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INTRODUCTION 

 

Section 3.2-206 of the Code of Virginia requires that the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry 

submit a written report by December 1 of each year to the chairmen of the House Committee on 

Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources and the Senate Committee on Agriculture, 

Conservation and Natural Resources on the impacts of state agency actions on the conversion of 

farm and forest lands.  This section requires that the following four agencies contribute to this 

report: (i) Department of Transportation, (ii) Department of Conservation and Recreation, (iii) 

State Corporation Commission, and (iv) Department of Environmental Quality. 

 

Below is a synopsis of the information supplied by each of these agencies.   

 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 

The Department of Transportation (VDOT) reports that, from July 1, 2014, through June 30, 

2015, VDOT purchased 374.8 acres to be used for right-of-way. Construction projects on this 

property will begin six months to one year after purchase.  

 

In fiscal year (FY) 2015, VDOT estimated that 53.85 acres of farm land and 98.38 acres of forest 

land will be impacted by future construction projects.  Since these estimates are determined 

during early environmental studies, the conversion may not actually take place for years. These 

estimates are preliminary and may decrease as the projects develop and avoidance measures are 

pursued. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION 

 

The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) reports that, during FY 2015, it 

completed 13 projects.  None of these projects resulted in the conversion of farm or forest land.   

 

As a conservation agency, DCR strives to minimize impacts to farm and forest lands on its 

properties.  DCR’s overarching policy is directed towards ensuring its development projects have 

minimal impact on the land.   

 

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION 

 

The State Corporation Commission (SCC) anticipates no capital projects that would have an 

impact on the conversion of farm and forest lands.  

 

SCC approves the construction of utility facilities and considers the impact of proposed facilities 

on farm and forest lands and their conversion in its analysis of environmental impacts.  SCC 

regularly requests the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to coordinate a review of 

utility applications and to gather information from all state agencies with environmental 

responsibilities.  Additionally, SCC executed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with DEQ 

regarding the coordination of reviews of environmental impacts of proposed electric generating 

plants and associated facilities.  A second MOA with DEQ is in place to ensure that consultation 

by DEQ on wetland impacts occurs prior to siting determinations by SCC for facilities and 



 

2 

 

activities of utilities and public service companies.  SCC's filing requirements further require 

applicants seeking authority to construct and operate electric generating facilities to submit 

information on the impact to agricultural and forest resources. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

DEQ “strives to ensure that any impacts on the preservation of farm and forest lands resulting 

from DEQ’s actions are necessary to protect and improve the environment for the well being of 

all Virginians.”  If DEQ believes that a regulation may potentially impact farm and forest lands 

preservation, the agency ensures that a representative of the farming or forestry community is 

given an opportunity to serve as a member of any advisory panel established to assist in the 

development of the proposal.  Additionally, as the agency coordinates the review of 

environmental impacts resulting from state construction projects, the responsible agencies are 

asked to identify any such impacts. 

 
During FY 2015, DEQ and its regulatory boards had three public comment periods on notices of 

intent to adopt, amend, or repeal a regulation and five comment periods on the proposed 

adoption, amendment, or repeal of regulatory text.  DEQ also conducted one public comment 

period for fast-track rulemaking.   

 

During FY 2015, DEQ accepted public comment on 2 VAC 25-900 et seq., a proposed 

regulation titled “Certification of Nonpoint Source Nutrient Credits”.  Under this regulation, a 

farmer may voluntarily choose to submit an application in order to certify any nonpoint source 

nitrogen and phosphorus nutrient credits that he may generate.  These certified nonpoint source 

nutrient credits will be placed on a registry of credits and become part of an enforceable market-

based trading program that will involve the exchange of pollution allocations between sources.  

This trading program is intended, in part, to provide an incentive for farmers to reduce their 

nutrient loads to surface waters.  As part of the development process for this regulation, DEQ 

convened a regulatory advisory panel that included representatives of the agricultural 

community.  DEQ received a comment during the regulatory comment period on the proposed 

adoption of this regulation that requested agroforestry practices be included in the approved land 

conversion options.   

 
Review of Major State Projects 

 
During FY 2015, DEQ’s Office of Environmental Impact Review reviewed 56 environmental 

impact reports (EIR) for major state projects.  DEQ coordinates EIRs for these projects with the 

Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) and the Virginia 

Department of Forestry (DOF).  VDACS did not comment on these projects.  DOF found that 

forest land would not be adversely impacted by these projects.  

 

Review of proposed electric generating plants and associated facilities 

 

DEQ and SCC entered into a MOA regarding coordination of the reviews of environmental 

impacts of proposed electric generating plants and associated facilities.  DEQ includes DOF and 

VDACS in the review of SCC applications.  DEQ coordinated the reviews of six SCC 
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applications during FY 2015.  DOF found that one application would have significant impacts on 

forest land and recommended an alternative route that would cause fewer impacts on forest 

lands. 

 
Federal Agency Projects 

 

DEQ coordinated the review of 119 federal agency projects (including private development 

requiring federal approvals) during FY 2015.  Of that number, DOF indicated that eight could 

have adverse impacts, some significant, on forestry resources.  

 

DOF requested mitigation for impacts to forest lands for two of these projects: the Richmond 

International Airport East Side Clearing and Building Demolitions project and the Fort Belvoir 

Real Property Master Plan Update project.
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