seq.) , and 3 
(§ 11-63 et seq.) of Chapter 7 , Virginia Public Procurement Act, of Title 11 shall not apply to
contracts for equipment, services, the printing of ballots ; or statements of results, or other
materials &f sef\"iees �ntial to the conduct of the election. The provisions of Affiele Articles
2.1 (§ 11-62.1 et seq.) &# Cllapter + et � H; peftaieieg � pFBmpt paymeet, and et Affiele 4
(§ ll·72 et seq.) of Chapter 7 , Virginia Public Procurement Act, of Title 11 ; peftainiag �
etllies ill jMlelie eeaa:eeMeg, shall apply to such contracts.

Drafting Note: The present law, exempts ballots, materials, and services for elections from 
state law purchasing and procurement requirements because of the time and ballot formatting 
constraints applicable to elections. The word "equipment" is added to cover election machinery 
which may be needed to replace equipment which proves to be defective prior to an election. It 
is not clear under present law whether the word "materials" includes such machinery. The 
provisions of the Public Procurement Act articles on prompt payment and ethics continue to be 
applicable to these contracts. 

§ � 24.2-603 . Hours polls to be open ; closing the polls .-At all elections, the polls
shall be open at each YeHBg polling place at SHE e'eleek 6:00 a.m. el on the day en wMe& of the 
election is direeted te ae W and closed at seven e'eleek 7:00 p.m. el on the same day ; SQGR
ames eeillg � east.em staedare 9f da-yligat S8YiBg ame as is iB elleet at SlleB- pell en tile 
Eley el tile eleeaea � tile �re:r.1isiees et §-Hi as tile same may ee amended ff9Hl time � 
time 

. § au 99. Hew peHs elesed. Pi:eelamaaea s&all ee maee el tile elesiBg el tile pe11s ey At 
6:45 p.m. an officer of election shall announce that the polls Will close in fifteen minutes 
pre1>.1.eusly tllei:ete . The officers of election shall aseertain aae malie a list ey name el the 
names of all qualified voters , ii � in line before the polling place at tile aeaF el elesiag, 7:00
p.m. and shall permit suell- those voters and no others to east tlleif: ooJJets vote after 7:00 p.m .

Drafting Note: These two · short sections are combined so that polling place hours, closing the
polls, and allowing voters in line to vote are covered in one proVision. Changes are made to 
simplify the language in the sections, a�1 an unnecessary cross-reference to § 1-15 is deleted. 
The present rule in § 1-15 is that all Code references to specific times are construed to refer to 
eastern standard or daylight savin� time whichever is in effect when the provision is being 
applied. 

§ 2U 191 24.2-604 . Ne leiteriag � Prohibited activities at polls; notice of prohibited area;
presence of representatives of parties or candidates ; penalties .- A. During the reeei'rliag aBtl 
eeaeag et tile 98Dets times the polls are open and ballots are being cQunted , it shall be 
unlawful for any person (i) to loiter or congregate Within forty feet of any entrance of any 
polling place; ift 68¥ maRBeF te IHBeel= 9f � a qualified � ift Feaea.iag 9f Ie8!:iag a 
,eHillg pJaee;- (ii) within such distance to give, tender, or exhibit any ballot, ticket , or other 
campaign material to any person or to solicit or in any manner attempt to influence any person 
in casting his vote ; or (iii) to hinder or delay a qualified voter in entering or leaving a polling 
place. 

9Be autll.eraed repFeseatae.1:e el eaell pelitieal paFty 9f ieaepeadeet eaaEliElate ift a general 
eleetiea ef eBe autllemed represeBtftti.t;e et eeell eanElidate iB a 1u1ma,y 9f speeial eleetiea f&f 
eaell, Fegistfatien &eek &f eaeB- ditisiee el registmtien ooelf; wk& is a qualified � et tile eity 
ef � WffBiB wa.iea tJie pelliBg plaee lies sl!aJJ. ee permitted � remain iB tlie reem iB Wfti.eB. 
ta.e eleeaee is eeillg eeeElaeted S& Ieng as l1e dees Bet ltilltle¥ ef � a qualified ¥etef ef giYe; 
te&Eler, ef eHiMt any eaHet; tielfet 9f &tllef eempaige. material � asy persea, 9f selieit M iB 
any ma&Ber attempt � iafleeaee any peFS9ll- ill easting Ms l/ete; a&& se leag as l1e dees Bet 
lHBEler EK= � aay effieeF el eleet:iee M etlleF\\·ise impede ta.e erderiy eeeduet el ta.e eleetien; 
pFer>.i.Eled, llewe1;er, ta.at saea ref)Feseetatives sa.aH ee Bet mere tile& ta.Fee fFem eaell- see& 
peliaeal � ef iaElepeaEleBt eaedidate. 

� B. Prior to opening the polls, the officers of election shall ; prier te tile epeni:ag ef. the 
f)6Hs; determine tile area Elesige.eteEI aft& post , in the area within forty feet of any entrance to 
the polling place, sufficient notices which set � tile weRls state "Prohibited Area" in two-inch 
type &B& . The notices shall also set leffll. state the provisions of this section ane § 24.l 267 in 
not less than twenty-four point type. The officers of election shall post the notices el within the 
prohibited area to be visible to tile -vetef voters and the public. 
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C. The officers of election shall permit one authorized representative of each political party
or independent candidate in a general election, or one authorized representative of each 
candidate in a primary or special election, to remain in the room in which the election is being 
conducted. If the precinct registered voter list is divided into sections, the officers shall permit 
one such representative for each section, but no more than three representatives of any political 
party or independent candidate shall be permitted in the room at any one time. Each authorized 
representative shall be a qualified voter of the county or city within which the polling place is 
located. Each representative shall present to the officers of election a written statement 
designating him to be a representative of the party or candidate and signed by the county or 
city chairman of his political party, the independent candidate, or the primary candidate, as 
appropriate. 

D. It shall be unlawful tor any authorized representative, voter, or any other person in the
room to (i) hinder or delay a qualified voter, (ii) give, tender, or exhibit any ballot, ticket, or 
other campaign material to any person, (iii) solicit or in any manner attempt to influence any 
person in casting his vote, (iv) hinder or delay any officer of election, or (v) otherwise impede 
the orderly conduct of the election. 

E. The officers of election may require any person who is found by a majority of the said
officers present to be in violation of this section to remain outside of the prohibited area. Any 
person violating subsection A or D of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-101 is rewritten and reorganized to pull together in subsections 
A and B the provisions on prohibited activities outside the polling place, to cover activities in 
the room in which the election is held in subsections C and D, and to state enforcement and 
penalty provisions in subsection E. 

A sentence is added to state the basis for determining whether a representative is 
"authorized." This sentence is taken from existing § 24.M37 on representatives who observe the 
ballots being counted. The prohibitions on activities within the room where the election is held 
are made applicable to all persons in the room. Existing § 24.1-101 is not clear on this point. 

Subsection E is revised to state that violations of subsections A and D are Cl8$ 1 
misdemeanors so that the elements of the offenses and the penalties are stated more clearly in 
this section. 

§ 2U 96.I 24.2-605 . Loudspeakers prohibited at polls ; penalty .-Notwithstanding any
contrary statute or ordinance of a county, city , or town, except for school purposes or in an 
emergency situatiea , no loudspeaker shall be used within 300 ?. feet of a polling place on an 
election day. Any person violating this staaHe section shall be guilty of a Cle!$ 4 misdemeanor. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 2U 193 24.2-606 . Preservation of order at elections.- ABy law eafeFeemeet � wae
may ee designated � the Jni�ese BY � The officers of election , with the consent of the 
chief law-enforcement officer for the county or city , may designate a law-enforcement officer 
who shall attend at the polling place ef elediee and preserve order at aBtl aeeut tee same 
inside and outside the polling place . If no law-enforcement officer ee is in attendance, the 
officers of election may , ey writiag, appoint , in writing, one or more persons specially, who 
shall have all the powers of a law-enforcement officer in the 13i:emises polling place and within 
the prohibited area prescribed by § 24.1 191 24.2-604 . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 H)1 24.2-607 . Ietimidatiea, eie:, Prohibited conduct; intimidation of voters; disturbance
of election; how prevented ; penalties .- De effiee'FS el eleeeea, H ff sllall appear tllat ¥eteFs 
are eeiRg ltiaElereEl tw tampered WHll- m any way A. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
hinder, intimidate, or interfere with any qualified voter so as to prevent the voter from casting 
el a secret ballot , . The officers of election may order the a person se eegageEl Hl hiederiag � 
tampeR&g wit& ¥etet=s violating this subsection to cease such action , aBEl if . If such person se 
engages does not lertltwUlt promptly desist, the officers of election, or a majority of them, may 
order the arrest of such person by any person authorized by law to make arrests, and eeefiae , 
by their warrant may commit him tw teem in to the county or city jail, as the case may be, 
for a period not exceeding twenty-four hours , aae suell peFSeR, u,ea ee&Vieeee t:e.ei:eef, SBalJ. lte 
pa&isb.eEI as lfw a misaemeauer . Any person violating this subsection shall be guilty of a Class 1 
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misdemeanor. 

I# &Bf � B. No person shall conduct himself in a noisy , or riotous , 6f tumultue\lS 
manner at or about the polls , so as to disturb the election or insult or abuse an officer of 
election ; any . Any person authorized to make arrests may forthwith arrest mm a person 
engaging in such conduct and bring him before the officers of the election, and they, by their 
warrant UfMleF � aaees , may commit him to the county or city jail el tile eeumy 6f
eeFtJef&tieB , as the case may be, for a period not exceeding twenty-four hours; but they shall 
permit him to vote if he be so entitled. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-104 combined two earlier sections and is revised without 
substantive change. Subsection A covers offenses against a voter, and a violation of subsection A 
is a Cl8$ 1 misdemeanor. Subsection B concerns disruptive behavior inside or outside the polling 
place and provides a means to maintain order without creating a misdemeanor offense. 

§ 2u 192 24.2-608 . Officers to decide order of voting.-The officers of election shall
promptly decide any dispute as to preeedeaee ef. the order in which qualified voters t& tee figBt 
te may vote, deciding who first offered, or if two or more offered at the same time, selecting 
the one te waem pFeeedeeee shall he gi¥eB- who may vote first . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 2U 199 24.2-609 . Voting booths.- It shall- he tile duty ef tile Each electoral board ef. �
sevefill eeu&ties aB:tl- ewes Ee shall provide at each el the YeHBg plaees m aeif fespeet:ive 
eeuaaes aae eiaeS a small eempa:Ftmeat er eeetll � eeeugb. te eerMaie aae eeaeeal ff6IB 
geaefill eesefY&tiee a Yelef. aBEl a � 6f � eeMeeieeee fef WflB&g. &ttelt � sltell Ile 
equipped WHh- a desk er � saeil- eeeveBiee.ee, epef&Bve wfitie.g implemems, and Sl!ffieie&t 
liglltiag te eaaeie tile \10ter te t=eaEl- tlle � Suell eempanmeat er eeetll sllaD � S& ereeteEI 
that a pefSeft staBdieg at tee deslf ift Ole heea- 9F eempaFtme&t sliall- he eceludeEl !fem tBe 
ehserveeea ef tile effieefS et eleeaee. ae.e ef. etller persees. � IJeaffl.; ift its diseretiea, may 
H¥e eae 9F � el sue& aeete:s at eaell- Sl:lell YeHBg plaee. polling place in its county or city 
one or more voting booths. At least one booth shall be an enclosure which permits the voter to 
vote by paper ballot in secret, is equipped with a writing surface and operative writing 
implements, and is adequately lighted. Enclosures tor voting equipment shall provide tor voting 
in secret and be adequately lighted. The term "voting booth" shall include enclosures for voting 
paper ballots and for voting equipment. 

Drafting Note: The language is simplified. The revised language incorporates provisions from 
§§ 24.1-100 and 24.1-212 and covers booths used for paper ballots and voting equipment.

§ 24.2-610. Materials at polling places.-A. The State Board shall provide copies of this title
to each electoral board for each precinct in its county or city. The electoral board shall furnish 
a copy of this tiUe to each precinct for the use of the officers of election on election day. 

B. The State Board shall transmit to the secretaIY of each electoral board pollbookS for each
precinct in its county or city of sufficient size to contain the lull names of all the voters in the 
precinct. The pollbooks shall be uniform throughout the Commonwealth. 

c. The electoral board, general registrar, and officers of election shall comply with the
requirements of this title and the instructions of the State Board to ensure that the pollbooks, 
ballots, precinct registered voter lists, voting equipment keys, and other materials and supplies 
required to conduct the election are delivered to the polling place before 6:00 a.m. on the day 
of the election and delivered to the proper official following the election. 

Drafting Note: This proposed section incorporates provisions from existing §§ 24.1-57, 
24.1-100.1, 24.1-107, 24.1-134, and 24.1-216. This general statement covers a variety of 
administrative steps that must be taken to equip each polling place before opening the polls at 
6:00 a�m. The reference in subsection C to all materials and supplies required for the conduct of 
the election serves as a basis for the State Board to issue instructions to local electoral boards, 
registrars, and officers of election to ensure that elections are conducted properly, that polling 
places are adequately equipped when the polls open, and that election materials are delivered to 
the proper official following the election. 

§ 2U 67. Eleetiea effieial te eMaiB registratiee aeeks aee YeHBg maeliiae key&, retam el
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seeks. Tee eleeaea effieial eesige.ated DY tee eleeteffll 968Rl SBaH eetaiB- tile fegistfaaea Beeks 
IFem ae geaeral i:egistrar aae tile � maeaiae keys ll=em- tee eleeteral B88f6- as prev-idee iB: 
§ 24.1 218, Bet Jatel= tl1fHl tile time preserieed ill § 24.1 98 � tfte epeaieg el tile peHs ea
eleeaee � � Bee& el � - after saeli eleetiea, tee effieeFS el eleeties sltall reatfB, ae
registfaeea eeeks te tee regismH=.

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1·57 is incorporated in the more general statement contained in 
subsection C of proposed § 24.2""610. 

§ 24.l 199.1. Gepies el tRiB title at pelliBg plaees. It saea ee tee eut¥ el tBe eleet.eral eeHEl
te pre1Jide at eaea pelliBg plaee ill � res,eetive eeaaties aae eHies; ea eae& eleetiea daY; eae 
eew el tllis title WBiEft saall ee aeeessisle lef tBe ase el � effieel: el eleetiee, suea- eepies te 
ee preTJ-ided te tee eleet.eF&l ee&re lef £Bat pl:lrpese DY tee Smte BeaFe el Bleetieas. 

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1·100.1 is incorporated in subsection A of proposed § 24.2""610 
without substantive change. 

§ 2 4.1 13 4. State Beare te seR& seeretary pelleeek:s. The StaEe � el Bleetiees saaH
transmit te tee respeeti11e seeretaries el tee eleeteral B88MS f)elleeelES IM eaell eleeeea distriet 
ill � respeeti1.ie eeanties � ewes, el suffieieat size te eenmia tee lull Ba1BeS el all tee ¥etefs 
t.Jiereie, WBieJl. eeeks sliell ee ueiferm t.Jireuglleut tee CemmeaweaUll. 

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1-134 . is incorporated in subsection B of proposed § 24.2-610 
without substantive change. 

§ 2 u 136 24.2-611 . Form and signing of pollbooks.-The tellewiBg sllall ee tee fefBl el
pelleeelr:s ie lte et:tt Bf tee effieefS el eleetiea: 

eetlt first page of each pollbook shall include the following oath to be administered to all 
officers of election: 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will perform the duties for this election according to 
law and the best of my ability, and that I will studiously endeavor to prevent fraud, deceit, and 
abuse in conducting this election. Se lie&, me Gee: " 

As gi¥eft � Registrar � See:Fetary el Eleeteral � M effieef el ele.etien delegated DY 
them te 

............. , Eleeaee Offieer. 

Fef tae eleetien Bekl ill tRe ........... Preeieet; eity/eeuety el =; Vi:Fgi&ia, e& =u:; tae 
fellewing Yetefs, INMBg bee& f&u&El t& ee qualified te \l9le; eKereised tlieir f:FaBeliise aaEl Yeted-: 
� sueeeediag pages lelt � 

As see& as tae last � is east, tee effieers � eleetiea sliall eadefSe e& tile pelleeek 
immediately feJlewiag tRe aame el tee last � tee wards !q)e}ls Clesed," tlie date el tae 
eleeaea, aae- the time el elesieg, aae- at eRee shall affm tliei:F sigeatures immediately fellewieg 
suelt endersement. 

The oath shail be administered to each officer of election by the general registrar, the 
secretary of the electoral board, or an officer of election designated by them, who shall be so
identified on the first page. The oath shall be signed by each officer of election and the person 
administering the oath. The pollbook shall be marked to identify the election tor which it is 
used. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The officers take their oath and sign the first page 
of pollbook as one of the last. steps before the polls open. The final paragraph of existing 
§" 24.1·135 is shifted to § 24.2·656 in Article 4 with other provisions concerning post-election
procedures.

Article 2. 
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Ballots. 

§ 2U 199 24.2-612 . List of offices and candidates filed with State Board &i Bleetiens and
checked for accuracy; when ballots printed; number required.-Immediately after the expiration 
of the time WHMft wMe& die names el eaadidates 1R8f ee file& as provided by law for a 
candidate for any office to qualify to have his name printed on the official ballot and prior to 
printing the ballots for an election, tile se,.Jeral each electoral seaF4s board shall forward to the 
State Board el Eleetiens a list of the county, city, or town offices to be filled at the election and 
the names of all candidates who have filed for each office , anti ift . In addition , each electoral 
board shall forward the name of any candidate who failed to qualify with the reason for his 
disqualification ; alk! tile . The State Board et Eleetieas shall prompUy advise the respeeti' .. ·e 
electoral l:teMds board of the accuracy of sues- the list immediately . Hewer.ier, die- The failure 
of any electoral board to send said- lists the list to the State Board for verification te � &We
Be&fti el EleetieBS shall not invalidate any election. 

It sllalJ ee ae duiy e:I tile Each electoral eeaffls et tile se:Jef&I eeaaaes &Be emes el tBis 
Cemmeawealta te eause tile eallets te &e board shall have printed iB a suffieieat the number te 
ee deteABined ey tile Fespeetive eleeteral &eaffls of ballots it determines will be sufficient to 
conduct the election . 

Sae& � The electoral board shall eause make printed ballots ta IJe printed as see& as 
praetieasle aftef � seeFeauy is effieially aeafied et � aames el !lie eaadidates m � 
eleetieB, &BEi- availab_le tor absentee voting at least (i) forty-five days prior to any November 
general election or special election held at the same time, or (ii) thirty days prior to any other 
general, special , or primary election, or (iii) in the case of a special election, if time is 
insufficient to meet the Eleadli&es applicable deadline established herein, then as soon after saie

eeadliaes the deadline as po�ible. 

Only tltese the names of candidates for offices to be voted on in a particular election district 
shall � be printed on the ballots for that election district. 

lfflfBetiietely tiP6R' reeei11t el the eaHets ff9IR- the JH'iBter, tee The electoral boards shall send 
to the State Board el Eleetieas, tegetaer WHll a statement of the number of paper ballots 
ordered to be printed, a eepy. proofs of each printed IJellet paper and voting maelii&e equipment 
ballot tor verification as pFe1Aaed bf law , and copies of each final ballot . If the State Board 
finds that, in its opinion, the number of ballots ordered to be printed by any local electoral 
board is not sufficient, it may direct the local board to order the printing of a reasonable 
number of additional ballots. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Stylistic changes are made for clarity and to conform 
to terminology used elsewhere in Title 24.2. 

§ 24.1111 24.2-613 . Form of ballot-The ballots shall be white paper Without any
distinguishing mark or symbol and shall contain the names of all the candidates eemplyiag wiOl 
the ,�r.r4sieBS el � laW; qualifying to have their names printed on· the official ballot as

provided by Jaw. Their names shall be printed in black ink, immediately below the office for 
which they have se aaaeuaeed tlleir eae.EliElaey qualified as candidates . The names on the 
ballot, i& &Feet: aetermieed as set l&Ftl1 nei:eia, shall be in clear print ; ; each name shall be on 
i& a separate line , ; and the type used in printing the ballots shall be plain roman type, not 
smaller than twelve-point pica. Immediately to. the left of and on the same line with the name 
of each candidate shall be printed a square, not l� than one-quarter, nor more than one-half 
inch in size, printed thus: 

D JOHN DOE 

Except as provided for primary elections, the State Board el EleetieBS shall determine by lot 
the ord�r of the political parties, and the names of all candidates for a particular office shall 
appear together in the order determined for their parties. WlleFe there he In an election district 
in which more than one eae.tiidate FepFesentiag a person is nominated by one political party 
RlBBi&g for aa the same office, the candidates

, 
names shall appear alphabetically in their party 

groups under the name of the office, with sufficient space between party groups to indicate 
them as such. For the purpose of this section and § 24.1 207 24.2-640 and except as provided for 
presidential elections in § 24.2-614 , iadef)eadeats independent candidates shall be treated as a 
cl� under "Independent ," ; their names shall be placed on the ballot after the political parties 
, ; and where there ee ene 0f is more than one independent eaadidates candidate for an office, 
tile eaediElates' their names shall appear alphabetically WHllm tile elass "Ie.Elef)e&El.eat" � 
tliat, i& fBe ease el 1n•esidestial eleetiens � Af:tiele a (§ 24.l 168 et � el this ellaf)ter, tee 

97 



&Fdff ef saea eaaeidates witlHft tile Iadepeadeat aass sltall ae deteABiaed Bf let Bf the State 
BeefEl ef Bleetiees 

No names of political parties shall appear on the ballot, except ift. as provided in § 24.2-614 
for presidential elections UflEle: Amele a ef this eaapter . lft tile eese ef f)fesiae&tia-1 eleetieas 
UR6ff Af:tie.le a ef tAis eaajttef, gf0ups qualifyiag lei= a P8ffY Bame UBdei= t au lfi9 sell ee
treated as a ela5s, aae tile &Feet= ef tee gFellJ*; witllm tile elass S&aH ee EleteRnineEI. BY let BY 
tae State Beeftl ef EleetieBS aBEl sllall immediately leHew tile Iade13eadent elass en the eaH&t: 

No individual's name shall appear on the ballot more than once for the same office. 

§ 24.1113. Nate te indieate aumher el eandidates te ee ¥etee � � S&aH ee the eaty el
tlie State � ef Eleeaeas aae t&e eleeteFal eaards, iB- In preparing the ballots for general, 
special and primary elections, te the State Board and electoral boards shall cause to be printed 
in not less than eight peint ten-point type, immediately below the title of any office, a nete 
stating statement of the number of candidates who may be voted for for that office. The 
following language shall be used: "Vote for not more than ........ " 

Drafting Note: The provisions of existing §§ 24.1-111 and 24.1-113 are combined in this 
section since they are both directly related to the required form and content of the ballot. Other 
changes are clarifying and conform language to terminology used elsewhere in Title 24.2. The 
requirement for ten-point type is current practice. The specific provisions on the presidential 
ballot are transferred to proposed § 24.2-614. 

§ 2u 169 24.2-614 . H&w l:tallets te ee :pre:pared. It saaa taereupea ee tile � el ae

Preparation and form of presidential election ballots.-As soon as practicable after the 
seventy-fourth day before the presidential election, the State Board el :E.leetieas immediately te 
se � tile seeretary el tile eleeteraI ooare el eaell e0\lBty aae ety el tile Cemmeewealtb., &Be 
t& shall certify to eeell: said- the secretary of each county and city electoral board the form of 
official ballot for the presidential election which shall be uniform throughout the Commonwealth. 
� saaD tile& heeeme tee � el tae Each electoral board ef eaell el tae several eeaRties aaa
eities witllift tile Ce&HBeawe&:ldl, shall have the official ballot printed at least forty-five days 
preceding sue& the election , te eaase te ee priateEI ea tile aaileffll effieiel 

The ballot pfer;ided leF in tlHs etie, shall contain the name of each said- political party and 
the party group name, if any, specified by the persons naming electors by petition , aae 
aedemeetll er helew pursuant to § 24.2-543. Below the party name in parentheses , the ballot 
shall contain the words "Electors for .......... , President and .......... , Vice-President" with the blanks 
filled in with the names of the candidates for President and Vice-President for whom saie the 
candidates for electors are expected to vote in the Electoral College , � wMe die . The 
names of the electors nominated by saie each political pames er greups ei: 13etitieaeFS party or 
group of petitioners shall follow t and te f)FiBt a Sf1U6fe 13reeediag the name of . each suelt
political party and party designation , and a printed square shall precede the name of each 
political party or party designation 

Groups of petitioners qualifying for a party name under § 24.2-543 shall be treated as a 
class; the order of the groups shall be determined by lot by the State Board; and the groups 
shall immediately follow the independent class on the ballot. The order of the candidates within 
the independent class shall be determined by lot by the State Board. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The provisions in existing § 24.1-111 which relate 
only to presidential elections are incorporated in this section in the last sentence. 

§ 2U 112 24.2-615 . Separate ballots for proposed constitutional amendments, etc.; fefHl te he
same m plaees wbeFe vete is fer same effiees uniform ballots .- Ill suemitti.ag prepased 
ameedmeets te the CeBSatutiea te tee peeple, die same sllall ee printed en a sepaF&te � 
aBd in suhmittiag te the qaalified ¥etefs tile qaestien set lefdl ill i"d'tiele m, Seetiea 3 el tfte 
Ceestffl:ltiea, suek- q1:1estiens sllaH ee printed ea a sef)Qi=ate eallet:- +Ile aames el all eaeEliElates 
tfw Presideet aad Viee Pfeside&t aae lei= presideatial eleeteFS � i,e priateEI ea a sepamte 
eaDet, ane tne names el all eandiElates fet= t&e Ce&gess el die Uaited States sllall ee f)Fiated eB 
a sepa:Fate � +Ile Rames ef . all- J)eFSens wtee leF � a qualified wtef: SBall i,e ea a � 
aee tee farm tliereef shall ee tee same in all plaees wheft tee same f)eFSees S&all ee vetee :let= 
te HD the same efflee; A separate ballot shall be printed for each of the following: proposed 
amendments to the Constitution submitted to the qualified voters at one election; proposals 
submitted to the qualified voters after a constitutional convention pursuant to Article XII, Section 
2 of the Constitution; candidates for President, Vice-President, and presidential electors; and 
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candidates for the Congresg of the United States. 

The form of the ballot shall be the same throughout the election district in which the same 
candidates are running to fill the same offices and throughout the district in which a question is 
submitted to the voters. 

Dratting Note: This section is revised to state the requirements for separate ballots more 
simply, and to include a reference to uniform referendum ballots. The phrase "The names of all 
persons voted for by a qualified voter shall be on a ballot" is deleted since it appears . to conflict 
with write-in vote procedures and since existing § 24.1-111 and proposed § 24.2-613 clearly 
require that the names of all candidates, who qualify for the ballot, shall be printed on the 
official ballot 

§ 2U 114 · 24.2-616 . 9atB- Duties of printer ; statement; penalty .-The printer witll- weem

contracting with or employed by the electoral board shall- eeatraet 19¥ tll.e )Jriatieg ef to print 
the ballots shall ; sign a statement before the work is commenced , take a& eat& eelefe a 
member el ae eeeAl 0f hefeFe aay pefSeB qualified te giYe eetlls; wile is 11.et=eby empewereEI te 
admieister SQell. eMlt; te tll.e fellew-ieg � !!I; ................ , selemely swe&f dlat I will- pABt ,Ellefe 
iBSeft a1uaher) eaYets aeee,eiBg te tee iast.-ueeeas ef � agreeing, subject to felony penalties 
tor making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that he will print the number of ballots 
requested by the electoral board el tll.e eeety � eH:ff el .................. ; tBat I will- in accordance 
with its instructions; that he will print, and permit to be printed, directly or indirectly, no more 
than *lie aMYe that number; that I he will at once destroy all imperfect and perfect impressions 
other than those required to be delivered to the electoral board; that as soon as such number of 
ballots is printed l he will distribute the type , if any, used for such work , aae tllat I ; and 
that he will not communicate to anyone wllemseer.·er , in any manner, wllaeeeYer, the size, 
style, or contents of such ballots. !! 

� eMh- sllall he redaeed te writieg aae sigBed- ey tile pese& talaeg it; aBd alse a A 
similar af4id&l'>it statement shall be required of any employee or other person engaged llt)8ll- in 
the work ; ef wit& sllall llave aeeess t& Ht aae 8D¥ iateetieaal •Jielaees &# seell- eat& sllall
eeasattH:e tlte erime et pet;u.ry 

Dratting Note: The provisions are revised to cover contracts and other arrangements for 
printing ballots. For example, in some localities, the locality itself prints the ballots. The printer's 
oath is revised to eliminate the requirement for an administered oath and to restate more 
simply the felony penalty provisions applicable to violations of the printer's agreement. 

§ 24.1116 24.2-617 . Representative of electoral board to be present at printing; custody of
ballots; electoral board may disclose contents, style , and size.- Ii sllall- he tll.e Eluty el tll.e The 
electoral board t& shall designate one person to be continuously present in the room in which 
the ballots are printed from the eemmeaeemeat uam start to the end of the work , and see 
ensure that the undertakin� of the printer's aadt statement are complied with strictly. For the 
faitb.#al discharge of SYell- this duty the person ElesigB.ated , other than a board member, shall 
receive tll.e eem,easatiea el at least twenty dollars per day. SaEa pefSeB hefere emeFillg upen 
� perfermaeee &# sue& d\Hies sll&a take a& eat& that lie will laitlllully exeeute tlte same:

As soon as the ballots are printed they shall be securely wrapped and sealed, and saea- the
designated person shall take aae l£eep tit.em iB llis selusive psessiea, aHeWiag ne eee te 
emmiee tb:elB UBtil deliYereEl assure their delivezy to the electoral board as ;previEleEl � Iew , 
allowing ao one to examine them until delivery . 

The designated person shall sign a statement, subject to felony penalties for making false 
statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that be has faithfully performed his duties, that the printer 
has complied with the requirements of law, and that only the requested number of ballots have 
been printed and are being delivered to the electoral board. 

PletftiBg eeetained l!ereift This section shall not be construed to prohibit any electoral board 
from publishing or otherwise disclosing the contents, style , and size of ballots, which information 
electoral boards are authorized to publish or otherwise disclose. 

Drafting Note: The section is modified slightly to recognize that ballots are printed often at a 
location far from the locality. The printer may ship ballots to the electoral board. The electoral 
board's representative is authorized to assure delivery of the sealed ballots rather than being 
required to take the ballots to the board. The requirement for an administered oath is replaced 
by the requirement of a statement, subject to penalty, that the printer and electoral board's 
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representative have complied with their responsibilities. 

§ 24.1 116 24.2-618 . Delivery of ballots to electoral board; checking and recording
number.-The electoral board &f eaea � aae � shall meet as soon as convenient after 
the printing of the ballots as pFer.r-iEleEI fer if:l NHs eliapter, at Wftiel1. meetieg 0ftly to receive the 
ballots. Only members of the board SB&II- ee preseat; and the Elesigaated person, who shall ha¥e 
seeareEI was designated by it to receive the ballots from the printer t&e ea1,1ets as reEt:aireEI BY � 
2 4.1 116 , shall tlelh•er sooa hallets t& the eeaM; aee- shall be present at the meeting. The board 
shall certify t& tBe ooare the number of ballots S& Elelir.iered � received. Its certificate shall 
be filed with aae alse eepied- mte the minutes el Die- meetiag of the board. 

� eeare sliaD satisfy- itsel# as te tile namher el tee ballets, Wftiell aamher shall ee e&te,eel 
BY the seere£ery el fBe eeaH iB a eeek pre11iaeE1 ey mm aae trept fer sue!l l)UfJ)ese. 

Drafting Note: The provision is simplified to eliminate the separate requirement of the 
secretary's book for recording the number of printed ballots. The preceding section provides for 
certification of the number. of ballots printed and sent to the board. In this section, the board is 
required to certify the number it receives. 

§ 2 U 117 24.2-619 . Sealing ballots.-The electoral board shall designate one of its members
or some other person , we saall to cause the seal of the board to be affixed in his presence to 
every ballot printed as provided in this chapter , ape& . The seal shall be on the side reverse 
from that ape& on which the names of the candidates appear. The seal saall ee affixed ee tfte 
eaHet ane may be deBe affixed on ·the ballot either mechanically or manually. Sue The 
member of the board or other person designated shall make affidwJit sign a statement, subject 
to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that the seal of the 
electoral board was affixed to the ballots in his presence in the manner prescribed by law, i& 
wMelt affiE1a1.iit sllall ee set setting forth the name of every person taking part in the affixing of 
the seal � a&EI the affida-vit , and stating that he has faithfully performed his duties. His

statement shall be filed with the ooaFEl ae& a eepy tsereef estered upen- tile minutes of the 
board. For his services in causing the seal to be affixed to the ballots, the person designated, 
other than a board member, shall receive eempeasaees i& tile ameaet el at least twenty dollars 
per day. -Afly, ,efS9R- Bet a member el the eeaFEl se Elesigeated, eefeFe eBi.erieg ea tfte 
perleffft&eee ef saell euiies; SBaH take aa eats- &al ee will faidllully e•eeme tee � 

Y � memeer el tne eeare Any person, other than the secretary ee of the board, 
designated to attend to the stamping of the ballots, shall return the seal to the secretary as soon 
as the stamping of the ballots is completed ; the seal sliaH ee feFtllwffll retu:med te tee 
seeret&ry m ee liel* ey Mm as hereiB prev4ded . 

§ 2 u 118. AffidwJit el perseas taiaBg pafl iB paelmgiag er sealisg ballets. Every person 
taking part in affixing the seal to the ballots or in placing the ballots in packages shall malie 
affida11U aat ee will laitllfuUy pe�erm give his statement, subject to felony penalties for making 
false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that he has faithfully performed his duties and that he 
will not divulge to anyone the contents of sueh- the ballots or any part thereof ; wMell- affidw.iits 
. These statements shall be filed with the secretary of the board and retained as a part ef tee 
reeerEls with the minutes of the board. 

Drafting Note: Existing §§ 24.Ml 7 and 24.1-118 both relate directly to the task of placing the 
board's seal on the ballots and are combined in this proposed section. In many cases today, the 
electoral board seal is printed on the reverse side of the ballot and the printing and sealing 
operation is combined. The section . is revised to permit the board's witn� to file one signed 
statement to attest to proper procedures and to his having performed his responsibilities. The 
requirement for a "sworn" statement is replaced by the requirement for a signed statement 
subject to the felony penalties for false statements. 

§ 2U 119 24.2-620 . Dividing ballots into packages for each precinct; delivery of absentee
ballots.-The electoral board shall cause to be made, in the presence of at least one member of 
the board or some other designated person, as maay one or more packages of ballots as there 
are YetiBg preeiBets ift the eeuBty er ety, eae fer eaell- f)Feeieet, wMe& for each precinct in the 
election district. Each package shall contain a number of ballots determined by the board. Each 
of these packages shall be securely sealed in the presence of a member of the board or such 
designated person so that the ballots shall be invisible, and so that � eeukl set the packages 
cannot be readily opened without detection. Ype& On each of the packages shall be endorsed the 
name of the precinct for which it is intended and the number of ballots therein contained. 
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Thereafter the packages designated for each precinct shall be delivered to the secretary of the 
board and remain in his exclusive possession until delivered by him to the officers of election of 
each precinct as provided in § 24.1129 24.2-621 

The electoral board shall , net less tlWifl lerty five days � te ey >1evemheF general 
eleeaes m: speeial eleetiea hekl at tile same ame w less taan tMAy � pfi&F te � � 
eleetiea, eee,t i& tile ease &I a speeial eleeties eallee- e& slleFter aeUee; eause t& ee deli•;ered 
te tile regtstmr 8Bd- tile seeretary &I tile eleeteml � have sufficient ballots for those offering 
to vote absentee UBdef Affiele + (§ 24.1 227 et � &I Chapter + &I tlHS title delivered to the 
general registrar and secretary of the electoral board by the deadline stated in § 24.2-612 . Any 
such ballots remaining unused at the close of the polls on election day shall be sent by the 
general registrar and the secretary of the electoral board to the clerk of the circuit court el 
reeere wb:ereia eeeds a,e r-eeerded of the county or city. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. Often more than one package of paper ballots may 
be delivered to each precinct - one small package for curbside voters and a larger package 
which is opened in case of voting equipment failures. The deadlines for having absentee voter 
ballots available are set out in the first section of this article and cited by the cross-reference to 
§ 24.2-612.

§ 24.1 129 24.2-621 . Delivery of packages to officers ; opening packages .-Before every
election the secretary of the electoral board shall deliver to tee effieeFS, &F eee &I tile effieeFS, 
an officer of election of each precinct the · peekage &I official ballots for that precinct ; takieg 
and obtain a receipt taeFefer for the package or packages and a certificate that the seals 
appeared te l:te ustampered WHlr.- ABe- ill tee eYe&t &I tee iaebility � siekftess &F � 
iaeepaeity &I are unbroken. If the secretary is unable to deliver the official ballots, tile eleeteral 
eeeFEl w tile see:etaFY may eause tllem te ee delivered � another member of the board shall 
deliver the ballots . 

§ 24.1 121. 9peaing pael£eges 6BEI- eeastillg ballets. The sealee paelmge, at Ute Before
opening el the ,ell, polls , SAall ee epeeed i& tee preseeee &I the officers of election ; a&d- tee 
eallets i& tile peekeges slteD � ee earelully eeuBted shall open the sealed package and 
carefully count the ballots . If there is more than one package, additional packages shall be 
opened as needed and the ballots counted as provided in this section. 

Drafting Note: Existing §§ 24.1-120 and 24.1-121 are combined in one section to cover how 
packages of paper ballots are delivered to the officers of election and opened at the precinct In 
most precincts only one package will be needed and few paper ballots will be used. However, 
paper ballots must be available for voters who require a curbside ballot, other special situations, 
and in case of a voting machine breakdown. Changes are made to clarify or simplify language, 
but there is no change in substance. 

§ 24.l 122 24.2-622 . Sample ballots.-Nothing contained in this title shall be construed to
prohibit: te1- (i) the printing and circulation of sample paper ballots, pFeVided suell sample paper 
eallets which are not printed on white paper and do include thereon the words "sample ballot" 
in type no smaller than twenty-four point , � ; (ii) the · printing and circulation of sample 
maeaiee voting equipment ballots, provided such sample maelliae ballots include on their face 
the words 0sample ballot r &F � "; or (iii) the publication in newspapers of sample ballots of 
either type. All sample ballots, including those eauseEl authorized by electoral boards, are 
"writings" for purposes of § au 377 24.2-1014 • Voters may take sample ballots &I � type 
into the voting booth or \Z8QBg meelliae enclosure . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Existing § 24.1-270 and proposed § 24.2-1008 prohibit 
counterfeiting official ballots. This section exempts "sample ballots," identified as such, from 
being construed to be counterfeit ballots. 

§ 24.1123 24.2-623 . Ballot boxes to be supplied by governing bodies; construction and
custody.� The governing body of each county and city shall , at tee eQeBSe &I � respeetive 
eeaaties &F eities; preeare provide a ballot box for each � ef \Z8QBg ill any: eleetiee distriet, 
WBieB- precinct and each part of a split precinct. The box shall he 13ratJ4eed WHll- have a lock 
and key and BaYe an opening through the lid of sufficient size to admit a single folded ballot 
and no more. The boxes shall be kept by the electoral boards for the use ef theil= several 
eleetiea Eliseiets use in the precincts . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 
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§ 24.1124 24.2-624 . Opening and closing ballot boxes; opening polls.- � el.fieeFS el
eleetiea, 8f eae el tllem; immediately Immediately before preelamaeea is made el the opening 
of the polls, an officer of election shall open the ballot boxes in the presence of file peeple 
Hlere assemhled, whieft SBaY iaelude, iB a geaeml eleetiea, a represestear.·e el eaea el tae twe 
peliaeal ,afties WBieh at tee geaeral eleeti.en Be& preeeEliag easts � liigllest aRd sea lligllest 
R11mi,er el w.tes, aBEl i& a primary eleeeee, a represeatative el file � aelding suee eleetiea 
the political party or candidate representatives authorized to be present for the examination of 
voting equipment pursuant to § 24.2-639, if such representatives ee are available. '.llley- The 
officers shall tum such boxes upside down ; so as to empty them el e1:erytlling tllet is i& them , 
aae Ule& lock them, and deliver the key tllereef sltall ee deli?ered to one of the officers ; aB:e 
eBe • One of the officers shall forthwith proclaim that the polls are open. The boxes shall not be 
opened until the close of the polls and shall then be opened for the purpose of counting the 
ballots therein ane- . The boxes shall be kept in view of those voting within the polling place 
during the hours of the election. 

Dratting Note: Current law provides that political party and primary candidate 
representatives may be present when voting equipment and ballot boxes are examined just prior 
to opening the polls. Another section (§ 24.1-210) allows party, primary candidates, and 
non-partisan election candidates to be present when voting equipment is prepared and sealed 
before the election. These three sections (proposed §§ 24.2-624, 24.2-633, and 24.2-639) are 
conformed to cover the non-partisan election in each instance. 

Article 3. 

Voting Equipment and Systems. 

§ 24.1 226. Waat S£e.mtes � 24.2-625. Application of Title 24.2 and general Jaw .-All of
the eleeaee laws new iB lel=ee; aae provisions of this title and general law not inconsistent with 
the provisions of this eaapter, article shall apply wit& full feree aae effeet to elections in 
counties, cities , and towns adopting and using YeHBg maelliaes mechanical or electronic voting 
or counting systems. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The types of voting equipment available today are 
more varied than in 1970 and include electronic systems for voting and counting ballots. This 
article uses the word "systems" to cover all mechanical and electronic systems for voting and 
for counting ballots. The phrase "with full force and effect" is redundant and so deleted. 

§ 24.1 293 24.2-626 . Governing bodies shall acquire maelliaes mechanical or electronic voting
or counting systems t time selledule .- � ge?emieg Wies el � eeuaty aB& eity ill this 
Cemmaewealtll shall � f8f use at eleetieas, witlHft tee time 8Bd- HW aese pFeeiaets as set 
lePYt ltereia, aay laBe- er type el meeltaaieal YeHBg maeaiae � eleeRaie YeHBg system tRat Iles 
HeB apprer.,ed ey the State Beafd. el Bleetieas, aae saall use suell- YeHBg maelliaes er systems 
at any aBtl- all eleeeeas lleffl iB suel1 eeuaty � � er aay parts tllereef, fM \1eti&g; registering 
ane eeuaeag ¥&tes east at sues- eleeeeas, ereept tllet tewBS � wit& 599 et= feweP registeFed 
� er 00 wi'8- waRis eaell AaYiBg &99 8f lewei= FegistereEI Yetefs; � elleese t& eeaduet 
tewa, waffl er eeuaeil eleetieES usiRg pape1= haHets ift li8ti el SHeB: maeaiBes et= systems. 

