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December 5, 2023 

The Honorable John S. Edwards 
Co-Chair, Judiciary Committee 
Senate of Virginia 
P.O. Box 1179 
Roanoke, VA 24006-11 79 

The Honorable R. Creigh Deeds 
Co-Chair, Judiciary Committee 
Senate of Virginia 
P.O. Box 5462 
Charlottesville, VA 22905-5462 

The Honorable Janet D. Howell 
Co-Chair, Finance and Appropriations 
Senate of Virginia 
P .0. Box 2608 
Reston, VA 20195-0608 

The Honorable George L. Barker 
Co-Chair, Finance and Appropriations 
Senate of Virginia 
P.O. Box 10527 
Alexandria, VA 22310 

The Honorable Barry D. Knight 
Chair, Appropriations Committee 
Virginia House of Delegates 
1852 Mill Landing Road 
Virginia Beach, VA 23457 

The Honorable Leslie R. Adams 
Vice Chair, Courts of Justice Committee 
Virginia House of Delegates 
P.O. Box K, 4 North Main Street 
Chatham, VA 24531 

Dear Chairs Edwards, Deeds, Howell, Barker, Knight, and Vice Chair Adams: 

Virginia Code § 16.1-69 .10 provides that the Committee on District Courts 
shall make a study and report to the General Assembly on the number of district 
court judges needed and the districts for which they shall be authorized. 

In 2017, the Committee on District Courts adopted the National Center for 
State Court 's report and recommendations contained in the 2017 Virginia Judicial 
Workload Assessment Report. Based on the recommendations in the Report, the 
number of judicial positions in the districts authorized in Va. Code§ 16.1-69.6:1 
was amended and became effective July 1, 2018. Additionally, the General 
Assembly has authorized one new general district court judgeship in the 19th 
Judicial District of Virginia, effective July 1, 2020; and one new general district 
court judgeship in the 22nd Judicial District, effective July I, 2023. 
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At the October 19, 2023, meeting of the Committee on District Courts, the 
Committee approved recommending two additional juvenile and domestic relations 
district court judgeships, one each in the Twentieth Judicial District and the Thirty­
First Judicial District. 

Please find enclosed the Judgeship Requests provided by the 20th and 31st 
Judicial District Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Courts, and a report of 
current and announced authorized judicial vacancies in the district and circuit courts 
as of December 1, 2023 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

With best wishes, I am 
Very truly yours, 

Karl R. Hade 
KRH:jrs 

Enclosure 



2023 Judgeship Requests
Pre-COVID Recent Workload (July 2020 ---->September 2023)

Current
Plus 1 
Judge Current

Plus 1 
Judge Current

Plus 1 
Judge Current

Plus 1 
Judge Current

Plus 1 
Judge 2010 2022 %Change

20 3 1.07 0.8 0.91 0.68 0.92 0.69 1 0.75 1.01 0.76 384,487 511,936 33.1%
31 5 1.07 0.89 0.9 0.75 0.93 0.78 1.05 0.88 1.12 0.93 402,002 490,325 22.0%

Workload

Filings x (minutes)
Adult Criminal 1,651 x 15 = 24,763
Child Dependency 434 x 45 = 19,517
Child in Need of Services/Supervision 33 x 68 = 2,215
Custody and Visitation 2,035 x 23 = 46,802

Judge Year Value (minutes) Delinquency 785 x 23 = 18,058
Juvenile Miscellaneous 24 x 20 = 480
Protective Orders 447 x 31 = 13,870
Support 955 x 14 = 13,368
Traffic 326 x 10 = 3,257

6,689 142,330

÷ 67,392
2.1

+ 0.1
2.2

based on 9 Months

January 2023

3 Year Workload 3 Year Workload 2 Year Workload 1 Year Workload 2023 Projection

Start Date January 2017 July 2020 July 2021 July 2022

Workload Per 
Judge Population

End Date December 2019  June 2023 June 2023 June 2023 September 2023

Juvenile & 
Domestic 
Relations

Number of 
Current 
Judges

Workload Per 
Judge

Workload Per 
Judge

Workload Per 
Judge

Workload Per 
Judge

General District 71,280 67,392

Judge Day and Year Values Example of Calculation of Judicial Need - 6th Juvenile & Domestic Relations
Case Weights

(minutes)
Judge Need by Weighted

Caseload = Filings x Case Weights (minutes)
Judge Year Value (minutes)

Single
Jurisdiction

Multi 
Jurisdiction

Circuit 75,168 71,280

Judge Year Value

Chief Judge 
Adjustment

Juvenile & Domestic Relations 71,280 67,392































































































































































 Current and Announced Judicial Vacancies 

Circuit/District
Authorized* 

Judges Vacancies                                                
Authorized* 

Judges
                          

Vacancies                                                
Authorized* 

Judges Vacancies                                                
1 5 - 4 - 4 -
2 8 2 7 - 6 -

2A - - 2 - 1 -
3 4 - 2 - 3 1
4 8 1 6 - 5
5 4 - 3 - 2 -
6 3 - 5 3 -
7 5 - 4 - 4 -
8 3 - 3 1 3 -
9 4 - 3 - 4 -
1- 4 - 3 - 3 -
11 3 - 3 - 3 -
12 6 - 5 1 6 -
13 7 1 6 1 5 -
14 5 - 5 - 5 -
15 11 1 8 1 9 1
16 6 - 4 - 6 1
17 4 - 3 - 2 -
18 3 1 2 - 2
19 15 1 12 2 8 1
20 5 - 4 1 3 1
21 3 - 2 - 2 -
22 4 1 3 2 4 -
23 5 - 4 - 5 -
24 6 - 3 - 6 -
25 6 - 4 - 5 1
26 8 - 5 - 7 -
27 6 - 5 - 5 1
28 4 - 3 1 3 -
29 5 1 2 - 3 -
3- 4 - 2 - 3 -
31 7 - 5 - 5 -

State 171 9 132 10 135 7

Source: People Soft, 2023
Prepared by: OES, 12/1/2023

*"Authorized Judges" refers to the maximum number of judges stated in Virginia Code § 17.1-5-7 (circuit) and § 16.1-69.6:1 (district) 
as of July 1, 2023. 

Circuit General District J&DR District
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