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facture of the beer. This bill also limits local regulation of limited brewery licensees and 
specifically prohibits any ordinance regulating the noise, production and harvesting of 
crops and the on-premises sale and consumption of beer during regular business hours.

Mixed Beverage Establishments in Dry Counties

In 1968 when Virginia passed liquor by the drink, localities were required to hold 
referendums before the sale of mixed beverages was allowed. Several counties in Vir-
ginia have never held or approved the sale of liquor by the drink. This bill exempts two 
country club properties located in Henry County and one country club in Washington 
County and allows those establishments to apply for a license to sell mixed beverages.

Cider

The growth of cider in recent years has been phenomenal, and it has become the fastest 
growing alcoholic beverage category in the nation. Prior to this legislation, regulations 
only allowed the sale of apple cider in containers of not less than 12 ounces nor more 
than a gallon. This change permits apple and pear cider containing less than seven 
percent of alcohol to be sold in any containers that comply with federal regulations 
for wine or beer. Apple or pear cider containing seven percent or more of alcohol may 
be sold in any containers that comply with federal regulations for wine. This change 
preempts the regulation limiting container size and allows this growing category to 
compete in the marketplace. 

Wine and Beer Tasting Fees

SB 178 allows any sightseeing carrier or contract passenger carrier as defined in 
§46.2-2000 to collect tasting fees when transporting passengers for compensation to a 
restaurant, winery or brewery. These tasting fees are collected on behalf of the licensee 
from the passengers and must be remitted to the licensee for the tasting of alcoholic 
beverages.

LEGISLATIVE SYNOPSIS (CONTINUED)



SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS

Virginia ABC reached a milestone during the fiscal year when it introduced its premier 
store concept. The new store design replaces the traditional three- or four-row store 
layout and incorporates retail space planning techniques. U-shaped traffic patterns lead 
customers through the larger, redesigned stores and expose them to more products. 
New flooring, lighting, ceiling, wall treatments, product displays and a tasting area are 
other highlights. 

Two premier stores were opened, the first in Williamsburg in March 2014 and a second 
in Leesburg in June 2014. The Williamsburg store pays homage to the early days of dis-
tilled spirits with a reproduction vintage moonshine still on display. The Leesburg store 
decor reflects its historic Loudoun County hunt country motif and features a unique 
bottle chandelier. 

The agency continued to expand its retail presence by opening seven additional new 
stores in Front Royal, Centreville, Fishersville and Stuarts Draft and in the counties 
of Fairfax, Henrico and Chesterfield raising the total number of 
retail stores across the Commonwealth to 349. This marked the 
greatest number of new store openings since fiscal year 2007. Vir-
ginia ABC also opened a new store in the Charlotte County town 
of Keysville, 20 miles from its Drakes Branch store that was closed 
because of decreased traffic and sales. In addition, the agency 
modernized and/or renovated 19 stores. 

Each premier and new store opening was celebrated with a com-
munity celebration event attended by legislators, industry part-
ners, Virginia ABC officials and members of the local community. 
Each event included brief remarks from officials, a ribbon cutting, 
photos and informal store tours. The first 80 customers were given 
non-alcoholic gifts in celebration of the agency’s 80th anniversary.

Photos (clockwise from top): Sales Associate Jerry Pittenger scans a purchase for a customer at the Leesburg premier store. Commissioner Judy G. Napier 
(third from left) and Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security Brian J. Moran (second from right) are pictured with employees at the new  Twinbrooke 
location. The Williamsburg store pays homage to the early days of distilled spirits with a reproduction vintage moonshine still on display.
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Agency Opens Premier Stores
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SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS

Regulations Change for Promotion of Happy Hour 
Effective January 29, 2014, Virginia restau-
rants were allowed to promote their happy 
hours following then-Governor Bob Mc-
Donnell’s approval of changes to Virginia 
ABC regulations. As a result, restaurants 
could publicize happy hour and the time 
span of their drink specials in any medium. 