™ gevemieg Wies el all- eeuaaes Wag eptieaal l9RRS el geveFBIBeRt aae el all eHies 
sltall � aae aequire fet= use sue& YeHBg maeb.iaes fet= aD pi:eeieets aBEl eleeaea distfiets 
witBiB sues- eeumy ei: eity � t& Oetehei: � rn AD eaer eeuaties sllall � 8Bd- aeftuii=e 
lei: use sues- YetiBg maelliaes leF all f)reeiaet:s et= eleeeee distriets WHM& suek- eeaety eeataieiag 
!169 M mere registei:eEI ¥8tefs pReF t& Oeteher � � 

The governing· body of each county having an optional form of government and of each city 
shall provide for the use of mechanical or electronic voting or counting systems, of a kind 
approved by the State Board, at evezy precinct and for all elections held in the county, the city, 
or any part of the county or city. The governing body of eveiy other county shall provide for 
the use of such systems at eveiy precinct having 750 or more registered voters. No county shall 
divide or create precincts 8f eleetiea distriets so that resulting precincts � eleeaea distriets will 
contain Ies& fewer than 750 registered voters, in order to avoid the requirements of this section. 

Sueft geveming Wies Each county and city governing body shall purchase, lease, lease 
purchase, or otherwise acquire such YetiBg m.aelliaes 8f systems and may provide for the 
payment therefor in SHell- the manner as � may deem- it deems proper. ¥etiBg m.aeaiaes 8f 
systems Systems of different kinds may be adopted for use and be used in different eismets
precincts of the same county or city subject to the approval of the State Board el Eleeti.ees 
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Any county re11eired te aeqaire ¥HRg maelliaes pFief te Oeteeer I, � may acquire such 
meeliiaes systems for precincts 8f ditmet:S containing less fewer than 750 registered voters. 

The governing body of a town may provide for the use of paper ballots, in lieu of such 
systems, in elections for town offices and in town referendum elections if eveiy town precinct 
contains 500 or fewer registered voters. 

Drafting Note: Obsolete provisions are deleted which covered the transition to the use of 
voting machines in all cities and most county precincts. No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 293.1 24.2-627 . Mechanical ¥HRg maeliiees and eifeet electronic voting or counting
devices; number required.- A. The governing body of any county or city which adopts for use 
at elections mechanical ¥HRg maeliiees or direct electronic voting de\!iees systems shall provide 
for each precinct ft9* less � at least the following mi:eim1tm number of 1B&e.b.iaes M voting 
devices: 

In each precinct having not more than 750 registered voters, l; 

In each precinct having more than 750 but not more than 1,500 registered voters, 2; 

In each precinct having more than 1,500 but not more than 2,250 registered voters, 3; 

In each precinct having more than 2,250 but not more than 3,000 registered voters, 4; 

In each precinct having more than 3,000 but not more than 3, 750 registered voters, 5; 

· In each precinct having more than 3, 750 but not more than 4,500 registered voters, 6;

In each precinct having more than 4,500 but not more than 5,000 registered voters, 7.

§ 3 4.1 393.3. � eleseaie ¥MiB,g deViees; aamber R9(111iFed. B. The governing body of
any county or city , which adopts for use at elections any electronic ¥MiB,g system which 
requires the voter to vote a ballot which is inserted in an electronic counter ta N eeeatetl , 
shall provide for each precinct � less � l at least one voting booth with a marking device 
for each 425 registered voters or portion thereof and shall provide for each precinct Hf lesS 
� l- at least one counting device. 

Dratting Note: Existing §§ 24.1·203.1 and 24.1·203.2 ·set out the minimum number of machines 
or devices required in each precinct and are combined in this section. No change in substance. 
The term "device" is used to cover the component parts or equipment used in mechanical or 
electronic systems which allows the deletion of phrases such as "mechanical voting machines." 
The term ••equipment" is also used in this article to refer to these devices - lever voting 
machines, electronic ballot counters, direct electronic voting machines. 

§ 24.1 294 24.2-628 . Emmieatien Authorized use of mechanical voting mae.b.iaes; i:e,et=t el
Slate Beard- devices .- A. Any person, firm , or corporation manufacturing, owning ,. or eeiRg 
interested m offering for sale any mechanical voting maelliae device may apply to the State 
Board el Eleeaeas , in the manner prescribed by the Board, to examine and approve such 
Hl&el:1:iae, aae- device. The Board shall make , or have made, a report upea- on the capacity of 
the R1&elline device accurately to register and count votes, and in respect to its mechanical 
perfections and imperfections, and whether file same it meets the requirements prescribed in 
this chapter. � The report shall be filed in the office of the State Board el Elee"eas and 
shall state whether iB tlleif: epinien the kind of maeniae device so examined can be safely and 
conveniently used at elections as Bei=eiB pr-eVided . If the Board determines that the mael:1:iae 
device can be so used, and meets the requirements llffeiB prescribed ; ff � ee appFer.·ee ey 
suell- � BeaRi aee maelliaes ef its lase may -he adapted in this chapter, the Board shall 
approve the device, for use at elections as lt&ein 1Jf9'lided . No form of voting 1B&eliiee device 
not so approved shall be used at any election. 

§ 24.1 29fi. Ceestraetien ef meellaaieal wtiBg maeb.iaes. B. Any kind 9f � of mechanical
voting maeliiae device may be approved by suell- the State Board which is S& eenstf:lietee as te 
ftiffiH, aBd eees ffHfill meets the following requirements: 

1. It shall provide facilities for voting for all candidates of as many political parties 9f

e1gaaimtieas as may make nominations at any election; l&F er against 9f yes M R& te on as 
many questions as may be submitted at any election; and at all general or special elections, 

103 



permit the voter to vote for all of the candidates of one party or in part for the candidates of 
one or more parties. It shall � enable the voter to vote for as many persons for an office 
as Ile is lawfully entitled t& vete f&f permitted , but no more ;- It shall- ; prevent the voter from 
voting for the same peFSe&S person more than once for the same office ;- If skall � ; and 
enable the voter to vote f&f 0r agaiast on any question he er she may B&¥e tile Rg&t, is lawfully 
permitted to vote on, but no other. · 

Y HseEl 2. For use at a primary eleetieB elections, it shall be se equipped so that all rows 
except those of the voter's party can be locked out by the officers of election by means of an 
adjustment on the outside of the maeliiae device . 

3. It shall correctly register or record, and accurately count all votes cast for aR¥ a&e all
candidates and fa!= er agaiRSt er yes er R0 t& any aaEl all on questions. 

4. It shall be provided with a "protective counter" er �·preteew;e der;iee" whereby any
operation of the maebiae device before or after the election will be detected. 

5. It shall be provided with a counter which shall show at all times during an election how
many persons have voted. 

6. It shall be provided with a mechanical model, illustrating the manner of voting &a the
maelliae, and suitable for the instruction of voters. 

7. It shall alse he pre11-ided WHlt &Be de¥iee � eaee pafty; � Y&tiBg enable each voter to
vote for all the presidential electors of � one party by one operation , and- • It shall have a 
ballot tllerefer containing eBly the words " Presideetial Electors For' preceded ·by the name of 
that the party or other authorized designation and leUewed ey the names of its candidates 
taereef for the offices of President and Vice-President and a FegisieFiag deYiee tlierefer 
mechanism which sl:iall register t&e registers the collective vote cast for such electors wile& taus 
¥etee eeHeear;ely . 

8. It must alse iBsuFe shall ensure voting in absolute secrecy.

Drafting Note: Existing §§ 24.1-204 and 24.1-205 are combined· in one section parallel in 
structure to existing § 24.1-206.3 on newer electronic voting systems. In addition to minor stylistic 
changes, proposed subsection A clarifies that the State Board may (i) prescribe requirements to 
file an application ( e.g. financial responsibility information) and (ii) have an independent report 
made on the capability of a mechanical voting device to meet the minimum requirements set by 
law. These changes mirror current law provisions on electronic voting systems. 

§ 24.1 296.3 24.2-629 . Authorized use of electronic Y&tiBg systems and ballots.-A Any
eer,eratiea � person, firm, or corporation hereinafter referred to as the "vendor," 
manufacturing, owning , or offering for sale any electronic voting or counting system and ballots 
designed to be used with such equipment may make appli�ee apply to the State Board el 
Eleetiens , in the manner prescribed by the Board, to have examined a production model of 
such equipment and the ballots used with it. In addition to any other materials which may be 
required, a current statement of the financial status of the vendor, including any assets and 
liabilities, · shall be filed with the Board; if the vendor is not the manufacturer of the equipment 
for which application is made, such -a statement shall also be filed for the manufacturer. These 
statements shall be exempt from the provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(§ 2.1-340 et seq.). The Board shall also require, at a site of its choosing, a demonstration of
such system and ballots and may require that a production model of the system and a supply of
ballots be provided to the Board for . testing purposes.

B. The provisions of this title pertaining to mechanical voting maeliines devices and ballots
shall be deemed applicable to such equipment and ballots provided that (i) the counting 
equipment used with punchcard or mark sense ballots shall not be required to prevent a voter 
from voting for a greater number of candidates than he is lawfully entitled to; (ii) the ballot 
squares or target areas on mark sense ballots shall be the equivalent of not less than 
on�uarter inch and not more than one-half inch square; (iii) the provisions of this title 
pertaining to ballot squares shall not be applicable to punchcard ballots; and (iv) any system 
approved pursuant to this title shall segregate ballots containing write-in votes from all others. 
Every electronic voting system shall ensure voting in absolute secrecy, and systems requiring the 
voter to vote a ballot which is inserted in an electronic counting device shall provide for 
secrecy of the ballot and a method to conceal the voted ballot. 

C. After its examination of the equipment, ballots , and other materials submitted by the
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vendors, the Board shall prepare and file in its office a report of its finding as to (i) the 
apparent capability of such equipment to accurately count, register , and report votes; (ii)
whether the system can be conveniently used without undue confusion to the voter; (iii) its 
acc9ibility to lleadieal)l)ed voters with disabilities ; (iv) whether the system can be safely used 
without undue potential for fraud; (v) the ease of its operation and transportation by voting 
equipment custodians and officers of election; (vi) the financial stability of the vendor and 
manufacturer; (vii) whether the system meets the requirements of this title; and (viii) whether, 
in the opinion of the Board, the potential for approval of such system is such as to justify 
further examination and testing. 

D. If the Board determines that there is such potential and prior to its final determination
as to approval or disapproval of such system, the Board shall obtain a report by an independent 
electronics or engineering consultant as to (i) whether the system accurately counts, registers , 
and reports .votes; (ii) whether it is capable of storing and retaining existing votes in a 
permanent memory in the event of power failure during and after the election; (iii) the number 
of separate memory capabilities for the storage of recorded votes; (iv) its mechanical and 
electronic perfections and imperfections; (v) the audit trail provided by the system; (vi) the 
anticipated frequency of repair; (vii) the ease of repair; (viii) the anticipated life of the 
equipment; (ix) its potential for fraudulent use; (x) its acc�ibility to ll&RElieapl)ed voters with 
disabilities ; (xi) the ease of its programming, transportation , and operation by voting equipment 
custodians and officers of election; and (xii) any other matters deemed nee� by the Board. 
Failure by an applicant to cooperate with the consultant by furnishing information and 
production equipment. and ballots requested .shall be deemed a withdrawal of the application, but 
nothing lleFei& la this section shall require the disclosure of trade secrets by the applicant If 
such trade secrets are sential to the proper analysis of the system and are provided for that 
reason, the consultant shall subscribe to an oath subject to the penalty for perjury that he will 
neither disclose nor make use of such information except as necessary for the system analysis. 
The report of the consultant shall be filed in the office of the Board. 

E. If the Board determines that there is potential for approval of the system and prior to its
final determination, the Board shall also require that the system be tested in an actual election 
in one or more counties or cities. Its use at such election shall be as valid for all purposes as if 
it had been legally approved by the Board and adopted by the counties or cities. 

F. If, following testing, the Board approves any electronic YetiBg system and its ballots for
use, the Board shall so notify the electoral boards of each county and city. Systems so approved 
may be adopted for use at elections as herein provided. No form of electronic YetiBg system and 
ballots not so approved shall be adopted by any county or city. Any electronic YetiBg system and 
ballots approved for use by the Board shall be deemed to meet the requirements of this title, 
and their use in any election shall be valid. 

Drafting Note: Clarifying and stylistic changes. Existing § 24.1-207 .1 is included in subsection 
B so that the statutory requirements for electronic systems are stated in one section� 

§ 2u 296 24.2-630 . Experimental use of approved systems .- Gpee, With the approval of
the State Board el 81eetieas , the governing body of any � MW&; e, county , city, or town 
may provide for the experimental use at an election in one or more election districts or 
precincts of a maehiBe e, Ele¥iee voting or counting system which it might legally adopt Without 
a formal adoption thereof, and its use at such election shall be as valid for all purposes as if it 
W eeen legeHy adapted 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 296.l 24.2-631 . Experimental use of voting systems and ballots prior to approval of the
system :-The State Board et Bleetieas is authorized to approve the experimental use of voting 
or counting systems and ballots for the purpose of casting and counting absentee ballots in one 
or more ·counties and cities designated by the Board (i) that have established central absentee 
voter election districts and (ii) whose electoral board submits to the Board for approval a plan 
for the use of such system and ballots. The Stale Board is also authorized to approve the 
experimental use of voting or counting systems and ballots in one or more precincts in any 
county or city whose electoral board submits to the Board for approval a plan for such use. The 
use of such systems and ballots at an election shall be valid for all purposes. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 
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§ 24.2-632. Voting equipment custodians. For the purpose of placing ballots in the frames of 
the voting equip11}en; p�tting voting and counting equipment in order, and setting, testing, 
adjusting, and del1venng rt, the electoral board shall employ one or more persons, to be known 
as custodians of voting equipment. The custodians shall be fully competent, thoroughly instructed, 
and sworn to perform their duties honesUy and faithfully, and for such purpose shall be 
appointed and instructed at least thirty days before each election. 

The final testing of the equipment prior to each election shall be done in the presence of an 
electoral board member or a representative of the electoral board. The electoral board may 
authorize a representative to be . present at the final testing only if it is impracticable for a 
board member to attend, and such representative shall in no case be the custodian. 

Drafting Note: This provision is taken from existing § 24.1-209 (proposed § 24.2-637) and set 
out in a separate section without any change in substance. 

§ 24.l 219 24.2-633 . Notice *9 eb.airmea ef eemmittees of preparation of equipment ; sealing
equipment .-Before preparing a -vea&g maelline m: eleeti=enie deYiee- voting or counting 
equipment for any election, the electoral board shall mail written notice sllaD ee maile& (i) to 
the chairman of the local committee of each &I Ae twe political pemes wllie& at *lie geeeml 
eleetiee Reff pFeeedieg, east tee li.ignest aRtl Be& b.igllest numeer ef ¥ates party or , (ii) in a 
primary election, to the chairman of the local committee of the political party holding saell- the 
primary, anti or (iii) in a city or town council election in which no candidate is a party 
nominee and which is held when no other election having party nominees is being conducted, to 
the candidates , � . 

The notice shall state the time and place where the maelliaes &1= de1Rees equipment will be 
prepared , at � time eae ref)reseataave ef ea€& sue& pelieeal � &1= iB tlte e¥eBt ef a 
f)rimary eleeaea, ooe represe&tati1 .. 

1e ef tile f)&Ay lieldiag saell primary eleeaea, m: i& tile eYeBt 
ef saea etty &1= t&wR- eeuneil eleeaea, eae ref)reseat&tir.re el eaell suell- eeedidete, and state that
the political party or candidate receiving the notice may have one representative present while 
the equipment is prepared. 

At the time stated in the notice, the representatives, if present, shall be afforded an 
opportunity to see that the maekiees m: Ele'lriees are equipment is in proper condition for use at 
the election. When a maelliee 6f device has been so examined by seell- the representatives , it 
shall be sealed with a numbered metal seal in their presence. SUE& The representatives shall 
certify as to the numbers of the maeb.ines eF devices ; aed ; if mechanical voting maeaiaes 
devices are used, that all counters are set at zero (000) , aed as t& ; the number registered on 
the protective counter , ; and the number on the seal. When no party or candidate 
representative is present, the custodian shall seal the device as prescribed in this section in the 
presence of a member of the electoral board or its representative. 

Drafting Note: The term "'political party" is defined in proposed § 24.2-101. The reference to 
parties casting "the highest and next highest number of votes.�." is· stricken because it conflicts 
with the existing and proposed definition. The final sentence addresses a gap in present law 
which does not explicitly cover the situation when no party or candidate representative appears. 
No change in substance. 

§ 24.1211 24.2-634. Locking and securing after preparation.-When a � maeliiBe eF 
eleetf:eeie Ele¥iee voting or counting equipment has been properly prepared for an election, it 
shall be locked against voting and sealed f aaEl tile . The equipment keys tb.ePeef shall be 
retained in the custody of the electoral board and delivered to the officers of election as 
provided let: in ff� aae 24.1216 § 24.2-639 . After the voting maehiaes eF aer.iiees llaYe 
equipment has been delivered to the polling places it sliaD ee t&e euty ef , the electoral board 
t& shall provide ample protection against melestatien eF iBj,1Hy te t&e maelliae eF de¥iee 
tampering with or damage to the equipment . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 212. YgMs . Every -vea&g maelliae eF ¥etiftg de¥iee sball ee ruFBisbea wit& a J)F-eper
ligM; # aeeessary, te eaaele the vetefS wlHle -vea&g t& i:eae tile ballets. All ¥8Uflg maellines m: 
� aeviees usee- ift aay eleetieu sliaH ee f)Fe1JiEled witB a seFeee, heed, &1= ooeta- wMefi shall 
eeeecal tee ¥6tef and- Bis aetioo Wftile ¥eHRg; 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-212 is incorporated in proposed § 24.2-609 which applies to all 
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voting booths and enclosures, requires adequate lighting, and requires that booths permit voting 
in secret. 

§ au 2H 24.2-635 . Demonstration of equipment.-In HY � wwe &f eeHfy- each county,
city, or town in which voting maelliaes * ll8BBg deviees &Fe or counting equipment is to be 
used, the electoral board may designate saitaele eae ade(IUate times and places for the 
exhibition 8fffi. ElemeBStf8&ea el & maellie.e &f deYiee of equipment containing sample ballots, 
showing the title of offices to be filled , and , so far as practicable, the names of the candidates 
to be voted for at the next election for the purpose of gi¥ieg ieskuetiees es te informing voters 
who request instruction on the use of & maelliae &f Ele¥iee t& aH ¥etefs wll& may apply f4ff tee 
same the equipment . No mael!ine * dev4ee equipment shall be used for such instruction after 
being prepared and sealed for use in any election. During S\iek- exhibitions, the counting 
mechanism, �f any, of the maelliae * ee¥iee equipment shall be concealed from view. 

Dratting Note: Stylistic changes only. 

§ 2 u 213 24.2-636 . Instruction as to use of equipment.- Net les& No fewer than three nor 
more than fourteen days before each election , the electoral board shall instruct, or cause to be 
instructed i& , on the use of the maelliae fff de¥iee ae.e � equipment and his duties in 
connection therewith tlie effieeFS , each officer of election appointed to serve in SYY- the 
election who llaff h{JS not previously been so instructed ; &ftd. • The board shall not permit any 
person to serve as an officer who is not fully qualified p�periy trained to conduct an election 
properly with the maelliae fff deviee, pfe\1ided aat aetluag lleFei& equipment. This section shall 
not be construed as to prevent the appointment of a person as an officer of election to fill a 
vacancy in an emergency. 

Drafting Note: Stylistic changes only. 

§ 24.1 299 24.2-637 . Furniture· and maelliaes * deviees equipment to be at polling places t
eustediw .- It shall ee ae &lffY el tile Before the time to open the polls, each electoral board 
t& shall have the voting maelliaes m: de¥iees and counting equipment and all necessary furniture 
and equipmeat materials at the polling places eefeFe tile ame fiKed fef tile epeaiag el tile ,eHs; 
aae lle¥e tile , with counters on the maelliaes voting or counting devices set at zero (000), and 
otherwise in good and proper order for use at suell the election. F6f ae p1:1r,ese el plaeiag 
eallets iB tile kemes el t:be maelliee m: 'll8BBg de1Aee, ,uttiBg H itl eF4ef; settiag; testing; 
adjti5tiag; ae deliveFiag H; tee eleeteFBI seeFtl sllaH empley ene m: 11MWe eempeteat peFSens, te 
ee IHl&W& as e&Stedieas el YeBBg et111:ipmeat Sue& eeslediaes shall i,e fully eempeteat; 
tlle�agaly iast..-i1eted &Bf.I swem te pefferm � 4\Hies l!eaestly alkl laitllfully, aae ,. Sllell 
par,ese sllall ee a,peiated &Bf.I i&StAleted at least tlHRy days 1,ete,e eaell eleetiea. � fill&I 
testtag el tile ¥eBBg maelliaes w de·Jiees pfiel: te eaell- eleetiea SB&ll i,e deee iB ae i,,eseaee el 
&ft eleeteFal H8F4- memlter m: a fepfeseatati·:e el ae eleeteFa:I eeaAb Hewe·1er, � eleeteral 
eee,e 1R8f autlleP&e a i:epi=eseatati.ve t& i,e 1n=eseat at � lift&l testiBg eBly ii it is impFBetieeele 
Im: a M&Fe member t& ettead, aae Stiell- i=epr-eseMMP.1e saaD ill ne ease ee tile eustediaa. 

The board shall have the custody of such maelliaes, de·riees, equipment, furniture, and 
eEfl:lipmeat materials when not in use at an election and shall maintain saell maeiliaes er de,.riees 
the equipment in accurate working order and in proper repair. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The provisions relating to voting equipment 
custodians are set out in proposed § 24.2-632. 

§ 2U 215 24.2-638 . Voting equipment to be in plain view; officers and others not permitted
to see actual voting; unlocking counter compartment of equipment, etc.- M � alkl all 
eleea@f!S at wMeli Y8tiftg maebiaes er de·,,fiees &fe used- During the election , the exterior of the 
voting maelliae 9f de¥iee and counting equipment and every part of the polling place shall be in 
plain view of the officers of election. The YeBBg maeiliee m: Ele¥iee, equipment shall . be placed 
at least four feet from any table wlleff!at any sue& effieeFS � ee eagageEl where an officer of 
election is working or seated. The officers of election shall not themselves be, or permit any 
other person to be, in any position or near any position that will permit them to see 91= 

eseertain observe how a voter votes or llew he has voted. 

One of 9tieB:: the officers shall inspect the face of the maeiliee fff voting device after each 
voter has cast his vote ; t& and verify that the ballots on the face of the meekiae &f device are 
in their proper places and that the meelliae &f device has not been iejafed damaged . During 
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an election the door or other covering of the counter compartment of the maelliee voting or 
counting device shall not be unlocked or open or the counters exposed except for good and 
sufficient reasons, a statement of which shall be made and signed by the officers of election and 
attached to the fetums el eleeeee statement of results . No person shall be permitted in or 
about the polling place except as aew pFe'lideEl h;t law m eleetiens wllere pape, eallets aea
1taHe£ eeJEeS at=e used- the voting equipment custodian and other persons authorized by this tiUe . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 216 24.2-639 . Duties of eleetieR officers of election .-The officers of eaea election of
each precinct at which a voting maeb.iae er EleYiee is i& ee or counting equipment is used shall 
meet at the polling place at least tMee quartefS el aa ll9llF eefefe tBe mne set fm: the epeBi&g 
el tile palls � eaea- by 5:15 a.m. on the day of the election , and sllall. preeeed i& arrange the 
equipment, furniture, ¥eHRg maelliaes er de7Jiees and other materials for the conduct of the 
election. The officers of election shall verify that all required maelliaes er Ele'liees equipment , 
ballots , and other materials have been delivered to them for saell the election. The officers 
shall tlleFeupea post at least two instruction cards for mechanical ¥eHRg maelliaes or direct 
electronic voting devices conspicuously within the polling place. II 84* pferJieusly eeBe-; teey seaH 
aFHBge, i& t&eif: pFef)ff plaee en er in the ¥eHRg maeaiae er Ele¥iee; tBe eaHets prepared fef 
sue& eleeeea. 

The keys to the ¥eHRg maes.iae er eeaetieg EleYiee equipment shall b.a\le heeft be delivered , 
prior to the opening of the polls, to the officer of election designated by the electoral board 
puFSuaat te § 24.1 57 in a sealed envelope on which sllaH B&¥e bas been written or printed the 
number of die ¥eHRg maes.iae er eeantiag each device, the number of the · seal , and the 
number registered on the protective counter de¥iee , if one. The envelope containing the keys 
shall not be opened until all of the officers of election for suee- the precinct sllall ee are present 
at the polling place and sb.&11, have examined the envelope to see that it has not been opened. 
The maeaiae er eeuatieg deYiee equipment shall remain locked against voting until the polls are 
formally opened and shall not be operated except by voters in voting. 

Before opening the polls, each officer aB6: ii it ee a general eleeeea, a repfeseRtaeve &I 
eaea &# die Al'& peliaeel f)8ftie5 wlliell at die geeeF&l eleeeee BeG preeeding easts tile bigs.est 
a&e BeJEi aigllest number el ¥etes, aRe ii H ee a f)rimary eleaiea, a Fepresentati1.te el the party 
b.eldiag suea pAmary eleeeee, ii suea repFese&tati1

•
1es � pfesee� shall examine the maeh.iees e, 

eeuMiag deYiee equipment and see that no vote has been cast and that the counters register 
zero. The officers shall conduct their examination in the presence of the following party and 
candidate representatives: (i) in a general election, a representative of each political party or 
(ii) in a primary election, a representative of each party holding a primary, or (iii) in a city or
town council election in which no candidate is a party nominee and which is held when no
other election having party nominees is being conducted, a representative of each candidate, if 
such representatives are available. If any counter is found not to register zero, the officers shall 
adjust die eeaate:FS � � ii H ea& Ile EleRe h;t tlleRr, ii net;- � sbaH make a written 
statement el *lie desigaaeeg letteF aBe eumheF el suell- identifying the counter, together with the 
number registered t:b.er-eee on it , and shall sign and post the same upea statement on the wall 
of the polling room, where it shall remain during the day of election , aREI ill malaeg . The 
officers shall enter a similar statement on the statement of results , . In determining the results, 
tbey shall subtract such number from the number el Fegistefed IMHlets tb.e,eee final total 
registered on that counter . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The provision, which permits party and candidate 
representatives to be present while voting equipment is examined, is revised to parallel the 
provision in proposed § 24.2-633. The provision for officers of election to arrange ballots on 
voting equipment . is deleted since voting equipment custodians set up and prepare voting 
equipment and insert ballots prior to the election. 

§ 24.1 29? 24.2-640 • Ballots generally.-In every county and city aEletJBBg tile use el using
mechanical ¥eHRg maelliaes or direct electronic voting de1Jiees systems requiring printed ballots, 
the electoral board shall furnish a sufficient number of ballots printed on � plain white 
paper, of such form and size as will fit the ballot frames el the maelliees er deviees; llewe¥er, 
ate . The names of the various .candidates shall Bet be printed thereea in type not less than 
fourteen point. On mechanical ¥eHRg maeb.ines devices, the name of the office for which 
candidates are offering for election shall be printed in reverse printing or overlaid with a 
colored plastic strip. 

Party nominations shall be arranged on each ¥eHRg maelliae, direet eleetreaic ¥eHRg device 
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or other ballot to be electronically counted, either in columns or horizontal rows, and the 
caption of the various ballots on the maelliees 9f devices shall be S& placed as te i&Elie&1e t& so
that the voter wHt tMl9ft' lfBelt; � leYef 9f � knows what feature is to be used or operated 
m � to vote for ae eaadiElate 9f eaadiElates el Ais 9f 11:ff his choice. In districts in which 
more than one person is nominated by a single party for the same office, the nominations for 
each party shall be grouped together in a separate row or column, or placed with sufficient 
space between party groups to indicate them as such. The provisions of general law concerning 
ballots shall apply unless in conflict with this section. 

Dratting Note: No ch�nge in substance. 

§ 24.1 29::Z.1. Seereey &I eallel ill eeriaia waBg sy5tems. .t\&y wa&g system, etae: tllae
meellaftieel leYef meelliees 9f eweet eleetr-eeie waBg equi,pmeet, shall pFeffide � seeFeey el 
tee eaaet ane a meYietl te eeeeeal ae ¥&tee� 

Drafting Note: This provision is incorporated in subsection B of proposed § 24.2-629 so that 
all requirements for electronic voting and counting systems are stated in one section. 

§ 2u 298 24.2-641 . Sample ballot-The electoral board el any � 9f eeumy wllefe
meellaaieal waag maeb.iees 9f eweet eleeffeeie waBg ee1Jiees Me- usee shall provide for each 
yeeg precinct in which suelJ.. mechanical voting machines or direct electronic voting devices are 
used, two sample eellefs 9f iestFuefiee ballots, which shall be arranged iB the lefRl el as a 
diagram of the elHife front of the voting maeb.iee e, device as it will appear � with the 
official eallets are aff&Bged taereie * taereee ballot for voting on election day. Such sample 
baltots shall be epee te the posted for public inspection at seeli- each polling place during the 
day of election. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 221 24.2-642 . Inoperative maeaiees 9f Elet'iees equipment .- I& ease When any �
maelliee, voting or counting device ; * eeueeg deYiee usee iB ey eleetiee dismet sb.&11 se *
seeeme becomes inoperative in whole or in part dui=iBg tee time while the polls are open, it 
sliQII. he tile � el the officers te give immediate Betiee taei:eef t& of election shall 
immediately notify the electoral board ; aae it slleH he tile duty el suell- &eafEI. i# • It l)(mible t& 
, the electoral board shall substitute a meeb.iee 9f device in good order for the inoperative 
meelliee er device, and at the close of the polls the record of both maellines &F devices shall be 
taken, and the votes shown on their counters shall be added together in ascertaining the results 
of the election. 

If . (i) the inoperative maelliae * device cannot be repaired in time to continue \!Se tlleff!ef 
Bf sue using it at the election, if (ii) a substitute meeb.iee * device is needed to conduct the 
election but is not available for use, &&El i# (iii) the supply of official paper ballots is not 
adequate, and (iv) the local electoral board approves, an officer of election may have copies of 
the official Hllets wMee- lle¥e Ileen- paper ballot reprinted or reproduced by photographic, 
electronic, or mechanical processes may se used; tor use at the election. The voted ballot copies 
may be received by the officers of election and placed in the ballot box ; and counted with the 
votes registered on the voting maelliees or counting devices; and the result shall be declared the 
same as though no wa&g maeb.iee * device has been inoperative t the l:t&Hets atus ¥etee- . The 
voted ballot copies shall be deemed official ballots for the purpose of § 24.l 142 24.2-665 and 
preserved and returned with the statement of feSUlt results and with ti7 a certificate setting 
forth how and why the same were voted aae � e Wflttea statement tiBder eetll e! tile &ffieef 
el eleeties wlle ll&d ee,ies el tile elf.ieial NlffM maee stating t&e namber el ee,ies predaeed 
wMell- S&8ll aeeempeey � uaased eepies . The officer of election who bad the ballot copies 
made shall provide a written statement of the number of copies made, signed by him and 
subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2·1016, to be preserved 
with the unused ballot copies. 

Dratting Note: This section allows the use of copies of the official paper ballot when 
necessary because of equipment failure. A provision is added to state that the electoral board 
must approve the decision to use copies. Administrative instructions now require electoral board 
approval and this change codifies present practice. The requirement for a statement "under 
oath" is replaced by the provision cross-referencing the false statement provision in proposed 
§ 24.2-1016. Other changes are stylistic only.
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Article 4. 

Conduct of Election; Election Results. 

§ 24.1 12§ 24.2-643 . Qualified voter RIFBisb.eEl Wit& 98llet permitted to vote; entry of voter's
name on pollbook; other information .- � A After the polls are open, each qualified voter 
-,� a precinct shall , wlteft he s& eemaads, be luFBislleEl wit& a& effieial B&ll&t ey eae &f tile 
effieeFS el eleetiea seleeteEl Im: th.at duty ey a majertty el tee effieeFS :pFeseat permitted to vote 
. The officers of election shall ascertain that a person offering to vote is a qualified voter before 
admitting him to the voting booth and furnishing an official ballot to him. 

§ au 12fi. EBEfY ef name ef vetef ea pelleeek; ellaege ef address. � eff.ieef ey waem
aey eallet is te ee deli•:eFeEl te a vetef shall, � te tile delivery tb.ereef te the qualified � 
make iaqairy aBe tile& f)Feaeuaee ift a& audihle \Z&iee tile full name aoo eun=eat resifieaee 
address as stated tty tile peFSe& te wb.em tile eallet is te ee Eleli•:eree, aBEl if llis Bame is ieune 
e& tile registraeee seek; aae- il lte he qualified te Yete in tee eleetiea aBEl tb.eFe he Be eej eeeee 
meee, tile lull- BafBe aae aEIEIFess &f tile eleetEw SRell- ee eb.eekeEl en tile registFatiea ooek: ey- eBe 
ef tile effieeFS aBEl saes- Hill- name entered e& tile :pellbeek epl)esite tile een-eet aumher aBEl tile 
¥6tef tb.ei=eu:pea deli•;erea tile aaHet: 

B. An officer of election shall ask the voter for his full name and current residence address
and repeat, in a voice audible to party and candidate representatives present,. the full name and 
address stated by the voter. If the voter's name is found on the registered voter list, if he is 
qualified to vote in the election, and if no objection is made, an officer shall mark the voter's 
name on the registered voter list, an officer shall enter the voter's full name on the pollbook 
opposite the correct number, an officer shall proVide the voter with the official ballot, and 
another officer shall admit him to the voting booth. A voter may be accompanied into the voting 
booth by his child age twelve or younger. 

c. If the current residence address stated by the voter is different from the address state&
en tile regisffaeee � shown on the registered voter list , the officer of election shall furnish 
the voter with a change of address form prescribed by the State Board ef EJeetieas . Upon its 
completion, the voter shall sign the prescribed form, subject to felony penalties tor making false 
statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, which the officer of election shall then place in an envelope 
provided for such forms for transmission to the general registrar who shall then transfer or 
smlie, cancel the registration of such voter pursuant to saesediees 00- m: fl-3t ef § 24.1 46. 
Chapter 4 of this title . 

§ 24.1136.1. � &I aumeer fer ¥&tff e& registratiea beak. D. At the time the voter is
asked his full name and current residence address, the officer of election shall ask any voter 
for whom an identification number other than a social security number is recorded on the 
registratie& � registered voter list if he presently has a social security number and note that 
number on the registmeea � list if the voter is able to provide it. Any social security 
numbers so provided shall be feAVaRlee entered by the general registrar te tile State Beard ef 
EleetieBS Im: iaelusie& in the voter's record on the ee&tFal voter registration � system . 

Drafting Note: Existing §§ 24.1-125, 24.1-126, 24.1-126.1, and 24.1-218 describe the procedure 
for verifying that a voter is registered, recording his name on the pollbook, and delivering a 
ballot to the voter or a p8$ to enter a voting booth. These sections describe one process and so 
are combined to emphasize that the voter is permitted to vote as part of this verification 
process. The provisions of existing § 24.1-218 are incorporated in subsections A and B. The 
provision in existing § 24.1-129 on admitting children to the voting booth is also transferred to 
this section. An explicit reference is added to the felony penalties for false statements on a 
change of address form. 

§ au ans. l.1Elmitting wteFS te beets. After tile ef)e&iag ef tee f)9lls; tile effieers ef eleetie&
sllall- net � aay ¥eteF &f etb.ef= � te pass iBte tile ¥etiBg maehiae, ooetli- eF eaelesure 
uaal taey aseeftaiB that lte &F slle is eaetled te Yate;- eree,l that a ¥etef may ee aeeem,Paaied 
iRte tile wting maelliee, eeeUI- &f eaelesare ey- &is eW age twel¥e &f yeueger. 

Drafting Note: Subsection A of the preceding section incorporates the first part of eXisting 
§ 24.1-218 and subsection B proyides for the admission of children to the voting booth with a
parent.

§ 24.1 129 24.2-644 . Plaee aaEl maeaer ef mamag Voting by paper ballot; llaedieapped aBEl
elderly vetefS. voting for presidential electors; write-in votes .- A. The qualified voter shall take 
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the official paper ballot and � t& enter the voting booth. A YEKef fBQ¥ ee aeeempaaied tMe 
tee Y4MiBI eeea, � Ms eMl4 818 PNel¥e eF yeangeF. A llaadieappeEI &F eldeFly Y4MeF; as defiaea 
i& § au 97, � ee ll&eded a NHM e11tside tee pelHag pleee lMH � He leM tlleFeef ey eae 
el tlle effieef9 &Be i& Ms pFeSeaee IMif i& a � waeF, fHfli &fl& f'efttf& tile same te fMlell. 
eMee wile sllel,I pFeeeeEI as pFe!Jiaed iA § 34.1 131. 

After entering the voting booth, the qualified voter shall mark immediately preceding the 
name of each candidate for whom he wishes to vote l&F a check (I cm) or a crcm (X or +) 
RlftM or a line (s) in the square provided for such purpose, leaving unmarked the square 
preceding the name of each candidate for whom he does not wish to vote fe:F unm&Hed . Any 
ballot marked so that the · intent of the voter is clear shall be counted. 

B. The qualified voter at a presidential election shall mark the square preceding the names
and party designation for his choice of candidates for President and Vice-President His ballot so 
marked shall' be counted as ii he had marked squares preceding the names of the individual 
electors affiliated with his choice for President and Vice-President 

c. At all elections except primary and presidential elections it shall be lawful for any voter
to p1eee upea die eflieial hellet in Ms ewn 11:&Bd�tiag die B8IBe et vote for any person other 
than the listed candidates for � the office aae t& vete fM suen � BY maFliiag die same 
ey a eeeelE ffem)- w eFeS& -EX w � IR8ff 9f a 1iBe -00- sames plaeed tlleFeen Bet i& 
eeafeABBBee llereWHli. sllaD Ile eeaated lef see& l)efS8& by writing or hand printing the person's 
name on the official _ballot . No check or other mark shall be required to cast a valid write-in 
vote. 

No write-in vote shall be counted unless the name is entered on the ballot in conformance 
with this section. No write-in vote will shall be counted when it is apparent to the officers of 
election that a voter has voted for the same person for the same office more than one time. 

No write-in vote shall be counted for an office for any person whose name appears on the 
ballot as a candidate for that office. If two or more persons are to be elected to the same 
office, a voter may vote for one or more persons whose names do appear on the ballot and one 
or more persons whose names do not appear on the ballot, provided that the total number of 
votes cast by him for that office does not exceed the number of persoas to be elected to that 
office. 

Drafting Note: The provision for admitting children to the voting booth is covered in 
subsection B of § 24.2-643. The provision on curbside voting is transferred to proposed § 24.2-649. 
Subsection B incorporates existing § 24.1-161 on marking the ballot for presidential electors. A 
reference is added to presidential elections in subsection C to recognize the fact that no 
provision is made in Virginia for write-in votes in presidential elections. The final paragraph of 
subsection C is existing law in § 24.1-217 on voting machines. It is transferred to this section 
since it is applicable to all ballots. 

The requirement is deleted that a voter mark an "x" by the name of his write-in vote. No 
mark is required on machine write-in votes and the requirement is not needed for paper ballots 
since the voter's intent is clear from the fact of his writing in the person's name. 

§ 2 u 161. H&w eallets t& Ile JR&rked. Tile EfY&lified ¥9tefS at saie eleeaen SHH desigaate
tlleiF pFefeFenee IM eaaditlates fM eleeteFS el PRsideet aaEI- Viee PresideBt h¥ maflaBg, as 
pre·Jided ill f au 129, tile Sffll8ff p1eeediag tile aame et tile pelieeal paftY w paftY aame el 
Ms elleiee, alM! tile Ballets S& marked sllall Ile eeuated as ii s�Fes flFeeedi&g !lie R8fBe5 ef *lie 
iadktiElaal eleeters nemiaated � seleeted BY Slleh pelitieal peFBeS 9f tile gr-e:aps el petitieneFS 
W Mell S& IIH!Red. 

Drafting Note: The provisions of this section are incorporated in subsection B of § 24.2-644 
since they relate to the method of marking . the ballot. 

§ 24.1139 24.2-645 . Delaeiag Defaced paper ballots aeeidentally .- Slleuld If any paper
ballot � is unintentionally or accidentally defaced ift sue& a way teat i-t is and rendered unfit 
for voting h¥ suell- , the voter ; lie may deliver s:ae& the defaced ballot to the officer of election 
and receive another. The returned ballot shall be marked spoiled by the officer of election and 
placed in the spoiled ballot envelope. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. 
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§ 24.l 131 24.2-646 . Voter folds paper ballot and hands same to officer who deposits it
unopened in box.-The qualified voter shall fold tBe- each ballot with the names of the 
candidates and questions on the inside and hand the same folded ballot to the appropriate 
officer of tee election ; WM . The officer shall place the same ballot in the ballot box without 
any inspection furtb.er tb.aft except to assure himself that only a single ballot has been tendered 
and that the ballot is a genuine ballot ; fef wMeR- 49"er 1nn-,ese Ile may; witlieut . Without
Jr ,.., ;ng at the printed inside of the ballot, the officer may inspect the official seal apea on the 
b<.tCK thereef of the ballot to determine if it is genuine . 

Drafting Note: Stylistic changes only. 

§ au 219 24.2-647 . l>emenstr-aaea Voting equipment; demonstration on election day.- fiK:
the iBStruetiea &! Y&fefS es � eleeaen day; tliefe � ee prer.•ided fef eaelt peDmg p1aee The
electoral board shall provide at each polling place on election day, for the voting device in use, 
a model of, or materials displaying, a portion of die its ballot face el tile maeaiae e1= ee¥iee . 
Saee- The model or materials shall be located on the table of one of the officers or in some 
other place accessible to the voters t &ftfl. eaeh- \l6ter S& aesiriag shall; eelefe ve&Bg; he 
instruetee i:egaFdiag . An officer of election shall instruct any voter, who requests instruction
before voting, on the proper manner of voting. The � officer may direct the voter's
attention may alse ee eeHee t& tlie tliagmm eE tee taee el tlie maeb.ise * ae¥tee to sample
ballots so that the voter may become familiar with the location of the questions and the names 
of tile offices and candidates. 

