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INTRODUCTION 

 

Section 3.2-206 of the Code of Virginia requires that the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry 

submit a written report by December 1 of each year to the chairmen of the House Committee on 

Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources and the Senate Committee on Agriculture, 

Conservation and Natural Resources on the impacts of state agency actions on the conversion of 

farm and forest lands.  This section requires that the following four agencies contribute to this 

report: (i) Department of Transportation, (ii) Department of Conservation and Recreation, (iii) 

State Corporation Commission, and (iv) Department of Environmental Quality. 

 

Below is a synopsis of the information supplied by each of these agencies.   

 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 

The Department of Transportation (VDOT) reports that, from July 1, 2013 through June 30, 

2014, VDOT purchased 241.63 acres to be used for right-of-way. Construction projects on this 

property will begin six months to one year after purchase.  

 

In fiscal year 2014, VDOT estimated that 49.12 acres of farm land and 93.42 acres of forest land 

will be impacted by future construction projects.  Since these estimates are determined during 

early environmental studies, the conversion may not actually take place for years. These 

estimates are preliminary and may decrease as the project develops and avoidance measures are 

pursued. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION 

 

As a conservation agency, the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) strives to 

minimize impacts to farm and forest lands on its properties. Conversion is often minimized 

because DCR is taking recreational use land and merely changing the type of recreational use.   

 

DCR’s overarching policy is directed towards having the development “lay lightly on the land”.  

Ten projects were completed between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014.  None of these projects 

resulted in the conversion of farm or forest land. 

 

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

 

The State Corporation Commission (SCC) anticipates no capital projects that would have an 

impact on the conversion of farm and forest lands.  

 

SCC approves the construction of utility facilities and considers the impact of proposed facilities 

on farm and forested lands and their conversion in its analysis of environmental impacts.  SCC 

regularly requests the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to coordinate a review of 

utility applications and to gather information from all state agencies with environmental 

responsibilities.  Additionally, SCC executed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with DEQ 

regarding the coordination of reviews of environmental impacts of proposed electric generating 

plants and associated facilities. A second MOA with DEQ is in place to ensure that consultation 
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by DEQ on wetland impacts occurs prior to siting determinations by SCC for facilities and 

activities of utilities and public service companies. SCC's filing requirements further require 

applicants seeking authority to construct and operate electric generating facilities to submit 

information on the impact to agricultural and forest resources. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

 DEQ “strives to ensure that any impacts on the preservation of farm and forest lands resulting 

from DEQ’s actions are necessary to protect and improve the environment for the well being of 

all Virginians.”  If DEQ believes that a regulation may potentially impact farm and forest lands 

preservation, the agency ensures that a representative of the farming or forestry community is 

given an opportunity to serve as a member of any advisory panel established to assist in the 

development of the proposal. Additionally, as the agency coordinates the review of 

environmental impacts resulting from state construction projects, the responsible agencies are 

asked to identify any such impacts. 

 
During fiscal year 2014, DEQ and its regulatory boards had one public comment period on 

notices of intent to adopt, amend, or repeal a regulation and six comment periods on the 

proposed adoption, amendment, or repeal of regulatory text.  DEQ also conducted ten public 

comment periods for fast-track rulemaking.  DEQ received comments regarding the impacts to 

farm or forest land during two regulatory comment periods as detailed below.   

 

 DEQ accepted comments on the proposed amendments to the Virginia Pollution 

Abatement Permit regulation that deals with the pollutant management activities for 

animal wastes at animal feeding operations. The Virginia Agribusiness Council expressed 

support for the content of the proposed amendment.  The Council specifically supported 

the recordkeeping and utilization requirements for animal waste transferred offsite as 

proposed and not including the Best Management Practices contained in the Chesapeake 

Bay Watershed Implementation Plan within the regulation. 