This regulation opened opportunities for 
licensees to advertise via television, radio, 
newspapers as well as with flyers, posters, 
the web and through social media, with 
the latter being the most popular option. 
Restaurants can now say “Happy hour: 4 
to 7 p.m. daily” or “Join us for happy hour 
drink specials,” on any of these media.

Although the new regulations opened up 
many new advertising venues for restau-
rants and bars, owners of these businesses 
are still limited on what they can say. The 
new regulations continue to restrict the  
promotion of specific drink types, prices 
and discounts. For example, restaurants 
may not post on Facebook that they are 
offering $4 margaritas or run a radio  
commercial saying they give a $2 discount 
on highball drinks.

Prior to the regulation changes, restaurants 
only could advertise happy hour within the 
establishment. In March 2013 regulation 
changes allowed businesses to also post 
happy hour times on a 17-by-22-inch sign 
attached to the outside of their building. 
The 2014 change marked the first time 
since Virginia ABC’s creation in 1934 that 
restaurants were able to promote happy 
hour beyond their premises.

The Communications Division, with assis-
tance from special agents in the Bureau of 
Law Enforcement’s Compliance Section, 
developed guidelines for licensees advis-
ing them on language they can use when 
advertising that will ensure they abide by 
the new regulations. These guidelines were 
published on the agency’s website.
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Alexandria   7 0 9 7 3 1 4 6 30 3 0 13 28 16 13 133 186 2 461
Bedford   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 5 1 4 8 1 21
Bristol   0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 15 1 0 3 5 5 2 13 23 0 70
Buena Vista   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 5 0 1 8 0 19
Charlottesville   7 1 5 6 1 0 8 6 21 1 0 5 21 16 3 94 139 1 335
Chesapeake   6 0 6 9 0 0 2 10 79 1 1 16 29 45 3 122 173 2 504
Colonial Heights   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 9 0 0 5 3 6 2 19 28 0 74
Covington   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 1 1 3 0 1 6 0 16
Danville   2 1 0 1 0 0 2 7 46 0 0 4 2 27 2 22 40 0 156
Emporia   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 0 0 2 0 4 0 2 2 0 20
Fairfax   1 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 4 0 0 7 9 10 0 34 53 0 123
Falls Church   0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 5 0 0 3 2 9 0 23 51 0 96
Franklin   1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 0 0 1 1 4 0 6 9 0 29
Fredericksburg   2 1 0 0 0 1 2 1 20 0 0 1 8 6 4 57 82 0 185
Galax   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 2 4 0 5 11 0 27
Hampton   12 1 2 2 2 1 2 19 52 0 0 11 13 33 8 60 97 0 315
Harrisonburg   1 1 1 1 1 0 1 6 22 0 0 5 8 14 3 36 67 0 167
Hopewell   1 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 15 0 0 2 2 8 0 12 19 0 65
Lexington   2 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 4 1 0 10 16 0 38
Lynchburg   8 2 1 7 1 0 4 8 29 1 0 6 9 25 6 48 75 0 230
Manassas   0 1 0 0 0 1 1 3 8 0 0 4 8 16 0 27 41 0 110
Manassas Park   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 7 0 3 10 0 22
Martinsville   3 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 8 0 0 0 2 5 0 10 12 0 42
Newport News   7 0 2 2 0 1 5 12 68 1 0 12 16 53 8 95 156 0 438
Norfolk   17 1 0 2 1 3 9 28 58 0 0 14 23 70 9 166 220 0 621
Norton   0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 1 0 2 2 2 2 0 16
Petersburg   2 0 1 3 0 0 1 8 32 0 0 3 3 18 1 18 34 0 124
Poquoson   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 1 2 2 0 4 11 0 23
Portsmouth   6 0 0 2 0 2 0 14 36 0 0 8 7 28 0 41 56 0 200
Radford   1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 1 0 1 0 6 0 11 13 0 39
Richmond   18 5 6 6 1  12 23 142 6 1 18 21 58 7 255 333 0 912
Roanoke   5 0 0 3 2 2 5 11 81 0 0 5 10 30 5 84 120 0 363
Salem   4 0 2 3 0 0 1 6 22 0 0 3 3 6 1 13 29 0 93
Staunton   2 2 0 0 2 0 2 4 11 1 0 3 6 10 2 15 25 2 87
Suffolk   5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 27 2 0 5 10 20 4 33 43 0 154
Virginia Beach   24 2 2 4 1 2 9 14 117 2 1 37 58 87 19 428 571 1 1379
Waynesboro   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 7 0 0 3 5 13 0 13 23 0 66
Williamsburg   6 9 0 0 0 0 3 0 9 0 0 3 7 2 7 46 62 0 154
Winchester   4 1 4 2 1 0 1 5 7 0 0 5 6 15 3 36 59 0 149
   Grand Total  154 29 42 63 17 14 81 216 1,020 21 3 214 336 694 115 2,002 2,913 9 7,943
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 2014 Establishments by License Category—Cities