Ill ae ease ef. For equipment using ballots te he inserted in electronic counting devices, an 
officer of election shall pFeviee t& , using a demonstration ballot and equipment,· shall show each 
voter se eesirieg who requests , immediately on entry to the polling place, a demeesa:atiee el 
the manner in which the ballot is to be voted usiRg a demeRStratieR eaHet aBd J/9tiBg deYiEe . 

I& ease If any voter, after entering the voting maeb.iee, EkWiee 9f booth, shall ask- asks for 
further instructions concerning the manner of voting, two of the officers, from different political 
parties ; if pessiele, shall give such instructions to him, but no officer shall in any manner 
request, or seek to persuade or induce any such voter to vote for or against any particular 
ticket, * 14* m: agaiBSt aay partiealar candidate, or 14* 6F agaiest aBy partieular ameedmeat; or
question eF pPei,esitiee . After giving such instructions and before the voter votes, the effieer 
slNlH-; eef6Fe ae yetef lies Yefetl; retire officers shall leave the voting booth , and suell- the voter 
shall' cast his ballot in secret. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Officers of election are available to represent each 
political party and so the phrase "if po$ible" is deleted. 

§ 2 u 217 24.2-648 . Write-in votes on voting equipment .- ¥ates Write-in votes may be cast
on voting equipment for any person whose name does not appear on the ballot a& tae maeaiae 
m: � as a candidate for the office Me ltel=eia refen=ed t& as write ie s.iates. WBe& twe � 
met=e pefSeRS are te ee eleeted t& tile same e#iee; aa eleeter may Yete ffM= ese m: mere pefSeBS 
wllese names appear � tBe eallet aae f9f ooe 9f mere peFSeBS wnese names ti& B&t se 
appear, preJJided teat tae � \14*eS east feF tliat effiee oo Bet exeeed the aumeer el pefSeRS t& 
ee eleeteEI t& fllat effi.ee being voted, subject to this section and th·e provisions of § 24.2-644 not
in conflict with this section . 

Baell S\tell write ie � must he estefed m tee reeeptaele &F area desiggateEI e& tile 
maeb.iae &F- eeYiee fef tile effiee Being ¥etetl aee, � eR maehines m: de11iees wll-ie& pf'e11ide 
a meeeaeism � wltiM tae aame is eleetF-enieally este1=ed, must ee w-rittee � tile � iB ms 
aw& llaBS'ii'riBRg. 

Ne Wiite ia \Zete sllaH ee eeuated f0f! 3ftY pefSel1- � any effiee waese BaRie appeai=s e& tile 
belJet as a eanaiaate 14* that � 

Each write-in vote shall be entered in the receptacle or area designated on the device for 
the office being elected. A write-in vote must shall be cast in its appropriate place, or it shall be 
void and not counted. 

Ne write ia � will- ee eeaateEl WBeB- it is afJfJareat t& tae eff.ieers 9f. eleetiea tllat a ¥eteF 
aes ¥etee leF tse same pef'SOO far tae same effiee mere taan ooe time:-

Except on devices which provide a means to enter a name electronically, each write-in vote 
shall be entered by the voter in his own handwriting or hand printing. 
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Drafting Note: The changes do not affect the substance of existing requirements. Portions of 
existing § 24.1-217 are applicable to paper and voting equipment ballots and are transferred to 
§ 24.2-644. Provisions in § 24.2-644 apply to voting equipment ballots unless in conflict with this
section and the three stricken provisions are covered in § 24.2-644 and applicable to both paper
and equipment ballots.

§ 24.1 132 24.2-649 . Assistance for certain voters.- A. Any voter age 65 or older or
physically disabled may request and then shall be handed a paper ballot by an officer of 
election outside the polling place but within 150 feet of the entrance to the polling place. The 
voter shall mark the ballot in the officer's presence but in a secret manner and fold and return 
the ballot to the officer. The officer shall immediately return to the polling place and deposit 
the ballot in the ballot box in accordance with § 24.2-646.

B. Any qualified voter, who requires assistance to vote by reason of physical disability or
inability to read or write, may, if he so requests, be ai6ee ill tile p,epaf&tiea ef Ms eallet ey 
eBe ef ae effieefS ef eleet-iea designated ey llimself M assisted in voting. II he is blind, he may 
designate an officer of election or any other person designated ey llimself, to assist him. If he is 
unable to read and write or disabled for any cause other than blindness, he may designate an 
officer of election or some other person to assist him other than the voter's employer or agent 
of that employer, or officer or agent of the voter's union ; aeept tllat any qualified Y9tef wit& 
is MiBd- may Ile aided ey aay ,efSeft lie desigBates . =Ale effieel: el eleeaee M etlleF pefS8ft se 
desigaated sllal,l assist tile qaalified Yetef iB tile prep&Fat:ien ef llis &aHet i& aeeerdaeee with Ms 
iastraetiens ane wUlleut selieitiag llis J/ete * iB � maaae, Mtempt-iag te iaAueaee ms J/ete 8Rtl 
sllaH net in aay maaaer divulge eF indieate, ey signs M etllef'WiSe, llew tile w,ter J/9teEl ee any 
efliee M issue: 

The officer of election or other person so designated shall not enter the booth with the voter 
unless (i) the voter signs a request stating that he requires assistance by reason of physical 
disability or inability to read or write and (ii) the officer of election or other person signs a 
statement that he is not the voter's employer or an agent of that employer, or an officer or 
agent of the voter's union, and that he will act in accordance with the requirements of this 
section , wept tllat neitller tile request R&F statemeat slHHl he required te ite sigBe& ii Ole 
� eeing assisted is DliBfl • The request and statement shall be sigBe& BBdei= eatll- on a single 
form furnished by the State Board ef Eleeaeas . If the voter is unable to sign the request, his 
own mark acknowledged by him before an officer of election shall be sufficient signature. If the 
voter being assisted is blind, neither the request nor the statement shall be required to be signed 
and an officer of election shall advise the voter and person assisting the voter of the 
requirements of this section and record the name of the voter and the name and address of the 
person �ng him. 

The officer of election or other person so designated shall assist the qualified voter in the 
preparation of his ballot in accordance with bis instructions and without soliciting bis vote or in 
any manner attempting to innuence his vote and shall not in any manner divulge or indicate, by 
signs or otherwise, how the voter voted on any ollice or question. 

Ji:81: a wiHlul 11ielatiea ef any ef tile previsieas &f. A person who willfully violates this se�eB, 
tile ,e,see se v4elet-iag subsection shall be deemed guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor aa& � 
eeefiaed iB jail net less tA8& tltFee aer meFe tllaR twewe meeU!s; prel'Jided tllat . In addition, 
the provisions of § 24.l 279 24.2-1016 and its felony penalties for false statements shall be 
applicable to any request or statement signed pursuant to this section uBdef: eetll . 

Dratting Note: Subsection A contains the provision in existing § 24.1-129 for curbside voting 
by elderly and disabled voters. Subsection B concerns 8$istance for voters in the polling place 
and is revised to simplify the language without substantive change except (i) to provide for Class 
1, rather than special, misdemeanor penalties and (ii) to cross-reference the proposed false 
statement provision in § 24.2·1016, which replaces the former perjury provision. Subsection B 
applies to voting by paper ballots or voting equipment and the term voting booth applies to all 
voting ·enclosures. Existing § 24.1-220 is incorporated in subsection B. 

§ 3 4.1 229. .\.ssistanee te 1.ceteFS. Tile p,er.r-isieRS el � esieg eleeeen laws ,elaeng te tile
assistaaee te ee gwe& te veteFS sllall alse � where � maelliaes * � de1;iees are 
usee, an& the W&ffl "heetll," wllea used ift suell- seeaeRS, sllall IJe iateJ'f'fetee. te ieeh1ee tile 
¥etiftg maelline, deviee, eeetB- 9f eeelesure. 

Drafting Note: This section is incorporated in proposed § 24.2-649, subsection B, which is 
applicable to voting by paper ballot or voting equipment. 
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§ 24.1 132.1 24.2-650 . Officers to sign only official papers, etc.-No officer of election shall
sign or otherwise mark any paper, form , or item, other than one furnished by the State Board 
et Blediess , his electoral board , or general registrar, at his polling place during the hours that 
the polls are open. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1133 24.2-651 . Wit& may ellalleege Voter who is challenged; how challenge tried.-Any
qualified voter may, and it shaY- he the euty el the officers of election t& shall , challenge the 
vote of any person who may he is listed on the precinct registered voter list but is known or 
suspected not to be a eaiy qualified voter. 

When any person is se challenged, an officer shall explain to him the qualifications of a 
voter , and may examine him as t& tbe � aBEl- if concerning his qualifications. 

The officers of election are hereby authorized to administer the necessa.,y oath or 
affirmation to any witness brought before them to testify as to the qualifications of any person 
offering to vote. 

If the person being challenged insists that he is qualified ; and the challenge is not 
withdrawn, one of the officers shall telMleF t& &im give him a form containing the following eM& 
wMel!- lie SBaH talre alMl su'bsefi'be statement : "I do selema� sweaF {ef af.firm) Heel= peeal,ty el 
perfttry hereby state, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to 
§ 24.2-1016, that I am a citizen of the United States, that I am at least eighteen years of age (or
will be on the .... day of ...... , .... ), that I am a resident of the Commonwealth of Virginia (or 
that I have been a resident of this Commonwealth within the preceding thirty days and am 
voting only for electors of President and Vice-President of the United States), and that, 
according to the best of my knowledge, information and belief, I am not disqualified from voting 
by the Constitution and laws of this Commonwealth; that my full name is ............... ; that in such 
name I was duly registered as a voter of this precinct; that I am now or at some time since the 
last November general election have been an actual resident of the same; that I am the 
identical person I represent myself to be; and that I have not voted in this election at this or 
any voting place and will not vote in this election at any other voting place. Se lteijl me Ge&: " 
If. lie refuses. t& tal£e sue& eafll his ¥ete sllaH ee rejeetee; if; llewe¥er, Ile eees take H; ms ¥ete 
s1ta11, he r-eeeived. ABEi- fee effieeFS el eleet:iea are nereby autneli!ed t& administer tile 11eeesse13· 
eatB- ef effirmaaees t& all Wim.esses ereagllt � tllem t& testify as t& Ole qu.alifieaeees el 
any pefS9& effeAag t& � Wftefl tile Y&te el aay pefS9& sl1all he reeeir1ed, after Ba¥iBg talEeB 
tne eaa preserihed m Olis seeaen, it .sltall he tile euty el 

If the person challenged refuses to sign the statement, he shall not be permitted to vote. It, 
however, he signs the statement, he shall be permitted to vote on the voting system in use at 
the precinct. 

When the voter has signed the statement and is permitted to vote, the officers of election te 
wme shall indicate on the pollbook, at the eee el alter the name of such person, � weffl 
"SlW'.1eFfi." that he has signed the required statement. 

If the eat& && tile envelope containing a voted absentee ballot has been properly suhsea'bed 
signed by the voter, such ballot shall not be subject to challenge pursuant to this section. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The requirement for an administered oath to the 
challenged voter is replaced by the requirement for a signed statement subject to comparable 
penalties. 

§ � 24.2-652 . Voter whose name erroneously deleted omitted from seeks precinct
registered voter list .- ff � � wllese name ltaS eeen eff8eeeti51,y deleted ff6IB- fee 
regisa=aties eeeks;- 9ee,t DY � f)HfSaaet te §§ 24.1 S9 Yi:Feugk 24.1 82, sllall a�i,ear at � 
eleeaea &Rd � ta \Z6te; � DeiRg iafeRRed DY tile general registrar t1laf lte is registered t& 
¥ete; and upe& saasfaete.ry f)M&f E&at Ile is 11aalified t& Y&te aBEl- tnat Ile has Def ellaaged ms 
resideaee siBee Bis registratiea, Ms name sb:aH ee restered t& tee registratiee heeks DY tile 
effieei:s el eleetiea, aBEl he SftaD he permitted te ¥ete: Ill suell- eYeBt Ole � Sft8ll swear; 
Wlder peealty ef l)erjayY, When a person offers to vote and his name does not appear on the 
precinct registered voter list, the officers of election shall permit him to vote only if all of the 
following conditions are met: 

1. An officer of election is informed by the general registrar that the voter is registered to
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vote, that his registration has not been cancelled, and that bis name is erroneously omitted from 
the precinct registered voter list. 

2. The voter signs a statement, subject to felony penalties for false statements pursuant to 
§ 24.2-1016, that he is a ewy qualified and registered voter of that precinct, a resident of that
precinct, and set su.ejeet te pm:ge fHlfSU&Bt te §§ 24.l 69 tb.Feugh 24.l 62. If su.eli ,eFSe& takes
tee eat-a, ee sllall- tile& prev-iEle, aBtl the effieef: e# eleetiea sllall � e& the registFaBee eeek
asee at t:b.e peHs;- bis registration is not subject to cancellation pursuant to § § 24.2-430 through
24.2-432; and be provides, subject to such penalties, all the information required to identify saea
JtefSeft himself including social security number, if any, full name including the maiden or any
other prior legal name, birthdate , and complete address ; elMI S\left pefSeft sb.&ll tb.eft ee gi¥eft
& eaHet.

3. The officer of election enters the identifying information for the voter on the precinct
registered voter list. 

When the Yete ef aay suell pefS&& sb.aH ee reeeiTJeEI, &fief IMWiRg eeee atlmiaistereEI the 
eMft; it snaH ee tile � ef voter bas signed the statement and is permitted to vote, the officers 
of election te Write shall indicate on the pollbook, at tl!e efKi ef after the name of such person, 
tile W8AI- 0swem." that he has signed the required statement. 

Drafting Note: Revised to state present law procedures more plainly without substantive 
change and to incorporate the reference to the proposed false statement penalties of § 24.2-1016. 

§ 24.1 55.l 24.2-653 . Hew eeNi& \Zetes 1:reated Voter whose name does not appear on
precinct registered voter list .- A. When a person offers to vote pursuant to § � 24.2-652 
and the general registrar is not available or cannot state that lie the person is registered to vote, 
then such Y9te person shall be allowed to vote by paper ballot in the manner provided #ef 
ltefeHt in this section . 

Buell pefSeft sb.aH ee giveB- a eaUet aB& a greee eavelepe pr-e'liEleEI � tee State � ef 
Eleetiens, eeaesg ea the eatsiee SHeB- iaestit=y4ag isfeRRatiee as reEtaired ey � ileaf&: 

Such person shall be given a paper ballot and provide, subject to the penalties tor making 
false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, on a green envelope supplied by the State Board, the 
identifying information required in § 24.2-652. The officers of election shall enter the appropriate 
information for the person on the precinct registered voter list but not mark his name as having 
voted nor enter it on the precinct pollbook. 

He The voter shall then aB& tb.eR , in the presence of an officer of election, but in a secret 
manner, mark the ballot ; as provided in § 24.1 129, and; witlleat malaeg lm&wB- tile maaeer ef 
maH:isg same, 24.2-644 and seal it in the green envelope pre11iEled, en whiell the elf.ieff sh.all 
eeml)lete tae iefermaaee Feqaired . The envelope containing the ballot shall then be placed in 
the ballot box by an officer of election.· 

� An officer of election shall inform the voter sliall- � isfenned that a determination of 
his right to vote shall be made by the electoral board on the following day iB � geeeml 
Fegistr-ar's effiee; ef 5elRe eteer Elesige.eted reem ill tile eeaFtllellSe ift tile � � eity aRd 
shall be ad"l4seEl and advise the voter of the beginning time at wlliek- saell- determiBaeee saall
eemmeeee and place tor the board's meeting . 

§ 2 U 65.2. Buty. ef eleeteFal D08RI- ane Fegistraf' eeeeeming eertaie Yates. N'etwitltstaadieg
any pr-eYi5ien el law � tile eeetr&ry, wile& \Zetes Me eeu.eteEI, tllese B. The votes cast pursuant 
to ; au H.l shall- subsection A , in their unopened envelopes, shall be sealed in a special 
envelope marked "Challenged Votes," inscribed with the number of envelopes contained therein 
and su.hseehed signed by the officers of election who counted them. Saeli, ew:elepes Sft8H. Bf 
Beeft el tile day fellewiag tile eleeaea All challenged votes envelopes shall be delivered to the 
clerk of· the circuit court who shall immediately deliver all such envelopes to the secretary of 
the electoral board. 

The memhefS el tRe electoral board shall preeeea t& meet on the day following the election 
and determine whether each person having cast such a ballot was entitled to do so. One 
authorized representative of each political party or independent candidate in a general election 
or one authorized representative of each candidate in a primary or special election, who is a 
qualified voter of the city or county, shall be permitted to remain in the room in which the 
determination is being made so long as he does not lli&Eler, eelay &f ath.erw-ise impede the 
orderly conduct of the determination. 
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If the electoral board determines that such person was not entitled to vote, or is unable to 
determine his right to vote, the envelope containing his ballot shall not be opened and his vote 
shall not be counted. The general registrar shall notify in writing pursuant to § � 24.2-114

those persons found not properly registered. 

If the electoral board determines that such person was entitled to vote, the precinct 
registered voter list shall be so marked, the name of. the voter shall be entered in a challenged 
votes pollbook, the envelope shall be opened , and the ballot placed in a ballot box without any 
inspection further than that provided for in § 24.1 131 24.2-646 . 

Ytt6ft On completion of its determination, the electoral board shall proceed to count such 
ballots and certify the results of SllEk- its count. Saell Its certified results shall be added to those 
found pursuant to § 24.1 146 24.2-671 . No adjustment shall be made to the statement of results 
for the precinct in which the person offered to vote. 

The certification of the results of the count together with all ballots and envelopes, whether 
open or unopened, and other related material shall be delivered by the electoral board to the 
clerk of the circuit court and retained by him as provided for in §§ 24.1 143 aBd- 24.1144 
24.2-668 and 24.2-669.

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Existing §§ 24.1-55.1 and 24.1-55.2 are brought 
together in one section to address the procedure for a voter to vote who is not listed as 
registered. The requirement under present practice of an oath on the challenged vote envelope 
is replaced by the reference to the false statements statute. 

§ 24.1138 24.2-654 . Officers to Jock and seal voting equipment and ascertain vote after polls
closed; statement of results.-As soon as the polls are finally closed , the officers of election 
shall Jock each voting and counting device against further voting. They shall then proceed to 
ascertain the vote given at the election and saell- aseertaiameat SBall continue without 
adjournment until they declare the ffS1ffi tlleFeef is deelared results of the election . They shall 
seal the devices. 

In ascertaining the vote, the officers of election shall complete a statement of results in 
duplicate on the form and in the manner prescribed by the State Board m �leeaens . 

Drafting Note: This section and the next several sections spell out the steps taken after the 
polls close. The requirement to lock the voting equipment is the first step and so stated at the 
outset. The language is transferred from existing § 24.1-222 without substantive change. The 
provisions applicable to paper ballots and voting machines are merged in these sections to avoid 
duplication and to give a complete picture of the post-election proc� in one article. 

§ 24.l 137 24.2-655 . Representatives of political parties and candidates to be present on
request.- :i:ae eallets shall Bet ee talien lF&m tile 98* i& � eut S&aJl. ee i& the preseaee ef 
aet mere tllaft tw& Fepreseataaves ff6m eaell- pelitieal P8ffY repFeseated i& tee eleetiea ane a 
represeaEative frefft eaell iadef)eadeat eaadidate ei= JH'imary eeadidate ii suea repFese&t&tives 
request Q:e etfieeFS ef eleeuea te all&w tsem- te ee prese&t WBe& ae hallets Me talieB ff0IB � 
BeJE; aBtl- suelt repFeseetath1es sllaH ee eetit-led te ee pFeseat and- wit&ess tee eeaat el tee eaHets 
aB& Q:e maki&g up ef tile retums as 'bereieafter prev4Eled. Before proceeding to ascertain the 
vote, the officers of election shall determine whether no more than two representatives of each 
political party having candidates in the election. and one representative of each independent 
candidate or primary candidate request to be present while the absentee ballots are cast votes 
are counted, and returns are comple�ed. 

Each representative ; wli& shall be a qualified voter of the city or county in which the 
polling place is located ; and shall have aBEl present to the officers of election a written 
statement certifying that he is an authorized representative, signed by his Fespeeave party 
chairman for the jurisdiction in which the election is held M tile Fespeetive , the independent 
candidate aesignatiag � f)efS9B ta Ile a Fef)Feseetaave &f � � er eaedidate � tile 
f)Bff9Ses ef t'bis seetie& er ay , or the candidate in a primary t'bat 'be is a Fepreseatati11e M Q:e 

eaadiEiate. , as appropriate. Such representatives shall be entitled to be present while the votes 
are counted and shall remain unt{I the returns are completed. 

In case such representatives, or any of them, do not request to be present, the officers shall 
notify the bystanders , if any , and select Hem them as many- one or more to eeme ill as be 
present with tee any available representatives of the pelitieal parties or iaele13eedent eaaelidate 
er :primary eaadiaate f)Feseet shall fRalEe tlte e1:1meer m feuf; aRtl ill theiF f)Feseaee shall epee 
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ae halle£ eees � aseeFtain aREI eeanl ae ¥ates:- candidates so that there are as many as tour 
bystanders and represenmtives present 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.2-656. Officers to sign pollbooks.- As soon as the last absentee ballot, if any, is cast,
the officers of election shall write on the pollbook immediately following the name of the last 
voter the words "Polls Qosed, '' the date of the election, and the time of their endorsement. 
They shall sign the pollb!)ok immediately following their endorsement and proceed to ascertain 
the vote. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. This provision is taken from § 24.1-135 and set out 
separately in .following the election day chronology. 

§ 24.1 222 24.2-657 • Determination of vote on voting equipment .- As seen as the ,ells el
eleetiea m:e elesee tlte effieeFS el eleetiea SBell immediately le8 &Be seal eaell- YetiBg maeb.iee 
8Btl eeuatiag fJeYiee egaiBst lurther � In the presence of all persons who may be lawfully 
preseat present lawfully at the time, giving full view of the voting equipment and counters or 
eeuaaag de1:iees, they printed return sheets, the officers of election shall determine and 
announce the results as shown by the counters or printed return sheets, including the votes 
recorded for each office on the write-in ballots, and shall also announce the vote ape& on every 
emeadm.eet, pr-epesiaea &F question \J9tee upea . The vote as registered shall be entered on a 
the statement of results iB duplieete en tile feAB anEl iB &e 1R811Ber preseribed � tile � 
Beefe el Bleetieas aae wile& . When completed , the statement shall be compared with the 
mun.her on the counters el tae maeli.iaes on the equipment or on the printed return sheets. 
Wllea- · le&Bd- te he eeFRet tile statements sllaH be fily eeFtified &Be swem- te &Rd retumed &Re 
Alee as pr-eTJided i& §§ 24.1142 aae au 143. II tl!e a111nbeFS eeumed &¥ all maelliees er de1:iees 
II, on all mechanical or direct electronic voting devices, the number of persons voting in the 
election or the number of votes cast for any office or on any question, total more than the 
number of names on the pollbooks of persons voting on maelliaes &F the devices, the figures 
recorded by the maelliaes &F devices shall be accepted as correct ; pre,rided, llewe1:er, tb.at & •
A statement to that effect shall be entered by the officers of election in the space provided on 
the statement of results. 

Dratting Note: The requirement to lock and seal voting equipment is set out in proposed 
§ 24.2-654. The provision to sign and certify the statement of results is set out in proposed
§ 24.2"'667.

§ 24.122.2.1 24.2-658 . Maelliaes er deYiee Devices with printed return sheets; disposition of
sheets.-H maelliaes er devices el tlte type that print returns are used, the printed inspection 
sheet and two copies of the printed return sheet containing the results of the election for each 
m.eelliae er device shall be inserted in the envelope containing the pollbooks by the officers of 
election and sealed and returned as required by § 2 U 143 24.2-668 . 

The printed inspection sheets and one copy eeell- el suell- of the printed return sheets shall 
be kept with the pollbooks and preserved as provided in § au 144 24.2-669.

One copy eeelt el Hell- of the printed return sheets shall be made available by the clerk of 
the circuit court on the day following the election and for sixty additional days t-Bereafter for 
inspection and transcribing information therefrom by the public. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 223. 6eH* el abseetee ¥etefS! MHets aee wfi.te ie ballets. II ,ape: hell&ts :11.aYe heeB
¥ete& ·9¥ abseatee \l8tefs; suee eeHets SHU- ee eeueted aatl talW &Be tile ¥ete t-Bereen ffW eeeh 
eaadidate, ameeElmeM er prepesiaea addee te tile wte as reeerdeEl ea tile ¥eaBg maeli.iae ef 
deYiee aae iaeluded ia tlte stetemeRt el resuit:S. Siie& ltallets ane any papa: wfi.te ie eaaets sliaH 
he eaelesed iB a sealed- peekage, preperly eadeFSed, aae rem.med ase filee WHll tile eleflE el the 
eit=euit E9UA; 

Dratting Note: Tbe provisions in this section are covered by §§ 24.2-661 through 24.2-667 
which provide for counting paper ballots generally and do not need to be restated. 
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§ au 224 24.2-659 . Locking el voting maeaiaes and counting devices after election and
delivering ef. keys to clerk; printed returns as evidence.-After the officers of election lock and 
seal each voting maeame and counting device sllall lla¥e heen- leeke& � tile effieefS el eleetiea 
, the equipment keys taerete shall be enclosed in a sealed- an envelope ll:a¥iRg whieh shall be

sealed and have endorsed thereon a certificate of tlie effieeFS an otticer of election stating the 
election precinct the number of tile maelliae � each device, the eleetiea JFeeiaet, the number 
on the seal , and the number of the protective counter, if one, aa4 on the device. The sealed 
envelope shall be r-eatmed &IIEl delivered by one of the officers of the election to the clerk of 
the circuit court ; where the election was held. The custodians of the voting equipment shall 
enclose iB a sealea- and seal in an envelope, properly endorsed, tile all other keys to all 
maeaises &F deviees voting equipment in their jurisdiction and deliver same the envelope to the 
clerk of the circuit court by noon on the day following the election. 

The voting maelliees and counting devices shall remain locked and sealed for the period of 
fifteen days after the results of the election have been ascertained and as BHle& leBgel= as may 
he eeeessary et= advisahle heeaase el uy tllr-eateaed eeatest � � FeS\llt el tile eleetie&; 
� as may he aeeessary te pr-epare tlle maeaiaes M eeuatiag ee·>iees � aaetller eleetiea, 
ane- , if· twY contest or recount is pending thereafter, until it has been concluded. The devices 
shall � be opened and all data examined oaly (i) upea- on the order of a court of competent 
jurisdiction or (ii) a,ee, on the request of an authorized representative of the State Board el

Eleetiens or the electoral board at the direction of the State Board el EleetieBS in order to 
msm=e ensure the accuracy of the returns. 

Wllefe. When recounts occur in precincts using prieted FeaH=B � maeaiees eF eeuBBag 
de·Jiees mechanical or direct electronic voting devices with printed return sheets , the printed 
r-emms maee return sheets delivered to the clerk may be used as the official ·evidence of the 
results. 

When the � required time has expired, the clerk of the circuit court shall return all 
voting maeh.iae M deYiee equipment keys to the electoral board. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance except that the language in the next-to-last paragraph 
is revised to address an ambiguity in present law related to recount procedures. The printed 
return sheets produced by voting equipment are the best evidence of the results for mechanical 
and direct electronic voting devices which do not use any type of paper ballot. 

New types of equipment use paper punchcard or marksense ballots with electronic counters. 
For these newer types of equipment, the ballots can be reproc�d in a recount and are better 
evidence of the results of the election than are the printed return sheets produced by the 
counters. Recount courts have followed inconsistent procedures under the present law and either 
relied on the printed return sheets or ordered punchcard ballots to be reproc�d. The revised 
next-to-last paragraph covers mechanical and direct electronic voting equipment, but excludes the 
type of equipment that uses punchcard or marksense ballots. Under proposed § 24.2-802 in the 
chapter on recounts, language is added to require the reproce$ing of punchcard ballots instead 
of relying on the printed return sheets. 

§ 2 u 222.2 24.2-660 . Maeli.iaes eF de·Jiees Devices with memory cartridges.-If a direct
electronic voting maelliae &F deVice retains in its internal memory at least two sets of the 
results of any election, its memory <=artridge shall be removed and delivered under seal to the 
electoral board of the county or city not later than noon on the day following the election. The 
electoral board may use the memory cartridges from all precincts for tallying the vote totals for 
the jurisdiction immediately after the election and in ascertaining the results of the election. The 
memory cartridge shall not thereafter be subject to the security requirements of § au 224 
24.2-659 so long � the results of the election are otherwise retained and secured within the 
machine or device. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ au 138 24.2-661 . Detection and setting aside of double ballots.- � Alter the votes on
all voting and counting equipment have been determined and recorded, the officers of election 
shall at eaee proceed to examine and count the paper ballots to ascertain if any double ballots 
have been cast, and whether the number of ballots corresponds with the number of names on 
the pollbooks of persons who voted on paper ballots t anti ii . If two or more separate ballots 
are found so folded together as to represent the appearance of a single ballot they shall be laid 
aside until the count of the ballots is completed. If, upon a comparison of the count, and the 
number of names of such qualified voters on the pollbooks, it appears that the two or more 
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ballots thus folded together were cast by the same qualified voter, they shall be set aside and 
not counted. 

Dralting Note: No change in substance. The paper ballot count usually follows the equipment 
count. 

§ 34.1139 24.2-662. Procedure when paper ballots exceed names on pollbooks.-lf the ballots
in the box &Fe leaB& t& exceed the number of names on the pollbooks of persons who voted on 
paper ballots, all ballots shall be replaced in the ballot box , aafl. . Then, after the same sltall 
be box is well shaken, ee el tile eflieeFS an officer of election, being blindfolded, shall dfaW 
tllerelfem withdraw a sufficient number of ballots to reduce the same m a number eflti6l of
ballots Jett in the box to the number of such names &I sael1- eleeteFS on the pollbooks. SUell- The 
drawn ballots shall be set aside and not counted. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 149 24.2-663 . When ballot void.-If a ballot is found to have been voted for a greater
number of names for any one office than the number of persons required to fill the office, or if 
the title of the office is erased, the ballot shall be considered void as to all the names 
designated to fill such office, but no further. No ballot shall be void for having been voted for a 
less &11mber el fewer. names than is authorized m IJe iaseAeEI tllereia 

If any person votes, either in person or absentee, more than one time in an election, all 
ballots received from such person shall be void and, if pcmible, not counted. If one such ballot 
has already been cast, any additional ballots received from such person shall be void and not 
counted. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 141 24.2-664 . Reduction in number of ballots.-Whenever the number of ballots is
reduced by fraudulent or void ballots .below the number of names of qualified voters on the 
pollbooks who voted on paper ballots, the cause of such reduction shall be stated in the space 
provided on the statement of results. 

Drafting Note: No change. 

§ 2 u 142 24.2-665 . How ¥etes paper ballots counted &&& retuFBS maee; statement el resaKs
.- Mtef !lie pelleeelis are sigae& A. When the number of paper ballots to be counted has been 
verified , the officers shall ; ill tae pFeseaee el saell, peFSees as shall l3e pre;eat QllElef 
§ 2 4.1 137, proceed to ascertain the number of votes cast by paper ballots for each person �
feF.: De eeUets slt&H ee iedivid11eHy eeeted, aee as and for and against each question. The
votes on all ballots for all onices and questions shall be counted. As soon as all ballots are
counted, they shall be placed in an envelope or container labeled "counted ballots." No person
other than the officers of the election shall handle the ballots.

Ne � eJEeept. Only an official ballot espeeially prepared as provided for in this title shall 
be counted f&T aay pefSea. Ja tBe eYeat tllat . If any unofficial ballot is found among the official 
ballots, suea- the unofficial ballot shall be put aside, not counted and appropriately noted on the 
statement of results. 

M the eeselasiee &I tile e&aM; tile effieefS &I eleetiee sbaH sign lletk- eepies el� &temeat 
&f FeSIHS affi.Fmieg aat tile statement is eemplete aBEl tile i&lermaaea tlleFeea is we aREI 
eeFRet. � espies &f the sigRed, statement el FeS1llts slWI- he inserted ift � last pelleeek fef 
*lie pr�eiaet. 

Drafting Note: The final paragraph of existing § 24.1-142 is shifted to proposed § 24�2-667 so 
that the requirement to sign the statement of results follows both paper and machine ballot 
counting procedures. 

§ 24.1 ua.1 24.2-666 . Procedures to account for paper ballots.- it sllaD he tBe emy ef tee
The State Board &f Bleetiens t& shall prescribe appropriate forms and procedures for use by the 
local electoral boards, general registrars � and officers of election to account for all paper 
ballots, used and unused. 
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Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.2-667. Completion of statement of results.-At the conclusion of determining the votes
cast on voting devices and paper ballots, the officers of election shall verify that all required 
data has been accurately entered, sign both copies of the statement of results, and affirm that 
the statement is complete and the information thereon is true and correct. 

Dratting Note: The requirement to sign the statements of results is stated in existing 
§§ 24.1-142 and 24.1-222. This provision covers both situations.

§ 24.1 143 24.2-668 . Pollbooks, statements of results, and ballots to be sealed and delivered
to clerk.-After ascertaining the ¥ates m the maaser aferesaid results and before adjourning , 
the officers , Defefe tBey aajears, shall put m aa ea•,elei:,e the pollbooks aB& , the duplicate 
statements of results, and any printed inspection and return sheets in the envelopes provided by 
the State Board. The officers shall seal the same; envelopes and direct it them to the clerk of 
the circuit court ef for the county or city iR W&ieB tee eleeaea is llekF, aee tee . The pollbooks 
and- , statements , and sheets thus sealed and directed, tegetller wits- the sealed counted eallet 
ballots envelope or container, and the unused, defaced, spoiled and set aside ballots properly 
accounted for, packaged and sealed, shall be conveyed by one of the officers to be determined 
by lot, if they cannot otherwise agree, to the clerk of court t& weem taey are Elireeted by noon 
on the day following the election , taePe t& remaia UBtR after results ef tile eleeaee aas.ie heeB 
aseertaiaee as pi=e11iE1eEI m §24.l 146 

The clerk shall retain custody of the pollbooks until the time has expired for initiating a 
recount, contest, or other proceeding in which the pollbooks may be needed as evidence and 
there is no proceeding pending. After that time the clerk shall deliver the pol/books to the 
general registrar who shall preserve them for live years from the date of the election. The 
clerk shall retain the statement of results and any printed inspection and return sheets for two 
years and may then destroy them. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The final paragraph on delivering and preserving 
pollbooks is taken from § 24.1-144 so that the provisions on delivering and preserving pollbooks 
are placed in one section. 

§ 24.1144 24.2-669. Clerk to keep ballots for two years; inspection; destruction.-The clerk to
whom the counted and uncounted ballots are delivered as aleFesaie shall, without breaking the 
seal, deposit them in a secure place in bis office, where they shall be safely kept for the 
appi=epriate time set l&ftll eelew in- required by this section t a&e- ae . He shall not allow the 
same ballots to be inspected except (i) by an authorized representative of the State Board ef 
Eleee.ees or by the electoral board at the direction of the State Board ef Eleeaees iB 9ffler te 
iesl:We- to ensure the accuracy of the returns or the purity of the election, (ii) by the officers of 
election, and then only at the direction of the electoral board in accordance with § 2 4..1 147 
24.2-672 when the provisions of § 24.1139 24.2-662 have not been followed, or (iii) on the order 
of a court before which there is pending a proceeding for a contest or recount under Chapter 8 
(§ 24.1 238.1 24.2-800 et seq.) of this title or before whom there is then pending a proceeding in
which the ballots are nece$8ry for use in evidence. · · 

:w:iieee·,er After the counted ballots reqaii=ed ey laW t& ee retumed t& tile eleff!s effiees ift 
tltis Cemmeewealtll sllaD have remained in the effiees clerk's office for as maell- as two years, if 
no election contest or other proceeding ee is pending in which such ballots may be needed as 
evidence, the clerk ef suelt effiees shall destroy such ballots. Wlleeever tile pellbeelis aBEl After 
the unused ballots. required ey law t& ee retllmee t& *Ile elefl£?s effiees shall- have remained in 
the &ffiees ueal the clerk's office and the time SAall &ave has expired for initiating an eleetiea 
a recount, contest , or other proceeding in which such eeelis et= ballots may be needed as 
evidence and no such contest or proceeding is pending, the clerk sllall tBe& deli¥er suell 
f)elleeeks t& tile geaeral registfa.r wh& SBaD f»Fesetve teem- f&F. fi¥e years H&m tile eate el tile 
eleetien, aatl tBe elefl£ may then destroy saeli- the unused ballots. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The provisions on pollbooks are transferred to 
§ 24.2-668.

§ 24.1 14§ 24.2-670 . Clerk to send for books and ballots 0ll failure &f if not delivered by
officers t& retum .-If ffem any eause the officers of election sllall fail to make rewm, as 
prer.riElee deliver the materials to clerk of the circuit court as required by § 24.l 143 24.2-668 
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wHBi& tae � limited ey § 24.1146 before the time for the electoral board to meet and open 
the returns, H saaY ee the euty el tee clerk te whese effiee suea- 1etums eugM t& B&Ve eeee
made te of the circuit court shall dispatch a law e&feFeeme&t effieef , to obtain such returns, a 
Jaw-enforcement officer, who shall be subject to the same penalties and entitled to the same 
compensation as an officer of election for such service. 

Dra!tiag Note: No change in substance. 

§ 2U H6 24.2-671 . Electoral board to meet aBfl e,ea Fetams and ascertain feS\llt results ;
conclusiveness of t=eSUlt se 85eeftaieee results .-Each electoral board shall meet at the clerk's 
office ; &H- may aejeum te tl!e :priaeipel effiee el die geaef&l registfeF, of the county or city 
for which they are appointed at or before 5:00 p.m. el on the day after any election llekl 
t!iei:eia, &BEi 13Feeeed t& . The board may adjourn to the principal office of the general registrar. 
It shall open · the se·:ef&I returns whiell- S&ell mwe � metle at delivered to the clerk's office 
by the officers . 

The board shall ascertain from the returns tile 13efS8as wee Ba¥e r-eeei·,ee tile g1=eatest 
number &f. � ill tae eeuaty w � � Ole ser.1eral effiees te lle liHee at tlie eleet:ies the total 
votes in the county or city, or town in a town election, for each candidate and for and against 
each question and complete the abstract of votes cast at such election, as provided for in § 
24.1 Hi9 24.2-675 . t=l!e For offices for which the electoral board issues the certificate of election, 
the result so ascertained, signed and attested, shall be conclusive and shall not thereafter be 
subject to challenge ey ey t)eFSeft except· as specifically provided in Chapter 8 (§ 24.1 238.1 
24.2-800 et seq.) of this title. 

Once the result is so ascertained, the secretary of the electoral board shall FealfB- te the 
elea all pellbeeliS aaa eBe � &f eaea- siatemeat e# results. � seei:etary !mall � deliver 
the seeeBEI- one copy of each statement of results to the general registrar to be available for 
inspection when his office is open tor business. The secretary shall then return all pollbooks, any 
printed inspection and return sheets, and one copy of each statement of results to the clerk. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 2 4.1 147 24.2-672 . Beaf:d. Electoral board to correct irregularities in returns of officers of
election.- :U it SHH af)pear te any While ascertaining the results of an election, the electoral 
board ; m detemli&i&g file perseas wile ll&Ye r-eeei-'1ed tile greatest a1:1mber el ¥etes lef= ttte 
sevefal effiees 1/&ted- leJ! i& SUE& eleetiea, may find that there are irregularities or informalities 
eeeu, in the returns of the officers of election which can be cured by amending or correcting 
the same; it silall lle die euty e# returns. Then the board immediately te shall summon Sl:left 
elfieeFS, M S11eB- e# · aem as may ee ffl{fUisite , to appear before . the board on the date of the 
summons or the next date thereafter, fer tee JJl:lffese el ameadi&g Sllelt the officers of elections 
required to amend the returns so that the same may conform to the law. The summons may be 
executed by any person authorized by law to serve summonses for witne$es. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 2 4.1 148 24.2-673 . Candidates haVing highest number of votes to receive certificate of
election.-Except in the case of a recount pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 8 (§ 24.1 23&.l 
24.2-800 et seq.) of this title, in all elections for the choice of any officer, unit?$ it is otherwise 
expressly proVided, the person having the highest number of votes tor any office shall be 
deemed to have been elected to such office and shall receive the certificate of election. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ HJ 149 24.2-674 . Determination by lot in case of tie.-If two or more persons have an
equal number of votes for any county, city, town, or district office, and a higher number than 
any other person, the electoral board shall proceed publicly to determine by lot which of the 
candidates shall be declared elected. 

If any two or more persons have an equal number of votes and a higher number than any 
other person for member of the General �embly or of the Congress of the United States, or 
elector of President and Vice-President of the United States, the State Board of Elections shall 
proceed publicly to determine by lot which of them shall be declared elected. Reasonable notice 
shall be given to such candidates of the time when such elections shall be so determined; and if 
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they, or either of them, shall fail to appear in accordance with such notice, the Board shall 
proceed so as to determine the election in their absence. 

PFavided, liewe11eF, tliat � Any person ialliBg witlii& lliis seetieft who loses the 
determination by lot may � the f)FevisieBS ef §§ 34.1 249 aR£I. 24.1 269 eeaeemiag reeeunt 
petition for a recount pursuant to § 24.2.SOO et seq. 

Drafting Note: Clarifying changes only. 

§ 24.1 159 24.2-675 . Abstracts of votes to be made by secretary and forwarded to State
Board el Bleeaeas and to clerks.- S& As soon as the electoral board SBal-i Ele£erm.iae determines 
the persons who have received the highest number of votes for any office, the secretary shall 
make out aastr-aets an abstract of the votes , ooe aesuaet for each of the following: Governor; 
Lieutenant Governor; Attorney General; members of the Senate of Virginia; members of the 
House of Delegates; members of the United States Senate; members of the United States House 
of Representatives; electors of the President and Vice-President of the United States; each county 
office; each city office; each district office; each town office; and such others as may be 
required for statewide measures er f)Fef)esitieBS referenda . SUeli- The abstracts shall contain the 
names of all persons receiving any vote for each office and the total number of votes received 
by each suell person or ¥etee for or against each mea5\lre er f)Fef)esieen question . 