 

 DEQ accepted comments on proposed amendments to the Virginia Pollution Abatement 

General Permit for Animal Feeding Operations.  Numerous farming-related entities 

submitted comments on the proposed amendments.  Commenters were supportive of 

renewing the general permit, as it provides a simplified process for operating under a 

permit.  Commenters were supportive of the 10-year permit term and were supportive of 

not including Best Management Practices from the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 

Implementation Plan in the general permit.  Some were supportive of the reporting and 

training threshold requirements, but one commenter was concerned that farmers did not 

need the burden of more recordkeeping requirements.  One commenter requested that soil 

and manure sampling be required only every three years. 

 
Review of Major State Projects 

 
From July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014, DEQ’s Office of Environmental Impact Review completed 

the review of 52 environmental impact reports for major state projects. Both the Virginia 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) and the Virginia Department of 
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Forestry (DOF) indicated that neither farm nor forest land would be adversely impacted by these 

projects.  

 

Review of proposed electric generating plants and associated facilities 

 

DEQ and SCC entered into a MOA regarding coordination of the reviews of environmental 

impacts of proposed electric generating plants and associated facilities. DEQ includes DOF and 

VDACS in the review of SCC applications. DEQ coordinated the reviews of eight SCC 

applications between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014.  DOF found that one application would 

have significant impacts on forest land and recommended two additional projects for forest land 

mitigation.  Information on these projects is summarized below. 

 

 Appalachian Power Company (APCo) submitted an application for a Certificate of Public 

Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) to SCC for a transmission line reconductoring 

project in Rockbridge and Botetourt Counties.  This project will result in a forest loss of 

75 acres.  DOF determined that the projected forest loss of 75 acres is significant and 

recommended the development of a mitigation plan.   

 

 APCo submitted an application for a CPCN to construct a transmission line project and 

associated facilities in Campbell County and the City of Lynchburg.  The project will 

require the clearing of approximately 53 acres of wooded area for the transmission line 

right-of-way.  DOF determined that APCo's preferred route will have the least impact on 

forest land, but stated that this loss is a concern.  DOF requested that certain on-site and 

off-site forest land mitigation recommendations be conditions for permit approval from 

SCC.   

 

 American Electric Power Appalachian Transmission Company and APCo submitted an 

application for a CPCN for the construction and operation of the Cloverdale Extra High 

Voltage Transmission Improvements Project in Botetourt County. This project requires 

the removal of 40 acres of trees.  DOF recommended mitigation for the loss of this forest 

land. 

 
For additional information on the review of major state projects, see Appendix D. 

 
Federal Agency Projects 

 

DEQ coordinated the review of 142 federal agency projects (including private development 

requiring federal approvals) from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014. Of that number, DOF indicated 

that four could have adverse impacts, some significant, on agriculture and forestry resources. 

Information on these projects is summarized below.  

 

 Proposed improvements to the George Washington Boyhood Home at Ferry Farm will 

result in the removal of approximately 6 acres of trees and forest vegetation.  DOF 

recommended that it be consulted in the development of the Forest Management Plan for 

this project. 
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 The proposed project at the Suffolk Executive Airport will result in the removal of 

approximately 1.3 acres of trees as well as the clearing of approximately 55 acres of trees 

via silviculture.  DOF determined that this project will impact the forest resources of the 

state, but that it is consistent with required state laws and regulations with respect to 

DOF's jurisdiction. 

 

 The Pointe at Pickett Farms in Norfolk is proposed for development on approximately 17 

acres of undeveloped wooded land.  This project will be funded by the U.S. Department 

of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  DOF determined that the forest land loss 

impact of this project is significant.  DOF is concerned that the HUD Environmental 

Assessment Guide for Housing Projects was not considered for this project.   

 

 The proposed construction of Abberly at Centerpointe Apartments in Chesterfield will 

result in the loss of 24 acres of forest land. 

 

Detailed recommendations made by DOF to mitigate these adverse impacts can be found in 

Appendix D.
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