Cities (1)

(1)  All cities are “wet” (approved for liquor by the drink). Ten counties are “dry” (see 
pages 24–25); however, beer and wine may be served. Referendums may allow for 
mixed beverages in certain towns located within dry counties.

(2)  “All Others” includes hospitals, fire departments, rescue squads, performing arts 
facilities, gift shops, food concessions, etc. It does not include banquets.

 

(3)  “Restaurants (Mixed Beverage)” represents the total number of wine and beer 
establishments also having mixed beverage licenses. These licenses are included 
in the grand total column.

Source: CORE, July 2014
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Accomack (wet)  6 4 2 2  0 0 0 3 29 1 0 2 5 16 3 24 41 1 139
Albemarle (wet)  19 5 2 12 3 0 5 10 28 2 1 3 26 21 6 39 76 22 280
Alleghany (wet)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 8 0 0 1 1 11 0 6 16 0 48
Amelia (wet)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 13 0 0 1 0 4 0 2 5 0 26
Amherst (wet)  2 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 12 0 0 2 1 14 0 7 14 3 59
Appomattox (wet)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 0 0 0 1 12 0 2 5 0 27
Arlington (wet)  4 0 1 0 2 6 3 6 44 1 0 20 22 39 25 200 290 0 663
Augusta (wet)  1 1 1 5 0 0 0 3 23 0 0 2 4 25 1 11 22 1 100
Bath (wet)  2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 1 4 2 5 10 0 32
Bedford (wet)  9 1 0 4 0 1 1 6 24 0 0 4 5 18 1 21 40 4 139
Bland (dry)  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 8
Botetourt (wet)  2 0 0 5 0 0 0 1 14 1 0 1 2 11 0 3 16 3 59
Brunswick (wet)  2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 1 0 6 1 4 8 0 38
Buchanan (dry)  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 16 0 0 2 1 9 0 0 2 0 31
Buckingham (wet)  1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 14 0 3 4 0 30
Campbell (wet)  1 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 32 0 0 4 2 25 1 10 23 2 104
Caroline (wet)  1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 24 0 0 1 2 5 0 4 14 0 55
Carroll (wet)  3 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 18 0 0 1 1 10 1 3 6 2 48
Charles City (wet)  0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 5 0 15
Charlotte (dry)  0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 12 0 0 1 0 13 1 0 3 1 33
Chesterfield (wet)  9 0 2 1 1 0 6 6 96 1 0 29 33 58 4 144 205 1 596
Clarke (wet)  4 1 0 2 0 0 0 3 9 0 0 0 3 4 0 5 11 2 44
Craig (dry)  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 6
Culpeper (wet)  4 1 2 5 0 0 1 5 16 0 1 4 3 28 2 19 33 2 126
Cumberland (wet)  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 12
Dickenson (wet)  1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 1 0 1 0 6 0 0 3 0 21
Dinwiddie (wet)  2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 18 0 0 2 1 9 0 3 7 0 43
Essex (wet)  1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 9 0 0 0 1 7 0 7 12 1 40
Fairfax (wet)  33 0 41 36 3 0 22 27 79 4 2 61 123 123 42 568 855 1 2020
Fauquier (wet)  15 2 3 17 0 0 3 4 29 1 0 5 13 15 4 32 53 25 221
Floyd (dry)  1 1 0 1 3 0 0 2 5 0 1 0 2 3 1 1 9 2 32
Fluvanna (wet)  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 1 4 1 0 4 12 0 28
Franklin (wet)  3 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 25 0 1 3 5 18 0 18 33 2 111