The abstracts, eeiBg shall be certified and signed by the electoral board an& , attested by 
the secretary, saall t:,e and retained by the electoral board as part of its records ; ane all 
ari�aal . A copy of each, certified under the official seal of the electoral .board, shall ee

feFW&rded immediately ta tae � Beaffl el Eleetiees ey mail immediately be mailed or 
delivered by hand to the State Board . The State Board el Eleetiens shall require the electoral 
board of any county or city to correct any errors found on such abstracts prior to completing 
the requirements of § 24.1 IIH 24.2..(j79. 

One certified copy of each abstract of votes shall be forwarded (i) to the clerk of the city 
council or board of supervisors and recorded in its record book , (ii) for town elections, to the 
clerk of the town council and recorded in its minute book, and (iii) for each local referendum, 
to the circuit. court for the locality . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The provisions in the final paragraph are present law 
and summarized in this section. 

§ 24.1 151 24.2-676 . Secretary to make out and deliver certificate of election.- '.Je
Immediately after the electoral board has determined the election results, the secretary shall 
immediately make out ; m fnii:suaeee el the EleteFmiaaaee el the eleetefal � a eemfieale 
certificates of election Im: eaea el tile �erseas &aYiBg tee liigllest numl:Jer ef vetes � any- for 
each county, city, town, or district office ; eat net Im: � effieef. other than an office shared by 
more than one county or city, or any combination thereof , . The secretazy shall make out the 
certificate for each of the persons who has the highest number of votes for the office, who has 
sufficient votes to be elected to a multi-member office, or, in case of a tie, who Ba¥e has been 
decided by lot to be elected. The secretary, or another board member ot registrar designated by 
the secretary, shall deliver in person or the secretary shall transmit by certified mail the same 
certificate to the person elected, as soon as such person has complied with the provisions of § 
24.1 289 24.2-922. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 2U 152 24.2-677 . State Board el EleetieBS to open and record returns; application of
Freedom of Information Act.-The State Board ef EleetieBS Uf)9lt , on receipt of the certified 
abstracts of the votes given in the several counties and cities air-eeted ta he sent ta it , shall 
preeeee ta open the same; aaEl shaJl abstracts and record and carefully preserve them. 

The provisions of Chapter 21 (§ 2.1-340 et seq.) of Title 2.1, the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act, shall not apply · to the certified abstracts of the votes or any other documents 
used by the Board in ascertaining the results of any election until sue& the results have been 
finally determined by the Board. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 
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§ 24.1 163 24.2-678 . Law..enforcement officer to be sent for abstracts not forwarded.-lf mHB
68¥ � m: eify ne SQEli: a�straet el ¥etes saa11, Baile see& reeei!Jee e;i the State Board &f 
EleetieBS has not received the abstracts of votes from any county or city within seven days next 
after any election, it shall dispatch a law-enforcement officer to obtain a copy of the same 
abstract from the official having charge thereof f aBd: suel1- • That official shall immediately, on 
demand of sue& the officer , make out and deliver to him the copy required, whiell � &f tee 
abstfeet &f Yetes and the officer shall deliver the abstract to the State Board &f Eleeaens
without delay , te ee reeerded as aferesaid 

Drafting Note: Stylisti� changes only. 

§ 2U 164 24.2-679 . State Board el Eleeaens to meet and make statement as to number of
votes.- � tile puff)ese ef aseeftaieieg tile PeSlllt &f eleetiees, Elie A. The State Board el 
EleetieBS shall meet on the fourth Monday in November to ascertain the results of the 
November election . If a majority of the Board are not present or if, for any other reason, the 
Board is ieeapable ef aseertaiBiag tile reswt e eleeaees unable to ascertain the results on tBe 
leaR& Meeday iB Ner,.rember that day , the meeting shall stand adjourned UBtiJ t&e Bes day aBtl 
se from day to day for not more than three days until a quorum � is present and the Board 
has ascertained the FeSQl.t ef eleetiees results as provided in this section. 

The Board shall , upea tile eertif.ieEl abstmets e& file iB: its effiee.; _preeeee te examine the 
certified abstracts on, file in its office and make statements of the whole number of votes given 
at any such election for members of the General Assembly, Governor, Lieutenant Governor and 
Attorney General, members of the United States Congress and electors of President and 
Vice-President of the United States, and any officer shared by more than one county or city, or 
any combination thereof, or for so many of such officers as have been voted for at sue& the 
election. 

The statement shall show t&e sames el pefSees fer whelB suell ¥ates llaYe eeee giYeft fer 
eHllff el the efftees aae tae wltele number giYeB- t& eaea; disti:&gHislli:ag tile se-;eml distriefs, 
eities aBEl eeu&ti.es iB wMell- diey were giYeB.- Dey , for each office and each county, city, and 
election distric� the whole number of votes given to each candidate and to any other person 
elected to office. The Board members shall certify Sllell- the statements to be correct and 
subseribe tBeiF B8IReS tb.erete, aRtl tb.ey. sign the statements. The Board shall ts.ereapea then 
determine wllat those persons lla¥e eeea ey- who received the greatest number of votes and 
have been duly elected to suelt effiees, er ettb.ef: 9' tllem, e& each office. The Board members 
shall endorse and subscribe on such statements a certificate of suell- their determination , aee- .
The Board shall record each certified statement and determination in a suitable book to be kept 
by it in its office fer th.at �Hfl)ese eaea Slleft eertified statemeBt aBd dete,miaaaee 

B. The State Board shall meet as soon as possible after it receives the returns for any
special election held at a time other than the November general election to ascertain the results 
of the special election in the manner prescribed in subsection A. If the returns have not been 
received within seven days of the election, the Board shall meet and adjourn from day to day 
until it receives the returns, ascertains the results, and makes its determination. 

Drafting Note: Stylistic changes in subsection A. Subsection B is transferred to this section 
from existing § 24.1-155 because it concerns the time for the State Board to meet and determine 
the results of elections. 

§ 24.1 ISS 24.2-680 . Certificates of election.-Subject to the requirements of § 24.1 269
24.2-922 , the State Board el Eleetiens shall without delay make � complete and transmit to 
each of the persons tb.erelJy declared to be elected a certificate of his election, certified by it 
under its seal of office. In the election of a member of the United States Congress ef tile UeiteEl 
States , it shall also forward a certificate of election ef sue& member to the clerk of eaeh: Sll€h 
Wy, respeetir.1ely the United States Senate or House of Representatives, as appropriate . The 
names- of tllese members elected to the General Assembly shall be certified by the State Board 
e Eleeaaes to the clerk of eaeli Wf, res13eeti1.iely the House of Delegates or Senate, as

appropriate . The names of the persons elected Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney 
General shall be certified by the State Board e Eleeaens to the 9eFk- clerks of the House of 
Delegates and the 9eFk- ef tile Senate ef Virgiaia . The name of any officer shared by more 
than one county or city, or any combination thereof, shall be certified by the State Board ef 
Eleetief15 to the clerk of the circuit court having jurisdiction in each affected county or city. 

!ft Eases e s,eeial eleetiens te fiH -;aeaaeies held at aay etBef time thaft that fiee fer 
geaeral eleetieDS, the State � ef Eleetieas saaJ.l meet as seeB as f)essiele � the retHms 6' 
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suea eleeaeas are reeei:r.ted fer the fH!FJ)ese el aseertaiaiag tee resalt el sueh speeial eleeaees i& 
tBe maaaer aereiaeefere set feRll:. But ii � absk-aets, er any el *8em; snaa net ee reeeived 
wffll.iB se¥eB- days #fem tb:e eleetiea, the � S&aH meet aBEl aejeam � time te time QftB4 
tBe abstJ:aets shall he reeeiit.ted aRa � result el saell eleetieR EletenRiaed. 

Drafting Note: The final paragraph is shifted to subsection B of the preceding section since 
it relates to the time the Board must meet to determine the outcome of elections. Other changes 
are stylistic only. 

Article 5. 

Special Elections. 

§ 2 U HH 24.2-681 . How special elections superintended and determined.-All special
elections ; aee aa eleeeens t& fill .. ;aeaaeies iB effiee.; shall be superintended and held, notice 
thereof given, ballots prepared, returns made and certified, votes canvassed, results ascertained 
and made known, and certificates of election given, by the same officers, under the same 
penalties, and subject to the same regulations as prescribed for general elections, except se fM 
as may ee otherwise provided , aRtl ereept alse tliat ift ease weere tliere is a r.1aeaeey m tee 
effiee el a&y effieeF wae has same euty ts f)erlerm m saell- eJeeaea, tlte Eklaes el suea effieer 
shaH ee f)erleRHeEI ey suea- etllef effieef er ,e,sen- as snaH he a,peiRted ler that 1n1FJ)ese by 
Jaw . � erde¥ el tile names &f'peeFieg ea tlte eaHet saaa he detefflliBed as p�videEi fef m
geaeFel eleeeens. 

Drafting Note: This provision applies to all special elections and is moved to ·the beginning of 
the article on special elections. It is continued without substantive change and states the basic 
proposition that these elections are to be conducted in the same manner as general elections 
unless otherwise provided by law. The balance of the article sets out specific provisions 
applicable to special elections. Other statutes also, regulate and provide for special elections. The 
direct conduct of the election must be addressed by general law. Article IV, Section 14 (11). 
Certain matters may be addressed by a special act or charter. For example, there may be 
special notice requirements for unique referendum elections. The provision on a vacancy 
affecting an officer with duties to perform in an election is deleted because it is unnecessary. 
The filling of these vacancies is covered by other provisions of law equally applicable to general 
and special elections. 

§ 24.2-682. Times for special elections. -Notwithstanding any charter or special act to the
contrary, the following provisions govern the times for holding special elections. Every special 
election shall be held on a Tuesday. No special election shall be held within the sixty days prior 
to a general or primary election. No special election shall be held on the same day as a 
primary election. A special election may be held on the same day as a general election. 

A referendum election shall be ordered at least sixty days prior to the date for which the 
referendum election is called. 

A special election to fill a vacancy in any county, city, or town office, including school board 
member. or in any constitutional office, regularly elected in a November general election, shall 
be held on a November general election day. A special election to fill a vacancy in any city or 
town office, including school board member, regularly elected in a May general election, shall 
be held on a regular May general election day. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-682 brin� together the provisions from existing §§ 24.1-1 (5) 
(c), 24.1-163, and 24.1-165 which regulate the time when a special election may be held to fill a 
vacancy or conduct a referendum. There are several limitations now applicable to all special 
elections. First, the election must be scheduled on a Tuesday. (Source: § 24.1-1 (5) (c), limit 
enacted in 1982.) Second, no special election can be scheduled to be held during the sixty days 
immediately prior to a general or primary election. (Source: §§ 24.1-163 and 24.1-165, limit 
enacted in 197 4.) This limit is made applicable to every category of special election in proposed 
§ 24.2-682. Present § 24.1-163 is not precisely clear on the point whether this limit applies to all
special elections to fill vacancies. The existing section states this limit in general terms, but the
limit is placed in a paragraph applicable to special elections for constitutional and local offices.
The ambiguity is resolved by making the limitation apply to all special elections since the
rationale for the limit is the need to have sixty days to set up election machinery for general
and primary elections. This rationale is as valid for special elections to fill vacancies in the
General Assembly or House of Representatives as it is for other special elections. Third, no
special election can be scheduled on the same day as a primary election. (Source: §§ 24.1-1 (5)

124 



(c) and 24.1-165, limits enacted in 1989 and 1978.) Note, that if no primary election has been
called in a jurisdiction, it may be possible to hold a special election during the sixty days before
the primary and on the primary date. If a May election is scheduled in a town within a county,
the Attorney General has opined that the county may conduct a referendum during the sixty
days before the municipal election and that a town election does not constitute a county general
election for purposes of applying § 24.1-165.

The second paragraph is taken from existing § 24.1-165 and requires a sixty-day interval 
between the order for a referendum and the date of the referendum. This requirement 3$Ures 
a minimum period to prepare for the referendum, to give voters proper notice, and to submit 
the order for the special· election to the Department of Justice for review under § 5 of the 
Voting Rights Act. This provision is not applicable to special elections to fill vacancies. In some 
cases, less advance notice may be justified in vacancy situations. For example, a vacancy in the 
legislature occurring just prior to a session may warrant a special election in a shorter time 
frame and expedited review by the Department of Justice. Under proposed § 24.1-226, when 
there is no other applicable law, there must be a 126-day interval between the date the vacancy 
occurs in a local office and the special election to fill the vacancy and the special election must 
be . held on a May or November general election day. This interval gives time for Voting Rights 
Act review and setting up election machinery prior to the day of the election. 

The third and final paragraph of proposed § 24.2-682 is taken from § 24.1-1 (5) (c). It 
requires special elections to fill vacancies in local offices, including constitutional offices, to be 
scheduled for a November general election day if the office is one usually voted on in 
November and to be scheduled for a May general election day if the office is one usually voted 
on in May. The policies underlying present law are to avoid municipal elections in November 
because of po�ible differences between town and county precincts and, generally, to conduct 
municipal elections on a May schedule. 

There is one modification to the language in § 24.1-1 (5) (c) which now states that the 
special election must be held on the "regular'' November or May general election day. Proposed 
§ 24.2-682 does not use the modifier .. regular'' for the November election day since there is a
November general election in every locality every year either for Congr� or the House of
Delegates. Special elections to fill vacancies in constitutional offices and in county offices usually
elected in November may be scheduled on any November general election day if other time
constraints are met The term .. regular" is unnecessary in this context and is deleted to avoid
any interpretation that "regular" means the November election for the particular office in which
the vacancy has occurred. This deletion does not change present law.

The modifier "regular" is carried forward for the May general election situation. Special 
elections to fill vacancies for city and town councils may be scheduled for any usual or regular 
May election, but are not to be scheduled if a May election would not otherwise be held. The 
justification for this limitation under present law is to save cities and towns the cost of 
conducting an election solely to fill a vacancy. Appointments to fill the vacancy continue until a 
regularly scheduled May general election is available either for the special election or to elect· a 
successor for a full term. The effect of this limit on municipalities depends on the municipal 
election schedule. Sixteen towns now have elections only once each four years, and vacancies in 
the governing body must be filled by appointment for the unexpired term. Most cities and towns 
have councilmanic elections each May in even-numbered years either for two-year terms or for 
staggered four-year terms. Under existing law or tbe proposed section, special elections to fill 
vacancies on municipal governing bodies may be scheduled when the municipality has biennial 
elections for four-year terms and the vacancy occurs before the mid-term May election. 
Otherwise vacancies on municipal governing bodies must be filled by appointment for the 
unexpired term. It should be noted that relevant charter provisions may provide that vacancies 
are to be filled only by appointment and that this section does not require any special election 
to be held. The provisions of this section are limitations on the scheduling of special elections. 

§ 2U 183 24.2-683 . Writ wlieB- for special election erdered to fill a vacancy .-Whenever a
speeial ·e.-eetiea is erdered ey the Governor, Speaker of the House, er President Pro Tempore of 
the Senate , or either house of the General Assembly orders a special election , H !m&D ee Ms 
duty t& he, or the person designated to act for the house, shall issue a writ of election ; 
designating the office to be filled at saeh the election and the time wile& Stieh to hold the 
election is te ee Bekl. aREl t& . He shall transmit the same writ to the secretary of the electoral 
board of tee- each county or city in which saea the election is to be held. De Each secretary 
shall puelistl post a copy tllereef of the writ at not less than ten public places or puelisb. have 
notice of the election published once in a newspaper of general circulation in his jurisdiction at 
least ten days before suell- the election. If the special election is held in more than one county 
or city, the secretaries may act jointly to have the notice published once before the election in 
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the affected jurisdictions. 

Whenever a special election is ordered to fill a vacancy otherwise than under the preceding 
paragraph, it saaH ee the � ef'. the officer ordering Stiell- the election t& shall issue his writ of 
election at the time the vacancy occurs, m: at least twemy days eefere SBelt eleeaea ii it ee 
eallee JHifSuaet te § 24.1 79, eireetee t& tee seereta,y el tke eleeteral eeaRl ef'. tile eeuaty, ety 
m= � iB WBie& tile eleetiea is t& ee eele;- designating tfteFeia the office to be filled at the 
election and the time and place ef'. 1leldiag ttte 5alBei a,ee- � ef'. wMe1l sue1l � to hold 
the election. He shall direct and transmit the writ to the secretary of the electoral board of 
each county or city in which the election is to be held. The secretaiy, or secretaries if the 
election will be held in more than one county or city, shall proceed to cause public notice to be 
given of saea- the election in the same manner as is required in the preceding paragraph. Ne 
speeial eleeae&S shall ee efderea t& ee 1leffl. � tne SHHy eays Pfi6f te a geeeral m: primary 
eleetiee 

A copy of any order calling a special election to fill a vacancy shall be sent immediately to 
the State Board el Eleeaens 

Drafting Note: The provision prohibiting a special election just prior to a general or primary 
election is transferred from § 24.1-163 and this proposed section to proposed § 24.2-682 with 
other provisions regulating the time for special elections. Language is added in the first sentence 
to recognize the possibility that a house of the General Assembly may act as · a body to order a 
special election. See, also, § 24.2-216. Present § 24.1-163 is silent on notice for multi-jurisdictional 
elections and language is added to recognize that the writ of election should be sent to the 
secretary of the electoral board for each locality involved in the election. A pr�vision is added 
to authorize the secretaries to cooperate in publishing notice of the election. The requirement to 
send a copy of the order to the State Board is modified by adding the word "immediately" to 
track the parallel provision in existing § 24.1-165 and proposed § 24.2-684. Otherwise there are 
no substantive changes, and other revisions are made to simplify language. The reference to 
§ 24.1-79 is stricken. See drafting notes to proposed § 24.2-226 and stricken § 24.1-79.

§ 2 4.1 185 24.2-684 . How referendum elections ea E1Qestiees, f)F9f)esieeas, alkl refei=eeda may:
ee called and held, and the results ascertained and certified.- Notwithstanding any other 
provision of any law , or el aie charter el aey eit:y m= tewB, to the contrary, the provisions of 
this section shall govern speeial eleetieRS ea questie&S, f)FepesiaeBS, aae refereBda � s1lall net 
ee at3plieaele te eleeeens te fill .,_raeaeeies iB 9"iee all referenda 

No referendum shall be placed on the ballot, unless specifically authorized by (i) statute, er 
(ii) municipal charter provisions of the Cities of Chesapeake, Norfolk, Newport News, Virginia 
Beach and Fairfax existing January 1, 1975, er (iii) municipal charter provisions of the Cities of 
Hampton and Lynchburg, or , (iv) in the case of a referendum to authorize the issuance of 
bonds of a county, city , or town, by statute or by tee charter &f Slleli Eity m= teWR . 

Whenever any question 6f f)fepesit:iee is to be submitted to the eleetefS voters of any county, 
city er , town, or other local subdivision, the eleetiee eB suell- questiea 6f pi=epesieea 
referendum shall in every case be held pursuant to a court order as provided HFei& in this 
section . The court order calling a speeial eleeaee referendum shall state the question to appear 
on the ballot and shall be entered. and the election held within a reasonable period of time 
subsequent to the receipt of the request for suee- Sf)eeial elediea the referendum if sue& the 
request is found to be in proper order. Ne suel1 speeial eleetiae s1laH ee 1lekl lHlless H sllall 
aave eeee eF-deFed at least SHffY days pF-i&f te tile date fEw w1lieft it is ealle&: Ne Sllell- speeial 
eleet:iea shall ee aele witMft aie seay days � t& a geeeral � primary eleeeee. Ne sue1l 
speeial eleeaee sliall ee ftele eB t1le same � as a primary eleetiee. The court order shall set 
the date for the referendum in conformity with the requirements of § 24.2-682. 

A copy of the court order calling a speeial eleeeea referendum shall be sent immediately to 
the State Board el EleetieRS by the clerk of the court in which the order was issued. 

The ballot shall be prepared by the appropriate electoral board and distributed to the 
appropriate eleetiea distli.et:s EH= precincts , aae at tile time � sues- regular eleeeee, m: oo . On

the day fixed for suelt- speeial eleetiea the referendum , the regular election officers shall open 
a � the polls and take the sense of the qualified voters of the county, city, town, ware, 
distriet; mee or other local subdivision, as the case may be, on the question EH= prepesiaee so 
submitted te saeli- eleeters . AH suell eleetiens s1lall- he hekl ane eeedHetee in tee maBBer 
f)feserieed ey law HW � eleetiens, f)fevideEl, 1lewever, i1lat t1le The ballots for use at any 
such election shall be printed to reaa- state the question as follows , eit1leF : 
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"Qaestiea � siate � � {faesuea m: prepesieea saemitted le tee eleeteFS ) 

D .Agaiast" 

"Qaestiee fltefe ''(Here state briefly the question er prepesitiea submitted le tee eleeteFS ) 

O Yes 

O No" 

De State BeaM el Bleeuens sllall designate wMee: ferm is mere appre,nate leF tl:le 
�uesaee.

De SE)llares t& ee pR&ted ea SQEB hellets shall set he less tlHm- eee �uaFter w mere � 
eee lielf ia9 ift si!e; a&tl file ¥88ftg s&aB he � a pesie11e affirmati1;e metlled, wlliell SB&ll- he � 
eaea eleeter ¥etiag at aB¥ sue& eleeeea, plaeiag a elieek f +em t fR8ff; eF a eFeSS � e1= -++ 
mark, er a lifle f - � ia die SE)U&fe immediately hefeFe tee &JJJJF91)Rate W6fd, iedieatiag llew lie 
desires le .\J9te en tee questiea &F prepesitiea se submitted. 

The ballots shall be printed, marked, and counted and returns made and canvassed · as in 
other elections , aae tile . The results shall be certified by the secretary of the appropriate 
electoral board to the State Board el Eleetiees , to the court ordering the election , and to such 
other authority as may be proper to accomplish the purpose of S&ell- the election. 

Drafting Note: ·No change in substance. Under proposed § 24.2-101 and the definition of 
special election, the term referendum is used to refer to all elections on questions put before 
voters. Existing § 24.1-165 prohibits any referendum not authorized by statute or one of the 
specified charters. There are more than fifty statutes providing for referendum elections. 
Referenda are usually held in one or more whole localities but may be conducted in special 
districts and so the language in the second paragraph is conformed to the language in the fourth 
paragraph to cover various types of local subdivisions. A reference to counties is also added in 
clause (iv) of the second paragraph since counties may have charters. 

The stricken timing provisions in the third paragraph are transferred to proposed § 24.2-682 
and a cross reference to § 24.2-682 is substituted for the stricken language. Present law sets out 
time constraints on referendum elections in § 24.1-1 (5)(c) and 24.1-165. The cross-reference 
directs the reader to one source for all applicable state law requirements on the time to conduct 
referendum elections. Other changes are made to eliminate unnecessary language and clarify 
current provisions. 

§ 2U 165.l 24.2-685 . Special elections; request for abolition of eertain leeal constitutional
offices.-A. The provisions of this section shall be applicable to the holding of any referendum, 
elsewhere authorized by law, on the abolition of any constitutional office set lertJI. in Affiele W; 
Seetiea 4 el the CeBStitutiea el Virgieia conducted prior to a request for a special act of the 
General .A$embly to abolish such office. 

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of general law or any special act, no referendum
subject to the provisions of this section shall be held unless: 

1. Petitions are filed with the circuit court of the county or city requesting that a
referendum be held to authorize a request for a special act on the abolition of the named 
office; 

2. Stieft. The petitions are signed by qualified voters of the county or city equal in number to
twenty percent of the total vote cast in the county or city for presidential electors in the last 
preceding presidential election; and 

3. Stteft The petitions are filed with the court within ninety days of the first signature on the
petitions, and the petitions show the date each signature was affixed. 

C. Upon filing of a valid petition, the court shall order the election and state the question to
be placed on the ballot in its order. The court shall order the referendum to be held at the 
next general election for members of the governing body of the county or city held at least 
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sixty days after the date of the order. 

D. After a referendum is conducted pursuant to this section with respect to the abolition of
a particular office er seall- BaYe Bee& eeedueted e& suelt ahelieea at 8RY time pPief t& tile 
eaaetmeet ef $i5 seetiea , no other referendum with respect to the abolition of the same office 
shall be held in the same county or city pursuant to this section for a period of eight years. 

E. No special act authorizing the abolition of any such office shall be considered by the
General Assembly without court certification that a referendum has been conducted pursuant to 
this section and that a majority of the qualified voters voting thereon have approved the request 
for a special act. 

Drafting Note: The term "constitutional office" is defined in § 24.1-101 to mean the offices 
listed in Article VII, Section 4, and so the defined term is used. The reference to referenda 
conducted prior to enactment is deleted. This section was originally adopted in 1985 and so the 
eight-year prohibition on repetitive referenda no longer reaches pre-enactment referenda. 

§ 24.1186.2. Speeial eleeeens; eaaeges m feAB el ger;emm.e&t in: eeFtaia eeueties. A. �
pre1l4siens el lllis seetiee shall � t& any � wHll- a pepulaeee m aeess el 499,999 
J*!fS8BS. 

� In aey ease iB Wllieft die qualified � el tile eeuety are BQitlemed te petieea feF a 
refereadum e& ellangiag tile eeuaty's l&Ffft et gevemmeat aB& eFgaeiMeee, Die eumher el 
sigaa-tHFes el qu.alified � i=e'fuired ea ae t)etitien sllall ee � t& er g1=eater tlla& · ten 
pereeet &f tee eameer el � Fegsered m the eeaet:y e& .January l el tile YeM iB wMell tile 
�etitiea is ffle&. 

G: A&y- refereedam eeaeemieg � eb:ange iB the eeamy's fem! el ger.refflJReet aee 
eFganiaaaes sliall ee efdered t& ee W ea the BeJEt Ne1:emeer geeeral eleetien date at least 
� eays af.tff the eate el die eftleF. 

Drafting Note: This provision applies only to Fairfax County and applies to referenda to 
change the County's form of government. It is transferred to Chapter 15 of Title 15.1 and placed 
with other provisions on changing the urban county executive form of government in a new 
§ 15.1-760.1.

CHAPTER 7. 

ABSENTEE VOTING. 

Chapter Dratting Note: Proposed Chapter 7 is derived from existing Article 7 of Chapter 6 
and primarily covers the qualifications of absentee voters and the procedures for proc�ing 
applications and ballots. 

Major revisions to the proposed chapter clarify the duties of the election officers in the 
absentee ballot proce$. Provisions are reorganized and simplified so that these duties are listed 
in chronological order for each election officer. Particular emphasis is · given to clarifying the 
expanding role of the general registrar in the application process. 

All references to oaths have been replaced- with references to the new false statement 
penalty provided in proposed Chapter 10. Persons who make a false statement when applying for 
or voting an absentee ballot are su�ject to felony penalties comparable to the perjury penalties 
for false swearing .. 

§ 2U 227 24.2-700 . Wile& assent ¥et6 � Persons entitled to vote by absentee ballot
.-The following pePSeRS registered voters may vote by absentee ballot in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter in any election in which they are qualified to vote: 

a+ 1. Any ealy registeFed person who wHl , in the regular and orderly course of his 
business, profession, or occupation or while on personal business or vacation, will be absent from 
the county or city in which he is. entitled to vote; 

� 2. Any ElU:ly registered person who is (i) on active service as a member of the armed 
forces of the United States, or wne is (ii) a member of the merchant marine of the United 
States, or wile is (iii) regularly employed in a business, profession or occupation outside the 
continental limits of the United States, or (iv) the � registeFee spouse or dependent residing 
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with saell- any person listed in (i), (ii), or (iii) , and who will be absent on the day of the 
election from the county or city in which he is entitled to vote; 

fat 3. Any � FEgistereEl pefS6R, wae is a student attending a school or institution of 
learning , or tlle- his spouse el a stae.ent attendieg any seneel 9f instimtiea el leaRHag, &Re , 
who will be absent on the day of election from the county or city in which he is entitled to 
vote; 

t4t 4. Any daly FegisteFeEI person who is unable to go in person to the polls on the day of 
election because of a physical disability or physical illne$; 

f5t- 5. Any � FEgisteFeEI person who is confined while awaiting trial or eue le eea·Jietiea 
for having been convicted of a misdemeanor, provided that the date el suell trial or f9f 
eempleaea el Ms � release date is scheduled on or after the third day llelefe sue& preceding 
the election ; aBfl. prevideEl fuftner tlw &Rf sueli . Any person who is awaiting trial and is a 
resident of the county or city where se he is confined shall, on his request, be taken to the polls 
to vote on election day if his trial date is postponed and he did not have an opportunity to vote 
absentee; or 

� 6. Any duly registered person who is a member of an electoral board, registrar, officer 
of election , or custodian of voting maeaiees equipment . 

Drafting Note: Article II, Section 4 of the Constitution gives the General A$embly complete 
discretion in deciding· which qualified voters may be permitted to vote by absentee ballot. Under 
current law, the General membly has extended the right to vote absentee to certain categories 
of persons who would not otherwise be able to vote without serious inconvenience. Proposed 
§ 24.2-700 retains these categories which are derived from existing § 24.1-227. Language is added
to .subdivision 1 to clarity that a person away on personal business may also vote absentee and
to conform the provision to existing law in subdivision 3 j of § 24.1-228.1 (proposed subdivision C
10 of § 24.2-701).

§ 24.1 228.1 24.2-701 . Application for absentee eallets ballot .- It SHJl he die � el tile
eleetef81 eeaRl- el eaell- � er � le A. The State Board shall furnish Yie each general 
registrar with a sufficient number of applications for official absentee ballots en leABS 
preseribed Bf die Smte Beefe. ef. Eleetieas; aBd- it sllaH � tee � ef. Sl!ell • The registrars te 
shall furnish applieaaea leABS; in peFSe& 9f! � IRQfft applications to &¥ f)efS9& ret:1uestiag tile 
seme persons requesting them 

All &111:tlieatiees f9f aeseatee eallets sllall- ee made t& ae a,13rep:F4ate registraf" � Bet less 
ta8ft tBree � � t& the eleetiea in whie& tile applieet effefs t& Yete ii eempleted in ,efS&ft 
iii Yie effiee el tee regisffar, M -W Bet less tmm fiYe days pri9f le die eleeaea i& Wiiie tile 
atJplieeat elfe!:s te i,ete ii a:13plyiag hy mail 9f � meaas. A Except as provided in § 24.2-703, 
a separate application shall be completed for each election in which the applicant offers to vote. 
No application shall be made accepted more than ten months prior to the election for which the 
ballot is requested. Any application received before the ballots are printed lfW tile eleetiea · in 
wltiell- iBe a,plieeat effeFS le Yete shall be held and processed as soon as the printed ballots for 
the election are available. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the general registrars office shall be open a minimum of 
eight hours between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on the first and second Saturday 
immediately preceding all general or primary elections and on the Saturday immediately 
preceding any special election. 

All applications for absentee ballots shall be signed in tile preseeee el eae sueserihieg 
wimess by the applicant who shall sabserihe � same ane � aader tl!e peaalty el pefjuf'Y 
state, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016 , that to the 
best of his knowledge and belief the facts contained in the application are true and correct and 
that he has not and will not vote in the election at any other place in Virginia or in any other 
state. 

B. Applications for absentee ballots shall be as fellews completed in the following manner :

1. An application completed in person shall be eempletee made not less than three days
prior to the election in which the applicant offers to vote and completed only in the office of 
the general registrar M seei=etary � FegistJ:er's &ffiee le ee 91*'8 a mieimum el eight ltooFs 
eetweee the BeU5 el 8:00 &Hr. alkl &:00 Jr.lft; ea i&e HFSt aBd- seeood- Satur,aays immediately 
preeeeiag all geReral 9f p:F4maFY eleetiees aREl ea tile Samreay immediately pFEeeeiag aay 
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speeial eleetien) anEl SBall ee made ea a tefm faraisbed � tile registrar aae sigBea BY die- . 
The applicant shall sign the application in the presence of eitBef: tBe a registrar or the secretary 
of the electoral board. 

2. Any other application may be made by mail, electronic or telephonic transmission to a
facsimile device if one is available to the office of the general registrar or the office of the 
State Board el Eleetiees if a device is not available locally, or other means aBEl • The 
application shall be on a form furnished by the registrar or, if made under § 24.1 2.27 � 
subdivision 2 of § 24.2·700, may be on a Federal Post card Application prescribed pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. § 1973 ff (b) (2) &I � � &I tile YRitefl. States Gede, eHbff &I wMeft &f)&JlieetieBS sllaH 
ee sigBea BY tlte �pliea&t iR tee f)reseaee &I eae suhsefiaiag witRess . The application shall be 
made to the appropriate registrar not less than five days prior to the election in which the 
applicant offers to vote . 

3,; A&y af)f)lieatiee maee HfMler § 24.1 227 C. Applications for absentee ballots shall contain 
the following a,pre1niate information: 

a- 1 • The reason why the applicant will be absent or cannot vote at his polling place on the
day of the election; 

e 2 . A statement that he is EkHy registered in the county or city in which he offers to vote 
and his residence address in such county or city ; t)re1.'ided, bewer.·er, � aR¥ . Any person who 
makes application under § l4.l 2l7 t3t subdivision 2 of § 24.2·700 who is· not a registered voter ; 
� ee allewea te register, and who is entiUed to register by absentee application pursuant to § 
� sy absentee Bf'J)lieatiea 24.2-419, may file the applications to register and for a ballot 
simultaneously -: In saeJl. eve&t tee registr-ai" sliaH SUf>IMY � eeffeet teellaieal i:afermaaea 
eeataiaed iB eitltef: applieetiea, sueil as p,eeiaet names aBEi aamheF, t& � eBtl tliat saea 
peFSens B&Ye the � a,,ertiiaUy pessible te exe,eise their prir.r-ilege el Yetiag ; 

e 3 . The complete address to which the ballot is to be sent directly to the applicant, 
provided that the application is not made in person at a time when the printed ballots for the 
election are available. The address given shall be either the addres.5 of the c1pplicant on file in 
the registration records or the address at which he will be located while absent from his county 
or city. No ballot shall be sent to, or in care of, any other person; and 

d- 4 • In the case of a& af)plieaat a person , or the spouse or dependent of a& af)plieaBt a
person , who is on active service as a member of the armed forces of the United States or a 
member of the Merellaat Mariae merchant marine of the United States, the branch of service to 
which he or the spouse belon�, and his or the spouse's rank, grade, or rate, and service 
identification number; or 

e 5 . In the case of a person, or the spouse or dependent accompanying such person, who is 
regularly employed outside the continental limits of the United States, the name and address of 
his employer; or 

f. 6 . In the case of a student , or the spouse of a student , who is attending a school or
institution of learning, the name and address of saell- the school or institution of learning; or 

g 7 . In the case of a person who is unable to go in person to the ·polls on the day of the 
election because of a physical disability or physical illness, the nature of the illness or disability; 
or 

It 8 . In the case of a person who is confined awaiting trial or aue te eewnee.en for having 
been convicted of a misdemeanor, �e name and address of the institution of confinement; or 

i 9 . In the case of a person who will be absent on election day for business reasons, the 
name of his employer or business; or 

f 1 O • In the case of a person who will be absent on election day for personal business or 
vacation reasons, the name of the county or city in Virginia or the state or country to which he 
is traveling. 

Dratting Note: In subsection A, the State Board, rather than local electoral boards, is 
required to provide the application forms. This change conforms to present practice. The 
provision that the application is subject to perjury penalties is replaced by a comparable 
provision on felony penalties for false statements. In subsection B, in·person applications are 
completed in the general registrar's office since the registrar confirms that the applicant is a 
registered voter, and the reference to the office of the electoral board is deleted. In subsection 
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C, the language concerning the general registrar's authority to correct technical information on 
applications such as precinct names or numbers is unnecessary since the voter is not responsible 
for providing this information on the application forms. Other changes are stylistic only. 

§ 3U 228.1:2 24.2-702 . PreeeElares fer veaag Application for early absentee ballot �
flU&lifiea aesentee \&9tefS ; procedures .- A: Notwithstanding any other provisions of this aftiele, 
a Ef\:l&lif.ieEI absentee v.eter title, a person , who is eligible for an absentee ballot under § 34.1 227 
� subdivision 2 of § 24.2-700 and qualified under subseetiea b el this section, may apply, not 
later than ninety days before that election, for an absentee ballot only for elections for 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General. 

B: The application fef SUe& absentee eaaet may be made on the Federal Post card 
Application feAB . 

&.- In order to qualify for saea- the absentee ballot, the voter must shall state that he is 
unable to vote in any other manner due to overseas military service or due to living in an 
isolated or extremely remote overseas area. This statement may be made on the Federal Post 
Card Application. 

� Ype& On receipt of the application aae pafS\laet te § 24.1 229 , the electoral board shall 
i.$ue, at least ninety days before an election, the printed ballot only for elections for Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General.. No additional ballot or ballots shall be provided to 
such applicants for that election date.

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-228.1:2, enacted by the 1992 General �mbly, is carried 
forward without substantive change as proposed § 24.2-702. The section provides an opportunity 
for persons located in extremely remote overseas areas to receive an early absentee ballot for 
elections for Govemort Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General. The last sentence is clarified 
that the person receiVing this ballot is not entitled to cast a later ballot at the same election for 
the statewide offices, other offices, or questions. 

§ 21.1 2118.1:1 24.2-703 . 1�plieaaeas Application for absentee ballots for multiple elections.
!flle p:Fe�risiees el tlHS seeeea Sllall- apply t& 88¥ ¥eter wile is � iB tee aRRefl. lef:ees er 
mereilaat mai=iee er eve,sees er ms speuse er depeaaeat � 00 permfflea t& wte aeseatee 
Uiltiei= sul,tli1.RSiea � el § 24.1 227. Any suell ¥etEw person who is eligible for an absentee ballot
under subdivision 2 of § 24.2-700 may file eae abseat;ee eaRet a single application to receive 
ballots for all elections in which he is eligible to vote absentee during the calendar year. The
application shall be on a Federal Post card Application. The application may be filed at any 
time during the calendar year and shall be valid for any election conducted five or more days 
after receipt of the application by the general registrar. 

tile applies.ties slHHI he ea a Fedeml PesE Qli:e Applieatiee preserilled puFSUaat t& Q � 
t--1-973 "� � 

Y the a,plieaat ieElieetes � Ile is applyiag lei= mere tllaB eee eleetiea iB tbe ealeedaF 
ye8f; tae The general registrar shall retain Bis the application and process IHs the applicant,s
request for an absentee ballot for each election iii WBieB tile applieaat ltas ef.fered te ¥ete in 
accordance with procedures established by the State Board. The applicant shall specify by party 
designation the primary ballots he is requesting. 

If an official reply to the application or an absentee ballot sent to the applicant is returned 
as undeliverable, no aElditieaal ballots for subsequent elections shall be sent during the calendar . 
year. 

Drafting Note: The language has been clarified and simplified. The added language in the 
final paragraph covers situations when the registrar responds to an application without sending a 
ballot For example, if the applicant requests a primary and general election ballot and the 
registrar responds to advise that there is no primary and if that response is returned as 
undeliverable, the registrar is not required to send a general election ballot. 

§ 24.1 228.2 24.2-704 . !.bseetee eallet applieatieas Applications and ballots for persons
requiring assistance in voting.-The application for an absentee ballot shall provide space for the 
applicant to indicate that he will require assistance to vote his absentee ballot by reason of 
blindness, physical disability , or inability to read or write. Yp&R- On receipt of an application 
from an applicant marked to indicate he will require assistance, tlleFe the electoral board shall 
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ee delivered deliver with the items required by § 3 4.1 329 24.2-706 aa iest..-u.eeee te fR8ff eut iB 
Yle !!Qai& et tee � the laegaage "witseut assistaftee er lmewledge ea tee ,aR et aayeee as 
t& die maBBeF ill wltieh- tee same was prepared." =ate re(tuiremeat � § au 232 taat aa 
aeseatee eaUet saaH- ee � "with.eat assistanee aae wit.lieat mak:ieg liRewft the maneer et 
markiag tile � saaH Bet apply te a ¥&tef requilieg assist&Bee � the reasees � llereia. 

� shall- alse ee Elelivered with tee items reEfuired ey § 24.1229, the voter assistance 
form furnished by the State Board el Bleetiens pursuant to § 24.1 132 S& that tile § 24.2-649. The 
voter and any person 8$istlng him may ee iefef'fBed et !lie requireme&f.S el that seetieft. aae 
eemt:JIY WHh them by shall complete the form by signing the request for assistance and 
statement required tllerein of the assistant . The provisions of § 24.1 132 24.2-649 shall apply to 
absentee voting and assistance for absentee voters. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-228.2 implements federal mandates provided in 42 U.S.C. 
§ 1973aa-6 which require that 8$istance be made available to voters who, by reason of
blindness, physical disability, or inability to read or write require assistance in voting. Deleted
from proposed § 24.2-704 is the requirement to send an instruction to the voter explaining how
to mark out in the "oath of the voter" the declaration that no assistance was provided. In
proposed § 24.2-706, the absentee voter's statement has been revised to clarify this point. The
final sentence in the first paragraph is stricken as redundant.

§ 24.1 229.1 24.2-705 . Emergency absemee � applications and absentee ballots for
persons hospitalized.-Any person registered and otherwise qualified to vote who becomes 
hospitalized on or after the fifth day .preceding an election may request at any time prior to 
noon on the day preceding the election that an emergency absentee ballot application be 
delivered to him in the hospital -As usee- i& For purposes of this section, tile te4'm llespitw 
"hospitar means a hospital as defined in § 32.1-123 and any comparable hospital in the District 
of Columbia or any state contiguous to Virginia. 

Ype& On receipt of suell- the request, the electoral board shall provide an emergency 
absentee ballot application to the hospitalized voter's designated representative who shall deliver 
the application leJ! delivery to suell- the voter by Ms re,reseataa1:.1e .· The representative shall be 
age eighteen . or older and shall not be an elected official, a candidate for elected office, or the 
deputy, spouse, parent , or child of an elected official or candidate. 

