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Virginia Code § 17 .1-507 provides that no additional circuit court judge shall be 
authorized or provided for any judicial circuit until the Judicial Council has made a study of the 
need for such addition.al circuit court judge and reports its findings and recommendations. In 
2017, the Executive Committee of the Judicial Council adopted the National Center for State 
Courts' report and recommendations contained in the 2017 Virginia Judicial Workload 
Assessment Report. Based on the recommendations made in the Report, the number of judicial 
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positions in the circuits authorized in Va. Code§ 17.1-507 was amended and became effective 
July 1, 2018. Additionally, the General Assembly authorized one new circuit court judgeship in 
the Thirty-First Judicial Circuit of Virginia, effective July 1, 2022. 

The Judicial Council recommends the authorization of one additional judgeship each in 
the First Judicial Circuit, Ninth Judicial Circuit, Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, and Twenty-Fifth 
Judicial Circuit. 

Please find enclosed the Judgeship Requests provided by the 1st Judicial Circuit, 9th 
Judicial Circuit, 15th Judicial Circuit, 25th Judicial Circuit, and considered and approved by the 
Judicial Council on October 17, 2023. Also enclosed, please find a report of current and 
announced authorized judicial vacancies in the district and circuit courts as of December 1, 2023. 

With best wishes, I am, 

KRH:jrs 

Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

J:-,,(7/-h 
Karl R. Hade 



2023 Judgeship Requests
Pre‐COVID Recent Workload (July 2020 ‐‐‐‐> July 2023)

Circuit Current
Plus 1 
Judge Current

Plus 1 
Judge Current

Plus 1 
Judge Current

Plus 1 
Judge Current

Plus 1 
Judge 2010 2022 %Change

1 5 1.26 1.05 1.13 0.94 1.11 0.93 1.19 0.99 1.22 1.02 222,209 251,959 13.4%
9 4 1.16 0.93 1.09 0.87 1.07 0.86 1.12 0.89 1.11 0.89 251,623 281,392 11.8%
15 11 1.16 1.07 1.01 0.93 0.99 0.91 1.04 0.95 1.11 1.02 489,216 569,345 16.4%
25 6 1.11 0.95 1 0.86 1.01 0.86 1.02 0.87 1.08 0.93 209,099 214,989 2.8%

Workload
Filings x (minutes)

Capital Murder 2 x 867 = 1,734
Non‐Capital Felonies and Related Matters 3,196 x 45 = 143,820
Misdemeanor 952 x 10 = 9,520
Other Criminally Related Matters 315 x 26 = 8,190

Judge Year Value (minutes) Administrative Law 8 x 49 = 392
Contested Divorce 155 x 95 = 14,725
Uncontested Divorce 370 x 12 = 4,440
Domestic and Family ‐ Level 1 74 x 103 = 7,622
Domestic and Family ‐ Level 2 125 x 64 = 8,000
General Civil ‐ Level 1 14 x 544 = 7,616
General Civil ‐ Level 2 296 x 64 = 18,944
General Civil ‐ Level 3 157 x 51 = 8,007
Probates/Wills and Trusts ‐ Level 1 3 x 289 = 867
Probates/Wills and Trusts ‐ Level 2 42 x 25 = 1,050
Protective Orders 19 x 45 = 855
Miscellaneous 3,137 x 2 = 6,274

8,865 242,056

÷ 71,280
3.4

+ 0.1
3.5

3 Year Workload 3 Year Workload 2 Year Workload 1 Year Workload 2023 Projection
based on 7 Months

Start Date January 2017 July 2020 July 2021 July 2022 January 2023

Number 
of Current 
Judges

Workload Per 
Judge

Workload Per 
Judge

Workload Per 
Judge

Workload Per 
Judge

Workload Per 
Judge Population

End Date December 2019  June 2023 June 2023 June 2023 July 2023

Example of Calculation of Judicial Need ‐ 5th Circuit

General District 71,280 67,392
Juvenile & Domestic Relations 71,280 67,392

Circuit 75,168 71,280

Judge Day and Year Values

Judge Need by Weighted 
Caseload = Filings x Case Weights (minutes)

Judge Year Value (minutes)

Judge Year Value

Chief Judge 
Adjustment

Single 
Jurisdiction

Case Weights
(minutes)

Multi 
Jurisdiction





























































































































































































































































































































 Current and Announced Judicial Vacancies 

Circuit/District
Authorized* 

Judges Vacancies                                                
Authorized* 

Judges
                          

Vacancies                                                
Authorized* 

Judges Vacancies                                                
1 5 - 4 - 4 -
2 8 2 7 - 6 -

2A - - 2 - 1 -
3 4 - 2 - 3 1
4 8 1 6 - 5
5 4 - 3 - 2 -
6 3 - 5 3 -
7 5 - 4 - 4 -
8 3 - 3 1 3 -
9 4 - 3 - 4 -
1- 4 - 3 - 3 -
11 3 - 3 - 3 -
12 6 - 5 1 6 -
13 7 1 6 1 5 -
14 5 - 5 - 5 -
15 11 1 8 1 9 1
16 6 - 4 - 6 1
17 4 - 3 - 2 -
18 3 1 2 - 2
19 15 1 12 2 8 1
20 5 - 4 1 3 1
21 3 - 2 - 2 -
22 4 1 3 2 4 -
23 5 - 4 - 5 -
24 6 - 3 - 6 -
25 6 - 4 - 5 1
26 8 - 5 - 7 -
27 6 - 5 - 5 1
28 4 - 3 1 3 -
29 5 1 2 - 3 -
3- 4 - 2 - 3 -
31 7 - 5 - 5 -

State 171 9 132 10 135 7

Source: People Soft, 2023
Prepared by: OES, 12/1/2023

*"Authorized Judges" refers to the maximum number of judges stated in Virginia Code § 17.1-5-7 (circuit) and § 16.1-69.6:1 (district) 
as of July 1, 2023. 

Circuit General District J&DR District
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