Frederick (wet)  5 2 2 6 0 0 2 5 25 1 0 4 12 26 3 24 33 1 151
Giles (wet)  1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 11 3 0 2 0 11 1 2 8 0 44
Gloucester (wet)  1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 19 1 0 2 4 9 0 16 27 0 83
Goochland (wet)  2 1 2 2 0 0 0 3 10 0 0 0 3 7 0 10 18 3 61
Grayson (dry)  1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 2 0 0 00 5 0 1 5 0 19
Greene (wet)  2 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 9 0 0 1 2 5 0 5 9 2 38
Greensville (wet)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 18
Halifax (wet)  4 0 0 5 0 0 0 3 16 0 0 2 0 34 1 7 23 4 99
Hanover (wet)  5 0 5 5 0 0 2 7 38 1 0 6 11 25 0 45 85 1 236
Henrico (wet)  14 1 14 19 0 0 10 17 124 1 0 31 43 53 24 184 263 0 798
Henry (wet)  3 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 35 0 0 4 1 30 2 3 19 3 109
Highland (dry)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 6 1 0 1 0 9
Isle of Wight (wet)  1 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 18 0 0 2 8 7 1 7 15 0 64
James City (wet)  2 0 1 2 1 0 3 3 13 2 1 4 11 8 3 50 67 3 174
King & Queen (wet)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 4 0 1 2 0 11
King George (wet)  1 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 0 2 4 0 5 15 1 42
King William (wet)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 7 0 0 1 2 5 0 5 11 0 34
Lancaster (wet)  4 1 0 1 0 1 0 4 5 0 0 2 2 10 3 22 30 2 87
Lee (dry)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 20 0 0 1 0 7 0 0 4 0 36
Loudoun (wet)  25 2 9 25 2 15 11 8 39 3 1 20 45 51 12 150 270 27 715
Louisa (wet)  4 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 12 0 0 2 0 19 2 8 13 2 65
Lunenburg (wet)  1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 8 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 2 0 24
Madison (wet)  2 3 0 2 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 1 5 1 3 7 8 38
Mathews (wet)  1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 6 0 0 0 3 1 0 4 8 0 26
Mecklenburg (wet)  1 1 0 2 0 0 0 10 34 0 0 2 0 20 0 13 19 1 103
Middlesex (wet)  7 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 0 0 0 4 4 0 11 13 0 47
Montgomery (wet)   0 2 0 0 1 0 5 2 32 1 0 4 7 26 4 46 74 0 204
Nelson (wet)  11 3 1 6 2 0 1 2 10 1 0 0 1 13 2 3 9 10 75
New Kent (wet)  1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 2 3 6 0 9 16 1 50
Northampton (wet)  4 1 1 5 0 1 1 2 13 0 0 1 1 5 1 13 19 2 70
Northumberland (wet)  4 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 7 0 0 1 1 6 0 6 10 1 39
Nottoway (wet)   0 0 1 3 0 0 0 4 13 0 0 0 0 6 0 6 14 0 47
Orange (wet)  5 5 0 1 0 0 0 3 16 0 0 3 3 5 0 10 23 3 77
Page (wet)  5 3 0 1 0 0 0 5 12 1 0 0 1 12 2 8 19 2 71
Patrick (dry)  1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 13 0 0 1 0 13 0 3 7 1 42

Counties (1)

 2014 Establishments by License Category—Counties



Counties (1)

(1)  All counties are “wet” (approved for liquor by the drink) unless indicated as “dry.” 
Ten counties are “dry” (not approved for liquor by the drink); however, beer and 
wine may be served. Referendums may allow for mixed beverages in certain towns 
located within dry counties. Following are the “dry” counties in Virginia: Bland, 
Buchanan, Charlotte, Craig, Floyd, Grayson, Highland, Lee, Patrick and Russell.