The application shall be on a form prescribed by the State Board and shall require the 
applicant tiRtlei= eat& (i) to state that he was hospitalized on or after the fifth day preceding the 
election and is unable to be present at the polls on election day, (ii) to designate llis a 
representative WB9Rl he au.tlleriles to receive, deliver and return llis the ballot, and (iii) to 
provide other information required by law for an absentee ballot application. � feRB alS& saall 
&a¥e priated oo it a eemfiea-te te ee eempleteEI ey a A hospital administrative official or a 
licensed physician attending the applicant , attesting te tlte shall certify on the form to the 
hospitalization of the applicant and the applicant's inability tllerehy to be present at the polls on 
election day. The applicant shall sign aae su.eserihe the application and YeU:ell uneer f'enalty el 
pefjaf"Y state, subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that 
to the best of his knowledge and belief the facts contained in the application are true and 
correct He SBal-l sig& tile eppUeatiee ill tile pRSeeee el tlte pefS9B- WB& deli1.iered it; ane tllat 
pefS9B- saaD ee tile suesefieieg wi�ess. � His signature shall be witnessed by the designated 
representative who shall sign and return the completed application sllall ee deli".'ered to the 
office of the general registrar no later than 5:00 p.m. on the day preceding the election. 

� tile On receipt of th� completed , sigReEI aee witaessed application and a 
determination of the qualification of the applicant to . vote, the general registrar or secretary of 
the electoral board shall provide, in accordance with the applicable provisions of ff 34.1 338.3 
aRtl 2 4.1 339 this chapter , an absentee ballot to the designated representative for delivery to the 
hospitalized voter. 

The hospitalized voter shall vote the absentee ballot as provided by law and mark it in the 
presence of the iadiv4daal Eleliveling it fe IHm; =aiet iadivieual designated representative. The 
representative shall e:1:eeate an affidavit l:IBElef: peaally et f)ef'jary complete a statement, subject 
to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that (i) tllat he is the 
representative of the hospitalized voter; (ii) that he personally delivered the ballot to the voter 
who applied for it; (iii) that in his presence , the voter marked the ballot, the ballot was placed 
in the envelope provided, the envelope was sealed, and the eatll- statement on its reverse side 
was suhselihee signed by the hospitalized voter; and (iv) teat the ballot was returned, under 
seal, to the electoral board at the registrar's office. 
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The ballot shall be counted only if the ballot is received by the electoral board (i) prior to 
twelYe noon on the day of the election in any eHy; teWft; e, county , city, or town which does 
not have a central absentee voter election district or (ii) prior to the closing of the polls in any 
eky ff county , city, or town which has a central absentee voter eleetiea distriet precinct . 

Drafting Note: Provisions subjecting the applicant and his designated representative to 
perjury penalties for false swearing are replaced with comparable provisions subjecting such 
persons to felony penalties for making false statements. 

$ 2U 229 24.2-706 . · Duty of general registrar and electoral board upen- on receipt of 
appllcation; eatl!- statement of voter.- +he On receipt of an application tor an absentee ballot,
the general registrar , ape& Feeeipt el tile applieatien · fff a hellet;- ii tae applieaat is dBlf 
r,egae,ed shall enroll the name and address of tile each registered applicant on me list te ee 
meee aBEl Irept � mm lef: ae p111J»ese, &Be SHeh list sl1all ee a ,aWie feeefll � ae Reeif)t 
el tile fiM a,11lieaeea aaa saaH ee an absentee voter applicant list which shall be maintained in 
the office of the general registrar with a file of the applications. of the listed applicants. The list 
and the applications shall be available for ,aWie inspection and copying by any registered voter
during regular office hours. � geeei:al Fegistfar sllaD mai&taia iB IHs eHiee WH& suell: list a 
file e# tile apl)lieeueas el tee listeEl applieaats, wMeft file sllel-l ee ar.railehle fff ,aWie ins,eetiea 
aBEl eep:fing duABg effiee lleufS: 

De applieatiees file sllall- ee sealee BAff eleeaee eay, deli'l'.leFeEI te tRe eleff el tRe eifeUH 
eeuR e# tRe eeuety eF � eefePe Bee& e& · tl!e day :fellewiag tl!e eleetiea, aBtl FetaiaeEI ey- Mm 
wffll- tae eeueted hallets. 

The completion and timely delivezy of an application for an absentee ballot shall be 
coJLqrued to be an offer by the applicant to vote in the election. 

The general registrar shall note on tee each application aat received whether the applicant 
is or is not a registered voter and :feFtlnvitB notify the secretary of the electoral board el its 
Feeeipt . If H tile& appears te the eleetef&l heaff tllat the application has been properly
completed, signed, and witnessed and the applicant is a Fesideat aae registered voter of the 
precinct in which he offers to vote, the electoral board shall immediately send to the applicant 
by mail, obtaining a certificate of mailing, or deliver to him in person in the office of the 
secretary or registrar, the following items and nothing else ; p,e,Jided, llewe'l'.ler, tllat ii tae 
applieaat makes Bis applieat:ien te ¥ete iB peFS9B UIMleF suMivisiea -1- el § 24.l 228.1 at a time 
weea Ole priMeti eaYets :fef tile eleet:iea are &Veilahle, tile Fegistrar eF tile seeFetary el tile 
eleeteF&I � upee- the determieaeea el tlle EfU&lifieatiea e# Ole applieaat te Yete; SliaH delive, 
tile lelleWiag itemS eaiy te tile applieaat llimself in fK=&l)eF peFS9B aB& � sueli: a,�lieaat 
ellefs te ¥ete ealy l&f eleeteFS e# Pfesideat aee Viee Pf=eside&t el tae YnHee States ae item 
sllaD he reme1JeEI � tae applieant fFem tile effiee el tae registrar eF tile seeret&ry el tee 
eleeteml IMlaFd 

«tt 1. An envelope containing the folded ballot, sealed and marked "Ballot within. Do not 
open except in presence of a witness." 

� 2. An envelope for resealing the marked ballot, on which envelope is printed the 
following: 

� Statement of Voter.'' 

"I do seleMy swear � affirm) QBdef peaalty el pefjury hereby state, subject to felony
penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016, that my full name is ........ . 
, ; that I am a citizen of the United States, a qualified voter of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
and duly registered in the county or city of ....... (or my application for absentee 
registration accompanies this ballot envelope) ; ; that I am now or have been at some time 
since the last November general election an actual resident of ........ (addre$ of residence 
where registered to vote) , ; that I am at least eighteen years of age (or will be on the ... day 
of . . � . .) ; ; that the enclosed ballot was received by me upon my application to the registrar 
of such county or city , ; that the envelope marked 'ballot within' was opened by me in the 
presence of • , , , .- , , • � witftess, the witness whose signature appears below; that I marked the
ballot while in his presence, without assistance or knowledge on the part of anyone as to 
manner in which same was t)Fet)aFed, aBd- I marked it ( or I am returning the ballot with the
form required to report how I was assisted); that I then aee taere sealed as previdee ay law, 
the ballot in this envelope; and that I have not voted in this election at any other time or place 
, and tut I will not vote in this election elsewhere. 

Signature of Voter .................... . 
Date .................... . 
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Signature of witness ' '

tet- 3. A properly addre$ed envelope for the return of the ballot to the electoral board by 
mail or by the applicant in person. 

tet 4. Printed instructions es ta tee maBeer ef. for completing the ballot and eatlt- statement 
on the envelope Im= tne remm &f tee Mllet aB& ltew � same skaH � FettiFBed and returning 
the ballot. 

The eer..rerieg aaEl FealFB envelopes and instructions shall be in the form prescribed by the 
State Board el :EleetieRS 

If the applicant makes his application to vote in person under§ 24.2-701 at a time when the 
printed ballots for the election are available, the general registrar or the secretary of the 
electoral board, on the determination of the qualifications of the applicant to vote, shall provide 
to the applicant the items set forth in subdivisions 1 through 4 above and no item shall be 
removed by the applicant from the office of the general registrar or the secretary of the 
electoral board. 

If the applicant states as the reason for his absence on election day any of the reasons set 
forth in subdivision t 2 t of § 24.1 227 24.2-700 , the electoral board shall mail or deliver in 
person to the applicant in the office of the secretary or general registrar, the items as set forth 
in � subdivisions 1 through tet 4 above and , if necessary, an application for registration 
pursuant to § � ii aeeessary 24.2-419 . A certificate of mailing shall not be required. 

=Ale eem,leMee ane timely eelir..rery el a& applieatiee lef a& at,seatee · hallet sltaH he 
eenstrued t& ee aa effef: BY tile applieast t& vete m � eleetiea. 

When the 9INll- statement prescribed in � subdivision 2 above has been properly !!MthsePihetl 
completed and signed by a � the registered voter and witnessed , his ballot shall not be 
subject to challenge pursuant to § 24.1133 24.2-651

Drafting Note: The oath of the voter is revised and changed to a statement signed by the 
voter and subject to felony penalties pursuant to § 24.2-1016. Voters who require assistance in 
voting may sign the statement without striking language from it. The requirement to seal the 
absentee ballot applications and deliver them to the clerk is transferred to proposed § 24.2-710 
since it is a final step in the proc�. 

The provision that an absentee voter who applies in person after ballots are available must 
vote at that time is made applicable to all elections including presidential elections since there is 
no rationale for allowing only presidential ballots to be taken from the office and the policy to 
avoid circulating official ballots applies alike to all elections. 

§ au 231. R.egistraF te make lists el apt)lieaets; deliTJery el eepy te eleetefal beBffl. Befere
eaell- eleetien tae geneFal Fegistffr saaH make eat m triplieMe e& a leffft :PFeserihed BY die 
State BeaM &f Bleetiees a list &f die B&meS alltl addresses � ,reeiaet ef aa pefSeas We& IHWe 
applied te Mm l&f suell- IJallets. aBEl shall- ey � e'eleek Bee& en the flay llefere � eleetiea 
deliz1er � ee,ies te tile eleeteml eeafEI; ane ,est a e8llY ift tile effiee el tile geeeFal registrar. 
Suell- eleetef&I seaftl- ane geaeF&l regisL-aF saaY maiataia sue& lists ift Ms effiee f&r a periee ef 
twewe meaYis as ,uMie i=eeefds epea te ,alHie iaspeeaee eURBg effiee B9QfS. 

9ft tile memiag ef tile day el eleetiee ea WBie& tae l3allet:S are te he offered, die eleeteral 
eeElAl shall pest tA!e ee,ies el the. lists req:aireEI � aBd- BY §§ lU 233.1 aad 24.1 234 i& 
ee&9Pieaeus plaees · at tile ,elliBg � ef tile respeethre Pfepef :P:Feeiaet:s. 

De eleeteral beaff shall, witllift tea eays aAei= the day el eleeaes, ferwa-re te the State 
� el Bleetiens a eemfieate setting feffB: the namher el peJSeBS waese BameS appeB:F ilp6& 
eaell- preeiaet list reqaired � § 2 4.1 23 4 anEl alse tile eamher el 11ersees Wltese BameS appear 
\:11)0& aH sue& lists fff the eeumy 9f � 

Drafting Note: Existing § 2f 1-231 is deleted as a separate section. Language shown as 
stricken in the first paragraph is revised and incorporated in proposed § 24.2-71 O with other 
duties of the general registrar in the absentee ballot process. The second paragraph is covered 
in proposed §§ 24.2-710 and 24.2-711 with the requirement for posting the list in each precinct as 
a duty of the chief officer of election. The final paragraph is deleted as obsolete because all 
voter turn-out information is furnished to the State Board under present procedures. 
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§ 24.1232 24.2-707. How ballots marked and returned by mail ; � cast in person; hew
eallets cast on voting ma.elliaes equipment .- Ype& On receipt of tile a mailed absentee ballot 
feFW&FEled h¥ ae eleetef&l heaFe t the voter shall Bet , in the presence of a witness, (i) open 
the sealed envelope ; marked "ballot Within" ; MeetK ift Ule :preseaee ef a witness, aoo sllell 
taea- aae tHf:e and (ii) mark and refold the ballot , as provided in § 2 U 129, aBtl Rf.&kl ae
Mllet §§ 24.2..fi44 and 24.2-646 without assistance and without making known the maeaer ef 
maFk-iag same: He how he marked the ballot, except as provided by§ 24.2-704. 

Aner the voter has marked his absentee ballot, he shall t:lieft end- OleFe plaee (i) enclose the 
ballot in the envelope provided for tbe that purpose, (ii) seal the envelope, &Be- (iii) fill in and 
sign the eaa. statement printed on the back of the envelope in the presence of a witness, who 
shall wUsess � same ie :wriaag. +his eaYelepe SHH ee enelesed sign the same envelope, (iv) 
enclose the ballot envelope and any required assistance form within the envelope directed to the 
electoral board wlHel!- Sl!aD mee ase taet=e ee seale& aBf:I mailed, , and (v) seal that envelope 
and mail it to the office of the electoral board ; or Eleli·.reree deliver it personally 9¥ tee \J6tef 
to the electoral board or the general registrar. 

In tee eYeBt Ylet tee An applicant who makes his application to vote in person \Hltlef 
paf&gftlpll l ef § 24.1 228.1 at a time when the printed ballots for the election are available , lie 
shall follow the same procedure as set forth above except that a he shall ee eeee complete the 
procedure in person in the office of the seeretaFY et: general registrar ; upen i=eeeipt el tee 
HelRS set feHB: in § 24:.1 229 or secretary of the electoral board before eHllff tile a registrar or 
the secretary et tae eleeteFal eeare; aae failUFe te ee se will FMeeF tile applieant's eallet ¥eiti 

Failure to follow the procedures set forth above shall render the applicant's ballot void. 

The electoral board of any county or city using a central absentee voting dismet precinct 
may provide for the casting of absentee ballots on voting maelii:ees equipment by applicants who 
are voting in person. The State Board 9' Bleetiess shall prescribe procedures for sue& the use of 
voting meelliees equipment . 

Drafti.ng Note: No change in substance. The next-to-last paragraph is taken from the end of 
the second paragraph and stated separately to clarify that the failure to follow procedures for 
casting a ballot by mail or in person will render the ballot void. 

§ 24.1 2aa 24.2-708 . Return of unused ballots; voting by applicant who did not receive
ballot-U for any reason a person, who has applied for and received a ballot, sheakl- eeeiee 
decides not to vote tile same, it- absentee, he shall ee Ms duty te return sue& the ballot 
unopened, in the sealed envelope ; in which it was reeei·ved sent to him , to the electoral board 
ff8ffl, wlHEll ff reeei�ed *8e same , on or before the day of the election in which sue& the 
ballot was intended to be used. 

The electoral board shall eaase te ee Bated- note on the absentee voter applicant list 
PeEttiireEI &¥ § l 4.1 23 4. te ee et* 1t¥ it , opposite the name of the person returning sue& the 
ballot, the fact that the same ballot was returned unused ; wffll. and the date of the return 
tite,eef, aae- . The electoral board shall carefully preserve all suell- ballots se returned unused 
and deliver them, together with tee other returned ballots, to the officers of election on election 
day. II a A voter, afiel: aaYiBg · who has returned his unused ballot as provided herein, shall 
i,reseet llimself at Ms pfeeinet be entitled to cast his vote pel'Seaally in person on election day ; 
he sllall ee eaat:led te east Bis � at his precinct . 

If for any reason a person who has applied for and has been sent an absentee ballot does 
not receive sues- the ballot, he shall be entitled, u,ee- to cast another ballot aner presenting to 
the electoral board, registrar or officer of election a swam statement signed by him that he did 
not receive sue the ballot, ta east aaetller f)apel= IJallet subject to felony penalties for making 
false statements as pursuant to § 24.2-1016 . 

Drafting Note: Provisions requiring a sworn statement of the applicant are replaced by 
comparable provisions requiring a signed statement which is subject to the felony penalties for 
making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016. 

§ 24.1 239 24.2-709 . Ballot to be returned in manner prescribed by law.-Any ballot returned
to a meml3er el the eleeteral B9aM at the office of the seeretary er the electoral board or 
general registrar in any manner except as prescribed by law, shall be void. The board member 
or registrar receiving the ballot shall mark on each envelope the date, time , and manner of 
delivery. lH the e¥eBt tBat the eaDet is retHmeEl t& the geeeral registrar, ae shall maFk the tl&te; 
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time aBEl maeaer el delivery te IHHr. For all ballots returned by the general registrar to the 
electoral board, the board shall give to the general registrar a receipt showing the time and 
date of sueh: the return. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 234. De:pesit ef returned haDef � eleeteFal aeaftit delivery ef sealeEl eeataineFS te
effieeFS ef eleetiee; ef)eaiag hmE eeataiaiag aallets; dispesitiea ef empty alMl rejeeted 
ea·;ele11es. After reeeipt ef the eallet; ea the list ift the regisa=er's effiee f)Fevided ift § 24.1 231, 
t-lle eleeteFal eeam slmll m&rk the ese ef reeeif* ift the a:pprepriate eehune epf)esite tile name 
alMl address ef tile � � eleeteral eeam shall def)esit tile aeepeaeEl eallet ea¥elepe aae
rewm eavelepe ifi a seJ)arate eeeta.ieer 0f eeetai&efS f)Fe1;ided flW tee parpese, ift wMe& t:aey 
snaa. remaia UBBI tile 6af ef eleetiea. 

GR tile day &f eleetiea the eleeteFal B9af6- shall deliver te tile effieefS ef eleetie& at tee 
� f)Feeiaets et= tile eeatfal al3seatee ¥eter eleetiea dismet tile eeataiaera, talaBg taeH: 
reeeif* tlierefeF. =i:ae eeataiaers SBall he sealee PR* te suell- delivery, a&& sllall- INl\1e t-llereia 
t-lle sealeEl ealletS wit& t-lleit= aeeempaayieg eavelepes and the lists ef prespee*i1

•
1e .yetef5 t0f all 

preeiaets as pr-evided ill f 24.1 231. � i=eeeived kem the ¥eteF aftel: eleetiea day saall- ff 
delivered te tile elefl£ ef tile eiFeeit eeu-Ft: 

M the elese el tBe f)&lls; t&e BOOE sllaH he efJe&ed BY tile eflieers el eleetiea, alMl the eallets 
def)esited ift regular eeHet eees ia tile fellewiag maaaer: As eae& ew,elepe is reme1Jed fFelB 
the eeJE, tee name ef tlte � shall he eallee and- eb:eeked as if tb:e � were YetiBg ia 
pe:FSea. ff femMI. entitled te east llis vete; t&e e1P.1elepe saaa t-lleB; hat Bet aBHl tnea; ee epenee, 
aae the eall&t ElepesiteEI m tb:e eallet � wits.e1:1t e:mminiag er ameldiag it, aftEl the name ef 
tb:e � sb:eH ee entered ey tb:e effieei=s e& tb:e f)elH,eek. 

Ws.e& all eaHet:s IHwe eeen aeee1:1eted fer aBEI eitltei= Yetee er fej eetee, tb:e empty ea•,elepes 
taat pr-erMeHSly eestaiaetl tile IJallets sbaD ee plaeee, ill an ea•.ieJepe witll- tb:e FeQ!Hl- envelepes, 
aae they; tegetlier wi& tile Fejeeted ea1;elepes, ii any; ea wltieli, er attaeb:eEI . te � SB8lJ. he 
:plaiftly- writtee the ea1:lSe ef fejeetiea, sigRee ey a majerity ef tee effieefS ef eleeaea, SHll ee
sealee ap WHll � eallets east at suell eleeeee ta he delivered as fJF-e'AaeEI BY laW: 

§ 24.2-710. Further duties of electoral board and general registrar; absentee voter applicant
lists. -On receipt of an absentee ballot, the electoral board or general registrar shall mark the 
date of receipt in the appropriate column opposite the name and address of the voter on the 
absentee voter applicant list maintained in the general registrar's office. A board member or 
registrar shall deposit the return envelope and the unopened ballot envelope in an appropriate 
container provided for the purpose, in which they shall remain until the day of the election. 

On the day before the election, the general registrar shall (i) make out in triplicate on a 
form prescribed by the State Board the absentee voter applicant list containing the names of all 
persons who applied for an absentee ballot through the third day before the election and (ii) by 
noon on the day before the election, deliver two copies of the list to the electoral board and 
post a copy in the general registrar's office. The general registrar shall maintain one copy of the 
list in his office for two years as a public record open for inspection during regular office 
hours. 

On the day before the election, the electoral board shall deliver one copy of the list 
provided to it by the general registrar to the chief officer of election for each precinct The list 
shall be attested by the secretary of the electoral board who shall be responsible for the 
delivery of the attested lists to the chief officer of election for each precinct. 

Absentee ballots shall be accepted only from voters whose names appear on the attested list. 

Before the polls close on the day of the election, the electoral board shall deliver the 
absentee ballot containers to, and obtain a receipt from, the officers of election at each 
appropriate precinct. The containers shall be sealed prior to delivery to the officers and shall 
contain the sealed absentee ballots, the accompanying return envelopes, and a copy of the 
absentee voter applicant list for each precinct. 

If the county or city uses a central absentee voter precinct pursuant to § 24.2-712, the lists 
and containers shall be delivered, as provided in this section, to the officers of election for the 
absentee precinct. 

Before noon on the day following the election, the general registrar shall deliver all 
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applications for absentee ballots for the election, under seal, to the clerk of the circuit court for 
the county or city. The derk shall retain the sealed applications with the counted ballots. 

The secretary of the electoral board shall deliver all absentee ballots received after the 
election to the clerk of the circuit court. 

§ 24.2-711. Duties of officers of election.-Before the polls open, the officers of election at
each precinct shall mark, for each person on the absentee voter applicant list, the letters "AB" 
(meaning absentee ballot) in the voting record column on the precinct registered voter list. 

Before the polls open; the chief officer of election shall post the copy of the absentee voter 
applicant list in the polling place. 

If a voter, whose name appears on the absentee voter applicant list, bas not returned an 
unused ballot· and offers to vote in his precinct, the officers of election in the precinct shall 
determine the matter pursuant to § 24.2-708 or, ii the locality has a central absentee voter 
precinct, shall refuse to give him a ballot and shall refer him to the officers of the absentee 
precinct for an appeal pursuant to § 24.2-712. 

After the close of the polls, the container of absentee ballots shall be opened by the officers 
of election. As each ballot envelope is removed from the container, the name of the voter shall 
be called and checked as if the voter were voting in person. II the voter is found entitled to 
vote, his name shall l;,e entered in the pollbook. The ballot envelope shall then be opened, and 
the ballot deposited in the ballot box without being unfolded or examined. If the voter is found 
not entitled to vote, the unopened envelope shall be rejected. A majority of the officers shall 
write and sign a statement of the cause for rejection on the envelope or on an attachment to 
the envelope. 

When all ballots have been accounted tor and either voted or rejected, the officers shall 
place the empty ballot envelopes, the return envelopes, and any rejected ballot envelopes, in one 
envelope provided for the purpose and seal and deliver it with the ballots cast at the election as
provided in this title. 

Dratting Note: Existing § ·24.1-234 is reorganized in two new sections to set out the duties of 
the electoral board and general registrar in one provision and to state the duties of the officers 
of election in a separate section. No change in substance. Provisions from existing §§ 24.1-229, 
24.1-231, and 24.1-233.1 are incorporated where appropriate. 

§ 24.1 23iU 24.2-712 • Ceuntiag Ballets; abseatee � distriet Central absentee voter
precincts; counting ballots .- Notwithstanding any other provision of law, fef tile JHl�ese el 
eeueang aH reee,diag abseatee B&llets iB eleetieas, the governing body of each eity M county 
or city may establish one or more central absentee voter eleet:i.ee Elistriets precincts in the 
courthouse or other public buildin� ; aB& *lie ger.1emiag l:tedy el aey tews. may estahlisa sues 
eleeaea dist:Rets fef teW& eleetiees, WBielt saell ,eeeive, eeuat aBtl FeeeM all suell- hallets east 
� tllal � eeumy 81= t&W& for the purpose of receiving, counting, and recording absentee 
ballots cast in the county or city . The decision to establish suell distriet M disfriets any 
absentee voter precinct shall be made by the governing body by ordinance -: Saeli ; the 
ordinance shall state for which elections Sllell distriet * distriet:s the precinct shall be used. The 
decision to abolish any Sttell- distflet et= Elismets slleH &Is& absentee voter precinct shall be made 
by the governing body by ordinance. Immediate notification of either saee decision shall be sent 
to the State Board el Eleeaees and the electoral board. 

A registretiea list as pPevided fef ift § au 231 SB&ll ee Ire,t eeateiBing ae ft6fBeS � 
1n=eeiaet el all ap�lieants feF aa absem:ee eallet as reeeiveEI aee eertified by ae registrar's 
efliee th.Peugh tile tb.iftl day aeH pFeeeding tb.e eleetien. De eemplete list SB&II- ee attested te 
� tb.e seefetary &I tb.e eleeteral lleafd. anEl tb.e BBllets &I ft9 � ¥etef slHHl ee aeeepted. 

A eepy &I t!tis list SB&ll ee deli·;e,ed te tb.e elHe# eleetiea effiee: &I *lie apprepriate �i:eeiaet 
at tile. ame ae r-egistJ:atiea Beek is delivet=ed m= e& tb.e day .&ef&Fe tae eleeeee. +Ile seeretary el 
tb.e eleetef&I IMHlfEl sltaH he FesJJeBSiele l8F tb.e delivery te aoo- reeeipt ef SQell. eeftified lists � 
eaen ehief eleetiee effiee,. !Fae euteefS ef eleeaea at eeea pFeeinet saall mark tile lettefs � 
(measiag absemee � iR Mae iBk iR the spaee prev4ded � ¥etiBg Re&fQ oo the Fegistrae.ee 
� fat= aH sue& � if aBY:- AH ef tile atMwe saeH ee eempletee ltelere tile staff et the 
regular ¥etiBg at tBe p,eeiaet. 

Aw.f Yetef weese fi8fBe apfJe&fS ea the eertified list fFelR the clceteral eeare woo effefS te 
¥ete iR pePS8ft at IHs f)Feeieet shall oot ee prev4dee a Ballet aoo saaH ee iafeRBeEl tftBf Ile ft8S 
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¥etee � aaseatee � aeeeRiiag te tee Feeenls eefefe tile effieials. A& ap13eal, Y � shall se 
maEle t& tile effieeFS el eled:iea at � eeaa=al aeseatee � eleetieR dismet, wile SHH predaee 
reeerds te indieate tee Feeeipt &# tee ap131ieati0a aae tee eeftifieate el mailiag fef tee 9611* If 
tile effieeFS el eleetiee eamte* predaee suee � tee ¥e£ef mast ee allewed te east Ms vete in 
,efS0B at taat ame aee pJaee aae ha¥e his vete eeaated wit& tee etRet: aeseetee veteP.r. Y any 
� BFiBgs a& eamaF-keEl eallet te tee eentral aeseRtee ¥etei= eleetiea Elistriet 9f te tee eleete:rel 
008fll. ea 9f eef&fe tee day el eleetiea, lte mast ee allewed t& ¥ete H; aBd it Sft8ll ee deli1.1ereE1 
te die eee.tr:al aeseatee -YeteF eleetiea Elistriet pFi&F te die elesiBg el &e ,el&. 

Each central absentee voter eleetiee tlistriet precinct shall have Bet less thaB- at least three 
eleetiea effi.eials officers of election as provided for tae other precincts. The number of ettieials 
officers shall be determined by the electoral board. 

If any voter brings an unmarked ballot to the central absentee voter precinct on the day of 
the election, he shall be allowed to vote it. If any voter brings an unmarked ballot to the 
electoral board on or before the day of the election, he shall be allowed to vote it, and his 
ballot shall be delivered to the absentee voter precinct before the closing of the polls. 

The officers at the absentee voter precinct shall determine any appeal by any other voter 
whose name appears on the absentee voter applicant list and who offers to vote in person. If 
the officers at the absentee voter precinct produce records showing the receipt of his application 
and the certificate of mailing for the ballot, they shall deny his appeal. If the officers cannot 
produce such records, the voter shall be allowed to vote in person at the absentee voter precinct 
and have his vote counted with other absentee votes. If the voters appeal is denied, the 
proVisions of § 24.2-708 shall be applicable, and the officers shall advise the voter that he may 
vote on presentation of a statement signed by him that he has not received an· absentee ballot 
and subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant to § 24.2-1016. 

Absentee ballots may be processed as required by § 24.1 334 24.2-711 by the officers of 
election at the central absentee voter eleetien Elistriet precinct prior to the closing of the polls 
but the ballot box shall not be opened and the counting of ballots shall not begin prior to that 
time. In the case of punch card ballots to be inserted in the electronic counting equipment, the 
ballot box may be opened and the absentee ballots may be inserted in the counting equipment 
prior to tBat time the closing of the polls in accordance with procedures prescribed by the State 
Board , including procedures to preserve ballot secrecy , but no ballot count totals shall be 
initiated prior to that time. 

As soon as the polls are closed in the eity, eeaaty, SF .tewn county or city the officers of 
election at the central absentee voter eleeeea distriet precinct shall proceed to ascertain and 
record the vote given by absentee ballot and report the same results in the manner provided for 
the counting and reporting el ballots generally in §§ au 138 tllreugb. 34.1143, eetll ieelasi".ie, 
mutatis mutaedis Article 4 (§ 24.2-643 et seq.) of Chapter 6 of this title . 

Drafting Note: The two paragraphs on the absentee voter applicant list are transferred to 
proposed § 24.2-71 O because they relate to the duties of the electoral board and general registrar 
and not solely to the central absentee voter precinct. The fourth paragraph of existing 
§ 24.1-233.1 is restated as the third and fourth paragraphs in proposed § 24.2-712 to set out the
provisions in better chronological order. A reference to § 24.2-708 procedures is added for
clarification.

The term central absentee voter "precinct" rather than .. election district" is used to conform 
to the definitions used in Title 24.2. The authorization for central absentee voter precincts for 
towns is deleted since no town has utilized this provision and these precincts are generally 
useful only for larger jurisdictions. 

CHAPTER 8. 

RECOUNTS AND CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 

Chapter Drafting Note: The content of present Chapter 8 which covers post-election 
challenges is divided into two separate articles. The provisions on recounts are transferred to the 
beginning of the chapter and set _out in proposed Article 1 and contest provisions are set out in 
proposed Article 2. 

The recodified recount provisions take into account changes in voting equipment and clarify 
that there will be a recount of punchcard ballots. While it is necessary to rely on the printed 
returns from voting machines and direct electronic voting devices which do not use separately 
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marked ballots, it is appropriate to recount punchcard ballots even though they are counted 
electronically. The present provisions are ambiguous on this point. 

Contest provisions are carried forward with stylistic changes and one clarification. The 
statutory timetable for filing petitions and conducting a contest in the General Assembly does not 
work for two unusual cases - a contest following a recount and a contest involving a special 
election held while the General Assembly is in s�ion. The proposed revision gives the 
Committee on Privileges and Elections authority to set the procedural timetable in these cases. 

Article 1. 

Recounts. 

§ 24.1 249. 24.2-800 . Recounts in all elections.-A. hpplieaeility el seetieB. - The provisions of
this seetiee sllaH article apply to all elections held in tliis the Commonwealth. 

B. Reeeunt i& eleetiens 191: eUiee:- • When ifl- aey eleetieB lei: aey 9"iEe;- there is between
any candidate apparently nominated or elected and any edta: candidate apparently defeated a 
difference of not more than one pef eeet-um percent of the total vote cast for the two such 
candidates as determined by the State Board et: Eleeaeas or the electoral board, sue& etlleF the 
defeated candidate may appeal from the determination of the State Board a# Eleetieas or the 
electoral board for a recount of suelt- the vote as set forth in this seetiee aBEl in § 24.1 269 
article . In tlle ease et: an election of electors for the President and Vice-President of the United 
States, the presidential 8ftEi. viee p:Fesidenti&:l eaedidetes aBEl Bef tlie eleefefS shall he deemed tlte 
eaadiElates candidate shall represent the vice-presidential candidate and slate of electors and be

the party to the recount for purposes of this seetiea article . 

· C. Reeeu&ts iB eleetiens te sulHRit prepesitieas. - When i& aey eleetiee te SU9R1H aey
pFepesitiea te tile Ye£efS; there is between the vote for tile pi:epesiaeR a question and the vote 
against tile pFepesiaee a question a difference of not more than fifty votes or one � eeetam 
percent of the total vote cast for and against the prepesitie& question as determined by the State 
Board el Bleeaens or ey the electoral board, whichever is greater, tile& i.y petiaea � i.y at 
least fifty or more voters qualified to vote on the f)Fepesitie&, suell- Yetefs. question, by signing 
and filing their petition, may appeal from the determination of the State Board et: Eleetieas or 
el the electoral board for a recount of sue&- the vote as set forth in this seetiee aBe ill 
§ 2 4.1 2&9 article .

§ 24.2-801. Petition for recount; recount court.- � Petitiee. - The petition for a recount
shall be maee- filed within ten days from the day the State Board a# Eleeaees or the electoral 
board aseertaies certifies the result of the election ; aBEl lies PedueeEl tlte feSYlt te Wfltieg, aBEl 
sigaee ae same under § 24.l 154 24.2-679 or § 24.1148 24.2-671 , but not thereafter. Sue&- The 
petition shall be filed in the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond in the case of any statewide 
office and in the circuit court of the county or city in which the candidate being challenged 
resides in the case of any other eleetiea office . Sue& The petition shall be filed in the Circuit 
Court of the City of Richmond in the case of any statewide eleetien te SU9fRH ey- f):Fef)esieee 
referendum and in the circuit court of any county or city comprising a part of SUE& the election 
district in the case of any other eleetie& te suemit aay prepesieee referendum . 

The petition shall set forth the results S& leufttl- certified by the Board or electoral board and 
shall request the court to have the ballots in sues- the election recounted or, in the case of 
mechanical or direct electronic voting maelliaes devices , the vote redetermined. 

In tile ease el an election for office as set leffll. all&ve , a copy of the petition shall be 
served on the candidate apparently nominated or elected ill tile same way a Retiee is sePree- as

provided under § 8.01-296 and within ten days after the Board or electoral board has determiaed 
certified the results of such election. In the ease � an elee-tien te SU9HlH a f)Fepesitien a

referendum , a copy of the petition shall be so served on the governing body or chief executive 
officer ef the jurisdiction in which the election was held. Ype& filing el aR¥ suell petieea the 

The chief judge of the circuit court in which the same a petition is filed shall prompUy 
notify the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia , who shall thereapee designate two 
other judges to sit with the chief judge , and saell- the court shall be constituted and sit in an 
respects as a court appointed and sitting under §§ 24.1 238 24.2-805 and 24.1 239 24.2-806.

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-249 is divided into two sections. Proposed § 24.2-800 defines 
when a recount may be held and § 24.2-801 spells out the requirements for the petition to 
initiate a recount and convene a recount court. 
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Two clarifying changes are made. First, in subsection B of § 24.2-800, the presidential 
candidate is specified to be the party to the recount and the representative for the 
vice-presidential candidate and slate of electors. This change clarifies that the slate is one party 
for purposes of structuring teams of recount officials and conducting the recount. See, also, 
§ 24.2-807.

Second, the present law is unclear on how a recount should handle new types of ballots,
such as punchcard ballots, which are counted on that ballots, including punchcard ballots, are to 
be recounted, and the vote totals will be redetermined only for umechanical or direct electronic 
voting devices," a term that describes the type of equipment where the vote is cast on the 
equipment without any separate ballot. The process for recounting punchcard ballots is spelled 
out in § 24.2-802. 

Other changes are made only to simplify language and use defined terms such as 
"referendum." 

§ 24.1 269 24.2-802 . Procedure for recount ueea: § 24.1 249 .-A. Heariags. - Aftef tile
pee.tie& is Hie&, the eaiel judge el the eirewt iB wmea tee petiaea is file&; witlii& Within seven 
days of the filing of the petition, the chief judge of the circuit court shall call a preliminary 
hearing , fit at which (i) motions may be disposed of , and (ii) at wltieli the rules of procedure 
may be fixed, both subject to review by the full court ; aRe tee ellief judge; as . As part of the 
preliminary hearing, the chief judge may permit the petitioner and his counsel, together with 
each other party and his counsel and at least two members of the electoral board and the 
custodians, to examine any mechanical or direct electronic voting maeaiae device of the type 
that prints returns when the print-out sheets are not clearly legible. The chief judge, subject to 
review by the full court, may set the place or places for the recount and may order the 
delivery of election materials to a central location and the transportation of voting maelli:ees 
devices to a central location in each county or city under appropriate safeguards. 

After the full court is appointed under § au 249 24.2-801 , it shall call a hearing at which 
all motions shall be disposed of and at waie& sae& the rules of procedure shall be fixed finally. 
The court shall call for the advice and cooperation of the State Board el Eleetieas, or any local 
electoral board &# eleetiees , as appropriate, and such boards shall have the duty and authority 
to assist the court. 

B. Reeeuat effieials. - The court shall permit each candidate, or petitioner and governing
body or chief executive officer � IHs desigaated :FefJFesenam11e uBdel= § au 249 , to select an 
equal number of the officers of election to be recount officials and to count plt-ysieally the 
ballots, or in the case of mechanical or direct electronic voting maellines devices to redetermine 
the vote , preTJitleEI that tee . The number seleeted as shall be fixed by the court saell and be 
sufficient to conduct the recount within a reasonable period. Y deemed aeeessary tae The court 
may permit each suelt party to the recount to submit a list of alternate officials in the number 
the court directs. There shall be at least one team of recount officials to eEMlet recount paper 
ballots and to redetermine the vote cast on maelli:ees mechanical or direct electronic devices of 
the type that prints returns for the election district at large in which the recount is being held 
8Rtl • There shall be at least one team from each locality in the election district to redetermine 
the vote on other types of mechanical voting maeaiees devices . There shall be at least one 
team from each locality using electronic counting devices to insert the ballots into one or more 
counting devices. The counting devices shall be programmed to count only votes cast for parties 
to the recount or for or against the question in a referendum recount. Each team shall be 
composed of one representative of each suea party. 

The court may provide that if , at the time of the recount, any recount official saall fail. 
tails to appear, the remaining recount officials present t& eeadaet tae Feeeuat shall appoint 
substitute recount · officials who shall poss� the same qualifications as the recount officials for 
whom they substitute. !JlteFe 1Baf he seleeted ey tll:e The court may select pairs of recount 
coordinators to serve for each county or city in the election district who shall be members of 
the county or city electoral board and represeatatives ef tile represent different political parties 
represeetea e& sooll ooam . The court shall have authority to summon such officials and 
coordinators. Ype& On request of a party to the recount, the court shall allow each saea party 
to appoint repr-eseataa1..·es saffieieat iB aumher t& ehser¥e tee reeeaat one representative 
observer for each team of recount officials . The expenses of SBeli- its representatives shall be 
borne by suell- f)afties each party . 

C. De reeeaat. - The court (i) shall supervise the recount and (ii) may require delivery of
any or all pollbooks used aRtl- , any or all ballots cast at the election fei: sooli- eaaEiiaates � Im:

0f against sue& prepesia.ee , and absentee ballots sought to be cast but ruled invalid or may 
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assume superv1s1on thereof through the recount coordinators and officials. At the conclusion of 
the recount of each precinct , the recount officials shall write down (i) in the case of 
mechanical or direct electronic voting maeeiaes devices the redetermination of the vote ; and 
(ii) the number of valid ballots cast, this number being obtained from the ballots cast in the
precinct, or from the ballots cast as shown on the statement of results if the ballots cannot be
found, for each of the two candidates ·, an& or for and against the question. They shall submit
the ballots or the statement of results used, as to the validity of which questions exist, to the
court. The written statement of any one recount official challenging a ballot shall be sufficient to
require its submission to the court. For purposes of redetermining the vote cast by maehines,
where maeaiaes &Fe et tee ty,e any mechanical or direct electronic voting device that prints
returns, the printed return sheets shall be sufficient evidence of the mael!iee count. !l=ne
Bl:HBbeFS ea � maelliae eeueteFS sllall pfelrail iB eases wlleFe tlley exeeed If, on all
mechanical or direct electronic voting devices, the number of persons voting in the election, or
the number of votes cast for the office or on the question, totals more than the number of
names on the pollbooks of persons voting on the devices, the figures recorded by the devices
shall be accepted as correct .

At the conclusion of the recount of all precincts the Efiff , after allowing the parties to 
inspect the questioned ballots , and after hearing arguments, the court shall rule on the validity 
of all questioned ballots and votes aRtl ey- . By an appropriate order , the court shall certify to 
the State Board el Eleetiees and the electoral board or boards (i) the vote et for each el tile 
aemiaees aREl eaadie.ates party to the recount and declare the peFSeas person who received the 
higher number of VQtes to be tbe eemieee 8f aemieees, 8f eleetee. e#ieial 8f e#ieials 9f

nominated or elected, as appropriate, or (ii) the ¥ete votes for 9f and against the prepesitiea 
question and declare the outcome of the eleetiea ea tee prepeSitiea referendum . 

D. 1wessmeat et eests; - Costs of the recount shall be �d against the counties and
cities comprising the election district when (i) the candidate petitioning for the recount is 
declared the winner; er (ii) the petitioners in a recount of ae- a eleetiea te suemit a prepesitiea 
referendum win the recount; or (iii) there was between the candidate apparently nominated or 
elected and the candidate petitioning for the recount a difference of not more than one-half of 
one percent of the total vote cast for the two such candidates as determined by the State Board 
el Eleetiees or electoral board prior to the recount. Gests Otherwise the costs of the recount 
shall be assessed against � the candidate petitioning for the recount ii he tails te wi& die 
reeeuet 8ftd- tllefe was between the eaeElidate appareMJy aemiRated er eleeted aee aimself a 
dif.l'.ereaee el meFe the eae aalf et eee pereent el die teaH Yete east ler ille twe SHe& 
eee.ie.ates as e.etermiaed ey the State BeaFe el Bleetiens 8f eleeteral eeaffl. Pff8f te tee reeeuat; 
aee W or the petitioners in a recount of a& eleetiee te suemit a prepesffiee ii taey fail te will 
die feeeuet a referendum . If more than one candidate petitions for a recount, the court may 
assess costs in an equitable manner between the counties and cities and any such candidate if 
both he are liable for costs under this subsection. Costs incurred to date shall be �d 
against sue& any candidate or petitioner i& tile e¥eBt ae who defaults or Withdraws his petition. 

E. DeteRBinaeee et � - The court shall determine the costs of the recount subject to the
following limitations: (i) no per diem payment shall be assesed for salaried election officials; 
(ii) no per diem reimhufSemeet et eleetien payment to officers of election serving as recount
officials shall exceed two-thirds of the per diem paid such officers by the county or city for
service on election day; and (iii) suell- per diem reimbufSement ef. payments to alternates shall
be allowed only if they serve.

