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Executive Summary

The Department of Criminal Justice Services was directed by House Bill 719 (2008) to report to
the Chairmen of the House and Senate Committees for Courts of Justice on the number of
detentions pursuant to §18.2-266.1 that are in violation of the Act. This is the final report on the
number of detentions pursuant to § 18.2-266.1 of the Code of Virginia (Persons under age 21
driving after illegally consuming alcohol; penalty.) that are in violation of the federal Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act.
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Detenllons In vlolallon
of the JJDP Act

Final Report Regarding the Impact of HB 719 (2008)

Background

DUring the 2008 Legislative Session, amendments were made to §18.2-266.1 of the Code of
VlIgll11B regarding the pUnishment of individuals under age 21 found guilty of driving after
illegally consuming alcohol with a blood alcohol level of 02 or more, but less than 08 (HB719).
The amended legislation raised the severity of this offense from an unclassified offense to a
Class 1 misdemeanor. Because of concerns raised regarding ItS potential Impact on
compliance with the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act, the
Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) was directed to report to the Chairmen of the
House and Senate Committees for Courts of Justice on the number of detentions pursuant to
§18.2-266.1 that are In violation of the Act.

Under the JJDP Act, underage alcohol offenses, including that governed by §18.2-266.1, are
viewed as status offenses. Status offenses are generally considered offenses which apply to
Juveniles only. However, since the application of underage alcohol offenses is limited by age
and applies to only a small cohort of adults, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention (OJJDP) includes them with other status offenses such as truancy and underage
possession of tobacco. The JJDP Act prohibits confinement of juvenile status offenders, with
limited exceptions, under the Deinstitutionalization of Status Offenders (DSO) component of the
Act

DCJS IS responsible for monitoring Virginia's compliance with the JJDP Act and has, for the
past several years, noted increasing numbers of juveniles placed in detention facilities for
violating underage alcohol offenses under §4.1-305 (possession, purchase, or consumption of
alcohol). In FY2008, 245 juveniles were admitted to detention with a violation of §4. 1-305 as
their most serious offense This was almost 45% higher than the number for FY2006 Many of
these detentions did not fall into the exception categories and were therefore considered In
violation of the JJDP Act. If the number of violations exceeds an allowable formula-based de
minimiS figure, Virginia will be found out of compliance with the JJDP Act and will lose 20% of
the federal funding we receive through it (we currently receive $1415M). In addition, 50% of
the remaining funds must go towards achieving compliance with the Act, thereby significantly
redUCing the amount of federal funds available for prevention and intervention programs In
Virginia's communities.

Impact of HB 719

Since the amendments to §18.2-266. 1 went into effect on July 1, 2008, 7 Juveniles have been
detained for a violation of this Code section as their most serious offense.

Detentions for violations of §18.2-266.1 as most serious offense1
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F'gures are reported oniy for detentions when a violation of §182-2661 is the most serious offense Additional juveniles Inay be
detamed lor a violation of this offense but they have additional, more senous charges



When viewed alone, the number of detentions for violations of §18.2-266.1 does not appear to
be a threat to Virginia's compliance with the JJDP Act at this tll11e. However, combined with
other detentions for status offenses. there continues to be Justification for concern. In FY08,
over 650 detention admiSSions were for an offense classified as "status" by OJJDp 2

Approximately 70 were found to be In violation of the JJDP Act when taking currently allowable
exceptions into account. Though the number of violations continues to be below the allowable
de minimis figure, any legislation which allows for the detention of Juveniles defined by OJJDP
as status offenders poses a threat to Virginia's compliance.

Additional Legislative Compliance Concerns

Concern regarding Juveniles detained for underage alcohol offenses, as well as other status
offenses. has recently been heightened with the Introduction of S678 in Congress which
reauthorizes and amends the JJDP Act. In ItS current form, the Act allows an exception to the
DSO component for status offenders held in violation of valid court orders ("VCO exception")
The reauthorization amends the JJDP Act to immediately limit the detention period for status
offenders held under the VCO exception to 7 days and. within three years, require states to
completely eliminate the use of valid court order violations to provide for the secure lockup of
status offenders Due to strong support from the Juvenile Justice advocacy community, DCJS
believes that the amendment will be approved by Congress either as is, or with a modification to
the immediate seven day limitation period. Regardless, It is likely that the VCO exception will be
eliminated from the Act.

Virginia will qUickly fall out of compliance with the DSO component of the JJDP Act if passed as
Introduced. Judges regularly avail themselves of the Code provision allowing confinement for
up to ten days for a violation of a court order. regardless of the underlying offense Under the
reauthorization, the JJDP Act Will immediately limit this to seven days for status offenders,
Including Juveniles held for any underage alcohol offense Any instance in which a juvenile is
held for over seven days for violating a court order issued on a status offense will create a
violation.

The eventual elimination of the VCO exception creates a significant concern for Virginia's
continued compliance with the JJDP Act. As noted, Virginia's judges Will frequently place
Juveniles in detention for failing to comply With court orders issued on status offenses, including
underage alcohol offenses and truancy. Many of the detentions of status offenders which do
not constitute Violations of the JJDP Act meet the current exception that permits detention for a
violation of a court order. In FY2008, 267 juveniles were held in detention for violating a court
order where the underlying offense was a status offense as defined by OJJDP Under the
proposed reauthorization. each of these would constitute a violation. This number would
certainly exceed the de minimus allowance, putting Virginia out of compliance With the JJDP
Act.

As noted previously, if found out of compliance, Virginia's federal JJDP Act funding would be
reduced and restricted. In order to remain fully compliant and in full receipt of federal funds
under the proposed reauthorization. Virginia would need a legislative change prohibiting the
detention of status offenders as defined by OJJDP for violating court orders.

This figure Includes 413 adml$sions for a status offense as defined by the Code of Virgmia pius 245 admiSSions for a v!cialion of
underage aicohol offenses where these offenses are the most serious
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