(2)  “All Others” includes hospitals, fire departments, rescue squads, performing arts 
facilities, gift shops, food concessions, etc. It does not include banquets.

 

(3)  “Restaurants (Mixed Beverage)” represents the total number of wine and beer 
establishments also having mixed beverage licenses. These licenses are included 
in the grand total column.

Source: CORE, July 2014
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Pittsylvania (wet)  2 1 1 4 0 0 0 4 37 0 0 1 0 29 0 2 14 3 98
Powhatan (wet)  1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 15 1 0 0 1 2 0 11 14 1 48
Prince Edward (wet)  1 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 13 0 0 2 1 10 0 15 23 1 70
Prince George (wet)  1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 12 0 0 2 1 7 0 7 13 0 45
Prince William (wet)  11 0 9 11 0 1 4 12 47 2 0 19 40 95 6 167 246 1 671
Pulaski (wet)  4 0 1 2 1 0 1 6 12 2 0 5 1 26 0 5 11 1 78
Rappahannock (wet)  8 6 0 5 0 0 1 0 3 0 1 0 0 5 0 4 6 7 46
Richmond (wet)  1 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 1 1 6 0 0 6 2 25
Roanoke (wet)  1 0 5 7 0 0 2 3 34 1 0 5 7 15 0 38 61 2 181
Rockbridge (wet)  3 4 0 1 0 0 2 3 14 0 0 0 0 14 4 4 11 2 62
Rockingham (wet)  1 1 0 1 2 0 0 5 34 0 0 2 3 12 0 10 26 3 100
Russell (dry)  0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 17 0 0 1 1 5 0 2 6 2 37
Scott (wet)   0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 1 1 14 0 1 4 0 34
Shenandoah (wet)  4 2 0 4 0 0 0 9 14 0 0 3 6 29 3 14 37 8 133
Smyth (wet)  1 2 2 5 0 0 0 2 20 1 0 2 0 13 1 3 15 2 69
Southampton (wet)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 13 0 0 1 1 10 0 3 4 0 34
Spotsylvania (wet)  6 0 2 4 3 0 0 7 54 1 1 12 14 23 1 49 78 2 257
Stafford (wet)  8 0 4 6 0 0 2 6 44 1 0 9 8 17 0 44 64 2 215
Surry (wet)   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 4 0 14
Sussex (wet)  1 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 14 0 0 0 1 11 0 0 6 0 36
Tazewell (wet)  2 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 21 1 0 2 4 27 0 7 20 0 88
Warren (wet)  1 2 0 1 0 0 0 5 20 0 0 2 4 13 1 21 37 2 109
Washington (wet)  3 5 1 4 3 0 0 2 35 2 0 3 6 11 2 11 26 2 116
Westmoreland (wet)  5 1 0 1 0 0 0 7 10 0 0 2 3 12 0 14 20 5 80
Wise (wet)  1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 30 1 0 5 2 5 0 6 16 1 69
Wythe (wet)  2 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 17 2 0 1 1 20 0 10 14 2 74
York (wet)  7 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 29 0 0 6 11 10 4 32 62 2 168
  Grand Total  319 79 118 253 29 25 95 309 1,849 45 10 337 551 1,442 180 2,310 3,840 206 11,997
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2014 ESTABLISHMENTS BY LICENSE CATEGORY—COUNTIES (CONTINUED)




