F. Bead, 9¥ petiaeeer. - Any petitioner ; who may be assessed with costs under subsection D
of this section , shall post a bond with surety with the court in the amount of ten dollars per 
precinct in the area subject to recount. I& t&e eYeet If the petitioner wins the recount, the bond 
shall not be forfeit. In the e¥eet If the petitioner loses the recount , the bond shall be forfeit 
only to the extent of the assessed costs M ii . If the assessed costs exceed the bond , he shall 
be liable for such exc�. 

G .. The recount proceeding shall be final and not subject to appeal. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Terminology is conformed to definitions and other 
provisions in Title 24.2. Language is added to provide for a team of recount officials for each 
locality using punchcard ballots and electronic counters. The ballots are to be recounted 
electronically on counters programmed for the recount. 

The provision on allowing the parties to appoint representatives to observe the recount is 
modified to allow one representative per team of recount officials in place of the undefined 
term "sufficient in number to observe the recount." 
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Finally, the revision clarifies the situation in which the count shown on voting equipment 
exceeds the numbers in the pollbooks. The rule that the equipment count prevails is made 
applicable when the number exceeds the number shown on the pollbook to have voted on the 
equipment exclusive of paper ballot votes which are tallied separately. 

Article 2. 

Contested Elections. 

§ 24.I 238.l 24.2-803 . Contest of election to General Assembly.-A. i�plieaeility. - This
section sltell � applies to any general or special election of members to the General 
Assembly. 

B. Sta&diBg; ootiee eE iB£eBt te eeatest. - A contest of the election of any member to the
General Assembly may be initiated by an unsuccessful candidate in the election woo snaH- ee , 
referred to hereafter as the contestant. 

To initiate a contest, the contestant shall give written notice, in the manner provided in 
subsection D, of his intent to contest the election to the person or persons apparently elected, 
referred to hereafter as the contestee, and to the eleff Clerk of the House of Delegates if he is 
contesting a House election or of the Senate if he is contesting a Senate election, as a11tn=epriate, 
within twenty days following the date of the election. 

His The notice shall state the grounds QP9B- on which the contestant intends to contest the 
election. The grounds must shall include eifBff (i) objections to the eligibility of the contestee 
based on specific allegations, m: (ii) objections to the conduct or results of the election m wMe& 
ease tae aeaee must iseluee accompanied by specific allegations which, if proven true, would 
have a probable impact on the outcome of the election, or (iii) both. 

The notice shall alse state that an answer t1lerete by the contestee must be filed with the 
clerk of the appropriate house within ten days following service of the notice. The Betiee SBell 
ee sigBeEl ey tee contestant aae ·.ierifiee shall sign and verify the notice by his oath or 
affirmation. 

C. Aflswer. - -Aft1J- eeBtesiee u,pea whem · a Betiee el ea&test is sef¥ee fH:tfSaaet t& this seeaea,
WHliHt Within ten days fellewisg alter service N!e:Feef, of the contestant's notice on the contestee, 
the contestee shall file with the clerk of the appropriate house a written answer. His answer 
shall admit or deny the allegations ape& on which the contestant relies, or state that he has no 
knowledge or information concerning an allegation which shall be deemed denial, and state any 
other defenses, in law or fact, on which he relies. The contestee shall sign and verify suee his

answer by bis oath or affirmation. 

D. SeFViee ef preeess afKl. EWideaee. - The notice of intent to contest shall be filed by the
contestant with the clerk of the appropriate house and copies tb.ereof served by the contestant as 
provided under § 8.01-296 upee- on each contestee. The answer, petition, and any reply and 
copies thereof shall be filed with the appropriate clerk, and the copies served by the clerk on 
tbe counsel of record as provided under Rule 1:12 of the Rules of the Supreme Court of 
Virginia. 

After service of the notice of intent, any party, after reasonable notice to the other party or 
parties, shall be authorized to take depositions to sustain or invalidate the election. The 
contestant shall complete the taking of depositions to submit with his petition at any time within 
thirty days following the date of the election, and the contestee shall complete the taking of his 
depositions within iorty-five days following the date of. the election. By written stipulation of the 
parties, the testimony of any witne$ may be filed in the form of an affidavit by saek- the 

witness within the same time limitations prescribed for the taking of depositions. 

Subpoenas for witnesses shall be issued by the clerk of the circuit court of the county or 
city in which the contestee resides � on the application of either party. SUeB- waesses 
Witnesses shall be entitled to the same allowances and privileges, and be subject to the same 
penalties, as witnesses summoned to attend the courts. 

· Every deposition shall be taken before a person authorized by law to administer oaths, who
shall certify and seal the deposition in the same manner as in judicial civil proceedings, and file 
the same with the clerk of the appropriate house. 

E. PetitieB. - A written petition shall be filed by the contestant with the clerk of the
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appropriate house (i) within two days following the second Wednesday in January if the 
contested election weFe was held at a November general election ; and (ii) within twenty days 
following the date of the election or within two days following the commencement of the next 
session of the General Assembly, whichever is later, if the election wee was held on a different 
date ; f)f9fJided � ii . The contestee may file a written reply to the petition within five days 
following its service on him. 

F. If the election were was held during a regular 5e$ion of the General �mbly, the times
for filing the notice of intent to contest, the answer, petition, and reply and for taking 
depositions and affidavits � shall be set by agreemeat el tile paAies, su�eet te tile appFe".181 
el the Committee on Privileges and Elections of the appropriate house. :ate eemestee may file a 
w-littee � te tile petitiea WHMn ffile eays fellewiag HS semee ea MIR: The Committee may 
consider the contestant's and contestee's recommendations for the procedural schedule. 

F:- Pfeeed1u=es i& tne Beuse: - G. The clerk shall refer the notice, answer, petition, reply, 
depositions, and affidavits to the appr=epriate eemmittee Committee on Privileges and Elections , 
which documents shall constitute the record in the contest. 

� Unless another committee has been designated by the rules of the house to hear tile 
contest matters, the Committee on Privileges and Elections shall hear the contest and conduct 
such investigation as has been directed by resolution of its house. It shall report its findin� and 
recommendations to the house for its action. 

&. � - H. The house, in its judgment, may find for the contestant and declare him 
elected, find for the contestee and confirm his election, or declare the election void and order a 
writ of election as in other cases of vacancy. If the house finds a tie vote has occurred, it shall 
direct a determination by lot in accordance with § 34.1149 24.2-674 , but no right to a recount 
shall be permitted. 

Drafting Note: In the unlikely situation of a contest involving a special election held during a 
session, present subsection E provides for a special procedural schedule to be approved by the 
Committee on Privileges and Election. Under proposed .subsection F, the Committee is given 
primary responsibility to set the schedule to avoid any deadlock by the parties to the contest. 
See, also, § 24.2-814. 

Present law specifies that the Committee on Privileges and Elections acts on scheduling 
matters under existing subsection E and that the "appropriate" committee or committee 
designated by the house rules shall hear and investigate a contest under existing subsection F. 
This inconsistency is resolved by designating the Committee on Privileges and Elections to act in 
contest matters unless the house designates another committee in its rules. 

§ 2-U 237 24.2-804 . Cemests Contest of elections of Governor, Lieutenant Governor , and
Attorney General-In any election for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, aae- or Attorney General, 
notice of the intent to contest saell- the election shall be filed with the ·Clerk of the House of 
Delegates as prescribed in § 24.1 .236.1 24.2-803 . The provisions of § 24.1 23&.l ger:eFBi&g 24.2.;S03 
shall govern standing, notice of intent to contest, answers, service of process, evidence, the 
petition, procedures, and relief sball ee applieahle i& � suell- eeatest except (i) that in a 
contest of an election held at the November general election the petition shall be filed within 
two days following the commencement of a special session of the General �mbly called for 
the purpose of hearing the contest or of the next regular session of the General A$embly, 
whichever first occurs, and (ii) that the final determination shall be made by the General 
�embly, both hmaelles taereef houses sitting in joint 5e$iOn in the hall of the House of 
Delegates, at wlHell, jeim sessiea with the Speaker of the House of Delegates sllall preside 
presiding. 

Drafting Note: Stylistic changes only. 

§ 2 u 238 24.2-805 . Contest of elections of electors for President and Vice-President or
nem.ieeeees primaries for United States Senate or statewide office.-In tile ease et an election of 
electors for the President and Vice-President of the United States, or a aemieatiee et a 
eaadidate � eleetiee t& primazy for the United States Senate ; or � aemiaaaea '* eleeeea te 
any statewide office, the proceeding to contest shall be in the Circuit Court of the City of 
Richmond before a special court composed of the chief judge of such circuit court and two 
circuit court judges of circuits not contiguous to the City of Richmond appointed by the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia, or, in the event of his inability to act, then by the 
next senior justice el sue& � , Wftieli. appeietiag jtistiee who shall at the time of appointment 

143 



set the date for trial. 

If the chief judge of the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond ee is absent er , unable to 
sit in suek- the proceeding, or in ate eYeBt suea jHElge shaH e&tef ef reeefd. taat ae is se situated 
WHk- respeet te tBe 1n=eeeediag as te � it impFef)er, i& his episieB, fer Mm te sit iB SBell 
preeeeEliag aftd- recuses himselt the clerk of the court shall at once certify tae same that tact to 
the Chief Justice el tae Supreme Gew:t &f Virgi11ia, tlte& a tlHfe. juege sllaH ae desigsated Hl tile 
same maneer as we!=e ate twe remaiaing jueges; � teat m af)peiaeeg ·S\left � jUGge; tile-
Then the Chief Justice el the Sapreme Gem:t ef Virgisia or the associate justice acting in his 
stead shall , H pessible, appoint a third judge , who shall be, if possible, a judge of the Circuit 
Court of the City of Richmond or an adjoining circuit. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The term "primary" is used rather than "nomination 
for election" since the provisions are applicable to primaries but not to other methods for party 
nominations. 

§ 24.1 239 24.2-806 . Contest of other eemiaaeens primaries and elections.-In the ease ef a
Bemiaai:ieB EK a eaaElidate fer eleeaee te tfte. a primary for the United States House of 
Representatives ef � Ymte& States , � die aemieaaea 4* eleetie& t& the State Virginia Senate, 
the House of Delegates, or tee aemieatiea er elediee &I a eaBEliElate te any county, city, town, 
or district office, or an election to any county, city, town, or district office,. the proceeding to 
contest shall be in the circuit court of the county or city in which the challenged candidate 
resides. The proceeding shall be before a special court composed of the chief judge of such 
circuit court and two circuit court judges of circuits remote from the county or city in which 
such candidate resides, appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of. Virginia, or, in 
the event of his inability to act, then by the next senior justice ef saea eeurt , who shall at the 
time of appointment set the date for trial. 

If the chief judge of the circuit court of the city or county in which the candidate resides 
ee is absent .w , unable to sit in saoo the proceeding, or , i& tile · evem sue& jHElge saaa eew el 
ree&fd. ON!t ee is se sitaaied witll- resf)eet te � preeeeEliag as te i:eBder � ifflf)Fef)er, i& ms 
epiaiea, leF Mm t& sit ift sues- f)FeeeeEliag aee recuses himself, the clerk of the court shall at 
once certify tae same that fact to the Chief Justice el the Saf)reme bOOrt ef VirgiBia, tile& a 
tlHfEl jHElge SB8H ee tiesigaated ia the same manaer as weFe the fW& i:eJHai&iag jueges; � 
teat ift. aJ:)peiatiag suea � juege, Yie . Then the Chief Justice ef the Sapreme Gem:t ef 
Virgiaia or the �ociate justice acting in his stead shall , ii possible, appoint a third judge , who 
shall be, if possible, a judge of the same or an adjoining circuit. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The term "primary" is used for the reason stated for 
proposed § 24.2..S05. 

§ 24.1 249 24.2-807 . Contest only Hf)OO on complaint of unsucce$ful party; contents of
complaint.- A&y- The provisions of this section and §§ 24.2-808 through 24.2-813 govern contes'ts 
conducted pursuant to §§ 24.2-805 and 24.2-806. The contest EK any eleeeen t& 8Rf effiee Bet 
refeHeEI te ey § 24.1 33S.1 � § 24.1 237 shall be initiated only by a written complaint of one or 
more of the unsuccessful candidates feF eleetiea tllerete. lft the ease ef a eeatest pursu.aat te 
§§ 24.1 238 aftEI. 24.1 239 saea- . The complaint shall contain eitltef: (i) objections to the eligibility 
of the contestee based on specific allegations, er (ii) objections to the conduct or resul� of the 
election ift. wlHelt ease tile &etiee IBUSt iaelade accompanied by specific allegations which, if 
proven true, would have a probable impact on the outcome of the election, or (iii) both. 

In tse ease el an election of electors for the President and Vice-President of the United 
States, the preside.ntial aRfl v-iee presidential eaBditlates afH! Bet � eleetefS sllall be deemed tile 
eaeEliElates candidate shall represent the vice-presidential candidate and slate of electors and be 
the party to the contest for purposes of this seet-ieB article . 

Drafting Note: The presidential candidate is specified to be the party to a contest and 
representative for the vice-presidential candidate and slate of electors. This change clarifies that 
there is one party to the contest proceedin� for the entire slate. See, also, § 24.2-800. 

§ 24.1 2 H 24.2-808 . Time of filing and service of complaint; enlargement or amendment of
complaint-The contestant shall file his complaint sllaH- be fileEl. in the clerk's office of the 
circuit court within thirty days following the date of the election in the case of a general 
election, and within ten days foil owing the date of the election in case of a primary election or 
special election held on a date other than that of a general election ail& a eepy tkereef . A 
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copy of the complaint shall be served ; as a aetiee is sefYeEl by the contestant as provided 
under § 8.01-296 ; on � each contestee ; ; otherwise the complaint shall not be valid. 

No enlargement or amendment of the complaint 8ftd. ne ameadme&t thefete , except as to 
form, shall be permitted save by leave of court as provided in Rule 1:8 of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court of Virginia. 

Dratting Note: Stylistic changes only. 

§ 24.1 2 4i 24.2-809 . Filing answer; contents; enlargement or amendment �rellibiteEl of answer
.-The contestee shall, within ten days after the complaint is served on him, file in the clerk's 
office an answer, in which he shall admit or deny the allegations ape& on which the contestant 
relies, or sta�e that he has no knowledge or information concerning an allegation which shall be 
deemed denial, and state any other defenses, in law or fact, on which he relies. If no sue& 
answer be is filed within the time prescribed, the contestee shall not be heard to assert any 
claim or objection which is aefei& required by this section to be stated in S\le& the answer. 

No enlargement or amendment of the answer &Re Be ameedmeat tlleFete , except as to 
form, shall be permitted save by leave of court as provided in Rule 1:8 of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court of Virginia. 

Drafting Note: No. change in substance. 

§ 24.1 243 24.2-810 . Taking depositions and deciding contests.-After service of a copy of the
complaint ; any � and after reasonable notice to the other party or parties, any party shall 
be· authorized to take depositions to sustain or invalidate the election e1= feQfRl, . The proceedings 
shall take precedence over all other business of the court or of any of the judges and shall be 
heard and determined as soon as p�ible. The contest shall be heard and determined without a 
jury, on the testimony thus taken and a,ea- on any other legal testimony that may be adduced 
by any party. In judging el sueli eleetiee eF FeRtf& the contest , the court shall proceed on the 
merits thereof and decide the same according to the Constitution and statutes of the 
Commonwealth. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 2U 244 24.2-811 . Costs and i$uance of certificate of election.-When the contest is
decided, costs shall be taxed against the candidate filing sue& the complaint if he stt&H- ee is

unsuccessful, aee- or, if he is succ�ful, tee& tile easts sllall he taee- against the eeuBty eF eity 
e1= counties m: and cities included in the area in which saeA- the election was held. A certificate 
of election shall be granted to the successful party, unless he sllall li&Ye has already received 
one. 

Dr_afting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 245 24.2-812 . Proceedin� when court decides no valid election has been held.-If the
court saaD he &f tile epiaien decides that there has been no valid election of any person, tee 
13feeeedi&gs seall he in eeefeFmity WHh § 24.1 76 it shall declare the election void and the 
vacancy shall be filled in conformity with §§ 24.2-226 and 24.2-227. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 246 24.2-813 . Proceedin� in contest for nominee.-In deciding any contest of a
primary election, if the court can determine the candidate who has received a plurality of valid 
votes in the primary, it shall certify the name of sue& that candidate to the State Board and the 
proper electoral board or boards ane suell- . The candidate so certified shall be the party 
nominee and his name shall be printed on the official ballot t& he ased- i& for the election for 
which the primary was held. The name of no other person who was a candidate for the 
contested office in the primary shall be printed on the official ballots as a candidate for that 
office. 

If ; in saek- ease; the court be is unable to determine which primary candidate received a 
plurality of valid votes ; or , if the court EletenBiae decides that there has been no valid 
election, the party nominee shall be determined in accordance with the provisions of § 24.1197 
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e# the Geae 24.2-539 . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance except to require notice to the State Board of 
Elections of the contest winner. 

§ 24.1 241.1 24.2-814 . Contest following recount-A candidate fM aemiRaeee eF in a primaiy
or an election to office, who was originally declared a winner and subsequently loses as the 
result of a recount, may file either (i) notice of his intent to contest the result in accordance 
with § 24.1 236.l 24.2-803 or § 2H.1 237 24�2-804 or (ii) a written complaint pursuant to § 24.l 238 
24.2-805 or § 24.1 239 24.2-806. Such notice or complaint shall be filed within ten days following 
the date of the entry of the order of the recount court pursuant to § 24.1 259 <; subsection C of 
§ 24.2-802.

In the case of a contest pursuant to § 24.2-803 or § 24.2-804, the times for filing the answer,
petition, and reply and for taking depositions and affidavits shall be set by the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections of the appropriate house. The Committee may consider the contestant's 
and contestee's recommendations for the procedural schedule. 

Drafting Note: The final paragraph is added to eliminate a problem under present law which 
spells out the timetable for contests heard in the General Assembly. That timetable requires the 
taking of depositions and filings based on the date of the election being contested. Those 
deadlines can precede the conclusion of a recount and are impractical when a contest follows a 
recount. The new final paragraph provides that the Committee on Privileges and Elections will 
set the procedural schedule. This provision parallels the proposed provision for contests to 
elections held while the General Assembly is in session, another situation in which the usual 
schedule needs modification. See subsection F of proposed § 24.2-803. 

CHAPTER 9. 

�M�WNn™NcrD�a��EACT. 

Chapter Drafting Note: The existing Fair Elections Practices Act is misnamed since it 
addresses only finance disclosure and not the full range of campaign practices and conduct. 
Proposed Chapter 9's title accurately reflects the subject of the chapter. 

Proposed Chapter 9 arranges the existing Code provisions relating to campaign finance into 
five separate articles in order to make the provisions more understandable to those who must 
comply with the campaign finance regulations. In this regard, a new definitions section iS 
included in Article I so that the remainder of the chapter can be simplified and shortened. The 
definitions largely are taken from provisions scattered throughout the existing Fair Elections 
Practices Act. 

Proposed Article 2 includes the procedures which political candidates must follow to receive 
contributions and make expenditures and to maintain records for the purpose of meeting 
campaign finance disclosure report requirements. Proposed Article 3 in tum contains the 
provisions specifying the conditions under which political committees, including party committees, 
and other individual or corporate persons must comply with campaign finance disclosure 
requirements. Both proposed articles . rearrange existing provisions for simplicity and clarification 
but do not make substantive changes in existing requirements. 

The contents of, and filing schedules for, disclosure reports are collected in proposed Article 
4. Also included are the provisions f�r closing accounts and the disposition of excess funds. The
proposed article simplifies the statement of these requirements without substantively changing the
existing reporting "format or schedule. Proposed Article 5 continues the existing penalties for
violations of campaign disclosure requirements, clarifying that the civil penalties for late or
incomplete filin� for statewide campaigns are in addition to the general civil or criminal
penalties which apply to all elections.

Article 1. 

General Provisions. 

§ 24.l 2§1 24.2-900 . Elections to which chapter applicable; chapter exclusive.-The provisions
of this chapter shall apply to all elections, including referenda, and to nominating conventions, 
mass meetings, and other methods to nominate a political party candidate for public office, lteffl 
wit&iB- the Cemmeawealta except aBY eleeeea elections for (i) members of the United States 
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Congress, 9f � eleeties fe!: � (ii) town office in a town with a population of less than 
25,000, 9f 88¥ eleeeen fe!: (iii) directors of soil and water conservation districts , or (iv) 
political party committees. Every candidate for the United States Congress shall file with the 
State Board e# Eleetiees certified copies of all reports of campaign contributions and 
expenditures required by the laws of the United States. Eleetiees te wMel1 tBis ellapter is 
applieahle sllaD R8f ee subjeet te luftaer ,eguleaea ey leeel law, 8B6- Yiis This chapter shall 
constitute the exclusive and entire leif eleeaen pr-eetiees campaign finance disclosure law of the 
Commonwealth , and elections to which the chapter applies shall not be subject to further 
regulation by local law . 

Dratting Note: The existing Fair Elections Practices Act is misnamed since it addresses only 
finance disclosure and not the full range of campaign practices and conduct. Proposed Chapter 
9's title accurately reflects the subject of the chapter. The Attorney General has opined that 
local fair elections codes were not permi$ible under the existing language which made the state 
law the exclusive and entire fair elections practices law of the Commonwealth. In changing the 
nomenclature in the last sentence, it is possible that the door will be opened for local 
governments to adopt local codes addressing fair elections practices beyond campaign finance. 
The first sentence is amended to call attention to the fact that some campaign finance disclosure 
requirements apply not just to nominations and elections for office but to referendum elections 
as well. See subsection C of existing § 24.1-255, for example. 

§ 24.2-901. Definitions.-As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different
meaning: 

"campaign committee" means the committee designated by a candidate to receive all 
contributions and make all expenditures tor him or on his behalf in connection with his 
no:mination or election. 

"Contribution,
, 

means money and services of any amount, and any other thing of value over 
$100, given, advanced, promised, loaned, or in any other way provided to a candidate, campaign 
committee, political committee, inaugural committee, or person for the purpose of influencing the 
outcome of an election or defraying the costs of the inauguration of a Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, or Attorney General. "Contribution" includes money, services, or things of value in 
any way provided by a candidate to his own campaign. 

''Expenditure" means money and services of any amount, and any other thing of value over 
$100, paid, promised, loaned, provided, or in any other way disbursed by any candidate, 
campaign committee, political committee, inaugural committee, or person tor the purpose of 
influencing the outcome of an election or defraying the costs of the inauguration of a Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General. 

''Inaugural committee" means any committee which anticipates receiving contributions or 
making expenditures, from other than publicly appropriated funds, for the inauguration of the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General and related activities. 

"Independent expenditure" means an expenditure made by any person or political committee 
which is not made to, controlled by, coordinated with, or made upon consultation with a 
candidate, his campaign committee, or an agent of the candidate or his campaign committee. 

11Person" means any individual or corporation, partnership, business, labor organization, 
membership organization, association, cooperative, or other like entity. 

"Political action committee" means any organimtion, other than a campaign committee or 
political party committee, established or maintained in whole or in part to receive and expend 
contributions tor political purposes. 

"Political committee" means any state political party committee, political action committee, 
or otlier committee or group of persons which receives contributions or makes expenditures for 
the purpose of influencing the outcome of any election. The term shall not include: a campaign 
committee; a district, county, or city political party committee; or an organized political party 
group of elected officials. 

Drafting Note: A definitions section is added so that the remaining sections of the chapter 
can be simplified and shortened. The definitions largely are taken from provisions scattered 
throughout the existing Fair Elections Practices Act. The term "committee" as used in the 
existing Act has been broken into definitions of "political committee" and "person" in order to 
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clearly alert both individuals and corporations, businesses, labor organizations, and like entities 
that their campaign finance activities are subject to disclosure. 

§ 24.2-902. Services and things of value.-In determining the value of services or things of 
value for the reporting purposes of this chapter, a reasonable value shall be designated therefor 
and the basis for arriving at such designated value shall be stated in all reports. Services shall 
not be deemed to include personal services voluntarily rendered for which no compensation is 
asked or given. 

Drafting Note: These terms are used repeatedly in the existing Fair Elections Practices Act 
but the provisions of proposed § 24.2-902 are now found only in existing § 24.1-255. Proposed 
§ 24.2-902 places this information in the general provisions article immediately following the
definitions section which uses the terms in defining "contribution" and "expenditure."

§ 24.1 262 24.2-903 . Summary of election laws; forms.-The State Board ef Eleetiens shall
summarize the provisions of the election laws relating to campaign contributions and 
expenditures and provide for distribution of this summary and prescribed forms to all eaaEliEletes 
lei= eemiaaaea � ei: eleetiee t& e.ffiEe at t&e time suell- eaadidates Hie eitBef 1n1FSUae.t t& 
§ 24.1 263 ei: feF aemieaaea ei: eleeaen each candidate, person, or committee on request or
upon their first filing With the State Board pursuant to this chapter, whichever occurs first . The
Board shall designate the form of the report of e:Jij)e&dian:es aBEl contributions and expenditures
which shall be the only such form used in complying with the provisions of this chapter. The
Board shall aiso prescribe a separate form for the required reporting of certain large
e�eadimres aBEI contributions required t& ae repen:ed separately and expenditures pursuant to §
,- 24.1 25'U ane 24.1 2fi7.3 24.2-919 .

Drafting Note: A provision is added requiring the State Board to provide the disclosure law 
summary and forms to entities when they request or first file with the Board under the chapter. 
The summary now prepared by the Board contains the instructions and it is desirable that all 
such entities be on notice of the requirements. candidates who do not file with the State Board 
often request and are sent information by the Board. Local registrars provide reporting forms to 
the candidates who file locally. 

Article 2. 

candidates and Campaign Committees. 

§ 24.1 263 24.2-904 • Appointment of campaign treasurer an& ; designation of campaign
committee and depository .- � A. Upon er &elere tBe aeeeptaaee el accepting any 
contribution ei: t:lie eKpeeE1ia1re ef. any moos for his candidacy ei: upea- er eefere (tllalilyiag as a 
eeaElidate, wllielleWdF fifst eeeHB , each candidate for nomination feF;- or election ta; � &ffiee 
ift tile CemmeaweaHli shall appoint 8ftly eBe a single campaign treasurer and may designate not 
more than one campaign committee to receive all contributions and t& make all expenditures for 
him or on his behalf &I tile eaediElate in connection with his nomination or election and to file 
the reports required by this chapter. At the same time he shall designate a campaign depository 
in a financial institution within the Commonwealth. He shall provide, on a form prescribed by 
the State Board ef Elediens , the name and addr� of the campaign treasurer , the name of 
the financial institution and account number for his campaign depositozy, and, if one, the name 
of the campaign committee. 

He shall file sueli- the form tit with the (i) electoral board of the county or city in which he 
resides if he is a candidate for local office, (ii) wit& tile electoral board of the county or city in 
which he resides and wit& the State Board el Eleetiees if he is a candidate for a eeasatatieaal 
effiee sllaretl ey twe ei: mere eeunties aRfi eities ei: the General Assembly, or (iii) witft t&e State 
Board if he is a candidate for statewide office. Every treasurer so appointed shall accept suell
the appointment in writing on sueB- the form, prior to the filing thereof. -AiwJ- eaBdiElate wae i&ils 
te se af)peiBt aae � tlie af)t)eietmeat ef a treasurer saaU he deemed t& 11:aYe apf)einted 
llimself treasurer, aoo shall eemply as suee- wit& tBe pr01Jisiees el t&is enapter. No individual 
shall act as treasurer unless the required statement of appointment shall have been filed. No 
individual shall be appointed or act as treasurer in any election who is not a qualified voter of 
tlie Commonwealth f bewever, the . The same person may serve as campaign treasurer for more 
than one candidate. 

B. In the event of the death, resignation, removal, or change of the treasurer, the candidate
shall designate a successor and file the name and address of � the successor within ten days 
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of the change with the State Board, local electoral board WBeFe 11:e resides , or with both Q:e 
eleetei:al ewe- where 11:e resides anti the StfHe Beaffl; er WHll- Q:e State Beam &&Jy , as 
a:pprepriete provided in subsection A 

c. Any candidate who fails to appoint and report the appointment of a treasurer or successor
treasurer shall be · deemed to have appointed himself treasurer and shall comply as such with 
the provisions of this chapter . 

-fet tllreegll � [Repealed.] 

Drafting Note: The requirements for a candidate to appoint a campaign treasurer and 
designate a campaign depository are made contingent on the acceptance of a contribution. The 
opening of an account requires funds to deposit and so the report is required when a 
contribution is accepted and the account can be opened. This provision is derived from 
§ 24.1-254. The requirements that shared constitutional office candidates file at the state level is
deleted to conform to the pattern for other filin� for such candidates and for constitutional
office and local candidates· generally. Other changes are stylistic only.

§ 24.1 264 24.2-905 . campaign depositories; petty cash fund.- &ell eandie.ate sliall
desigaate, e& tile letm Fe(iuired � § 2 4.1 263, a eampaige de:pesitery ill a fisaneial instiEUtien 
wit&ift t&e Cemmenwealtll anEI alJ. . All funds and monetary contributions received by the 
candidate or his campaign committee, as . soon as practicable after receipt thereof, shall be 
deposited by the treasurer in the designated campaign depository in an account properly 
identifying the name of and the existence of the political candidacy. No candidate, campaign 
treasurer , or other individual shall pay any expense on behalf of a candidate, directly or 
indirectly, except by check from such designated depository; pFerlided however, *8at a treasurer 
�Y establish a petty cash fund to be utilized for the purpose of making expenditures of less 
than twenty-five dollars ; if complete records of such expenditures are maintained as required 
by this chapter. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The first stricken provision is incorporated in 
§ 24.2-904.

§ 24.1268 24.2-906 . Books and records of candidate or his treasurer.-Every candidate or
his treasurer shall keep detailed , lull and accurate accounts of all contributions ; meaey, 
sePliees eF ·;aluable tmegs eYef= $WQ iB � reeei11ed, JJFemised, leaBe& er heffewed, er 
F-epeFted, aae- el au speadimFes, dislnlfsements aatl premises el paymeat eF disbuFSements el 
meaey er YeluabJe t&iBgs eYeE $+99 iR ¥Blue made ltf turned over to and expenditures made by 
the candidate or his treasurer on behalf of the candidate or his campaign committee, or 
reported to any candidate or Bf suen- his treasurer pursuant to § 24.2-907 . Such statemeat ane
account shall set forth the sam er valuahle tlliBg � � iB \16lue se reeeiYed, er dishuFSed, 
et= JJff>mised, leane& et= eeFFewed, er repeftea, as tile ease may he; a&& tile Elate wllen, tile 
B&tBe &Be address ef. tile pefS9ft kem wllem reeeFled, pff>mised, leaBeEl &F heffewed, eF 
repeFted, er le wllem ,aid- et= :premised, as tBe ease mey he; aati the eejeet aae 1nu=peses i9F 
WBiell tile meaey, eF et:lle!= r.raluahle tMeg; was reeei¥eEI, er disharsed, eF JJt=eRHSed, as tile ease 
may ee date of the contribution or expenditure, its amount or value, the name and address of 
the person or committee making the contribution or to whom the expenditure was made, and 
the object or purpose of the contribution or expenditure . Such books and records may be 
destroyed or discarded at any time after (i) one year from the date of filing the final report 
required by § 24.l 267.2 24.2-920 or (ii) three years after the December 31 immediately following 
the election, whichever last occurs, unless a court of competent jurisdiction shall order their 
retention for a longer period. 

Dratting Note: No change in substance. Under existing provisions, carried forward in 
proposed §§ 24.2-904 and 24.2-907, all contributions and expenditures go through the treasurer. If 
no treasurer is appointed, the candidate is deemed to be the treasurer under existing § 24.1-253 
and proposed § 24.2-904. 

§ .2U .255 24.2-907 . Meaey, ete:; Contributions and expenditures to be paid or reported to
treasurer t eaaes el eemmittees; repert ef. t)ersees reeehqng eF dislnusing meaeys, ete .-A. All 
meaeys, sePAees, er etheF tMag.s el ¥alue eYeF $100; eelleeted, contributions and expenditures 
received or dishafSed made by er en eeltalf el any candidate , or received or made on his 
behalf or in relation to his candidacy � � � by any individual or entity , except 
independent expenditures, shall be paid over or delivered to the candidate's treasurer or shall be 
reported to sue& eanElidate's the treasurer in such detail and form as to allow � treasurer him 
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to comply fully with this chapter. An independent expenditure shall be reported pursuant to § 
24.1 257.l 24.2-910 in lieu of being reported to the candidate's treasurer tteFeaBder . AD 
iadepeadeat eJEf)eRditaFe meaas a& eJff)eBditure made ey aayeae, iaeladiag aay eemmittee as 
defieed iB § 2 4.1 2fi 4.1, wmea is oot made t&; eeatFelled ay; eeerdiaated with, er made lij)6B 
eeBS1:1ltatiea wit& a eaaEliaate, Bis eampaiga eemmittee, 6f aa agent el the eaEl.idate � Bis 
eempaige eemmittee. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any candidate, or aByeae, iaeladiag aay eemmittee as defiaee iB
§ 24.1 254.1, eelleetiag, reeeMag, Elishursiag 6f eJff)eadie:g meaey, ser\tiees, � elBef tBiBgs el
Yall:le � � any individual or entity receiving contributions or making expenditures on a
candidate's behalf or in relation to his candidacy, to fail to report every saeli- eelleetiea, reeeipt,
disharseme&t er contribution and expenditure as required � in subsection A and in this
chapter. 

EJEeept as pre11ided iB the preeediag par-agmpe. aBe iB § 24.1 267.3, aay eisoiet, eooaty 9f 
� pelitieal paff¥ eemmittee se.all ee exempt ff0IR the re(fuiremeats &I te.is ellapter, mK 
eeatril11:1tiens maae DY aay saea pelitieal paFty eemmittee te any eaadidate, &is eampaiga 
eemmittee, er eemmittee as defiaed iB § 24.l 254.1, 58:aH � ret,eFted iB aeeerdeaee with the 
pre·1isieBS &I t&is eliapter ey tile reeipieat el the eeatrihutiea. 

&. -Ally, eemmittee, as defined iB § 2 4.1 25 4.1, -fi:t wlliell eJEpeaes any fHBds ill ereess &I $900 
#f)f a statevi.riEle eleetiea er $1-00 feF any eee ate.er eleetiea fM tile J31if'Jl9Se el iaffueaeiag the 
euteeme &I aay eleetiea, &f 00 wMell pablishes 6f ereaeeasts t& tlte f*HHie any material 
refemag t& a eaeEliElate {-by BatBe; Eleseril)tiea, M etBer refereaee) ad,.teeafiag tile eleetiee &f 
defeat &I suell eaBdidate, setting feRll. tile eaaeieate's 1:1esitiea ea any paelie issue; Ms 'r6tiBg 
reeenl, 6f ether effieial aets eF etllerwise elesigaed te iaflaeeee iaEIMduals t& east tlleH= ¥ates fef 
M agaiast suell eaadidate M t& witab.ele � Yates mmt sue& eaadidate, M fer the pur,ese el 
premetiag er eppesiag a relereadum, prepesitiea, eeastitutieaal ameadmeat, M etb.ef: queseea 
submitted t& tile vetefS; SBall maietaia reeerEls aaEl � all � reeeipts aae- disln1rsemeats &I 

. meaeys, seFViees, er etb.ef: tMags &I llalue eYef $-l-00 f)ui=suaat te -Ytis ella:pter. 

B. I& tb.e ease el serviees er thiBgs el value; a reaseaable wiue sllall ee desigaated tllerefer
aae the hasis #er affi"liag at sueli- designated -valile shall ee statee: 

Sen'-iees sllaH Bet ee deemeEI t& iaelude pei:seaal seFJiees ••1elaatarily reedereEI fef wMell ae 
eempef158tiea is aslEeEl er gi¥eft; 

Drafting Note: The changes in subsections A and B are stylistic and clarifying. The stricken 
language in subsections A and B, and all of subsections C and D, have been incorporated in 
proposed §§ 24.2-901, 24.2-902, 24.2:�10, and 24.2-911.

The term "by any individual or entity" is used instead of "from every source" to emphasize 
the duty under existing law of anyone collecting or disbursing funds, including any political party 
committee, to provide the candidate's treasurer with the information needed to make a complete 
report of financing activity on behalf of a candidate. While district and local party committees 
need not report nondesignated contributions received by the committee, they are required to 
report expenditures for the candidate's campaign to his treasurer. Any party committee under 
existing law also must report any contribution earmarked or designated for a specific candidate 
to the State Board. 

Article 3. 

Persons and Committees Other Than campaign Committees. 

§ 24.1 354.l 24.2-908 . Statement of organization.- W +ae teffR "eemmittee" as used lierei&
sltaH iaelude eaell persee, asseeiatiea, eFgaeistiea, greup el iedirlidual5, &B¥ state pelitieal ttaffY; 
pelitieal aetieR eemmittee, &f etb.a: eemmittee wmell- aatieiJ)ates reeei1.R&g eeatrihutieBS er 
mak4ag expenditures eaRRg tlie ealeedar � iB aa aggregate ameuat exeeeEliag $1-00-; IMlt seall 
Bet ieelude a eaadidate's eampaiga eemmittee * a distriet, eeuaty, � eity J)elitieal � 
eemmittee er &ft ergaaized palitical � greap &I eleeted effieials. Each person and political
committee which anticipates receiving contributions or making expenditures in excess of $100 
shall file with the State Board el. EleetieBS a statement of organization (i) within ten days after 
its· organization or, if later, within ten days after the date on which it has information which 
causes the person or committee to anticipate it will receive contributions or make expenditures 
in excess of $100 or on which it otherwise becomes subject to the provisions of this seetiea i 
chapter, and (ii) annually thereafter by January 15. This requirement shall not apply to a 
person or committee whose only disbursement is in the form of a contribution and which itself 
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receives no contributions from which the disbursement is made. 

� The statement of organization shall include: 

f» 1. Tbe nam� and address of the person or committee; 

� 2. The names, addresses, and relationships of affiliated or connected organizations; 

� 3. The area, scope, or jurisdiction of the person or committee; 

tt,- 4. The name, residence and business addresses, and position of the custodian , if any, of 
books and accounts; 

fSt 5. The name, residence address, and position of other principal officers, including 
officers and members of the finance committee, if any; 

-f6t 6. The name, addre$, office sought, and party affiliation of � each eaeeiaate individual 
whom the person or committee is supporting or opposing , &Re � aey � ieeiv-ieual, H aey, 
wlKMft tae eemmittee is sapperueg * eppesieg for nomination � eleetien, or for election , to 
any public office whatever t or, if tae eammittee is supporting the entire ticket of any party, the 
name of the party; 

7. In the event the person or committee is promoting or opposing a referendum, the subject
of the referendum, the date and location of the election, and a statement whether the person or 
committee is promoting or opposing the referendum question; 

8. In the case of an inaugural fund committee, the name, address, and office to which
elected of the person on whose behalf the committee is organized; 

ft,- 9. A statement whether the person or committee is a continuing one; 

f8t- 10. The disposition of residual funds which will be made in the event of dissolution; 

� 11. A listing of all banks, safety def)asit safe-deposit bbxes, or other repositories used; and 

� [Ref)ealeEI.] 

&It 12. Such other information as shall be required by the State Board &f Eleetieas . 

� Any change in information previously submitted in a statement of organization shall be 
reported to the seeFetary &f tae State Board &f Eleeti.eBS within a tea El&y � ten days 
following the change. 

� Any person or committee which, after having filed one or more statements of 
organization, disbands or determines it will no longer receive contributions or make expenditures 
during ·the calendar year in an aggregate amount exceeding $100 shall so notify the seei:etary ef 
tae State Board &f Eleetiaas . 

Drafting Note: The term "person or committee" is used throughout the proposed section to 
emphasize that not only political committees but individuals, corporations, unions and other 
persons must file statements of organimtion if they meet the requirements of the section. 
Language is added in the first paragraph to clarify that an individual, corporation, or other 
entity whose only action is to make a contribution out of personal or corporate funds is not 
required to file a statement of organiz.ation. Only upon (i) receiving contributions and then 
making political contributions from collected funds or (ii) by making independent expenditures 
from funds from any source is a person or committee required to file a statement of 
organization. New subdivisions 7 and 8 recognize that referenda also are subject to disclosure 
requirements and that inaugural committees should file a statement of organiz.ation. The stricken 
language in the first paragraph is a definition found in proposed § 24.2-901. 

§ 2 4.1 26 4.2 24.2-909 . Palitieal Establishment of political action committees by certain entities
. -A: DefieitieB. - A pelitieal aetieft eemmittee is � eFgaaimtiee, etl!ef tBaB- a eafftf)aiga 
eemmittee * JJ0litieal � eemmiitee, estaelisaed * maiataiaea t& reeeive aoo eKpeea 
eeatrieutiens fef fJ0litieal puff)eses, aee suejeet t& tBe JJFa·.r-isieBS &f §§ 24.1 254.l aB& 34.1 355. 

& Estaelishmeet. - Any stock or nonstock corporation, labor organiz.ation, membership 
organization, 0f cooperative , or other group of persons may establish and administer for 

151 



political purposes, and solicit and expend contributions for, a political action committee, provided 
that: 

l .  No political action committee shall make a contribution or expenditure by utilizing money 
or anything of value secured by physical force, job discrimination, financial reprisal, e1= threat of 
force, or as a condition of employment. 

2. Any person soliciting a contribution to suell- a political action committee shall, at the time
of SHeh- solicitation, inform the person being solicited of (i) his right to refuse to contribute 
without any reprisal ; and (ii) the political purposes of saeh �elitieal aetieft the committee. 

Drafting Note: The stricken definition of political action committee is placed in the proposed 
definitions section (§ 24.2-901). 

§ 24.2-910. Persons and political committees required to file disclosure reports.-A. Any
person or political committee required to file a statement of organization by § 24.2-908 shall be 
required to maintain records and file disclosure reports as provided in Article 4. 

B. Any person or political committee making independent expenditures shall maintain records
and report pursuant to Article 4 all contributions received and expenditures made of: 

1. Any funds, in the aggregate, in excess of $500 for a statewide election or $100 for any
other election expended for the purpose of influencing the outcome of any election; 

2. Any funds in any amount expended to publish or broadcast to the public any material
referring to a candidate by name, description, or other reference and (i) advocating his election 
or defeat, (ii) setting forth his position on any public issue, voting record, or other official acts, 
or (iii) otherwise designed to influence individuals to cast their votes for or against him or to 
withhold their votes from him; and 

3. Any funds in any amount expended to publish or broadcast to the public any material
promoting or opposing a question submitted to the voters in a referendum. 

Drafting Note: Proposed subsection A states explicitly the existing requirements. that persons 
and political committees file disclosure reports. Proposed subsection B is taken from subsection 
C of existing § 24.1-255. The provisions are arranged for greater clarity but the requirements are 
not changed substantively. 

§ 24.2-911. Certain political party committees exempt.-Except as provided in §§ 24.2-907 and
24.2-912, any district, county, or city party committee and any organized political party group of 
elected officials shall be exempt from the reporting requirements of this chapter. Contributions 
made by such committee or group to any candidate, his campaign committee, or a political 
committee shall be reported by the recipient of the contribution in accordance with the 
provisions of this chapter. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-911 is taken from subsection B of § 24.1-255 without 
substantive change. As under existing law, the listed party committees and groups are required 
to report to the State Board only. (i) expenditures made on behalf of a candidate to his 
treasurer and (ii) contributions given to the party and designated for a candidate. 

§ 24.1 257.3 24.2-912 . Repert &I. eertain eentrisaeeRS feeeir1eE1 ey- Political party committees
required to report_ designated contributions .- A. Every ,euaeal PaffY eem.mittee, wmea sllall 
ineluee any state, district, county M , and city party committee M and eve.ry organized political 
party group of elected officials , shall se reEJaif=ed te file a report of contributions ieeludieg 
meaey, seJViees &F � tlHBgS el ¥akfe e¥er � received by it and designated in writing eF- , 
orally , or otherwise by the contributor for the election of a specified candidate or candidates . 
The fami &I fDe report � shall (i) be on a form prescribed by the State Board el EleetieBS 
and may be incorporated in the report of contributions and expenditures prescribed in § 2 U 258 
24.2-914 • (ii) shall- provide for the reporting of the receipt and disbursement of designated 
contributions, including information to identify the contributor, as provided in § lU 268 24.2-914 
, ·affEl (iii) shall- include the name of the candidate for whose election the contributor has 
designated the contribution -= Saeli Fei:,erts , and (iv) saaH- be filed with the State Board &f 
Eleetiens in accordance with § 24.l 257.1 24.2-923 . 

B. Either the failure to file any report or the late filing of any report required by this
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section shall constitute a violation of this chapter subject to the penalties provided in § 24.2-929. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The phrase "or otherwise" is added to ensure any 
form of designation is covered. The phrase "or candidates" is added at the end of the first 
sentence to cover .contributions designated in support of more than one candidate or for a slate 
of candidates. The statement regarding penalties for violation is the same as in proposed 
§ 24.2-927 and is included here to ensure proper notice to the parties.

§ :au 3164.3 24.2-913 . Iaaaguf8tiea Inaugural fund committees i seb.edule e, repeft5 el
eentrmutiens &&& expeadUares te ee � aeess tunes .- A: :i:ae term "eemm.ittee" as def.iRed 
in § 24.1 264.1 aae used ifl this ellapter iaelades any persea, asseeieeen, eFg&Bimtiea, gFeu, el 
iadividaels, 9f � eemmittee WBieb: aetieipates reeei·Jiag eentritn1tieas 9f maldag e-,eaditllres, 
lfem � tlla& pebliely apprepfiated luBds; Im: tlle iaa1:1g1:1i:atiea el ae Ger;effter, l:.ie11teaaet 
Gevemer, ef l.rttemey Geeeral aae related aetiTJiees. IB8tiguf8l ltiBds slleD � 1B&ietaieed Any 
inaugural fund committee shall maintain all inaugural funds in a separate account and in such 
detail and form as to allow full compliance with this chapter. A candidate's campaign committee 
shall not serve as an inaugural fund committee. All filing and reporting requirements imposed by 
this chapter shall apply to inaugural fund committees except as medified ey tllis � 
specifically provided otherwise . 

& I& lieti- el tee Fepemag sell.edule impesee � § 24.1 267.1, ae i&a\lguFal fuae eemmiftee 
sllall file tlle t=e:,ert el eeameutieBS aae e:JiPe&Eliklres as pFeseriheEl i& § 24.l 258 ifl aeeer-daeee 
wifB. tee fellewieg se.l!edale: net later tllaa M8feft � i:mmedietely fellewiag t:.l!e iea1:1gu.f8tiea fM 
all eeemtn1tiens 8Bd e-,eedifares m&Ele priet: t& tee preeediag MaFell: It net tatff tlt8B July -li 
el tee iaaugufftiee ye&E eemplete tllrellgB .Juae 39;, Bet latef tBa& Y1e fellewiag Jaa11ary ,1,i 
eemplete t&Fe1:1gll Beeember 3lt an& aaaually tb.ereelter 1:latil a li&al t=epert is filea: � fiaal 
Fe,ert sllaH set fer:t& -Et7 aH reeeipt:S aee dish11PSemeets aet preYieusl37 r,epeFted, � ea 
aeee11:etiag el tae reer.ement el all aeets; aed- � tlle Elispesitiea el all FeSidaal l1:lads:- � fiB8I 
t=e:,ert saaD ieelade a teABiaatiea statemeet, sigBee � an effieeP el tlle eemmittee, tttat aa 
repeftieg is eem,lete aae fiB&l. 

G: IE sllaH IJe ualawfl:11 fer any pefS8& te dispefSe asy lti&ds et: Feeeipts el &ft iaa11gu.f8l flt&e 
eemmittee, wMeft are in ereess ef tile ameaat aeeessary t& eelF8f �eaditures f&f iaaag11f8l 
aeti".iiees, etlie: taa& ey ene er any eemei&aliea ef tlle fellewiag: � traasfeffiag tlle � t& a 
eampaige eemmittee f&F tile iaaaguF&ted effieial ifl a sahsequeet eleetiee; 00 retumiag tile 
geess te a eeetAbuter ift aa ameHat Bet te 9eeed the eeatributer's efigieel eeetrieutiea; � 
Eleaatiag tlle eeess t& any ergaeimtiee Eleserieed i& §--l+9 � el tlle leteFBal ReTJeeue (;ede; 
� eeMrieueag tlle eeess i& ene er JBeFe eaadiElates 9f t& aay eemmittee wMell llas filed. a 
statemeat el ergaaizeeea parsaaet t& § 34.1 2&4.1; M eeMrieueag tee eeess t& any pelitieal 
paEty eemmittee; aae 00 de�eg any erElieary, aeereimhurseEI eJEpease el tlle iaaugu.rated 
effieial related t& Bis eleetive effiee.. 

Drafting Note: The stricken language is moved to proposed § 24.2-901 (definitions) and to 
proposed §§ 24.2·924 and 24.2-925. 

Article 4. 

Disclosure Reports. 

§ 21.1 2!fi8 24.2-914 . � ef. Information to be included on report of contributions and
expenditures.- A. The report required by this chapter t& ee file& s!1.�ll be filed on a form 
prescribed by the State Board and shall include all contributions and expenditures , e.eept the 
payment el a ltiiBg fee paid ey a eaedidate 9f IHs tFeasaFeF, and slltHl set f&ftk. tae fellewiag: 
All completed forms shall be submitted in typed, printed, or band printed format. Persons 
submitting the forms shall do so subject to felony penalties for making false statements pursuant 
to § 24.2-1016. 

� Reeeipts B. The report of receipts shall include tee :

1. The total number of contributors woo haYe , each of whom has contributed ; iB the an
aggregate ; of $100 or les.s eaeli- as of the date of the report, and the total amount of 
contributions from all such contributors -: ; 

2. For each contributor ; who has contributed , iB the an aggregate , of more than $100 as
of the date of the report, gwe the name of the contributor, listed alphabetically, the address of 
the contributor, the amount of the contribution included in the schedule of receipts, the 
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aggregate amount of contributions from the contributor to date, and the date of the last 
contribution; and � 

3. For each contributor , who has contributed , i& ae an aggregate • of more than $250 ; as
of the date of the report saall-; ifl aEIElitiea te tne aheve meneened iafermatiea, gwe , the 
information required in subdivision 2 and in addition the occupation and principal place of 
business of the contributor. 

+ee repeff shall iaeh:1de eaeh- leaR;- tee name aRtl aadFess el tee peES&& making tee le&ft 
ane tile flaie tile le9ft was maae-: =i:ae selleElale fer a eaadiElate sllall list sepaFately t-hese 
reeeipts repenee te tee eaadiaate 6f Ms treasurer � � eemmittee, as Eleaaed i& i a 4.1 36 u,
aft& f)eliseal party eemmittees f)\lfStia&t te § au 266 setting felQ i& eaek- iBStaaee tile seuree el 
tile iafeF1Ba-aea reperted. 

� Di5auFSemeat:s C. The report of disbursements shall include all expenditures and give : 

the 1. The name and address of the person paid , a ; 

2. A brief description of the purpose of the expenditure ; ae- ;

3. The name of the person contracting for or arranging sue& the expenditure ; tile ;

4. The amount of expeeElitures the expenditure; and tile

5. The date of saell eKi)e&Elitlires the expenditure .

!Jlie sekeElule D. Each report. for a candidate shall list separately those receipts and 
expenditures reported to the candidate or his treasurer by any person, political committee, or 
political party committee , as ae#iaea i& § l4.l �54.l, aae peliaeal ,aAY eemmittees pursuant to 
§ 34.l 365 seftiBg 24.2-907 and shall set forth in each instance the source of the information
reported.

All eeRlpletetf #eRfiS seaa ee seemitteEI iB BaBtl prieted, � M prieted fermat. 

E. The report shall list separately all loans and, for each loan, shall give:

1. The date the Joan was made;

2. The name and address of the person making the loan and any person who is a

co-borrower, guarantor, or endorser of the loan; 

3. The amount of the Joan;

4. The date and amount of any repayment of the Joan; and

5. For any Joan or part of a Ioaa which is forgiven by the lender, the amount forgiven listed
as both a contribution and loan repayment. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.1-258 is rearranged for clarity but no substantive changes are 
made. Present law provisions requiring the forms to be filed "under oath" are revised, and the 
reports are made subject to comparable "false statement" sanctions set out in § 24.2-1016. The 
present reporting requirements for Joans are stated to reflect current report requirements. 

§ 24.2-915. Wi� whom candidates to file reports; responsibility for reporting.-Reports shall
be filed by candidates for nomination or election (i) for statewide office, with the State Board, 
(ii) for the General Assembly, with the State Board and with the electoral board of the locality 
where the candidate resides, except as otherwise provided in § 24.2-919, and (iii) for any other 
office, with the electoral board of the locality in which the candidate resides. 

It is the joint responsibility of the candidate and his treasurer that the report of a candidate 
be filed and that the report be in full and accurate detail. Any report to be filed with the State 
Board may be mailed. If mailed, . the report must be postmarked not later than the deadline for 
filing, except as provided in § 24.2-919 for certain large pre-election contributions received within 
seventy-two hours of election day. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-915 is based on subsection C, D, and G of existing 
§ 24.1-257.2. The first sentence of the second paragraph is slightly reworded to make clear that

154 



the candidate and his treasurer are individuaily and jointly responsible for ensuring that

required reports are filed and that the reports are full and accurate, even if only one of them 
signs and submits the reports. The requirement that shared constitutional office candidates file at 
the state level is deleted to conform to the pattern for other filings by such candidates and for 
constitutional office and local office candidates generally. See, also, § 24.2-904. No other 
substantive changes· are made. 

§ 2U 267.2 24.2-916 . � el eeam.eatiens a&& eJEpeaditu.Fes te he Hledt penalties Filing
schedule tor candidates for office generally . /.r. � h¥ eemmi�es. Tb.e i=epeR A candidate 
tor any office, other than as provided in § 24.2-917 for a local office to be filled at a May 
general election or in § 24.2-918 for certain special elections, shall file the prescribed reports of 
contributions and expenditures as f)reseFieed iB § l u 258 saaa ee fileEl � a eemmittee as 
ddiaed iB § au 261.1 WHli- � Siate BeeRI- el Eleetiens i& aeeeFdaaee Witll- § 24.1 267.1. 

& � · � eaadidates fer statewide effiee: • +be fepeFts el eeatrieutiess aBd e-,ead.itu.res 
es pFeSeFil:led in § iltl 268 sheH ee Blea BY a eaadidate feF aemi&atiea &f eleetiea t& tile eUiee 
el Ger1emer, Lieuteaaat Ge11emer &F i'' .. ttemey Geaef&l, WHll tae St:ate BeaFe as follows: 

1. .Begi&Ri&g For statewide . and General Assembly candidates only, beginning with the first
year in which any contribution is accepted or expenditure is made, annual reports of 
contributions received and expenditures made during the calendar year, not later than January 
15 of the following year; 

2. Not later than May 1 of the election year complete through April 25;

3. Not later than the eighth day before the primary date complete through the eleventh day
before the primary date; 

4. Not later than July 15 of the election year complete through July 10;

5. Not later than August 15 of the election year complete through August 10;

6. Not later than October 1 of the election year complete through September 25;

7. Not later than the eighth day before the election date complete through the eleventh day
before the election date; 

8. Not later than December 1 of the election year complete through November 25;

9. Not later than January 15 following the election date complete through December 31;

10. Not later than July 15 following the election date complete through June 30; and

11. Not later than the folloWing January 15 complete through December 31 and annually
thereafter until a final report is filed as ·provided in suhseetiee F § 24.2-920 . 

Any candidate shall also file the report of certain large pre-election contributions required by 
§ 24.2-919, if applicable.

& HliRgs ey eaaEliElates l&f etlleP effiees fillee at Nevemeer gesefftl eleetiess. - � reper-ts
el eeatf:ieutieBs a&e e-,eadiau=es as preseFihed iR § 2 U iUi8 sllall be filed. tit BY � eaadidate 
leF aemiaatiea &f eleetiee t& tile General .\ssemhly, &f t& a eeestUutieaal effiee saaree � twe

&f m&Fe eeueees aae eft:ies.;. witB- tae eleetePBl � e# tile leeality � Die eaadid&te Fesides 
ase tile State Beaf4 aH 00- &¥ ey eaediElate f&F leeel effiee t& be ffllee ey eleetiee at a 
r-egul&r Ner}ember eleetiea, WHll tee eleetenll eeafEl e# tile leeality wlleFe tae eanElidate resides. 
SUeB- ,=epef'ts Sb.all be filed as fellews: 

h .BegiBftiRg wit& tile fif5t yeaF iR wmell- 8Bf eeemhatieB is aeeepted &F e�eadit:aFe is 
made; 1:m:Hal Fepe:Fts &f eentribatieas reeeh•ed anti ex-pesaitllres maee duFiBg the ealeadaF ye&r; 
set latff than .Jaaua.y .1,i &f tile fellewiag year. +he previsieas e# � sa�divisiee are a,plieal:lle 
ta GeaeF&I 1\ssembly eaaeidetes � 

� � � fltaR May -1:- &f � eleetiea yeM eem.J)lete tllreugli Af}Fil � 

& Net � tBa& tile etgBt& day haefe the primaFY eate eemplete tareagli tae eleTJenth eay
eelefe '9e :Primary � 

+. Net � teaB July -1-& ef tae eleetiea )'ea:F eemplete th:reugh � � 
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5-: Net late!= thaa AtigHSl li &f the eleetiea YeaF eemplete tftrellgli AtigHSl l-&; 

6: Net latef flt8ft Oeteller -l- &f tile eleetiea YeaF eemplete tBFeagli Septemeer � 

:/-: Net late!= than the ei,glitll day eeleFe tBe eleeaea Elate eemplete tftreags the eler;eeYl eay 
&elere tBe eleetiee � 

&- Net latff tBaa Deeemeer -l- &f the eleeeea year eemplete tllreagli �i01
•
1emeer � 

9; Net latef than .January li feHewisg the eleetien Elate eemplete tllreagli Deeemeer � 

� Net latef than .Jaly le fellewing the eleetiee Elate eemplete tftF-eagb .June 39; aBti 

H-: Net later tBa& tile fellewing .January li eemplete tllreagll Deeemeer 31- aee- aaaaaUy 
tlt.ereeiter QR9I. a fiBal. re,eA: is filee as pre1Jieee m subseetiea � 

Q. FiliBgs � § 24.2-917. Filing schedule for candidates for offices filled at May general
elections.- � repe:Fts el eentribatieBS ase e*l)eadUures as preserillea m § au 2&8 Sliall ee
filed ey aay Any candidate for election to a local office to be filled ey eleet:ies at a May 
general election ; witll tBe eleeteral eeam &f the leeality waere tBe eanaiaate resides, shall file 
the prescribed reports of contributions and expenditures as follows: 

1. Net For municipal primary candidates only, not later than the eighth day before the
primary date complete through the eleventh day before the primary • =Ale prev�ieBS &f tllis 
paf&gfllpll are applieaale te nu1aieipal primary eandidates eBly ; 

2. Not later than the eighth day before the election date complete through the eleventh day
before the election date; 

3. Not later than June 15 of the election year complete through June 10;

4. Not later than July 15 of the election year complete through July 10; and

5. Not later than the following January 15 complete through December 31 and annually
thereafter until a final report is filed as provided in subseetiea J.: § 24.2-920 • 

Any candidate shall also file the report of certain large pr�lection contributions required by 
§ 24.2-919, if applicable.

§ 24.2-918. Filing requirements for special elections.-A. Candidates for nomination or
election to an office to be filled by a special election held on a regular election date shall file 
the prescribed reports of contributions and expenditures which apply to regularly scheduled 
elections for that office. 

B. In the case of a special election held on a date other than a regularly scheduled general
election, the candidate shall file as follows: 

1. A report not later than the eighth day before the special election date complete through
the eleventh day before that date; · · 

2. The reports required by§ 24.2-919;

3. A postelection report no later than the thirtieth day after the election and prior to taking
office; and 

4. A postelection annual report not later than January 15 each year until a final report is

filed as provided in § 24.2-920. 

& RliBg, respeetieg § 24.2-919. Special report required of certain large pre eleetien 
preelection contributions.-Any single contribution lmewiegly reeehced ef re�erted of more than 
$17000 for a statewide office and- or more than $500 for any other office, knowingly received or 
reported by the candidate ; or his treasurer ; on behalf of his candidacy between the eleventh 
day preceding any election in which the individual is a candidate and the election day , shall be 
reported in writing within seventy-two hours; however, any such contribution received within the 
seventy-two hours prior to the election day shall be reported and a report thereof received no 
later than the day prior to the election. All Statewide and General Assembly candidates shall file 
all reports required by this saeseetiea saaH be fileEl section with the State Board eBly; � 
� Fe�erts by aay . Any candidate for a constitutional or local office wh& files UR66 
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sullseetiea G ef B ealY shall file such reports with the electoral board of the locality where Ile 
the candidate resides • sllell ee Alee Wia suell- eleeieF&l N8ffl. � Any contribution reported 
pursuant to this subseeiiea section shall also be reported . on the first report required by this 
seeaea article after any election . 

. 

� § 24.2-920. Final report requirement; transfer of surplus � ·- - A. A final report shall be 
filed by every candidate which sets forth (i) all receipts and disbursements not previously 
reported, (ii) an accounting of the retirement of all debts, and (iii) the disposition of all Fesidual 
surplus funds. The final report shall indude a termination statement, signed by the candidate, 
that all reporting for the nomination or election is complete and final. Once a candidate's final 
report haS been filed, � pr&'.isieBS el sabseetieas B; G aae D .. set Ht suh9eqaeat filiBg 
deadliBes i. eaadidate reperts sllall beeeme iaapplieele te OlM eaadidale no further report
relating to that election shall be required • 

� Respeasillility i. Fepeffiag. • It is tlle i:espe�ility el &Ile eaadidate aae t!'=e851lR!F, 
jeilMly-; te file tlle FepeR &I a eaadidate aBtl tl1ey � file !Nell- Fepert ift Ml aR4 aeeumte 
det:aib AwJ- pepert te he Ale4 with the State Beefd may·· ee mailee ea& ii mailed must ee 
peskn&Flled net letff tHa- tile deadline te, liliag set f.eFtll. · i& &is seetiea MeetH as pr,er/4aed ill 
91:lltseetiea & · 

H: TFWler el SlifPIBS. - B. For the purpose of filing the reports required by this seetiea 
article , each general election shall be treated separately. After the filing of a final report, 
surplus funds may be transferred for use in a succeeding el�on. 

I: Speeial eleetieas. - ™ Fepe:RS el eeatri�11tieas alMl · speadiiuFes as presenbed iB 
§ 24.1 2&8 sllall, lte Alee � eeaElidates leF aemiaetiea &P eleetiea te a eMee te he filled. ey a
speeial eleetiea iB eemplieBee wi& tile pre·Jisieas el tMs seetiea; llewe·;er, ift tile ease el an
eleetiea llele ea a Elaie � OlaB- a regulariy selleduled geaef&I eleetiea, a& eaadidale Sball
Ale ,{ij, a FepeR BM lateF ta&B � eigMll � � tile speeial eleetiea tlate eemplete tl11=eugll
ae eleYeBtll day eeleFe � date; � re,erts required Heef seseetiea � el &is seetiea; ,fiii1 a
pest eleetiea MpeA ae lateF a& � tliirtietll da¥ afte: � eleetiea &H pFiff te taliiBg effiee;
aae � pest eleetiea 8BBll&l repeFts Bfi latet= .. l&BIHlfY -Ii eaell year Htil a fiBal. Fepert 4s
filed:

IT \tielatieas. - � ae lailwe te file aay Fepert 9f tile late filiBg el any FepeR i:eque=ed 
hf ai9 seetiea SHH eeastitute a vielfHiea &I ·� ellef)ter svltjeet te tlle peaalties pre·Jided i& 
f-Md-� 

Dratting Note: Existing § 24.1-257.2 has been extensively revised, rearranged, and divided 
into several proposed sections for greater clarity and better organimtion. The substantive 
schedules and reporting requirements bave not been changed. Proposed § 24.2-916 combines 
subsections A, B, and C of existing § 24.1-257.2 so that all elections, save municipal, are covered 
in one set of provisions. The only distinction among nonmunicipal elections, preserved in 
proposed subdivision 1, is that local candidates are not required to file an annual report 
covering preelection year activity. 

Proposed § 24.2-917 makes no substantive change in reporting · for municipal elections. 
Proposed § 24.2-918, based on subsection I of existing § 24.1-257.2, and proposed §§ 24.2-919 and 
24.2-920 make no substantive changes. Since existing § 24.1-257.2 is to be divided into several 
proposed sections, subdivision J is stricken and its provisions regarding violations and penalties 
become proposed § 24.2-927, applicable to all of Article 4's reporting :requirements; 

§ 24.1 2&8.1 24.2-921 • Use of exc� contributed funds.-Amounts received by a candidate or
bis campaign committee as contributions that are in excess of the amount necessary to defray 
his campaign expenditures may be disposed of only by one or any combination of the following: 
(i) transferring the excess for use in a succeeding election or to retire the deficit in a preceding
election ; (ii) returning the excess to a contributor in an amount not· to exceed the contributor's
originai contribution; (iii) donating the excess to any organization described in § 170 (c) of the
Internal Revenue Code; (iv) contributing the excess to one or more candidates or to any political
committee which has filed a statement of organization pursuant to § iH.l 31iU 24.2·908 ; (v)
contributing the excess to any political party committee; and (vi) defraying any ordinary,
nonreimbursed expense related to his elective office. It shall be unlawful for any person to
convert any contributed mone}'Sy securities , or like intangible personal property to his personal
use.

Dratting Note: Subdivision (i) is amended to cover the situation in which a candidate may 
not have filed a final report from his last campaign because of outstanding debt. He · cannot 
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transfer debt to bis next campaign. He should be allowed to use exc� funds to retire past 
campaign debts. 

§ 2U 269 24.2-922 . Reports as conditions to qualification tor office.-No person shall be 
permitted to qualify for any office ueee � laws el Otis Gemmenweal$, er , enter upon the 
duties thereof, or receive any salary or emoluments therefrom until he has filed the statemeats 
p,e1AEled. · fef- reports required in subdiVisions B 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 ; G 3; +, i, &; � aae 8; D of 
§ 24.2-916; subdivisions 1, 2 and 3 r of § 24.2-917; and I ti7 aftd � el f 2U 267.2; BB& a&
subdivisions B l and B 3 of § 24.2-918, as applicable. No officer authoriZed by the laws of this
Commonwealth to iaue certificates of election shall ialle a eefti:fieete el eleeeea one to any
person determined to be elected to any such office, until copies of S\le& !H&temeats requi�d the
reports cited above sllall have been maee aae filed uadff eaa;- ey sue& persea wits- sueh
eflieer. Svee- eMeeF sllaH BM tie required, eelere i9Ne ef. Sllell eefti.fieate, te aseertaie wlletller
a statemeat eas heeB- Alee witll- aa, eOte eMee as required in this article .

DraftiDg Note: The requirement that fonns be under oath is revised and shifted to § 24.2-914 
at the outset, rather than end, of the article. The last· sentence is stricken since the official who 
mues the certificate either is the official · with whom the reports are filed or, if it is the State 
Board, can determine that the filinp have been made. 

§ 21.1 267.1 24.2·923 . Selled1He el reperts el eeatriln1tieas &Rd ex,eadituFes te t,e filed �
§ au 254.1 Filiag schedule tor persons and political committees.-A. Eeept as pFe:rJided iB
sueseetiea G ef tllis seetiee, eeRHllHtees as defieed iB § au au.1 Persons and political
committees shall file the prescribed reports of contributions and expenditures as preserilJed · iB
§ 3 U 368 iB aeeeAlaaee with lie fellewiag sebedllle with the State Board as follows : � eiglll

1. Eight days before the first Tuesday in March ; 00 eigll,t;

2. Eight days before the first Tuesday in May ; � eiglll ;

3. Eight days before the second Tuesday in June ; &Rd � eipt ;

4. Eight days before the Tuesday after the first Monday in November ; • eaell- sueB- £-e,eH
SBell tie eemplete as ef � elevelKII: day eefeFe ilte desigaated Tuesday aBd 1,e eemplete fef Qe 
eHPe ,ePied aet e&TJered l,y tile last preeediag lile4 £-e,eH eF; ii it is tile fifSt suea £-e,eH filed; 
ee eemplete fef � eatiFe ,ePied IFelR tile time tile eelRRmtee was erga&ized. 

Alty- 5. For any contribution given or expenditure made of more than $1,000 i& eeaeeetiea 
wi& a& eleeaee for statewide office, or more than $500 iB eeBBeetiee with- an eleee.ea for any 
other office, wliiell is given or made after the eleventh day before any Tuesday designated 
above sllall ee repei:ted iA WHtiag , within seventy-two hours le tae Sate Beaf:d. &# Bleetiees in 
writing; llewever, 

6. For any such contribution or eJCJ)enditure given or made within the seventy--two hours ·
prior to the Tuesday sllell lte repef!ted 8INl a £-e,eH titei:eef reeev.1ed ·� tile State Beafe. 
designated above , no later than the Monday immediately preceding the Tuesday � ; 

Eaell- eemJRHtee sllaD Ale a Hpett a& 7. No later than the thirtieth day after the November 
general election to be complete through the twenty-fifl:b . day after suell- the election : ; and 

I& adElit:iee eeelt eemmittee sllaH- file a& 8. An annual report on each January 15 for the 
preceding calendar year. 

Reports required by subdivisions l, 2, 3, and 4 of this subsection shall be complete through 
the eleventh day before the designated Tuesday tor the entire period not covered by the last 
preceding filed report or, ii · it is the . .first report filed, tor the entire period from the time the 
committee was organized or contributi.ons were received. 

B. The reporting requirements shall continue in effect for each committee until a final
report is filed which sets forth (i) all receipts and disbursements not previously reported, (ii) an 
accounting of the retirement of all debts, and (iii) the disposition of all residual funds. The final 
report shall include a termination statement, signed by an officer of the committee, that all 
reporting is complete and final. 

G � pelitieal � ee�ees sllall eemply � sueseeaeBS A aee- B el tllis seetiea. 
Diskiet; eeaety, aae � pelitieal � ee1B1Rittees slleH- he e1:empt IFelR Q:e r-e(tlliremeats ef 
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sueseeeees A &BEl B: 

D: � tee � t& file any � * tile late filiBg el aey � i:eq1:tiFed &y tais
seetieft sllell eeasat-ate a •Jielatiea &f tliis ell�ter se;eet te tile peaalties pre•:ie.eEl m § au 262 . 

Drafting Note: Subsection A is set out in the format of the other report provisions. Subsection 
C of existing § 24.1-257.l is deleted as unnecesmry. State political party committees are included 
in the definition of political committees in proposed § 24.2-901. Other party committees generally 
are exempt from filing (§ 24.2-911), but they must report contributions designated for a 
candidate and are directed by proposed § 24.2-912 to file these reports pursuant to the schedule 
of this proposed section. The provisions of existing subsection D relating to violations are 
incorporated in proposed § 24.2-927. 

§ 24.2-924. Filing schedule for inaugural fund committees.-An inaugural fund committee
shall file the prescribed reports of contributions and expenditures as follows: 

1. Not later than March 15 immediately folloWing the inauguration tor all contributions and
expenditures made prior to the· preceding March l; 

2. Not later than July 15 of the inauguration year complete through June 30;

3. Not later than .the following January 15 complete through December 31; and

4. Annually thereafter until a final report is filed.

The final report shall set forth (i) all receipts and disbursements not previously reported, 
(ii) an accounting of the retirement of all debts, and (iii) the disposition of all surplus funds. 
The final report shall include a termination statement, signed by an officer of the committee, 
that all reporting is complete and final. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-924 continues subsection B of existing § 24.1·254.3 Without 
substantive changes. 

§ 24.2-925. Use of excess contributed inaugural committee lunds.-It shall be unlawful for
any person to disburse any funds or receipts of an inaugural fund committee which are in 
excess of the amount necessary to defray expenditures for inaugural activities other than by one 
or any combination of the following: (i) transferring the excess to a campaign committee for the 
inaugurated official in a subsequent election; (ii) returning the exc� to a contributor in an 
amount not to exceed the contributor's or� contribution; (iii) donating the excess to any 
organi2.ation described in § 170 ( c) of the Internal Revenue Code; (iv) contributing the excess to 
one or more candidates or to any political committee which has filed a statement of 
organization pursuant to § 24.2-908; (v) contributing the exc� to any political party committee; 
and (vi) defraying any ordinary, nonreimbursed expense of the inaugurated official related to his 
elective office. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-925 continues subsection C of existing § 24.1-254.3 without 
substantive change. 

§ au 261 24.2-926 . Custody of reports; inspection and copying.-Every officer * , electoral
board, or the State Board, with whom reports are required by any seeuea ef. this chapter to be 
filed, shall Feeei-ve, file and preserve such reports in Ms effiee; and snail keep the same them 
as part of the office 1s records tlieFeef for at least one year after the final report is filed, � 
that tee � Beafd. el Eleetieas saall he required t& fftaiB- suell- reperts or through the next 
general election for the office to which they pertain 8Bfl tlleB- , whichever is later. The State 
Board sball forward them the reports it preserves to the State Library for preservation under 
the Virginia Public Records Act (§ 42.1-76 et seq.). 

All sueli reports shall ; dUi=iRg tee � ler WBiell- tee effiee i& wll:iee- � may he fi.lea is 
epen fer h\:ISieess, be saejeet ane open to inspection &f. by any qualified voter ; aREl eepies
during the business hours of the office in which they are filed. Copies shall be produced for any 
qualified voter requesting them who shall pay the reasonable cost of the copies. 

Copies of such reports certified by the principal administrative officer in whose office they 
fDftf ae S& are kept i:HKlef � seal ef ms &ffiee shall be evidence in all the courts to the same 
extent as the original tkei=eef report would be if produced and proved. 
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All sBell- repefts ift the effiee ef iBe state Beare el Eleeeeas shall ee w,ailahle f&f eepYi&g 
by aey- qualified vete:, aae- the Beaffl saaH maiataia at its effiee a eep�eg maee.iae te preaaee 
eepies f&f aay EJaalifiee � reEJaestieg them aae- IB8¥ eeaFge tet= SUE!ft eepies haseEl ea tile 
reaseaehle eest NleFeef. 

Drafting Note: Reports filed at local offices are required to be retained and copies produced 
at cost in conformance with the general approach of the Freedom of Information Act. 

§ 24.2-927. Failure to report or filing of late report a violation.-Either the failure to file any
report or the late filing of any report required by this article shall constitute a violation of this 
chapter subject to the penalties provided in §§ 24.2-929 and 24.2-930. 

Drafting Note: This provision presently is repeated in several existing sections. It is deleted 
from these individual sections and placed in proposed § 24.2-927 to facilitate reorganization of 
the chapter. 

§ 24.1 2sa 24.2-928 . Reporting of certain violations el eltapter .-It shall be the duty of the
State Board el Eleet:ieas to report any violation of §§ 24.1 257.1 24.2-912, 24.2-915, 24.2-916, 
24.2-917, 24.2-918, 24.2-919, 24.2-920, 24.2-923 and 24.1 257.2 el t&is eh.apter 24.2-924 to the 
appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth. 

It shall be the duty of the electoral board of. a county or city to report any violation of § 
2U 267.2 ef tlHs eli8f)ter § 24.2-915, 24.2-916, 24.2-917, 24.2-918, 24.2-919, and 24.2-920 relating to 
an election for any constitutional or local office e.eser41Jed ift ff M:1-86 tln=e�gli ·24.1 99, or to a 
local referendum to the attorney for the Commonwealth for the county or city in which the 
election occurs. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-928 lists the proposed sections which contain the reporting 
requirements now set out in existing §§ 24.1-257.1 and 24.1-257.2. Existing § 24.1-263 does not 
reference existing § 24.1-257.3, which requires all party committees to report contributions 
designated for a particular candidate. This omi$ion appears to have been a drafting oversight. It 
is appropriate that failures to file these reports should be reported, and proposed § 24.2-912 
which contains the designated contribution provision is included here. Likewise, inclusion of 
proposed § 24.2-924 clarifies that the State Board shall report failures of inaugural committees to 
file timely reports. 

Article 5. 

Penalties. 

§ 2 U 282 24.2·929 . Penalties for violations of chapter.- I& additien te tae eiYil peaalty
p1e:rJisieBS ef § 24.1 283.1, ay Any person who violates, or aids, abets, or participates in the 
violation of , this chapter , shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed fifty dollars or, in 
the case of a willful violation, shall be guilty of a Cl8$ 1 misdemeanor. The attorney for the 
Commonwealth shall initiate civil proceedin� to enforce the civil penalty provided herein. Any 
ciVil penalties collected shall be payable to the State Treasurer for deposit to the general fund. 
The statute of limitations applicable to a violation of this chapter is stated in § 19.2-8. 

Drafting Note: Clarifying change only. The first clause is deleted from this general penalty 
provision and restated, more appropriately, in the special penalty provisions in proposed 
§ 24.2-930.

§ 24.1 283.1 24.2-930 . Civil penalties for late and incomplete filin� for statewide
campaigns.-A. ARy- In addition to the penalties provided in § 24.2-929, any candidate for 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General, and his campaign treasurer, who fail to file 
any report required in sabseetiee B el § au 257.2 24.2-916 in a timely manner or files file an 
incomplete report may be assessed a civil penalty by the Secretary of the State Board el 
Eleetiees pursuant to this section 

B. Prior to asse�ing aay a penalty pursuant to this section , the Secretary shall notify the
candidate and treasurer in writing that a report has not been filed or that a filed report has not 
been completed, citing the omissions from the report. No penalty shall be assessed if the report 
or information required to complete the report is filed within seven days of the date of mailing 
the written notice. 
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C. If the report or information required to complete the report is not filed within the
seven-day period, the Secretary shall assess against the candidate and treasurer, who shall be 
jointly and ser;effthly severally liable, a civil penalty of $100 for each day that the violation 
continues on and after the eighth day following the date of mailing the written notice. The 
Secretary may grant an additional period for compliance, not to exceed two weeks, for good 
cause shown and in response to a request filed within the seven-day period. However, no 
additional period shall be granted for compliance with the requirement under § ilU 257.2 B +

subdivision 7 of § 24.2-916 to file a report not later thao the eighth day before the election. The 
Secretary shall then also make available to the public at his office a list of candidates who have 
failed to file or have filed incomplete reports. 

D. If requested by the Secretary, the attorney for the Commonwealth of the City of
Richmond shall �ist the Secretary in collecting the civil penalty. 

E. Any candidate or treasurer aggrieved by the �ment shall have a right to the direct
review of the assessment by a court of competent jurisdiction as provided in the Administrative 
Process Act (§ 9-6.14:1 et seq.). The provisions of the Act shall not apply, however, to the 
�essment of civil penalties by the Secretary pursuant to this section. 

F. Civil penalties collected pursuant to this section shall be payable to the State Treasurer
for deposit to the general fund. 

Drafting Note: Ttie first clause is transferred from § 24.2-929 to clarify that the special 
penalty provisions for late or incomplete · filin� in these stateWide elections are in addition to 
the lesser civil penalty set out in that section and the Cl� 1 misdemeanor penalty for willful 
violations of the chapter. 

CHAPTER 10. 

ELECTION OFFENSES GENERALLY; PENALTIES. 

Chapter Drafting Note: Proposed Chapter 1 O specifies election law offenses and penalties that 
are directed at persons who attempt to disrupt the orderly conduct of elections. The source of 
the proposed chapter is found in existing Chapter 10 of 24.1. 

A few changes in style are made so that separate violations within a section are listed under 
new subsections and subdivisions for easier referencing. Specific felony · and misdemeanor 
penalties were rewritten to reference and to correspond With the Clcl$ification system used in 
Title 18.2 which was adopted after the codification of 24.1. Redundant terms have been deleted 
when they describe the same prohibited conduct. 

A new false statement provision is included and replaces the requirements for an 
administered or self-administered oath. A person who makes a false statement on any statement, 
form or report required under the title is subject to felony penalties comparable to perjury 
penalties. Notice of the penalty must clearly appear on any preprinted material requiring the 
statement. 

§ 24.1 264 24.2-1000 . Bribery, intimidation, etc., of eleetiea eff.ieers officers of election
.-Any person who sRQQ. , by bribery, intimidation, or other means in violation of the election 
laws, willfully IHBeff hinders or f)Fe¥eRt prevents , or attem_pt attempts to s& hinder or prevent, 
the eleetiea effieefS officers of election at any precinct from holding an election at !lie ame aae 
p1eee set a,ai=t aaa ElesignateEI as a ,see fer Jieleing suell- eleetiea , shall be deemed guilty of a 
Class 5 felony ; aad sJiaH, tipeR ee&1Aeeea, he puaislieEI � eeefiaemeat iB ille peniteatie.ry fm: 
Rel less tJieft ene YeftE w mere tea& HRee& years aae � a fiRe net e1eeeElisg � eHllel= e, 
setJi; er, iB � eisereeea � the � m= tJie eeart � tile ease wUaeut a jm:y-; ey eeafiaement 
iB- jail net less tlta& eae Bef mere tlia& twelve meetas aaEl ey a fiBe &et eJCeeeEling $1,009; eHllef: 
9¥�. 

Drafting Note: Punishment provisions in proposed § 24.2-1000 are rewritten to reference and 
correspond with the felony classification system currently used in Title 18.2. A Class 5 felony is 
punishable by "a term of imprisonment for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or 
in the discretion of the jury or the court trying the case without a jury, confinement in jail for 
not more than twelve months and a fine of not more than $ 2,500, either or both." The Class 5 
felony most closely parallels the punishment provision in existing § 24.1-264 which was enacted 
before the felony classification system was established. The term "election officers" is not 
currently defined under existing law and therefore is replaced with "officers of election" who 
are charged with conducting elections. 
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§ 24.1 269 24.2-1001 . Willful neglect or corrupt conduct.- A If any officer of election,
member of an electoral board, messeeger, or other person on whom any duty is enjoined by law 
relative to any election, is guilty of 8f1Y willful neglect of sueh bis dutyt he shall be guilty of a 
Class 1 misdemeanor . ane punisllee theFeier as previEled in § 18.2. 12 et= if lie 

B. If any person listed in subsection A is guilty of any corrupt conduct in the execution of
sue& awes his duty , he shall be guilty of a Class 5 felony a&& SBaD;- apea eee·Jieuea, ee 
paaislled � eenfiaement m tile peaite&tiary flH= Bet less tlla& ene � mere tea fi:fteen yeafS 
a&& � a H&e eat e1:eeediag $5;999; eitliel= 9f � 8f; ift lhe disefetien el the jufY 9f *lie eeuft 
ffYiBg Y!e ease witlleut a jm=y; ey a fine Bet eIEeeediag � anti ey eeafiaement m jail fef a 
peROO" net- e1:eeetliag twelYe mentb.s, eitBef: 9f eetn-

Drafting Note: Punishment provisions in proposed § 24.2-1001 are rewritten to correspond to 
the felony classification system in Title 18.2. The class of the misdemeanor is specified and is 
derived from the provisions under existing § 18.2-12 which state that "'a misdemeanor for which 
no punishment or no maximum punishment is prescribed by statute shall be punished as a Cl� 
I misdemeanor." 

§ 24.l 2Se 24.2-1002 . Dista,eaeee el registFafS Interference with registration .-Any person M
�eJ=SeBS who shall , by threats ; intimieatiea, Huse or force, lli&tler, aelaY; et= disture, et= attempt 
ta se lli&der, aelaY; 9f Elisture, interferes with or attempts to interfere with (i) any registrar in 
the discharge of his eaaes 9f duty, (ii) any person iB Ole praeess el registering et= applying to 
register , or (iii) any person going to or leaving a registration location, shall be deemed guilty 
of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-1002 combines provisions from §§ 24.1-265 and 24.1-49.01 
which prohibit persons from hindering, delaying, or disturbing registrants and registrars. The 
term "interference" is used to cover all conduct intended to impede the registration process. 

§ 24.1 49.91 24.2-1003 . Hindeliag registratiea applieaets 9f eampaige.iag Campaigning at
registration effieeS eF plaees. It s&aD 1,e aalawml f&f any Jocations.-Any person � i& any 
weer t& llHMlef: et: aeley a regismmea aJJpJ..iea&t ift. reaelling et: IearJi:&g aey registratien ef.fiee 
ef plaee; 9f 00- t& giYe e1= � who gives or tenders any campaign materials to, or selieff er 
attem�t solicits or attempts to influence the vote of, any registratian a,Pf)lieaat person while he is 
at any registration effiee 9f pleee location, knowing that such person is there for the purpose of 
registration, shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor . Nothing herein in this section shall 
prohibit the distribution of campaign materials outside any building in which a registration 
actiVity is being conducted. 

Drafting Note: Provisions in clause (i) are covered in existing § 24.1·265 and proposed 
§ 24.2-1002. The focus of proposed § 24.2-1003 is shifted to setting forth the penalties for
campaigning at registration locations. Such activity is prohibited because of the undue influence
it has on prospective voters and its potential to disrupt nonpartisan registration procedures. The
penalty for a violation of this section is reduced to a Class 3 misdemeanor as a more
appropriate cl8$ification. See, for example, § 24.2-605, use of loudspeakers near polling places
on election day.

§ 24.1 268 24.2-1004 . Certaia :vea&g eifeeses. lf 811¥ Unqualified person who votes. Any
person who (i) kaewiag)y votes m aay eleetien Eli5triet ift WBie&- he eees Bet aemaUy J-eSiee, &r 
ift wlHe& knowing that he is not a registered � qualified to vote where and when the vote is
to be given , eF .vete HMH=e t&aa eeee · m tile same eleetien , � preeui=e, aa6" assist;, ee\lQSel, &r 
ati¥ise- (ii) procures, . assists, or induces another to vote, knowing that such person iS not euly 
qualified to vote where and when the vote is to be given, or (iii) et any time en- eleetie& eay 
pri9f ta tee Eletermiaatien ef tile vete kaudaleatly plaee wrongfully deposits a ballot in the 
ballot box ; ae or casts a vote on any voting equipmen� shall be deemed guilty of a aass 1 
misdemeanor. 

Drafting Note: The section is rewritten to clarify that only a person qualified to vote is 
entitled to vote. A qualified voter who possesses the constitutional qualifications to vote may not 
be qualified to vote under certain . circumstances in a particular election, e.g., the voter has 
already cast his ballot for that election. The term "induce" is used to mean any form of 
persuasion, counselingt or advice given to influence a nonqualified voter to vote. The third clause 
addres.5es the situation in which an unqualified voter has not presented himself to vote before 
the officers of election, but nevertheless manages to deposit a ballot in the ballot box before an 
official count is taken. Language is added to clause (iii) to acknowledge that ballots may be 
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wrongfully cast on voting equipment. 

§ 2u 271 24.2-1005 . Offenses ag&iBst Bribery, intimidation, etc., of person receiving ballot.
ff 811¥ Any person who (i) by threats � , briberyt or other means in Violation of the election
Jaws, attempts to influence any person in giving his vote or ballot t or by such means attempts 
to deter him from gwiBg ms Yete: &f 1ta11et voting ; � (ii) furnishes a ballot to a person who he 
knows cannot understand the language in which the ballot is printed ; misiafeABi&g and 
misinforms him as to the content of saitl- the ballot with an intent to deceive him and induce 
him to vote contrary to his desire; or (iii) fflluauleetly � deeeit:fully changes a ballot of a 
person � pre¥eaaag suel1- to prevent the person from voting as he desired, he shall be 
deemed guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

This section applies to any election and to any method used by a political party for selection 
of its nominees and for selection of delegates to its conventions and meetings. 

Drafting Note: The section is reworded for clarity and to parallel the undue influence section 
applicable to officers of election, proposed in § 24.2-1000. Proposed § 24.2-1005 penalties are 
intended to reach any person. who tries to influence, deceive, or bribe a voter. The last sentence 
makes the section applicable to elections and certain political party proceedi� and is derived 
from existing § 24.1-272. Duplicate provisions in present § 24.1-272 are deleted in proposed 
§ 24.2-1007.

§ 24.l 267 24.2-1006. Advice or assistance in casting ballot-Except as provided by § 24.l 132
24.2-649 , no person shall directly or indirectly advise ; eeaesel, or assist any eleEtm: , DY 
writiag, weFe; gestuFe ef a&y etBa: meees voter as to bow he shall ¥ete er cast his ballot after 
the voter has entered the area WitaiR Ole prohibited area at the polls dQly designated as set 
leFUl- designated in § 24.1 191 24.2-604 . Any person violating the provisions of this section shall 
be deemed guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Proposed § 24.2-1006 prohibits undue persuasion once 
the voter is within 40 feet of the polling place. The term "'advise" is synonymous with "counsel" 
and therefore the later term is deleted. 

§ 24.1 272 24.2-1007 . Soliciting or gwiBg accepting bribe to influence or procure vote.-No
person shall solicit ; FeEfliest, er demand or accept ; directly or indirectly any money or any 
thing of value to influence his or another's vote 9f te ee usee;- &F UftGef � pfetease el eeieg 
used; te �f0e1:1re � ¥ete el HY ,efSell 9f pefSeas, M in any election. Any person violating the 
proVisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a Cl� 1 misdemeanor. 

II aey ,e,see, direetly ef iediree�y, gwe e, elfef= te & ¥8*ef ift &Bf eleetiee any meeey, 
goods; 9f ebattels 4HMlef a& agreement; e]ij)ress w implied, taat suell � shall give IHs � let= 
a partieular ea&Elieate, * let= M against aRY Efl:lestiee wtee ea at &BY suell- eleetiee, sueh: ,et=seR 
slleD .he seemed� &I a Glass l misdemeaaer. 

De WeFe "eleetie&0 as useEl ift tll-is This section sllall ieelude applies to any election and to 
any method used by a political party for selection of its nominees and for selection of delegates 
to its conventions and meetings. 

Drafting Note: Language in the first paragraph has been simplified to state the penalties if a 
person solicits or accepts a bribe for his vote or to influence a vote of another. Provisions in 
the second paragraph relating to the person offering a bribe are currently covered in existing 
§ 24.1-271 and proposed § 24.2-1005.

§ 2U 279 24.2-1008 . Sellingt giving away , or counterfeiting ballots.- A&y memher el tlte
elee�efal eeaRI ef a&y aesige.ated ageRf- el S\:H:B- &eaFe; tile printer et= Ms empleyees Wk& � 
tlie elfieial eellets previded let= � ais ellapler, aey effieef el eleetiee, � &BY 9"lef Any person 
who (i) wrongfully sells or gives to any person, eEeet* wttere it is distiaetll· PF-e\lided &¥ this 
ellapter, aay an official ballot or copy ; any or a facsimile of or device or plate used to 
reproduce � same; such ballot or wile (ii) counterfeits or attempts to counterfeit file same the 
official ballot or the seal used. tipell sue& effieial eallets on that ballot, shall be guilty of a Class 
5 felony aBEl sllall;- QpeB �eavietiea, he pu.eish.ed ey- eeafieemeat ift the peeiteetiary fef net less 
tee eae R9r m9fe thafl fflteeR yeefS aee DY a f.iae Bet exeeediag � eitllef 0f � 0r, ift 
� diseretiee el the jafy 0f tee eeu-rt a:yiBg the ease witaeat a .iUf:V; t,y a fiBe Bet e:JEeeeflieg 
� aRQ ey fJeBfiaemeat iB jail l0f Bet meFe thaa twel¥e mee�, eitllef= * eete 
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Drafting Note: Penalty provisions are rewritten to correspond to the Cl8$ification system 
used in Title 18.2. The term "wrongfully" as used in the proposed section means any 
unauthorized use of an official ballot. 

§ 24.1 273 24.2-1009 . Stealing ; eefaeieg, ete:, or tampering with ballot boxes, voting or
registration equipment, records or documents.-Any person who sl!aH ee gu.ilty el stealing (i) 
stealS ; or ef willfully, fraudulently , and wrongfully luealiieg, destfeying, mutilaang defaeiag, 
falsilying, eF unlaw411Hy meving, seeurieg, M eetaieieg tampers with the whele er a�y part of 
any ballot box, voting or registration equipment, records, &eeks, ��efS, aesg:aets eF � � 
m�ePS, papefS, or documents , . �hich are used in any way usee- within the registration or
election process, er woo shall (1i) fraudulently fB8ke makes any entry, ef8SUre deletion, or 
alteration therein to any item listed in (i) , or wile SBall- (iii) f.ffl1ululeatly aid; aeet &1= ,eHftif 
aids, abets, or permits any other person to de se violate the provisions of clause (i) or (ii) , 
shall be guilty of a Cl� 5 felony. 

Drafting Note: The phrase "tampers with" is used as a collective term to include any act 
which would alter any election records or equipment thus raising a question of its reliability. 
The offense of tampering with voting equipment is included in this section. from existing 
§ 24.1-275. Although the penalty for tampering with voting equipment is• slightly different because
the classification of the felony is specified, the penalties prior to and following the revision of
Title 24.1 were identical for §§ 24.1�273 and 24.1-275. There is no logical reason why tampering
with a ballot box should be penalized differently than tampering with voting equipment since the
outcome of an election may be determined by either. Records and documents include any
material used· within the registration or .election process.

§ 2u 276 24.2-1010 . Offenses as te s;eting maelliaes Unauthorized possession of voting
equipment key .-Any unauthorized person found in possession of any voting maelliae equipment
key shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

ABy- pefS9B woo willfully tampeFS WHh er attempts t& tampeF � disammge, defaee, m: 
impair i& any maaner, er destroy any s;eting maehiae at any eme er WR& iestigates, aids er 
aeets aaetller pefS9B i& sue& aet er attempt, shall ee guilty el a feleBy alMl saall; llt)9B 
eeavietiea, ee paaished ey eeafiaemeat iB tee peaiteati.ary fer aet less tllaB &Re w mm:e � 
fifteen years aae- � a fiBe aet exeeediag $i;QOO; eitRef: * eeth; &F; iB the diseFetiea el � � 
er ttte eeai=t � tile ease wi�eat a jQry; by a fiRe aet aeeediag � alMl ey eeafiaemeat 
ift jail lef a pet=ied Bet exeeediag iWel-Ye meBttls, eithef: � � 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-1010 is revised to cover only the unlawful possession of a 
voting equipment key. Provisions relating to the willful tampering with voting equipment are 
moved to proposed § 24.2-1009 covering tampering with election material generally. 

§ 24.1 269 24.2-1011 . Ballot not to be carried away.-It shall be unlawful for any person to
carry the official ballot , furnished him by the eUieff officers of the election further than the 
voting booth, and should he, after ins,eeti.ag saell- receiving the ballot, conclude not to vote, he 
shall immediately return sueh- the ballot to the officers el eleetiea . If any Any person eaffY 
who (i) carries an official ballot o:r copy thereof beyond or away from the voting booth, m: 
away 4rem the � except to the officers of election, or ¥ete (ii) votes any ballot except Sllell
as: ,SHH ee the ballot received � Mm from the . officers of election, he shall be deemed guilty 
of a Class I misdemeanor. 

Drafting Note; No change in substance. The provisions of this section apply to ballots 
provided by the officers of election on election day and not to absentee ballots provided in 
accordance with Chapter 7 (24.2-700 et seq.) The class of the misdemeanor is specified in 
accordance with existing §§ 18.2-12 and 24.1-280. 

§ 2u 274 24.2-1012 . Offenses as to absent voters.-Any person who knowingly aids or abets
or attempts to aid or abet a violation of the eleetiee laws i& eeaeeetiee wit& aay ¥ete east; m: 
te ee east, aBdef the prav4siees eeaeemiag aeseat veteFs absentee voting procedures prescribed
in Chapter 7 (§ 24.2-700 et seq.) shall , till0B eeav-ietien, ee seeteneed te tile peaiteae.ary tt:w Bet 
less t&aD eee Def mere taaa :fi¥e yeaFS be guilty of a Class 5 felony . 

Any person attempting to vote by fraudulently signing the name of a regularly·. qualified 
voter shall be guilty of forgery and shall be guilty of a Class 4 felony . 
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Any public official who knowingly violates any of the provisions of the law concerning absent 
voters , and thereby aids in any way the illegal casting, or attempting to cast a vote, or who 
sB9ll eessi•;e connives to nullify any provisions of this chapter in order that fraud may be 
perpetrated, shall forever be disqualified from holding office in the Commonwealth , and shall 
forever be disqualified from exercising the right of franchise. 

Drafting Note: Existing § 24.2-1012 sets forth penalties for persons perpetrating a fraud in 
connection with absentee voting. Language has been simplified to clarify this point. Punishment 
provisions are specified for forgery and correspond to the felony Cl8$ification system used in 
Title 18.2. Forgery under that title is treated as a Cl� 4 felony and punished by a term of 
imprisonment of not le$· than two years nor more than IO years and, if the court decides, a 
fine of $100,000. 

§ 2U 276 24.2-1013 • Publications not to receive compensation for advocating candidacy;
penalties.-A. It shall be unlawful for any owner, proprietor, editor, manager, officer, clerk, 
agent, reporter, or employee of any newspaper, magazine, or periodical printed or published in 
this Commonwealth to take; accept or receive or agree to take, accept or receive, for himself or 
asy- eiBef= f)efSeR, firm 6f eeFf)emtieB, eHlleF � b.imself m: asy � tJefS0ft m: f)efSens, fifm m: 
eeFf)ei=aaee another, any money or other valuable consideration for such newspaper, magazine, 
or other periodical supporting or advocating the election or defeat of any candidate 01=

eaediEletes at aBY eleeUee . But nothing in this section shall prevent any person 6f pefSens 
firm , or corporation engaged in the publication of any newspaper, magazine or periodical from 
receiving from any person compensation for p:eblieatiea printing and publishing any matter, 
article or articles advocating the election or defeat of any candidate 6f eaedidates aRfl reeeivieg 
kem suen- � a eempeBSaaee tb.erefer , if suea aFtieles se :pablisb.ee eF f)rieted hEWe j:>laeeEl 
at ae eegiaaing Otereef ill: J)laiR- type in eiaa laee Remaa eaf)itals m a eenspieueus p1aee tae a

statement , "Paid Advertisement" aae eemply , appears in plain type in boldface Roman capitals 
in a conspicuous place at the beginning of the matter or article and the matter or article 
otherwise complies with the provisions of § 24.l 277 24.2-1014 . 

B. Any such owner, proprietor, editor, manager, officer, clerk, agent, reporter, or employee
violating the provisions of subsection A shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed fifty 
dollars; and, in the case of a willful violation, he shall be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor. The 
procedure to enforce the civil penalty provided b.ereift in this section shall be as stated in § 
24.1262 24.2-929.

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

§ 24.1 277 24.2-1014 . Wriaegs eeeeeraing eaediElates fel: effiee te ideaa�r f)eFS6ft res,pensiale
tb.eFefer Identifying persons responsible for campaign writing ; penalties.-A. As used in this 
section "writing" includes any wRttea, printed or otherwise reproduced statement or 
advertisement ef. � elass eF deseRf)tiea , but shall not include editorial comment or news 
coverage which is sponsored and financed by the news medium publishing or broadcasting it nor 
writin� authorized by the candidate on novelties including, but not limited to, pens, pencils 
and buttons to be attached to wearing apparel. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause any writing other than a television or radio
broadcast to appear concerning any potential nominee or candidate, ay eaaeidate � 
eemieatiee 01= any eaadidate feF aay effiee eleeu¥e &y ae qualified .1/&teFs or concerning any 
question eF FefereeElum to be submitted to the eleeteFS voters uni� such writing plainly 
identifies the person responsible tllerefer ae eames for it. The writing shall cany the 
statement "authorized by .............. " and , as a miaimam, contain the following information to 
complete the statement as fellews 

1. The name of the candidate if the writing is authorized by the candidate or his campaign
committee; 

2. The name of the political party committee if the writing is authorized by that committee;
or 

3. If authoriZed by any person other than the candidate, his campaign committee, or a
political party committee, either: 

a. ifl. In the case of a committee that has filed a statement of organization under § 3 U au. I
24.2-908 , the full name of the committee and a registration number provided by the State Board 
el Eleeaens , or 
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b. i& In any other case, the full name and residence address of the individual responsible
for the writing. 

c. It shall be unlawful for any person to use a false or fictitious name or address on any
such writing described in subsection B. 

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause any radio or television statement to appear
unless the advertisement or statement contains information which plainly identifies the candidate, 
committee, or individual responsible dleFefeF for it . 

&. It shall ee ualawml flH= an;c ,efS0ft te use a mlse &f fietitieas aame &f aElElress en aay 
saell- writing described in tne f)Feeedieg sueseetiae.. 

B; E. Any person violating any provision of this section shall be subject to a civil penalty 
not to exceed fifty dollars; and, in the case of a willful violation, he shall be guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor. The procedure to enforce the civil penalty provided heFeift in this section shall be 
as stated in § 24.1 262 24.2-929 . Vielatiea The violation of this section shall not , kewever, 
Fefl\lire m= reswt iB tl!e veiEliBg &f void any election. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. Only stylistic changes are incorporated. 

§ 24.l 278 24.2-1015 . Conspiracy against rights of citizens under this title.-If two or more
persons conspire to injure, oppre$, threaten, intimidate, prevent, or hinder any citizen of this 
Commonwealth in the free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege secured to him by 
the provisions of this title, or because of his having so exercised tRe same such right , they 
slleH, UP9fi eeuvi:etiee, &e paeisheEl hf- eeaf.ieemeat ill the peeite&tiary � Bet less theft eae BM 
mere ta&& teft ¥eafS aBd- ey a f.i&e net exeeeEliag $&;OOG; � &f eeHt; er,- ill the diseretien &f 
tile � * � eeu,t � tlie ease witael:lt a jQFY, by a fiRe Bet eKeeeeiag $3;500 ane ey 
eee.fineme&t m jail #6f! a � Rat eKeeeElieg twewe meaths, either &F eetk- shall be guilty of a 
Class 5 felony . 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. The punishment provision is revised and specifies the 
felony class. 

§ 24.1 279 24.2-1016 . Perjery False statements; penalties .-Any wilfully willfully false ,
ffaadaleat, M misleadiag material statement or entcy made by any person in any statement M

aeeeaet � eatB- , form, or report required by this title, shall constitute the crime of peFjary, 
election fraud and be punishable as sue aeeeFdiag t& *Ile laws ef tBis Cammeawealtll a Class 5 
felony . Any preprinted statement, form, or report shall include a statement of such unlawful 
conduct and the penalty provided in this section. 

Drafting Note: A major revision appearing throughout the proposed title eliminates the 
requirement for an administered oath, which subjects a person to perjury penalties if the oath is 
violated and addr�es inconsistences among present law provisions which include both 
administered oaths and a variety of "sworn" statement.s not requiring an administered oath. This 
revision establishes a uniform approach to election fraud involving false information on 
registration, election, and campaign finance statements. 

In 1992, the General Assembly enacted an amendment to existing § 24.1-48 to provide that a 
registration applicant self-administers the required· oath by signing the application and becomes 
subject to perjury penalties on the basis of the self-administered oath. The rationale for adopting 
a self-administered oath was to address two problems-the burden of administering oaths at busy 
motor voter locatiQns and the need for the person administering the oath to testify at a trial 
scheduled years after the oath was administered. While the Code Commission agreed that an 
administered oath presented these problems and should be eliminated from provisions of the 
proposed title, they were concerned with creating a fictitious oath carrying perjury penalties. 
The criminal laws generally invoke perjury penalties only when there has been a false swearing 
and the Commi�ion agreed that this understanding of perjury should be preserved. 

The false statement offense in proposed § 24.2-1016 serves as a substitute for the oath and 
perjury provisions to ensure that the person who provides false information is subject to criminal 
prosecution. The penalty for making a false statement parallels current perjury penalties. 

The last sentence is added to ensure proper notice on preprinted statements, forms, and 
reports of the unlawfulness of providing material false information and the penalties of this 
section. 
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§ 24.1 280 24.2-1017 . Penalties when not specifically provided elsewhere.-Any 1Aelatien et
tae pFevisiens e# conduct made unlawful by this title, for which no punishment has been 
otherwise provided, shall be aeemee a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

Drafting Note: Language is added to clarify that proposed § 24.2-1017 only applies to 
provisions in this title which state that an activity is unlawful but fail to specify any punishment 
for the offense. With this clarification, all persons will have adequate notice of what conduct is 
unlawful and what punishment is to be expected. 

§ 24.1 281 24.2·1018 : Wite.esses gi\'iBg e1:idenee te ee immu.ee lf9ftl preseeuuea Immunity of 
witnesses .-No witness called by the court or attorney for the Commonwealth and req1:1ireEI te 
gi¥e ae& giving evidence for the prosecution, either before a grand jury or m a erimiaal 
pFeeeediag m a the court e# reeere- ift eempliaaee wit& a sulrpeeft& issued- ey direeeea e! sae& 
gF&Be jl:wy et= atteFBey leF ate CemmeaweaU:ll, res,eeevely, ilftElef *lie seeeees el iliis ebapter in 
any prosecution under this tiUe, shall ever be proceeded against for any offense made penal by 
&BY el suelt p:AwisieBS, et= any et tee � eleetien laws e! tais Cemmeawealtll, the provisions 
of this title and committed by him at or in connection with the same eleet:iee, �rime.ry, et= 
eeereeeee events germane to the matter being prosecuted; but such witness shall be compelled 
to testify, and for refusing to answer questions, he may be punished for contempt by the court . 

Drafting Note: Proposed § 24.2-1018 parallels § 18.2-445 and other sections in Title 18.2 which 
give immunity to witnesses but compel them to testify or be guilty of contempt of court. The 
immunity is provided for offenses committed in connection with the events pertinent to the 
prosecution. The language under present law was not clear if an offense committed at the time 
of registration was included; proposed § 24.2-1018 is worded so that registration activities are 
covered. 

§ U.1 282 24.2-1019 . Complaints and allegations concerning election law offenses.-Any
complaint or allegation concerning an alleged vielaaee el tee pFer.isiens unlawful conduct under 
el this title shall be filed with the attorney for the Commonwealth of the county or city in 
which the alleged violation occurred. 

Drafting Note: No change in substance. 

TITLE 15.1. 

General Drafting Note: The seven sections whic� follow include one provision transferred 
from Title 24.1 (existing § 24.1-165.2 shown as § 15.1-760.1) and six sections in Title 15.1 which 
are revised as a result of the Commi$ion's review of the provisions in Title 24.l on filling 
vacancies in office. 

§ 15.1-676. Election of members of county board; filling vacancies.- 00 A. Notwithstanding
the provisions of § § 15.1 &74 ae 15.1-694 , H , in any county operating as of December 1, 1993, 
under the county manager plan provided for in this chapter, a majerity el tile qualif.ied � 
¥eHBg en tile EfHestieR suhmitted m tBe eleeeea Bekl- as pre1JideEI ift subseeaee � el tftis seetiea 
ssel1- vete ift faY* el the eleeeen el tile membefS e! ate eooety eeeFtl a&& tae #iaiRg el 
vaeaeeies en tee � as ae:Feieafter pFe1Jided m tais seeeea, teee apea tile eRH=y e! an efEiel: 
by *lie eiFeuit eEM:tft el tee eeamy seteRg leffB. the resaHs el S1:lell- eleetiea, the members of the 
county board shall tllereafteF be elected and vacancies on the board shall be filled as provided 
in this section. 

� Netwitllstaadiag the ,,evisiens el sueseeaee � ii a majerity el t&e flUalified Y&tefS iB 
sue& eleetiee ¥ete m � el tee eleetien el tile memse,s el tae eooety heaRl as pret.•ided � 
suaseetiee ff, aereef, t&eB- upea tee eeg:y e! an eFdeF tty ate eireuit eeuft el tae eooety seteag 
feffR: tile resuJe; &f tee eleeeea, the memeers e! Hie eooety ee&fll � tllefeafter ee eleeted as 
f)F&TJided iB saaseeeee -00- aereef. 

� EaeB ef suel1- memheFS shall iake effiee ea tee fifSt say ef .Jaaaary aftff Bis eleeaen 
aftf! saall- ft&kl effiee aam his saeeesser is eleeted aee qaalifiee. B. Two members of the county 
board shall be elected at the November 1995 election to succeed the members whose terms are 
expiring, and one member each shall be elected at the 1994, 1996, and 1997 November elections 
to succeed the members whose terms respectively are expiring. Thereafter at each regular 
November election there shall be elected one or more members of the county board to succeed 
the member or members whose terms expire on or before the first day of January next 
succeeding such election t the . The members so elected shall be elected for terms of four years 
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each ane , shall take office on the first day of January next succeeding their election , and

shall hold office until their successors are elected and qualify . 

� C. When any vacancy shall occur in the membership of the county board the judge of 
the circuit court of the county shall call a special election for the remainder of the unexpired 
term to be held not less than forty·five days and not more than sixty days thereafter; provided ; 
ileweveF, that if any vacancy occurs within one hundred eighty days before the expiration of a 
term of office, suea the vacancy shall be filled by appointment by a majority vote of the 
remaining members of sQek. the board within thirty days of the occurrence of SBeB- the vacancy 
after holding a public hearing with respect to suell- the appointment. The appointment shall be 
for the duration of the unexpired term. �JePNi�edieg tile pre1JisieBS el � M:1-+6 aee � Wfits 
el eleetiea iss\ied- pursuant taerete, -t&e � ooare; ey majerity � pReF t& N01.temeer 4;
-l-9-+i; sllaH �peiet a pefS98 t& M the remainder el tile teflR: el effiee el tile � Be8ffl 
member wttese teHB we\fffi oove regu.lany eJEpi:Fed ea Deeember 31, me; wMe& remaiader is 
� � kem Neveml3er a; � threugll I>eeemher 31, -l-8+i. t=fte � appaiated ey tile 
jtit:lge &I tee ereait eoort t& fill tile •.1aeaeey iB saiti effiee umil tlte geaeral eleetiea ea 
Ne·Jemeer 4; 1-9+&; � u.etil ms sueeesser q1:1alifies t& seA'e iB saie effiee.; S&&II- eeatiaue t& seFYe 
wmI tee ,efS9& af)peiated lly tne � eeaFd- qualifies t& seP1e ill saitl effiee: +he failure el 
tae eeere t& &tJtJeiet a pefS8ft te ffll aBf suek- r.raeaeey wttliift tlte time speeified sllall net ee 
eenstf:l:t:ea te affeet tBe ¥alidity el tlte aetieBS ef tBe ee&fEl W£e& 6aPiBg saee 1.iaeaeey. 

W Ble eleetiee t& EleteRHiBe wlletlier tile membefS ef tile eeety B88fil shall l)e eleeted as 
p��idea m pamgmpil flt ef � seetiee sllaD ee eeHee- aae hekt- as lellews: 

Y a petitiee sigeee sy twe llaedreEl et: fR8Fe E(l:lalified ¥etefs ilt aay suee eeunty Sitall- ea eF 
eefefe tile first d8¥ el Apfil; � he file& � the eiPeuH eeUft el tile eeaJMy� aslaBg � a 
relereadum ee aekl eB suelJ.. EtBesaee, the ee\lff e1= jtit:lge sl1aU, e& ef eeleFe tile mst � el 
May, -l-9&8; ey an erdef eatered el reeerd, require the eleetiea effieials el tile � at tile eme 
f)reserieeEI Bf laW ffH! tee Be& prima,y eleetiea te ee Bel& ill � H&S; t& epea a pell 8B6 
. take the seRSe el tile (iualified .vetefS ef the eeuaty ea the questieas as l!ereiB pre11ided. +lie 
eleflE el the eeuBty silall eaase a � el saell eleetiea te ee pulllislied ill seme aewspaper, 
puhlislleEl m: haYiRg a geaeral eireulatiea m tee eeu&ty, eaee a weelE leE tltree eeeseeutir.re 
weeks, aoo shall pest a eepy ef sue eetiee m the eeuf!Ulease el tae saie eeu&ty. � regular 
eleetiea efiieials el the eeuaty, at the time desigeated t:Bereie, SBall epen the palls at tile 1.iaf4eas 
¥eHBg pJaees i& tlte � aee eeeduet tlte eleetiea iB suell- m&BBeF as is pre1Jided l3y law f&f 
etBff eleetiees, isselar as tee same is applieaele. +ae eleetiee sllall ee ey separate Ballet, Wftiell. 
SBaB he prer,area ey tile eleeteral Be8ffl. aae distrieuted te tile �eus eleeeea t):Feeiaets as ilt 
effter eleetiees. :i=:ee eallets t& he usea- sl!aH ee priateEI as fellews: 

SilaD tile members ef the eeaety ooam ee eleeted eieBBially IM tear year terms; as ,r,e,,iaea 
ift paragraph W ef § 16.1 676, as ameaded, el tile Gede el VirgiBia? 

0 ¥es 

o�

tae eleetiee saall ill all :r=es13eds ee BeW as pi:e�eed ill f 24.1180. 

,oo. Y Ole resalt el tile eleetiee ftele as flFeViEled iB pa-regmpll � � ee IM the eleeeee 
el tile mem'befS el tee eeaety e&aF& . as prerJieee iB tBis pa�b. taen tee prarJisiees el -tlt:is 
f)&Fagf&J)B sllaJI. supefSetle aa ethef: t)re1.tisiees el t:eis seet-ieB alHl tile memhers el � eeety 
ooare sllaH ee eleeted as llereiaafteF set� 

-at � sueeessers t& tile memeei=s wl!ese teFIIIS spire iB ,1,998 slieH ee eleeted fef teffDS el 
twe � taereatter all sue& memeei=s sllall. ee eleeted let= fear year teffRS ill tee Ne1Jeml:Jer 
eleetiea el tee years in wMee tile terms eJE13ire; tile terms el meml3ers se eleeted sllell eegift en 
.Jae1:1af'Y l &f the yem= fellew-ieg tlleiT eleetiea. 

� S1:1eeessefS ie tee membeFS WBese terms spire iB l9e& aREl l&6l- sllall ee eleeted IM 
terms el tsree ye&fS � the Nevember eleetiee ill sue& ye&P.r, respeetil[}ely; tlleff!after all- suell 
memeers SBall � eleeted feJ! feu.r year teffBS ia tile Ne1.temeer eleetiee el � years ill wlHell 
tile tem:tS � tee teffnS el memhers se eleeted sbaH- eegift e& tile first day el .JaeuaFY 
fellewieg theiF eleetiee. 

� S11eeesseFS te tile memaers waese terms spire iB 1969 snail- ee eleetee Im: terms el fiMH: 
year&, th.ereatter all SHeh memeers shall he eledea let= fear year terms in ille Ne�emeer 
eleetiea ef tee years ift wMeB- ift eeare ef Sti;pervisers; tile teflBS eJEpire; tile teffBS ef memeers 
se eleeted shall eegia ea .Jae1:1afY l et tile year felleWieg tlleiT eleeeee. 
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� \laeaeeies seaH ee HDee as pre·;idee � paragraph 00 � 

Drafting Note: This section applies to the county manager plan of government (Arlington 
County). No change is proposed in the method by which Arlington fills board vacancies, although 
the provisions are at odds with existing general law and the procedure in proposed Title 24.2. 

The stricken language addressed a specific transition episode and is no longer needed. This 
section initially was enacted in 1938 to enable Arlington to adopt by referendum the election 
system under which it still operates. A supervisor election is held each year for one board 
member, and on the fourth year a second member is elected. Repeatedly between 1938 and 1958 
the section was amended to allow a referendum to change to staggered four year terms as 
provided in subsections (e) and (f) of the existing section. Arlington has never done so and 
apparently there is no interest in doing so since the a��hori1.ation has not been updated since 
1958. The result of replacing the original referendum proposal (the annual supervisor election) 
with the staggered term option has made subsections (a) and (b) confusing, if not meaningless, 
and buried in this section the vacancy provisions which apply to the board today. The proposed 
amendments to this section will make it an accurate statement of the practice which Arlington 
long has followed. 

It is highly unlikely that any other county would adopt the county manager plan of 
government since only Arlington meets one qualification criterion (less than 60 square miles of 
high land) and the counties likely to meet the other criterion (population density of 500 or more 
per square mile) operate under other optional forms or charters. 

§ 15.1-700. Board of county supervisors; election; terms; chairman; vacancies.-(a) The
powers and duties of the county as a body politic and corporate shall be vested in a board of 
county supervisors. 

(b) The board of county supervisors shall consist of one member elected from the county at
large by the qualified voters of the county and one member from each magisterial district in 
the county elected by the qualified voters of such magisterial district. The members of the board 
shall be elected at the same time and for the same term as provided by general law for the 
election of boards of supervisors of counties. The board shall elect its chairman from its 
membership. 

( c) Members of the board of supervisors of the county in office immediately prior to the
day upon which the county board form becomes effective in the county shall be and, unless 
sooner removed, continue as members of the board of county supervisors until the expiration of 
their respective terms and until their successors are qualified. 

(d) If the change in the form of county organization and government becomes effective on
the first day of January next succeeding the regular election of members of the board of 
supervisors in the county, such members-elect shall qualify and, as soon as possible after the 
county board form becomes effective in the county, succeed the then incumbents as members of 
the board of county supervisors and as such continue until the expiration of their respective 
terms and until their succe$ors are qualified. 

(e) At the regular November election next succeeding the approval of the county board
form, one member of the board shall be elected from the county at large by the qualified 
voters of the county; his term of office shall begin on the first day of January next succeeding 
such election and shall run for a term coincident with that of the other members of the board 
of county supervisors. Pending his election and taking office, the office of member from the 
county at large shall remain vacant. 

(f) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph ( e) of this section, whea any vacancy sllall
eeear in the membership of the board of county supervisors , the jDdge &f the � eetiff &I 
tee � shall issae a wm &f eleetiea te fi.11 Sti£-& v-aeaaey. Sue& eleetiea shall- ee aeM at the 
ReH l="egalar Ne1;ember eleetiee er; ii *9e vaeaeey eeears WHIHB- � eays priel= t& SUEil eleetiee, 
tee seeeae ensuing general eleeaea. Bie � se eledeEl shaH- ft6kl &ffiee fer tee aaeKjlirea 
ta=m ef the memeer whem sueh jJefS0fl: is elected te saeeeea. � jDdge may malre a temt:teraFY 
af)f)eiatmeat t& fiH sooa vaeaaey aBtH- the � fi.H the same � eleetiea as Befeift J:)re2.·ieeEI 
shall be filled pursuant to Article 6 (§ 24.2-225 et seq.) of Chapter 2 of TiUe 24.2 . 

Drafting Note: This section applies to the county board form of government (Scott, carroll, 
and Russell Counties). This section paralleled Title 24.1 vacancy provisions when it was enacted, 
but failed to pick up the change in Title 24.1 in 1975 which allowed the board of supervisors 
rather than the circuit court to make interim appointments. The proposed amendment conforms 
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to the existing Title 24.l and proposed Title 24.2 provisions. 

Title 15.l sections which address vacancies under other optional forms need only to have 
Title 24. l cross references changed to proposed Title 24.2 provisions. The urban county executive 
(Fairfax) and county executive (Albemarle and Prince William) forms, like the county manager 
plan (Arlington), differ from proposed Title 24.2 provisions by allowing the court to order a 
quick special election. 

§ 15.1·760.1. Special elections; changes in form of government. In any case in which the 
voters of a county are authorized to petition for a referendum on changing the county's form of 
government and organuation in accordance with § 15.1-757, the number of signatures of qualified 
voters required on the petition shall be equal to or greater than ten percent of the number of 
voters registered in the county on January 1 of the year in which the petition is filed. 

Any referendum concerning such change in the county's form of government and 
organization shall be ordered to be held on the next November general election date at least 
sixty days after the date of the order. 

Drafting Note: This provision is transferred without substantive change from Title 24.1 and 
existing § 24.M 65.2 and located with related provisions on changing the form of government of 
counties with the urban county executive form of government. As enacted in 1990, § 24.1-165.2 
applied only to counties with more than 400,000 population, i.e., Fairfax County. Fairfax is the 
only county with the urban executive form of government. 

§ 15.1-808. Vacancies in council.-When any vacancy sllall seem: occurs in the council of a
city seYiBg ooe bf&Rell, ef ift � hmeea ef. for any reason, whether when a member-elect 
fails to take office or during a member's term, the vacancy shall be filled pursuant to Article 6 
(§ 24.2-225 et seq.) of Chapter 2 of TiUe 24.2. In the event the vacancy occurs in the council of
any city having two branches, � eeat&; resigBatiea, reme1.r.al #Fem the wafEl.; laikwe t& flti6lify er
fFem � � eause; the eeaaeil, � tile branch ; as tae ease may he, in which sue& the
vacancy occurs , shall eleet a qaalified pefS8R le fill the vaeaaey l&f! the ueeQired te:Fm; ewpt
tllat ii tliefe slteule he vaeaeeies et a majeFity el tae eeaaeil, 6f � emaell tlleFeef, #&F aB¥
reasen, theft · tile eireait eeuR; M tee judge taereef iB 1;aeaeen, ef the ee�emtiee e&Uff el tae
� w tae judge tllereef in vaeatiea, saaY f)eneieg the BHt eBSa.ieg general eleetien 8f;- ii tile
11aea&�' eeeB:fS witlHR � days JmM le suea eleetiea, pesaiag tile seeend eBS11ieg geseml
eleetien, f.iD sue& lrJ8eaneies et saee memeefS wne lia¥e eiee; Fesigeed * remer;ed H=em tile
ware; lfem die pePSeRS qa.alif.iee t& aele SB.ell- elfiees make the interim appointment of a
member as provided in § 24.2-228 .

Dratting Note: Existing § 15.1-808 is antiquated and has not been substantively amended in 
almost seventy-five years. In all likelihood, its provisions have been superseded by individual 
charter provisions in all cities. Certainly no city today is governed by a bicameral council. 
Nevertheless, a revision of the entire chapter on city and town government in Title 15.1 is 
outside the scope of this revision of Title 24.1. The proposed change will eliminate the 
inconsistency which otherwise would exist between this section and the provisions of proposed 
Title 24.2. Article 6 of proposed Title 24.2 allows council to make an interim appointment only 
until the vacancy is filled by special election, rather than filling the vacancy for the unexpired 
term as provided in § 15.1-808. 

§ 15.1-816. Filling vacancy in office of mayor.- WitlHft tea days alter saell 6eat:ll, resigaeaee
� Feme,.ral &f tile mayer, � eel'jtemuen eeaff &f tile eity- sllaH- eRler a Sf)eeial eleeee& wMek
saaD ee llel4 witBift � days aflff suek- eFilef: is eeteFee, te fill tile uaeJQJired teAB el saeli 
mayeF; f)FeviEleEI, tee u&eK-tJit=ed paft &f tile � Femaieieg afteF suell eleee.en is as HHlell- as 
eee � But netliing m tll-is seee.ea slmll he ee85tf1:led t& altef: SF � tee f)Te1AsieBS ef the 
ellaReF el any eff¥ regala�ng tile filling el aey r.raeaaey m tfte effiee &f t&e mayer. When a

vacancy occurs in the office of mayor for any reason, whether when the mayor-elect fails to 
take office or during the mayor's term, the vacancy shall be filled pursuant to Article 6 
(§ 24.2-225 et seq.) of Chapter 2 of Title 24.2.

Drafting Note: Section 15.1-815 is an antiquated section whose provisions are superceded by
individual city charters. The mayor, under the structure of city government set forth in Title 
15.1, is a distinctly separate office and is not a member of the governing body. Rewriting of this 
section is proposed simply to avoid any confusion between it and proposed Title 24.2 vacancy 
provisions. The practical changes are that an election to fill the vacancy will be delayed until 
the next · regular May election, rather than being held as soon as possible, and that council will 
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make an interim appointment to the office. 

§ 15.1-830. Council of town judge of election, etc., of members; may punish or expel
members· vacancies.-The council of a town shall judge of the election, qualification, and returns 
of its members, may fine them for disorderly behavior and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, 
expel a member. II asy pew fetu.mee ee adjudged di5Et1:1alifieEI &F ee eHpeHed, a new eleetiee 
te fill. tae r:aeaney shaH ee llekl at !lie same p!aee; ee Stlell � as !lie eeaaeil � preseriee, 
� tllal wlleB taefe SYD ee v,aeaaeies iR the maj erif}T &I ae eeuaeil Hie eil=EtiH ee1:lff &F tae 
j1:ldge tAefeef i& r.'fleatiea, sllaH- fill saell vaeaaeies. -AwJ, vaeaaey eeeumag e�eAVise 6UffRg tae 
tefJB l&f wMe& aay el saee- pefSeRS lla\le eeea eleeted � ee liHeEl BY file eeaaeil ff:em. the 
eleetei=s el tlte t&wR: A •1aeaaey iR tile effiee &I fBaY8f � ee fiHee. BY ae eeaaeil lf:em tae 
eleeteFS el tile tewa. In the event a vacancy occurs on the council or in the office of mayor,
whether occurring when an officer-elect fails to take office or during the person's term of office, 
the vacancy Shall be filled pursuant to Article 6 (§ 24.2-225 et seq.) of Chapter 2 of Title 24.2; 
provided, if the vacancy on council occurs in any town, regardless of population, because council 
bas adjudged a person disqualified or bas expelled a member, the person appointed by council
to fill the vacancy shall serve only until the vacancy can be filled tor the remainder of the 
term in a special election pursuant to § 24.2-226.

Drafting Note: Section 15.1-830 also is an antiquated section whose applicability today is 
unclear. Title 15.1 provisions for town government, as found in Chapter 16 of the title, are 
incomplete. Nowhere . does it specify the election and terms of town council, for example, nor 
does it spell out the powers of the mayor. 

The proposed revisions in this section are to conform it for most vacancies to proposed Title 
24.2 vacancy provisions. Proposed § 24.2-228 provides that in town of 3,500 or more the council 
fills vacancies by interim appointment until the vacancy can be filled by special election. The 
special election to fill the remainder of the term thus is a new requirement for these larger 
towns. For all other towns there is no change, since council fills the vacancy for the unexpired 
term under § 15.1-830 and proposed § 24.2-228. 

The intent of existing § 15.1-830 clearly is to prevent council from abusing its authority to 
disqualify or expel a member, hence the requirement for a special election in those two 
instances. This intent is retained in the revision by the proviso included in the proposed second 
sentence, which applies to all towns. 

§ 15.1-933. How vacancies in council filled.-If any vacancy occur in the membership of any
council herein provided for, whether because a member-elect fails to take office or during the
member's term of ollice, the remaieiag memhei=s sell fill. tile vacancy leF tile a&eJEPifed teRll 
shall be filled pursuant to Article 6 (§ 24.2·225 et seq.) of Chapter 2 of Title 24.2 . 

Dratting Note: This section is revised so that there is no conflict with proposed· Title 24.2. 
Proposed Title 24.2 allows council to fill the vacancy only until a special election is held to fill 
it for the unexpired term, except in the. case of towns of l� than 3,500. This section is found in 
Chapter 19 of Title 15.1, the chapter which sets forth the councilmanic, modified commission, 
and manager options for cities and towns. Charter provisions commonly supercede this section, 
but some charters provide only that vacancies will be filled pursuant to general law. The 
proposed amendment of § 15.1-933 will affect these cities and larger towns. 
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